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“Da > os 2 . . . 
People say that we over-anthropomorphize robots. I say we over-anthropomorphize people. 


much high-level stuff; all that stuff on top is a pretty thin veneer.” 
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Most of the time we’re pretty primitive creatures without . 
Founded in 1966 


— Rodney Brooks, News and Features, page 22 
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“Happy Holidays” from all of us to all of you. 
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8 days a week 

In “State of the Art,” Jumana Farouky talks with Shimon Attie 
about his upcoming ICA exhibit, “An Unusually Bad Lot”; Michelle 
Shocked comes to the House of Blues for two days; the J. Geils 
Band play a benefit for the Worcester firefighters; Secrets Every 
Smart Traveler Should Know moves to the 57 Theatre; The /ron 
Giant plays at the Brattle; and Jimmy Tingle does a couple of 
days at the Somerville Theatre. 


Dining: In “Dining Out,” Stephen Heuser squeezes into Aspasia, 
a tiny treasure in Cambridge; in “On the Cheap,” Katherine Wolff 
snacks at the low-key Concord Avenue Café; in “Noshing,” Nancy 
Kalajian finds outstanding hummus in Davis Square; and in 
“Uncorked,” David Marglin notes the upscaling of one of the 
world’s great wine bargains. Plus, our essential guide to Boston 


restaurants. 
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The 90 best songs of the ’90s, 
page 14 


Our critics put their heads together 
and sum up the decade. 


Also: Peter Keough says The 
ay! ; Talented Mr. Ripley, the stylish and 

disturbing take on Patricia 
Highsmith’s novel, is the best film 
of the year. And it comes in a week full of other holiday 
goodies, including the movie of Graham Greene’s novel The 
End of the Affair, starring Ralph Fiennes and Julianne Moore; 
the Andy Kaufman bio-pic Man on the Moon, with Jim Carrey; 
and Pedro Almodévar’s All About My Mother. Plus, Carolyn 
Clay likes Trinity Rep’s production of David Mamet's flinty but 
moving The Cryptogram, in “Film Culture,” Gerald Peary picks 
the year’s 10 best films; and Robert David Sullivan has a bone 
to pick with The Practice. 
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clubs? Look no further for all this and more, plus a handy pull- 
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EDITORIAL 


President Clinton can’t undo ‘don’t ask, don't tell,’ but he can 
order the Pentagon to stop abuses of the policy 


Setting a tone 


E HAVE PRESIDENT Bill Clinton 
and his then-unknown proclivity for 
compromise to thank for 1993’s odi- 
ous “don’t ask, don’t tell, don’t pursue” poli- 
cy. The regulation, codified into law by 
Congress, lifted the ban on gays and lesbians 
in the military, but allowed them to serve only 
under the condition that they not speak about 
or act upon their sexual ori- 
entation. In return for this si- 
lence, superior officers were 
prohibited from asking 
whether their subordinates 
are gay or lesbian. 
The policy isn’t working. It 
has been improperly enforced 
by military officials and has 
failed to protect enlisted gays 
and lesbians adequately. 
Since its implementation, 
military discharges on the grounds of sexual 
orientation have increased by 86 percent. Last 
year, 1149 people were kicked out of the ser- 
vice for being gay, up from 997 people in 
1997. Additionally, the Pentagon wastes 
$30 million a year training and recruiting per- 
sonnel who are later discharged under the 
policy when their homosexuality is revealed. 
But if these numbers aren’t confirmation 
enough that the policy is a failure, the July 6 
death of Private Barry Winchell is. Winchell was 
taunted for being gay by fellow Army soldiers; 
some of this harassment took place in front of 
his commanding sergeant, who did nothing to 
stop it. Winchell tried to settle matters by fight- 
ing his chief tormentor, Private Calvin Glover. 
Winchell easily won the fisticuffs, but Glover 
retaliated. Two nights later, he beat Winchell to 


ILLUSTRATION BY TONY MILLIONAIRE 


LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. Let- 
ters should be typed (double-spaced) if possible, 
and must include the writer’s name, address, 
and a telephone number where he or she can be 
reached during business hours for verification. 
The writer’s name and position or town will be 
published, but these may be withheld for good 
reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston 
Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 
02215; faxed to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed 
to letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail 
addresses (e-mailed letters must include a tele- 
phone number for verification and a home- 
town). All letters are subject to editing for con- 
siderations of space, fairness, and clarity. 


DON’T DISPLACE 
ARTISTS 


The points made in your editori- 
al [“Art Works,” News and Fea- 
tures, December 3] are timely and 
important. As an artist, art sup- 
porter, and designer of artists’ 
spaces, I have participated in the 
Fort Point art community’s strug- 
gle with displacement issues for 
more than 20 years. Some impor- 
tant gains have been made, such as 


development of the artist-owned aot 
buildings at 249 A Street and 300 

Summer Street. But, as you pointed out, the 
threat to the art community is now greater than 
ever. The art community had a major role in 
making this part of the city attractive. If the City 
of Boston is serious about the goals stated in 
the “Public Realm Plan” of creating a lively, cul- 
turally vibrant, 24-hour neighborhood in the 
area, it needs to do everything it can to keep the 
art community alive. This will involve making 
protection or relocation of existing artist lofts a 
condition of demolition or alteration permits for 


TONY MILLIONAIRE 


the city knows what 
recognition, Open Studios, and the jt needs to do. 


death with a baseball bat. 

Dixon Osborn of the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network (SLDN), the only 
national advocacy group working on behalf 
of gay military personnel, says the Winchell 
case represents a “worse-case scenario” of 
the policy. “Unfortunately,” he says, “it’s one 
we foresaw happening back [in 1993].” Os- 

born would like to see the law 
overturned altogether, allowing 
gay people to serve openly. 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date Bill Bradley agrees; he’s 
been touting that solution for 
months. And thanks to the pub- 
licity surrounding the Winchell 
case, Vice President Al Gore 
has joined Bradley in calling for 
an end to “don’t ask, don’t tell.” 
But no one, not even Osborn, 
foresees the actual policy changing anytime 
soon: “Congress is the only body that can 
overturn this policy, and I don’t think 
Congress politically wants to address this 
issue,” he says. 

Until a time when Congress is willing to 
reconsider — a time, according to Represen- 
tative Barney Frank, that will come only with 
a Democratic president and majority in the 
House — there are steps Clinton can take to 
undo some of the damage he caused when he 
agreed to “don’t ask, don’t tell” in the first 
place. “It’s statutory, so Clinton can’t issue 
an executive order,” says Frank. “What he 
can do is what he should have been doing all 
along. Enforce the policy.” And as comman- 
der-in-chief, Clinton can do that without 
having to seek congressional support. The 


existing buildings, and negotiating with devel- 
opers of new projects to include a significant 
number of affordable new artists’ spaces. This 
can be done if the city is willing to marshal its 
political clout and stand behind the words of the 
Public Realm Plan. 

Lajos Héder 

Cambridge 


I would like to express my appreciation for 
your recent article [“Painted into a Corner,” 
News and Features, December 3] and editori- 
al. Your insightful reporting clearly highlighted 
the issues facing the artists and institutions in 
the Fort Point Channel neighborhood and the 
city of Boston. I hope both sides took the time 
to digest your critique. 

The future of Fort Point should not be seen 
as an “us against them” situation. I 
still think there is opportunity for the 
city and the artists to communicate 
4 their agendas; it is clear that every- 

one is misinformed. The Revolving 

Museum is committed to encourag- 

ing collaborations within communi- 

ties. We strongly believe that we can 
work with the other artists and non- 
profit organizations to find collabo- 
rative solutions. The three “lessons 
learned” that you note in your edito- 
rial — that the city needs to take ini- 
tiative in protecting artists’ commu- 
nities, that artists must be better organized, and 
that Boston should learn from how other cities 
are supporting the arts — offer sound advice 
to all involved. 
Jerry Beck 
Revolving Museum 
Boston 


REMEMBERING LENNY 


Kudos to the Boston Phoenix for your recent 
collection of tributes to the late Lenny Zakim 


president can start by taking these actions: 

@ Clinton should demand that officers 
who don’t enforce the policy be disciplined. 
In the nearly six years that “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” has been in place, not one officer has 
been officially reprimanded for violating the 
policy. The SLDN documented 511 cases of 
improper questioning of service members’ 
sexual orientation last year, including a case 
in which a master gunnery sergeant yelled at 
a Marine recruit: “Because of President Clin- 
ton’s new policy, I can’t ask you if you’re a 
fag. So I'll just ask if you suck cock.” Such 
disregard for the law can no longer be al- 
lowed to go unpunished. 

© Clinton should order that guidelines 
on the policy be distributed throughout the 
service. The Pentagon has refused to issue 
written guidelines about the investigative lim- 
its of “don’t ask, don’t tell.” SLDN has docu- 
mented numerous cases of officers rummag- 
ing through diaries, personal photos, and 
other belongings in efforts to ascertain 
whether subordinates are gay. Last year, the 
Pentagon refused to distribute a memo that 
instructed commanding officers to investigate 
alleged harassers when service members make 
complaints, and not the claimants themselves. 

Even President Clinton recently admitted 
that “don’t ask, don’t tell” is “out of whack.” 
He can stop abuses of the policy by directing 
his subordinates to adhere to it, both in letter 
and in spirit. In doing so, he will set a tone of 
tolerance — which is what leaders are sup- 
posed to do. we 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 


[“Leonard Zakim, 1953-1999,” News and 
Features, December 10]. Zakim was a fighter 
for justice his whole life. Cancer may have de- 
stroyed his body, but his spirit will live on in all 
who remember him and what he stood for in 
life. His actions reminded many of the words 
of Martin Luther King Jr.: “The time is always 
ripe to do the right thing.” 

Zakim not only took the righteous path in 
life, but he built bridges too. One of his major 
goals was promoting better understanding be- 
tween Catholics and Jews. Last summer the 
Anti-Defamation League and the Archdiocese 
of Boston jointly sponsored a pilgrimage to Is- 
rael and Rome. Pope John Paul named Zakim 
a Knight of St. Gregory, an honor bestowed 
upon laypeople for extraordinary service to 
humanity. 

I’m sure Zakim never thought what he did 
was extraordinary; after all, he said he was just 
heeding the Book of Leviticus by not standing 
idly by. He participated in the circle of life sur- 
rounding him. 

In mourning Lenny, Rabbi Mark Sokoll re- 
minded mourners of the menorah used to cel- 
ebrate Hanukkah, the festival of lights. 
“Lenny was a ninth candle,” he said. “He 
stood above us a little higher, a little brighter, 
and he lit us all.” The rabbi’s words are true. 
Zakim helped make us aware that we are all 
brothers and sisters, and, more important, 
children of God. 

As a Catholic I may not be able to recite 

chapter and verse from the Bible. I do know, 
however, that the Book of Proverbs tells us 
that he who pursues justice and kindness will 
find life and honor. Lenny found life and 
honor. He did the best he could in the time he 
was given. He will be missed and remem- 
bered, not so much for what he said, but for 
what he did. 
Sal J. Giarratani 
North Quincy 
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THIS WILL BE THE LAST NIGHT 
AXIS WILL BE OPEN BEFORE 
RENOVATIONS! 


Tickets are available at Axis night 
of show only, at select Newbury 
Comics and Strawberries in 
geet Framingham 
’ ' CALL (617) 423-NEXT 
the NEXT website is 
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metrodate.com 


A simple, effective, and confidential 
way to meet someone new. 


www. metrodate.com 


London © Boston * New York © Philadelphia © Washington 
Chicago © San Francisco * Los Angeles 


345,000 readers. 
345,000 potential roommates. 
Roommate ads in the ; 


2 ey Ah) 
Boston Phoenix. 859-330 ; 
They work for you. ; 


Sophisticated, yet relaxed... 
impressive, but never intimidating, 
Boston Billiard Club is the ideal 
setting for corporate functions, 
holiday events and special 
occasion get-togethers of friends 
and family. Boston Billiard Club 
can accommodate parties ranging 
from 10 to 400 guests with 
unmatched style. 


Reserve a private function room for 
your holiday party. Call our Function 
Manager today. 


siesjceamoiiiitsine merle) s) 
iPAom =lh018) ail aloma\icialels 
Boston, MA 

(617) 536-POOl 


www. bostonbilliardclub.com 
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(this just in) 


ON THE WAGON 
New Year’s (repri)Eve 


Clowns to the left of you, jokers to the right — it must be New Year's Eve. If you've kicked the partying addiction and 





are looking to remove yourself from the trajectory of swerving friends slurring, “C’mon, dude, just this once; it’s the 
minnellium” as they wave beer bongs in your face; if you’re feeling that a little support from fellow teetotalers might not be 
the worst thing in the world; go where everybody knows your name (or at least your first name): Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Recognizing a need and swooping in to fill it, AA will hold continuous meetings from the evening of December 31 
through New Year's Day. “Holidays are difficult for people, especially new[ly sober] people — it might be their first 
holiday not drinking. This gives them a chance to get out of the house,” says an AA staff person who asked not to be 
identified (hey, it is Alcoholics Anonymous). “Holidays are stressful for everybody, and people.drink to avoid stress. It’s 
a touchy time of year, a dangerous time.” 

The meetings will not replace AA's regularly scheduled events, but will be held in addition to them. All meetings are 
free and open to the public; there’s no need to call ahead and let them know you're coming. To avoid the tippling masses 
on what some more-serious imbibers refer to as Amateur Night, just drop in at any of the following locations: 

Beverly: Greycroft Club, 135 Cabot Street. Meetings run from 6 p.m. on December 31 until 6 p.m. on January 1. 

Brighton: St. Margaret's Center at St. Elizabeth's Hospital, 736 Cambridge Street. From 8 p.m. on December 31 until 
6 p.m. on January 1. Wheelchair accessible. 

Brockton: St. Edward’s Church, North Montello Street. From 10 p.m. on December 31 until 7:30 p.m. on January 1. 

Cambridge: 3 Church Street (Harvard Square). From 6 p.m. on December 31 until 6 p.m. on January 1. 

Dedham: Unitarian Church, 678 High Street. From 8 p.m. on December 31 until 8 p.m. on January 1. 

East Boston: St. Lazarus Center, Ashley Street. From 8 p.m. on December 31 until 10 p.m. on January 1. 

Framingham: Salvation Army, 39 Concord Street. From 7:30 p.m. on December 31 until 1:30 p.m. on January 1. 


For more information, call Alcoholics Anonymous at (617) 426-9444. 
— Devra First 


SPIN 


PR industry kicks the WTO when it’s down 


Seems like everyone is dumping on the World the WTO needs a butt-kicking for its lame 
Trade Organization these days — anarchists, response and lack of preparedness.” 
greens, unions, even trade-happy President The editorial also hits the WTO’s failure to 
Clinton, who suggested amid the recent Seattle use the tried-and-true “third party” technique, 
protests that the group consider labor standards. which means channeling a desired message 

Well, add another attacker: the public- through a seemingly impartial observer — i.e., 
relations industry. According to PRWeek, the letting journalists and the public get the party 
multibillion-dollar industry’s trade magazine, the line from someone outside the party. 
WTO’s real problem is not, as Seattle protesters And, adding insult to injury, the same issue 
argued, its disdain for labor rights and the ran a piece highlighting the effective 
environment. No, says the magazine, the real “grassroots” PR effort launched by activists in 
problem is inept spin. preparation for the WTO conference in Seattle 

The December 13 issue whacks the WTO for three weeks ago, when thousands of protesters 
took to the streets to fight the WTO agenda (see 


losing the PR war to activists, who link the 
“Seattle Was a Riot,” News and Features, 


secretive trade council’s agenda with 

environmental degradation, worker abuse, and December 10). 

creeping corporatization of the planet. In other words, the WTO is like a top — it 
“Guerrilla PR completely seized the initiative falls over when it’s not spinning. 

in Seattle,” scolds PRWeek’s editorial page, “and — Ben Geman 
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE 


Al Gore’s money 
woes continue 


Could money woes be behind Vice 
President Gore's offer to forgo television 
advertising during the primary battle if 
Democratic challenger Bill Bradley does 
the same? 

In a debate televised last weekend on 
NBC’s Meet the Press, Gore issued a 
challenge to Bradley: “If you agree, | will 
stop running all television and radio 
commercials until this nomination is 
decided. . . . That can get a lot of the 
money out of the presidential campaign 
and accomplish one of the best reforms.” 

Bradley rejected the offer. 

Surely the impulse to reform the 
influence of campaign donations on the 
political process wasn’t the only motivating 
factor behind Gore's offer. As the Phoenix 
reported last week (“Going for Broke,” 
News and Features, December 17), Gore is 
rapidly approaching the $40 million federal 
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GORE will stop spending if Bradley will. 











cap on spending during the primaries. 
Because George W. Bush has raised more 
than $60 million that he is free to spend 
now because he has not accepted federal 
money, Gore is looking for ways to 
conserve money until he receives a 
$68 million check after the Democratic 
National Convention in August — should he 
win the nomination. 

Last week, the Gore campaign insisted 
that money wasn’t a problem. This week, 
some in the Gore camp have changed their 
tune. Gore political consultant Peter Fenn 
told the conservative Washington Times: 
“The fear is that the Democratic nominee 


, would not have the money in late spring 


and early summer to deal with a George W. 
onslaught.” He added, “Having each 
[Democratic] candidate withhold some of 


that money is not a bad idea.” 
— Seth Gitell 



















































AS THE GLOBE TURNS 





With apologies to the Boston Herald’s 
“Inside Track,” we offer tales from the 
Naked Newsroom — that 
seething miasma of intrigue 
known as the Boston Globe. 

Speculation that editor 
Matt Storin may 


leave continues STORIN: 
here to stay? 


to run high. Our 
spies say that 

135 Morrissey 
Boulevard was 
abuzz with rumors 
recently that Storin had 
asked for some empty 
boxes to be sent up to 
his office, but a few 
discreet peeks revealed 
no activity. In fact, better- 
informed sources report 
that Storin is heavily 
involved in new 
publisher Richard 


Tales from the naked newsroom . 









GILMAN: what’s his vision? 


staffer Carol Beggy will reportedly be 
cut loose, to be replaced by staffer Jim 
Sullivan, a move that perplexes fans of 
Sullivan’s pop-music writing. (Sullivan 
is on vacation and could not be 
reached for comment.) The other 
“Names and Faces” writer, Beth 
Carney, will remain. . . 

Investigative reporter Jonathan 
Wells, who worked at the 
Herald in the ’80s before 
departing for CBS’s 60 

Minutes, is back in 
Boston — and has 
returned to the 
Herald as a 
reporter/editor after 

being unable to 
hammer out a deal with 
the Globe. Not only is the 
move a coup for the Herald, 
but it leaves some at the Globe 
wondering why management 





Gilman’s strategic- 

planning efforts, and 

has given executive 

editor Helen Donovan more day- 
to-day authority in running the 
paper. No one would exactly be 
shocked if Storin left, since 
Gilman may eventually want 
someone of his own choosing to be 
editor. But the smart money says that, a 


charge . . 
There’s 
discontent in 
Living/Arts, 
where a shift 
will soon be 





made in the 


“N d 
— DONOVAN: amassing 


Faces” gossip more authority. 





didn’t do more to sign a 
valuable free agent. After 
all, this is the 
newspaper biz, not 
sports, and the Globe 
wouldn’t even have 
had to give up a draft 
choice... 
Insiders say Richard 
Gilman eventually 


year from now, Storin will still be in GAMMONS: taking hopes for a net 
readers with him? 


circulation gain of 








column. Temp 


DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP 


20,000 from the 

Saturday “bulldog” 
edition of the Sunday Globe. Which raises a 
question: how many of those 20,000 will be 
canceled out if the great Peter Gammons 
— currently negotiating a new contract 
with ESPN — stops writing his massive 






baseball column? 


— Dan Kennedy 


Vermont takes the plunge 


Mary Bonauto was plunked in front of her 
computer in her downtown Boston office 
Monday when she got a telephone call that 
changed her life — and potentially plenty of 
other lives, too. The call was from a colleague 
in Vermont, who excitedly informed Bonauto, a 
lawyer for Boston’s Gay and Lesbian Advocates 
and Defenders (GLAD), that the Green 
Mountain State’s supreme court had just ruled 
that same-sex couples are entitled to the same 
legal protections and benefits as heterosexual 
married couples. 

“| was shocked,” Bonauto says. “I wasn’t 
expecting the decision to come down ona 
Monday.” 

Within hours, Bonauto, one of three 
attorneys who argued the case before the 
supreme court, was on a plane for Vermont, 
where she met up with her clients and co- 
counselors. “Suffice it to say, everyone was 
happy,” Bonauto says, laughing. “A good time 
was had by all.” 

What pleased Bonauto and her colleagues 
so much was that the state’s high court had 
found the denial of marriage benefits to same- 


sex couples to be unconstitutional 
discrimination. Vermont's decision is regarded 
as more solid than a previous Hawaii court 
ruling in favor of same-sex marriage, which was 
ultimately swept away when voters passed a 
state constitutional amendment striking down 
the court’s decision. 

“This is a giant step forward for legal equality 
for gay people and their families,” Bonauto says. 

But there is much work left to be done, 
Bonauto warns. 

Vermont's high court has entrusted the 
state’s legislature to determine whether gay 
and lesbian couples should be recognized 
under existing marriage laws or as separate 
“domestic partnerships,” which would 
approximate the legal status given to 
heterosexual married couples. Bonauto 
believes firmly that same-sex couples should 
be entitled to marry — and not be given some 
kind of separate-but-equal designation — but 
she’s giving Vermont's lawmakers the benefit of 
the doubt for now. “We're looking forward to 


working with them,” she says. 
— Jason Gay 
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“Halfway, Oregon, today announced the city council 
has agreed to change its name to Half.com at the request 
of [Internet start-up] Half.com, Inc. .. . ‘We are really 
excited,’ said Dick Crow, mayor of Halfway. ‘Being the 
first dot-com city in America will be a lot of fun and will 
introduce our rustic beauty to the country.’ “ 

— Business Wire, 12/20/99 













€} City of Ultra Lights 


Winston Salem, 
North Carolina, has 
agreed to change its 
name to Winston 
Salem 100s at the 
request of the 
tobacco lobby. “We 
are really excited,” 
said spokesperson Terrence Clam. “Being the 
first filter-tipped city in America will be a lot 
of fun and will cement our status as the loogie 
capital of the world.” 


© City of Brighter Whites 


The nation’s capital has 
agreed to change its name 
to Wash ’n’ Go, DC, at the 
request of a mammoth 
laundromat chain. “We 
are really excited,” said 
spokesperson Bill Winkle. 
“Being the first coin-op 
city in America will be a 
lot of fun and will help clean up our soiled 
public image.” 


©} City of Hightights 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
has agreed to change its 
name to Revlon Rouge at 
the request of a cosmetics 
giant. “We are really 
excited,” said 
spokesperson Jezebel 
Breathe. “Being the first 
beautifully made-up city in America will be a 
lot of fun and will bring out our natural 
contours.” 


© City of Lite 


Salt Lake City, Utah, has agreed to change its 
name to Mrs. Dash Lake City at the request of a 
food-seasoning manufacturer. “We are really 

excited,” said 





































ed 
‘== 


qun®) 








































spokesperson 
Marshie 
Gribbsworth. 
“Being the first 
low-sodium city 
in America will be a lot of fun and will 
introduce us as a tasty, healthy alternative.” 


5] City of Lightweights 


Boise, Idaho, has agreed to change its name 
to Backstreet Boise 
at the request of a 
sappy pop 
sensation’s record 
company. “We are 





really excited,” 
said spokesperson 
Lance D. Boil. 
“Being the first 
chart-topping city in America will be a lot of 
fun and will do a lot to promote Boise as a hip, 
baggy-pants kind of place.” 








— Chris Wright 
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Ultimate Stocking Stuffer! 


Tickets To The. . . 
9th Annual 


ke 
oa 
Boston Wine Expo 


February 5 & 6, 2000 
World Trade Center Boston & Seaport Hotel 


¢ Celebrity Chef Demos 
e Sunday Brunch 


e Over 450 Wineries 
© Seminars With Jancis 
Robinson & Other Experts 
— € J) Special Gift 
15th Annual Envelopes Available! 
| Anthony Spinazzola Gala | 
| Festival Of Food & Wine | 
February 4, 2000 
| World Trade Center Boston 
1-877-946-3976 
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For A Brochure 
Or Tickets 


www.wine-expos.com 
1-877-946-3976 
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TONY BENNETT: /iving Ken 
doll? 


The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our 
times since 1966. The following selec- 
tions, culled from our back files, were 
compiled by Mike Miliard. 


He left it in San Francisco 
years ago: 
December 23, 1994 

Tony Bennett wowed ’em at the an- 
nual WFNX Christmas party. Music 
writer Carly Carioli tried to figure out 
what made the old-timey crooner so ap- 
pealing to the Gen X crowd. 

“It’s probably a mistake to make any 
sense out of Tony Bennett’s miraculous 
resurrection. . . . It just doesn’t add up. 
At 68, he’s in better shape than Sinatra, 
but he’s a tough sell even as an aging sex 
symbol. No Tom Jones vibes. (Bennett, 
who will be performing during halftime 
at this year’s Super Bowl, chuckles when 
asked if he’ll be grabbing his crotch a la 
Michael Jackson: “What crotch?’)” 


Think locally, act nationally 
1 ears ago: 
December 22, 1989 

Those Dan Quayle types love to com- 
plain about drugs and crime as social 
scourges, but political writer Steven 
Stark looked on the bright side. 

“With the economy still avoiding a re- 
cession and the country at peace, voters 
have turned to the federal government to 
deal with concerns like drugs and crime. 
These are usually considered local issues, 
but they rose to national prominence in 
1989, primarily because there was so lit- 
tle on the national agenda. Rather than a 
sign of breakdown in society, the emer- 
gence of these questions indicated that 
Americans had the luxury of worrying 
about secondary issues that they usually 
ignore because other, primary concerns 
are diverting their attention.” 


Road to nowhere 
1 years ago: 
December 25, 1984 

Film writer Owen Gleiberman re- 
viewed Jim Jarmusch’s latest indie re- 
lease, the sparse black-and-white 
Stranger Than Paradise. 

“When the characters actually bother 
to talk to one another, Stranger Than 
Paradise hits moments of observational- 
comedy heaven — it’s like a My Dinner 
with André for the post-punk generation. 
But Jarmusch also comes up with ex- 
tended scenes in which his mopey 
heroes don’t say very much, and by the 
end we want to know more of what’s 
going on inside their heads. The premise 
is that Eva has come to pay a surprise 


TONY BENNETT PHOTOBYERICANTONIOU OS™” 


visit to her Hungarian-born (but now 
thoroughly Americanized) cousin — 
and the two can barely stand each other. 
Willie, who doesn’t appear to have any- 
thing resembling a job, spends his days 
lounging around his sparsely furnished 
Lower East Side apartment and watch- 
ing TV. . . . It’s a combination out of 
some nightmare sit-com: Willie the 
monosyllabic hipster, Eva the foreign 
» teenager whose over-deliberate way 
&) with American slang makes her 
sound like a female version of one 
»» of the Wild and Crazy Guys.” 


The kids aren’t alright 
2 ears ago: 
December 25, 
1979 
After several people were 
crushed to death in a horrific 
stampede at a Who concert 
in Cincinnati, music editor 
Kit Rachlis reviewed the 
band’s Boston appearance 
“If the deaths-by- 
trampling in Cincinnati confirmed all the 
expectations of rock’s enemies — you 
know, dope, alcohol, uncontrollable 
mob, greedy entrepreneur — it also 
shattered, however temporarily, the 
Who’s benign faith in their audience. 
When Pete Townshend said several days 
later that the Who cared about those 
kids more than some of their parents, he 
wasn’t lying. And, like parents who must 
live with the drunken-driving death of a 
son or daughter, the Who must accept 
the knowledge that in trusting their child 
with the family car, they did nothing 
wrong, and also the utter horror of the 
result. So in Boston last week . . . the 
Who had to listen to another request for 
the family car. You could see the toll on 
Townshend’s face.” 


PETE TOWNSHEND hands 
over the keys. 


nen attack 
2 years ago: 

5 December 24, 1974 

City Councilor Albert “Dapper” 
O’Neil was acquitted of holding a gun to 
a youth’s head after a minor traffic acci- 
dent. Associate editor Dave O’Brian re- 
counted some of the more entertaining 








STRANGER THAN 
PARADISE: nightmare sit-com. 


moments of the trial. 

“David Smith, of Jamaica Plain .. . 
said he heard someone ask O’Neil if he 
had read Hemann his rights and that 
O’Neil retorted: ‘Rights? Don’t give me 
that fucking constitutional bullshit. He 
has no rights.’ And Andrew Cook testi- 
fied he came out of a bar, saw O’Neil 
‘snatch a boy out of a car,’ and heard the 
councilor say, ‘If you move, I’ll blow 
your fucking head off.’ . . . In answer to 
those who claimed he threatened He- 
mann, O’Neil offered this explanation: 
‘He said, “Let go of me,” and I said, 
“I’m not going to let go and have you 
take another sucker punch and knock 
my fucking head off.” ’” 

The ghost of sock hops past 
30 years ago: 
December 24, 1969 

Music writer Howard Husock re- 
viewed a Boston Tea Party appearance 
by those legendary ’50s revivalists, Sha 
Na Na. 

“ “Boy, dey had a really good band at 
that Tea Party last night.’ 

“*Oh yeah?’ 

“Yeah, dey could dance and sing, 
played all the songs. “At the Hop,” 
“Wipe Out,” “Get a Job” — you re- 
member that one?’ .. . 

“Yeah, sure, we remember all of em 

. white socks and record hops, first 
romance with a good beat to dance, 
greasy hair and drinking beer, Elvis and 
his pelvis, remembering rock when we 
called it roll. Maybe so much remember- 
ing means we’re getting old?” 


Where are they now? 

Carly Carioli is the events editor of the 
Boston Phoenix. Steven Stark is a popu- 
lar-culture commentator on National 
Public Radio and the author of Glued to 
the Set: The 60 Television Shows and 
Events That Made Us Who We Are 


* Today (Delta). Owen Gleiberman is a 


film critic for Entertainment Weekly. Kit 
Rachlis is an editor of the LA Times 
Magazine. The late Dave O’Brian was a 
feature writer for the San Jose Mercury 
News. 
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What pe 





ople forget is that 


some of our greatest 
residents _— vitor 
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Why 2K? 


Advice from the experts — just in case 


LACK HEBREW ACTIVISTS, the Federal Trade Commission, MIT, and your mom all agree on 

one thing — some pretty heavy trouble could be going down this New Year's Day. It’s too late to 

build and stock a proper bunker, but there are some inexpensive and easy-to-find items that you 
may want to pick up just in case. We got five suggestions from those in the know: 

It took the folks at Kenmore Army Navy about one second to recommend a gas mask. Think of sub- 
ways, think of anarchist cookbooks, think of all the canned beans your roommate has in the pantry. Is- 
raeli gas masks are $19.95 at Kenmore Army Navy, Arsenal Mall, 485 Arsenal Street, Watertown. 

You can’t buy a shotgun — or even a stun gun — without a drawn-out background check, 
but pepper spray is nasty enough, and easy to buy. Pepper spray brings would-be crimi- 
nals down low as they weep and rub pepper gas deeper into their burning eyes. It costs 
$14.95 at Roach’s Sporting Goods, 1957 Mass Ave (Porter Square), Cambridge. 

To live you must eat, and to live well you must eat well. With a propane stove, you'll 
be able to braise scallions when the gas kicks out. And everyone knows mac and 
cheese is impossible without hot water. Propane stoves start at $25 at Hilton’s Tent City, 

272 Friend Street (North Station), Boston. 

With your local water plant down and the closetful of 

Budweiser Millennium depleted, you will be happy to 
have a few packs of water-purification tablets. The 
packs are $4.95 at Hilton’s Tent City. 
Humans have more needs than just food and security. 
The Pocket Rocket is “the most powerful mini-vibrator we 
have,” say the folks at Hubba Hubba. Let the others worry 
about food; just remember to bring enough AA batteries and 
Astroglide. Pocket Rocket, $25, and Astroglide, $10, at Hubba 


PHOTOS BY KELLY DAVIDSON 


Hubba, 534 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 


— Alex Shapiro 


wR 
moon Signs BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


OW, IT’S HAPPY ramadama-kwanzaa-kwismas-hanukkah-solsticetime 

again, and me without a card ready. Ah well, waning-moon energy is not 
about getting, it's about giving. This week, the moon gets a case of the dwindles, 
even though we’re seeing more sunlight. If you follow sun-sign astrology, you'll 
know that Jupiter and Saturn are beautifully visible in the night sky. The gap be- 
tween these two gas giants (Jupiter approaches the horizon first) will be even 
smaller this month. And Orion the Hunter has been visible all month, striding 
across the sky. | tell you these things so that no matter how you're handling the 
holiday, you'll have a reason to say things are looking up! 


Thursday, December 23 

Waning moon in Cancer. 

I’m just stating the obvious, 
but this moon suggests it’s a really 
good idea to spend time at home, 
wherever that is (“where everybody 
knows your name” definitely counts). 
The ingredients are in place for 
meaningful (if freighted) romantic 
gestures, especially for Scorpios or 
Pisces — or Cancers, who need to 
be careful about feeling that their 
Christmas stockings are going to 
bulge with coal. 


Friday, December 24 
Waning moon in 
Cancer/Leo. You might get 


a sense of the high-kicking Christ- 
mas festivities this evening, but oth- 
erwise, this water-sign moon sug- 
gests that home entertainment is the 
way to go. Cancers really, really, re- 


ally need to be with others on this 
day — but others you respect, who 
have earned their place in life. Aries 
are going hoarse from talking too 
much, and Libras just can’t get 
enough action — which means 
they’re more assertive than usual. 
Moon void of course from 3:30 to 
11:30 a.m. 


Saturday, December 25 
Waning moon in Leo, 
Christmas Day. Leo moons 


usually make people very conscious 
of how good they look to others, so 
depending on how much fire you 
have in your chart, you may be try- 
ing too hard with your outfits. Leos 
are capable of being superb hosts or 
petulant guests, while Aquarians (if 
in an unstable romance) just can’t 
be alone quickly enough. Sagittari- 
ans, on the other hand, can unite 


everyone with their characteristic 
good (weird) humor. 


Sunday, December 26 
Waning moon in Leo, 
Boxing Day. Unless 


you’re completely wrung out by 
your Yule activities, say yes to any 
party that comes along — this 
moon ensures a lively good time. 
Taureans may be completely 
toasted on host duties, but that 
doesn’t mean they don’t welcome 
more company. Scorpios, who sel- 
dom feel regret, are in danger of 
saying “shoulda, coulda.” Moon 
VOC 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 


Monday, December 27 
Waning moon in Virgo. If 
you’ve put off assembling 


the complicated electronic or me- 
chanical gizmos you received for 
the holiday, today and tomorrow are 
superb days to switch on the halo- 
gen lamp and get fiddly. Virgos are 
definitely in a party mood, and 
they’ll be quietly resentful if you 
don't join in. Capricorns are feeling 
grateful that they’ve managed to 
avoid stepping into a difficult ro- 
mantic situation. 
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Tuesday, December 28 
Waning moon in Virgo. If 
there’s going to be an argu- 


ment erupting (especially among 
your earth-sign pals), today is a fine 
day for it. It's an even finer day for 
burying yourself in work. Virgos 
need to remember that not everyone 
is capable of their remarkable feats 
of memory and precision. Taureans 
need to figure out how to make flexi- 
bility go along with firmness — use 
the void-of-course time for letting go 
of some expectations. Moon VOC 2 
to 7:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, December 29 
Waning moon in Libra, last 
quarter. Think of the cres- 


cent moon as a corner you have to 
turn past to get to the next vista. With 
the moon in Libra, the atmosphere 
goes from pleased to eager-to-please 
(which sums up Libra in a shot 
glass). Today and tomorrow should 
be really pleasant days of mild social- 
izing, or maddening days of indeci- 
sion (do you have to be at work on 
Saturday for that Y2K thing?). Can- 
cers are feeling that their luck is run- 
ning out, which just means they have 
to work harder. s 


iCE 
por nate 


s 


Key to Moon Signs 


This horoscope traces the passage of the 
moon, not the sun. Simply read from day to 
day to watch the moon's influence as it moves 
though the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you 
are beginning a new 28-day emotional cycle, 
and you can expect increased insight and 
emotionality. When the moon moves into the 
sun sign opposite yours (see below), expect to 
have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, 
family, or authority figures; social or romantic 
activities will not be at their best. 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes 


Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. 
The moon stays in each sign approximately 
two and a half days. 

As the moon moves between signs, it will 
sometimes become “void of course,” making 
no major angles to planets. Consider this a 
null time-and try to avoid decision-making or 


and advice column, visit our Web site at 
www.bostonphoenix.com. 

Symboline Dai can be reached at 
symboline @ aol.com. 
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OUT THERE 


Why minimalist holidays suck 


Gimme 


BY KRIS FRIESWICK 


VER THE PAST decade, I’ve noticed a disturb- 

ing trend in the Christmas holidays. Everywhere 

I look, there are articles telling me that this 
year, I should “Simplify, simplify.” Media commenta- 
tors wax nostalgic for the days when the holidays had 
real meaning, and they decry the blatant consumerist 
orgy that Christmas has become. In December’s Red- 
book magazine, author Joyce Maynard explains that 
she’s giving her children fewer presents this year to 
teach them the deeper message of Christmas. 

I’ve got just one thing to say to her and all these 
Christmas minimalists. Cut it out. Now. 

Christmas was the most magical time of the year for 
me when I was a child, and I’m here to tell you, it 
wasn’t ‘cause it marked the birth of Christ. Nope. It 
was all about the goodies. I will not stand idly by 
while these holiday ascetics attempt to rob a genera- 
tion of children of the wonder, the enthusiasm, the 
pure excitement and anticipation that consumed me, 
my brother, and my sister around Christmastime. 

Without the promise of a treasure-trove of presents, 
Christmas is just another holy day of obligation, but 
with more music. I’m certain that there are seven- 
year-olds out there who have divine thoughts and cel- 
ebrate Christmas as the birthday of one of our most 
influential religious personages, but I don’t know any. 
I mean, come on, do we really want to turn Christmas 
into another Lent? Who, exactly, started the rumor 
that “less loot” equals a “more meaningful” holiday? 
Meaningful for whom? 

My holidays were plenty 
meaningful when I was a kid. 

Frankly, they rocked. At our 
house, at 5:15 on Christmas 
morning, our eyes would pop 
open, and my brother, sister, 
and I would rush into our 
parents’ room. “Is it okay if 
we get up now?” we would 
yell, and hop on top of our 
parents, dodging my father’s 
arm as he groggily attempted 
to swat us off the bed. Final- 
ly, after 10 minutes of 
threats, my father would re- 
lent. “Stay here while I go 
make sure Santa came,” he 
always said, filling us with a 
momentary panic that maybe 
Santa had found some in- 
criminating info and skipped 
our house. (My fear was es- 
pecially acute one year when, 
days before Christmas, I ran 
down my third-grade teach- 
er, Mrs. Hughes, with my 
Flexible Flyer during play pe- 
riod.) 

When we heard the words 
“Okay, he came,” all hell would break loose. We 
would scream down the hallway to the living room, 
where a veritable mountain of sparkly presents 
teetered underneath a brilliantly lit tree. Nothing was 
better than tearing through that stack of gifts, finding 
box after box of unexpected treats. Sometimes we re- 
ceived our hearts’ desire, sometimes we didn’t, but it 
didn’t matter. What mattered was the anticipation, 
then the excitement and surprise of opening all those 
cool boxes. 

Now, we weren't rich. Far, far from it. And our pre- 
sents, in retrospect, weren’t very big or expensive. But 
there were lots of them. And they were individually 
wrapped with loving care — even if they were just 
batteries. That’s all we cared about: volume. I’ve for- 
gotten the gifts, but I will always cherish the memo- 
ries. (Well, actually, I never forgot one gift, a Chrissy 
doll, with the luxurious, growing hair. I got her when 
I was eight. She became Punk Chrissy the day after 
Christmas, when I cut all her hair into a two-inch 
Mohawk.) 

Today, simplified Christmases may sound all righ- 
teous and moral, but I can tell you from firsthand ex- 
perience, they aren’t gonna get anyone up at 
5:15 a.m. Yes, sadly, my family’s Christmases eventu- 
ally downsized as we adorable children became petu- 
lant teenagers. I don’t know what happened, exactly. 


DAVID SIPRESS 


Maybe my parents blew their Christmas wad when we 
were young, or maybe it was the first wave of the 
“simplify” movement, but their enthusiasm, and the 
volume of presents, seemed to wane dramatically as 
we hit late puberty. 

At first, there were fewer and fewer boxes under the 
tree. I’m sure their dollar value was double what my 
parents spentwhen we were kids, but it was quantity 
we were after, not quality, and the change took the 
exciting edge off of Christmas morning. We began 
sleeping till 7:30 a.m. Our parents interpreted our 
sleeping habits as a lack of interest in the holiday, 
which caused them to buy even fewer gifts. It was a 
vicious, horrible cycle. Once we’d left home, the vol- 
ume problem got so severe that when we did visit for 
the holidays, our parents had to start waking us up. I 
even swatted at my father one dreary Christmas 
morning; “Jesus, Dad, go back to bed. It’s only 8:30.” 
I feel a pang of sadness every Christmas morning 
when I realize I’ve gone through yet another holiday 
season without experiencing that delicious anticipa- 
tion on Christmas Eve. Why inflict that on a kid any 
earlier than you have to? 

I realize that, for some, Christmas is the celebration 
of a sacred holiday, nothing more. I give those selfless 
people all the respect in the world. But face it. Christ- 
mas taps into one of our most basic human instincts: 
the desire to get free stuff. Why do you think Christ- 
mas got so popular in the first place? Whether it’s a 
pagan ceremony, a solstice festival, Hanukkah, Kwan- 


SIPRESS 


zaa, or Christmas — almost every winter holiday ritu- 
al involves gift-giving. Heck, even Christ got lots of 
presents on Christmas. (Does anyone know what a 
newborn would actually do with myrrh?) I strongly 
believe that giving to others is a wondrous and fulfill- 
ing act. But receiving — now that’s worth getting up 
at dawn for. 

On behalf of children everywhere, I urge you to 
fight Christmas minimalism. Search your own hearts 
and memories. Remember what it felt like to be a kid. 
You couldn’t drink alcohol, drive a car, stay up late, 
or use a credit card, and you had to eat vegetables you 
hated . . . remember how being a kid kinda sucked. 
But then there was Christmas. It was the one day of 
the year that made it all worthwhile. You got show- 
ered with presents and you never had to worry about 
who was paying for it or how. You didn’t feel guilty 
for not buying anything in return. This year, keep the 
tradition alive. Help another generation of children 
hold on to this precious birthright. Who knows . . . 
maybe next year, someone will shower you with pre- 
sents. Wouldn’t it feel good, just one more time, to 
wake up at 5:15 on Christmas morning and barrel 
down the hallway to see what Santa brought? = 


Kris Frieswick is a magazine writer living in Newton. 
She can be reached at krisf1 @gte.net. 


THE STRAIGHT DOPE 


BY CECIL ADAMS 

While waxing nostalgic over our favorite cartoons from the 
60s and ’70s, some friends and I suddenly realized that Dis- 
ney’s The Lion King bears a striking resemblance in plot and 
cast to the Japanese-made ‘60s TV series Kimba the White 
Lion. To wit: 1) orphaned lion cub destined to be king 
(Kimba/Simba); 2) father who died in treacherous circum- 
stances (Caesar/Mufasa); 3) annoying busybody bird 
(Polly/Zazu); 4) wise but eccentric baboon (Dan’l/Rafiki); 

5) cute girlfriend cub (Kitty/Nala); 6) villainous hyenas who are 
always trying to take over. So what’s the straight dope? Is Dis- 
ney’s hit really just a cheap rip-off? 
Dr. M.G. 
Via America Online 
i 

Well, it wasn’t a cheap rip-off — have you been to a first- 
run movie lately? You also missed a few other parallels: 

7) name similarity: Kimba/Simba (duh); 8) evil Japanese lion, 
Claw, with one eye versus evil Disney lion, Scar, with scar over 
one eye; 9) little lion looks up to see the ghost of his father in 
the clouds; 10) heroic pose of lion on jutting rock. Item 10 is 
particularly striking — see http://www.cs.indiana.edu/ 
hyplan/tanaka/Tezuka_Disney/Tezuka_Disney.html. 

A coincidence here and there I could see. But 10? When 
The Lion King came out in 1994, a lot of people concluded 
that Disney, so zealous in defending its own intellectual prop- 
erty that it once demanded removal of Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse images from a day-care center, might have appropriat- 
ed someone else’s. 

Kimba the White Lion was the work of legendary Japanese 
manga (comic book) artist Osamu Tezuka, who also created 
Astroboy. Originally called The Jungle Emperor, the white lion’s 
adventures appeared in print during the early 50s and were 
made into a weekly TV series that aired on NBC starting in 
1966. The show’s 52 half-hour episodes could be seen in syn- 
dication until the late *70s and are now available on video. 

When The Lion King opened in Japan, the uncredited Kimba 
parallels caused an uproar. More than 1100 Japanese manga 
and anime (animation) artists and fans signed a petition asking 
Disney to acknowledge its debt to Tezuka. Disney refused, 
saying that the similarities were coincidental and that it had 
had no knowledge of Kimba. 

Not true, investigation revealed. Of eight production people 
for The Lion King contacted by the San Francisco Chronicle, 
three admitted familiarity with the series. But virtually everyone 
involved denied Tezuka’s influence, saying the real inspirations 
were Bambi and Hamlet (you know, prince avenges father’s 
murder by evil usurper). They claimed the parallels were an.in- 
evitable result of working with similar material, and in fact the 
two stories are quite different in many respects. 

They haven’t budged on that story since — and I’m not 
just talking about Disney brass. Most animators for The 
Lion King are still with Disney and have to clear their com- 
ments with the head office, but I was able to reach Tom 
Sito, the head of the animators’ union. He worked on story- 
boards for The Lion King but is now directing for Warner 
Bros. “Believe me when I say that this Kimba/Lion King par- 
allel is a nonstory,” Sito told me. “I have no vested interest 
in defending Disney. It just never came up. We worked for 
months on the story and I remember the anime show from 
my childhood, but honestly, no one to my knowledge ever 
made the connection.” 

But Tom, | said, making an animated film is a collaborative 
process. You throw out ideas, dredge up dimly recalled stuff 
from your youth — and how many animated productions 
about lions have there been? It’d be only natural to lift an idea 
from Kimba and not remember where you’d seen it. One 
source quoted by the Chronicle, in fact, said Tezuka’s influence 
may have been “subliminal.” 

Sito didn’t buy it. Think Hamlet, he said. “Zazu is Polonius, 
Scar is Claudius, Rafiki the Shakespearean fool. The father in 
the clouds is the ghost king appearing on the battlements — it 
looks more impressive in the clouds than a ghost walking 
through the weeds. The one-eyed Japanese villain is an icono- 
graphic favorite that appears in dozens of anime and manga 
stories; it would be hard to base a court case on that one.” Sito 
conceded that animated films are collaborative but said profes- 
sional pride prevents animators from knowingly ripping off 
others. 

A reasonable argument. But you be the judge. Te 


Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight 
Dope message board, http://www.straightdope.com, or write 
him at the Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 
02215. Cecil’s latest compendium of knowledge, Triumph of 
the Straight Dope, is available at bookstores everywhere. 
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CAMBRIDGE 


Cambridge’s mayoral race is unofficially 
under way. Bring on the dealmaking, 
butt-kissing, and backbiting! 


Wild cards 


BY JASON GAY 


ETTING A GRIP on a Cambridge 

mayoral contest is like trying to tackle 

a piglet slathered in baby oil. Every 
time you think you’ve got a handle on who’s 
going to win, it slides out of your grasp. 
Contenders keep emerging, and favorites 
change week to week, day to day, even hour 
to hour. One moment it’s Candidate A 
(oink, squish!), the next it’s going to be 
Candidate B (oink, squish!), the next it’s 


Candidate C (oink, squish!). It’s maddening. 


But it’s also fun. Cambridge’s mayoral 
election — in which the nine city coun- 
cilors pick a leader from among their own 
ranks — is a throwback to the good old 
days of.city politics, when leaders were 
elected in smoke-filled rooms amid bluffs, 
backstabs, side deals, and last-minute in- 
trigue. Sure, it’s not pure democracy. But 
anyone who thinks politics have become 
too dull should spend some time around 
Cambridge City Hall in the coming weeks. 

The city council doesn’t officially begin 
the process of choosing a mayor until Jan- 
uary 3. But the race is already well under 
way behind the scenes. For several weeks 
now, mayoral wanna-bes have been burn- 
ing up the phone lines and quietly meeting 


with colleagues, trying to pull together the 
five votes needed to win. 

So far, three main contenders have 
emerged. One is Anthony Galluccio, the 
energetic 32-year-old who currently serves 
as the city’s vice-mayor. Another is Kathy 
Born, the ranking councilor affiliated with 
the Cambridge Civic Association (CCA), 
the city’s long-time progressive political 
committee. Finally, there’s Michael Sulli- 
van, who at the very least possesses the 
mayoral pedigree — his dad, Walter Sulli- 
van, held the city’s top job. 

From there, who knows? Technically 
speaking, every city councilor has a shot. 
You have iconoclasts like Ken Reeves, 
who’s already served two terms as mayor 


(from 1992 to 1996), and Tim Toomey, an 
East Cambridge stalwart who also serves as 


a state representative. You also have CCA 
councilor Henrietta Davis and three new- 
comers — Jim Braude, Marjorie Decker, 
and David Maher. In reality, none of these 
folks seems to have a great chance of be- 
coming mayor. But their votes will be criti- 
cal and much in demand. 

So let the gamesmanship begin. Or, as 
they say in Cambridge, the gamespersonship. 
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“It’s hard to call,” says Ken Reeves. Adds and try not to 


Kathy Born: “Anything can happen.” 


office with pretty portraits 
start trouble. 

That said, a lot of people want the gig. 
After all, even if being mayor of Cambridge 
doesn’t make you the most powerful person 
in the world, you're still the city’s top dog. 
Even if they don’t publicly say so, every 
councilor at one time or another wonders, 
What would life be like if I were mayor? 

ee §6That’s because every two 
years, each of them has a 
chance of winning the cor- 
ner office. It’s not the way 
it is in Boston, for example, 
where most city councilors 
have a better chance of get- 
ting elected to the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame than 
to the mayor’s office. 

And there have been 
some memorable Cam- 
bridge mayoral contests. 
Just take the last two. In 
1996, it took two months 
and 22 separate ballots to 
elect Sheila Russell, who 
was installed only after 
CCA vet Frank Duehay 
broke party ranks to vote 
for a colleague aligned with 
the city’s more working- 
class, centrist “indepen- 
dent” bloc. Two years 
later, the mayor’s race got 
ugly when Katherine Tri- 
antafillou, who thought she 
had the votes, was passed 
over at the last minute by 
her own CCA colleagues, 
who joined ranks with Gal- 
luccio to tap Duehay in- 
stead. Depending on 
whose version of the story 
you believe, Duehay’s win was either a 
hard-nosed political play or a double-cross- 
ing. Either way, it demonstrated the unpre- 
dictability of the election process — and 
the potential for hurt feelings. 


See CAMBRIDGE, page 12 


EING THE mayor of Cambridge isn’t 

like being the mayor of Boston, 
Somerville, or even Newton. It’s a largely 
ceremonial job. You don’t have true execu- 
tive power; day-to-day administrative deci- 
sions are made by an appointed city manag- 





GALLUCCIO was the top vote-getter in the past two 
city-council elections, but can the pick of the people 
persuade his fellow pols to make him mayor? 


er. The mayor’s only big task (granted, this is 
not insignificant) is to serve as the chair of 
the school committee. There’s a nice little 
pay hike, too: about 20 grand on top of a 
councilor’s $42,375 salary. But basically, you 
cut ribbons, pose for pictures, enjoy a nice 
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CAMBRIDGE, from page 11 

“Sometimes I fear that the personality 
stuff comes out more than it should [in a 
mayoral race], so the potential for irrepara- 
ble harm is greater than in a [general elec- 
tion],” says Michael Sullivan. 

Going into the 2000 race, Galluccio, an- 
other member of the independent group, 
seems to have the most momentum. He’s 
been the leading vote-getter in the past two 
council elections, and his blowout win this 
year — Galluccio received a thousand more 
first-place votes than the second-place fin- 
isher, Born — was a testament to his po- 
tent campaign machine. Galluccio can 
make the case, then, that he’s the most 


bag, she might expect the council’s two non- 
affiliated progressives, Reeves and Marjorie 
Decker, to put her over the top. But here it 
gets weird again. Reeves may be a progres- 
sive, but he loathes feeling beholden to anyone 
— that’s why he quit the CCA several years 
ago — and doesn’t feel any obligation toward 
Born, especially if he thinks he himself has a 
crack at the mayor’s job. Decker, too, is a 
progressive wild card. Even though she’s a 
rookie councilor, Decker finished third overall 
in November’s election, and she did that after 
saying “thanks, but no thanks” to the CCA’s 
endorsement. As a result, relations between 
Decker and the CCA are somewhat chilly. It’s 
been speculated that Decker may be more 





popular councilor among the 
people. Among the councilors, 
however, it’s a different story. 
Galluccio’s earnest but relent- 
less style rankles some of his 
colleagues, who may also be 
envious of his vote totals. 

So what would it take for Gal- 
luccio to win? Well, assuming 
he’s got his own vote, he needs 
four more. He nailed down a sur- 
prising one the other day, when 
Tim Toomey announced at a 
council meeting that he'll vote for 
Galluccio when the first ballot is 
called in early January. Toomey’s 
promise was unexpected, given his 
disagreement with Galluccio over 
the city manager, Robert Healy 
(Galluccio likes him; Toomey 
wants him bounced). But Galluc- 
cio says Toomey’s vote is real: 
“He’s in it all the way,” he says. 

Galluccio will also try to get 
backing from Sullivan, Maher, 
and even Reeyes, who has been 
known to do stranger things. 
And he'll ask the three CCA 
councilors — Born, Braude, 
and Henrietta Davis — for a lit- 
tle quid pro quo in return for 
his 1998 tie-breaking vote for 
Frank Duehay. Galluccio has also an- 
nounced that if he’s elected mayor, he won't 
mount a third consecutive bid for Alice 
Wolf's state-rep seat. That promise may not 
be as meaningful as it sounds (Galluccio’s 
already lost two straight to Wolf), but it 
gives Wolf's progressive supporters another 
reason to consider voting for him. 

But here’s where it gets weird. Mayoral 
races in Cambridge are like games of chick- 
en — people who want the job stay in the 
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SULLIVAN, the son of a former Cambridge mayor, 
has the right pedigree. Still, it’s uncertain whether he 
can find the five votes needed to win. 


open to someone like Sullivan, who is known 
for his quiet, low-key style. 

If Born can’t win, the CCA councilors 
must put their votes elsewhere. Galluccio 
thinks he warrants consideration, and the 
CCA may indeed be warmer to him than it 
has been in the past. Sullivan’s also an op- 
tion, though there may be some resistance 
given the long-standing prickliness between 
the CCA and Cambridge’s most powerful 
political family. Reeves? Maybe, but he’s no 


Cambridge’s mayoral election is a 
throwback to the good old days of city 
politics, when leaders were elected in 
smoke-filled rooms. Sure, it’s not pure 

democracy. But it’s fun. 


race until they are absolutely, positively cer- 
tain they don’t have a chance of winning. 
So that means Galluccio can’t count on 
Sullivan’s or Born’s vote (or for that mat- 
ter, anyone from the CCA’s) until Sullivan 
and Born have abandoned their own hopes 
of becoming mayor. 

Observers say that explains why Reeves, 
after listening to Toomey promise his vote 
to Galluccio, stood up himself and said he’d 
vote for Sullivan en the first ballot. Sure, 
Reeves might have done that because he 
thinks Sullivan would be a great mayor. A 
more likely reason, though, is that by back- 
ing Sullivan, Reeves knows he can cool Gal- 
luccio’s jets. Now Sullivan (and anyone who 
likes Sullivan) thinks he has a decent chance 
of winning, and therefore won’t jump to 
Galluccio. Essentially, Reeves’s maneuver 
derailed Galluccio’s momentum and split 
the vote. Without Reeves or Sullivan, Gal- 
luccio will need some of the CCA votes, and 
that bloc will be tough as long as Born 
thinks she can win. (It should also be point- 
ed out that Reeves’s move boosts his own 
chances of making a successful bid if Born, 
Sullivan, and Galluccio are deadlocked.) 

Comprende? Yes, it’s confusing, but that’s 
par for the course in a Cambridge mayoral 
race. Take Born’s candidacy. At first glance, 
her chances would seem good, given that she 
has three CCA votes apparently locked up 
(though, as Katherine Triantafillou might 
warn, you never know). With those in the 


CCA darling either. 

There’s also talk that Braude, a CCA 
newcomer and a maverick of sorts, might 
break with his colleagues in casting his 
vote. Braude scoffs at such speculation. 
“I’m a Kathy Born supporter,” he says. “I 
would love to be seen as the pivotal vote in 
any of this, but I think that’s giving me far 
more power and credit than I deserve.” 

For now, councilors are still confident 
that they can reach an early decision and 
avoid dragging the contest out over several 
weeks. “People don’t want a long holdout,” 
Galluccio insists. But if the election gets 
ugly again — or worse, spills into February 
or beyond — expect renewed discussion 
about Cambridge’s mayoral-election sys- 
tem. Galluccio thinks the city might want to 
consider simply giving the mayor’s job to 
the council’s top vote-getter in the general 
election (not a surprising position for the 
council’s current top vote-getter). Braude, 
on the other hand, wants to junk the system 
and let the people elect the mayor outright. 
And nothing that’s happened so far has 
made him change his mind. 

“The public always feels better about its 
government if major decision-making is 
done in the light of day,” Braude says. “And 
that’s what governmental elections are all 


about.” a 


Jason Gay can be reached at 


jgay@phx.com. 
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is Ken, I’m 5'11”, 
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to share life with the right 
gal. Leave me a mes- 
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Labor 
ains 


HE AFL-CIO NEEDS Al Gore. Not for his position 

on trade, which it opposes. Nor for his opinion on 

China’s joining the World Trade Organization — 
with which it also disagrees. Big labor needs Gore to main- 
tain what union dissidents, labor-democracy advocates, 
and Washington insiders see as the Clinton administra- 
tion’s lenient approach to corruption in the labor move- 
ment. To these observers, the AFL-CIO’s early endorse- 
ment of Gore’s presidential campaign may have been more 
about protecting labor leaders than about advancing the 


interests of American workers. 


Central to this suspicion is a series of 
cases in which the Justice Department is 
moving slowly in prosecuting allegations of 
corruption in the labor movement or is cut- 
ting sweet deals for labor leaders implicated 
in wrongful activity. Consider the following: 

@ The sluggish investigation into cor- 
ruption in the Teamsters union. More 
than two years after the Justice Department 
began its investigation, prosecutors last 
month won a conviction against William 
Hamilton, the former political director of 
the Teamsters, for his role in diverting 
union funds to the 1996 re-election cam- 
paign of Ron Carey, whose victory over 
James Hoffa in the Teamsters’ presidential 
election was subsequently reversed by fed- 
eral monitors because of the money laun- 
dering. Yet other figures who may have 
played a major role have yet to be touched. 

In particular, prosecutors outlined the 
role of Richard Trumka, the secretary-gen- 
eral of the AFL-CIO, who evidence sug- 
gests may have facilitated an illegal scheme 
to kick back $150,000 of Teamsters funds 
to the Carey campaign through a donation 
to Citizens Action, a liberal activist organi- 
zation. Trumka took the Fifth Amendment 
in the case. (Legally, pleading the Fifth 
cannot be taken as an admission of guilt. 
But it is grounds for dismissal as a union 
officer under the AFL-CIO’s Ethical Prac- 
tices Code, and the federation expelled the 
Teamsters for taking the Fifth during the 
1950s.) 

Further trial testimony revealed that Ger- 
ald McEntee, the president of the American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees, and Andy Stern, president of 
the Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU), also agreed to contribute to 


Carey’s campaign in violation of federal 
labor rules governing the election. (An 
SEIU spokesperson says no such offer was 
ever received by or agreed to by Stern.) 
Trumka and McEntee were key proponents 
of the AFL-CIO’s October endorsement of 
Gore. The Hamilton trial finally took place 
after that endorsement — a coincidence 
that saved Gore some embarrassment when 
he addressed the labor federation. 

@ The case of Arthur Coia, president of 
the Laborers’ International Union. Coia, 
who once faced the prospect of a massive 
civil racketeering suit, was able to work out 
a deal that gave the union the ability to 
monitor itself and allowed him to retire at 
the equivalent of his annual salary of 


cer found Coia guilty on conflict-of-interest 
charges stemming from the purchase of a 
$450,000 Ferrari from a Rhode Island car 
dealer, who helped the union boss sidestep 
luxury taxes on the car. Coia, a Clinton ally 
who once attended a state dinner with the 
emperor of Japan, resigned as the president 
of the union earlier this month. He is said 
to be negotiating a plea agreement with 
federal prosecutors on the relatively benign 
conflict-of-interest charge. 

@ The case of Edward Hanley. The for- 
mer president of the Hotel Employees & 
Restaurant Employees International Union 
forged an immunity agreement with federal 
prosecutors last year. Despite a federal mon- 
itor’s finding that Hanley used union funds 
to pay for a $2.5 million jet, and Cadillacs 
for union leaders, his deal with authorities 
shields him from prosecution. The Chicago 
Sun-Times reported that the Justice Depart- 
ment gave federal prosecutors only two 
weeks to determine whether a criminal case 


The alliance between Al Gore 
and big labor exposes the 
Clinton administration's soft 
line on union corruption 


BY SETH GITELL 


AP/WIDE WORLD 


THE DEVIL THEY KNOW: labor leaders are backing Gore because he represents 


the Democratic establishment, not because he represents workers’ interests. 


could be made against Hanley. 

If Gore were a better candidate than Bill 
Bradley on labor issues, these matters 
would be irrelevant. But in fact, an argu- 
ment can be made that the opposite is true. 
Bradley, who was a steward in the players’ 
union when he played with the NBA, has 
embraced a sweeping plan to provide health 
care to the poorest Americans. He is calling 
for tough penalties on companies that ille- 
gally hinder unions from organizing, and 
he supports labor’s position on common 
situs picketing, or the right to picket every- 
where on construction sites. Finally, he 
wholeheartedly supports what is the holy 
grail of labor organizing — card check. If 


this provision is accepted, all a union has to 
do is get more than half a company’s em- 
ployees to sign union cards, and — presto 
— they have a union. 

Gore, meanwhile, is the candidate who 
appeared on Larry King Live to make the 
case for the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) before the deal, which 
was opposed by all the national labor unions, 
passed in the United States. Gore is also the 
candidate who presided over a series of 
trade agreements between this country and 
its foreign trading partners — including the 
agreement on China’s entry into the World 
Trade Organization. He relies heavily on 
principals of a consulting firm that helped 





craft the grassroots campaign for NAFTA, 
and he is surrounded by conservative Demo- 
cratic Leadership Council operatives who 
have worked hard to make the Democratic 
Party friendly to business. Finally, Gore has 
served as vice-president during an era that 
has seen more concentration of wealth and 
income into the hands of a few than the 
country has witnessed in 70 years. Gore 
even seemed to acknowledge Bradley’s 
stronger support for labor when he labeled 
his rival a “left-of-center insurgent.” 


ABOR’S BACKING of Gore is a pretty 

cynical move, says Kim Moody, director 
of Labor Notes, a labor-democracy group 
based in Detroit. “The idea is that a good 


& Connolly, who represented President 
Clinton in his impeachment trial — has 
proclaimed her client’s innocence in state- 
ments to the press. The lawyers for the 
other principals have done likewise. Asked 
whether his client Arthur Coia may have re- 
ceived mild treatment at the hands of pros- 
ecutors, Williams & Connolly’s Howard 
Gutman says, “That rumor was preposter- 
ous when made and proven to be prepos- 
terous at congressional hearings.” And as 
to whether the Manhattan US Attorney’s 
office may be dragging its feet in the Team- 
sters investigation, Gutman says, “It would 
be absurd to think that it would matter to a 
professional prosecutor what any party a 
labor official belonged to. Anybody who 


‘It's in the AFL-CI0's best interests to 
keep Gore in there,’ Says one critic. 
‘Somebody like Bradley might be too much 
of an individual for them.’ 


deal for labor is, they get to protect their 
most crooked guys,” Moody says. “The 
Democrats are going to go softer on those 
people in some cases. That’s the one thing 
that Gore and these people can do for or- 
ganized labor. They’re not going to give 
them card check. They’re not going to give 
them global labor standards, which labor 
really needs. But they could give them the 
ability to protect their leaders who have 
their hands caught in the till. I don’t think 
it’s a good thing at all.” 

Alex Corns, the business manager for 
Hod Carriers Local 36 in Daly City, Cali- 
fornia, agrees. “If we had a Justice Depart- 
ment that was being run by straight-up 
people, [Coia] would have been removed,” 
says Corns. “You haven’t heard anything 
about the [Teamsters] money-laundering 
scandal. What happened to all that? It all 
vanished. It’s in the AFL-CIO’s best inter- 
ests to keep Gore in there. Somebody like 
Bradley might be too much of an individual 
for them.” 

“That has nothing to do with why we 
endorsed Al Gore,” counters AFL-CIO 
spokeswoman Deborah Dion. “We en- 
dorsed Al Gore because he stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the labor movement dur- 
ing the critical last five years of an anti- 
working-family Republican Congress.” 

Granted, what Dion’s implying is unde- 
niably true: the GOP is labor’s main polliti- 
cal enemy. And some observers say that by 
going with the front-runner so early — 
even if he is not the best candidate to pro- 
mote their interests — labor is doing the 
most it can to head off a Republican victo- 
ry. If George W. Bush is elected president, 
after all, labor will find itself in an even 
worse position than it’s in today. Bush sig- 
naled as much at the most recent Republi- 
can debate in Iowa, when he targeted the 
unions’ practice of deducting dues auto- 
matically from workers’ paychecks and 
using them for political purposes. “The 
Democratic Party is really the Democratic 
Party and the labor unions in America,” he 
said. “And my worry is that you do nothing 
about what’s called paycheck protec- 
tion. . . You can’t take a laboring man’s 
money and spend it the way you see fit.” 

But given labor leaders’ possible implica- 
tion in wrongdoing, lack of support for 
union practices isn’t the only thing labor 
would have to worry about if the Republi- 
cans recaptured the White House. For an 
example of what top officials of organized 
labor might be up against in a Bush adminis- 
tration, look no further than the husband- 
and-wife team of Joseph diGenova and Vic- 
toria Toensing. DiGenova served as the 
United States Attorney for the District of 
Columbia under Ronald Reagan; Toensing 
was a Justice Department official under Rea- 
gan as well. They worked for a Republican- 
led congressional committee that investigated 
the Teamsters probe. Toensing says evi- 
dence dug up by her committee pointed to 
more potential criminal liability than was in- 
vestigated. “The evidence we had in our 
hearings pointed to Trumka’s involvement,” 
Toensing says. 

The labor leaders and their supporters, 
of course, say they have nothing to fear. 
Trumka’s attorney — Nicole Seligman of 
the well-known Washington firm Williams 


knows the prosecutors in the Southern 
District of New York knows they could not 
be influenced in the slightest by politics.” 

Neither the Justice Department nor the 
US Attorney’s office in New York respend- 
ed to telephone calls seeking comment. 
Gore, who has taken no formal position on 
the continuing Justice Department over- 
sight of the Teamsters, told the Associated 
Press that the case should be decided “on 
the legal merits, not on the basis of what I 
think or the president thinks.” All Bush- 
campaign spokeswoman Mindy Tucker 
would say on the matter of potential in- 
quiries into labor corruption is that “a Bush 
administration would make decisions based 
on what’s best for the country, not based 
on politics.” 


S THE Clinton/Gore connection to 

labor corruption unfolds, opposition to 
the Gore endorsement is emerging. The 
president of the Teamsters, James Hoffa, 
has not followed the lead of the AFL-CIO 
in endorsing the vice-president. Neither has 
the United Auto Workers. Even Robert 
Reich, President Clinton’s former secretary 
of labor, elected to endorse Bradley last 
month. “Bill Bradley has come up with a 
set of policies that are better for the work- 
ing people than the policies advanced by Al 
Gore in this campaign,” says Reich, who 
now teaches at Brandeis University. “This 
economic expansion is most notable for the 
huge concentration of wealth and income 
it’s created at the top. Families in the mid- 
dle have barely seen any improvement in 
their incomes, and working families below 
them are working harder for less money.” 

Labor activists on the local level are 
echoing Reich’s message. In New Hamp- 
shire, Beth Campbell, a board member of 
SEIU Local 1984, says she is with Bradley 
because the former senator favors tougher 
penalties on companies that play dirty to 
fight organizing efforts. In San Francisco, 
Doug Yamamoto, the business representa- 
tive of the Glaziers and Glassworkers 
Union Local 718, is supporting Bradley be- 
cause Bradley favors letting unions picket 
both union and non-union gates at a work- 
site. Yamamoto says that Bradley got a 
standing ovation for his stance at the na- 
tional meeting of his organization. And 
Tom Shea, the business manager of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers’ Local 405, appeared at an event 
with Bradley last week in Cedar Rapids, 
lowa. “I was impressed with him at a Jef- 
ferson-Jackson Day orchestrated by a lot of 
people that like to be a shill for Mr. Gore,” 
Shea says. “Sometimes the internationals 
forget to check with local people to see how 
they really feel before they put forward 
their opinion.” 

The AFL-CIO is unfazed by this dissent 
among the ranks. “We’re very proud of the 
fact that we endorsed Al Gore,” says the 
AFL-CIO’s Dion. Back in October, the 
AFL-CIO’s president, John Sweeney, laud- 
ed Gore for his 88 percent labor voting 
record as a senator from Tennessee — an 
anti-labor state. Sweeney praised Gore’s 
work on workplace health, wage standards, 
Medicare, and Social Security. Dion also 
claims that Gore supports the card-check 
policy that would make it far easier for 
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JAMES HOFFA, the new Teamsters president, may represent the labor 
movement's future. He’s waiting to see what he can get from politicians before 


deciding to carry their water. 





JOHN SWEENEY, who's led the AFL-CIO since 1995, wrested control of the 
labor movement from the hands of his Cold Warrior predecessors. Still, he hasn’t 


quite ushered in a new age of labor activism. 





unions to organize, and notes that Gore 
talked about it at an AFL-CIO convention 
four years ago in Pittsburgh. Gore has 
added a reference to card check in his talk- 
ing poirits to labor. 

Does Reich, who headed the Labor De- 
partment during much of the Clinton-Gore 
years, remember Gore’s being a big sup- 
porter of card check? “No.” Did Gore 
lobby Reich to help make card check a real- 
ity? “No.” Does Reich remember Gore’s 
saying anything about the issue? “No.” 

“Gore isn’t proposing to do this,” 
Reich says. 


F COURSE, there are reasonable argu- 

ments to be made for the AFL-CIO 
leadership’s hasty endorsement of Gore 
over Bradley. Both candidates have pretty 
lousy records on trade. At least Gore, as an 
avowed environmentalist, wants the World 
Trade Organization to deal with issues that 
affect the environment and would like labor 
concerns to be considered. (Bradley an- 


nounced support for similar labor and envi- 
ronmental protections recently at Tufts 
University.) Then there is the thinking that 
labor is best served when it comes out early 
and marshals its power in favor of a single 
candidate. This is what the AFL-CIO ar- 
gued in its endorsement resolution: “The 
best opportunity to influence the outcome 
of the 2000 elections is through the early 
and full participation of working men and 
women ... The 2000 election cycle is al- 
ready well advanced. The issues that will 
drive decisions in November of next year 
are being shaped now, and the presidential 
nominees will be chosen by early March. 
Every week we delay the full involvement of 
working people in that process will lessen 
the impact of our views and voices.” 

But essentially, labor leaders are with 
Gore because he is the devil they know. 
Notwithstanding talk of scandal and illegal 
activity, big labor likes the Democratic es- 
tablishment. In this case, that means Gore. 


See POLITICS, page 16 
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ROBERT REICH, Clinton's former secretary of labor, has declined to endorse Al 


Gore. 
people,” he says. 
POLITICS, from page 15 


Many of the labor leaders in this country — 


John Sweeney and Gerald McEntee, to name 


a couple — are closely allied with the Clin- 
ton-Gore administration. McEntee, in par- 
ticular, spoke passionately on Gore’s behalf 
at the AFL-CIO’s convention in October. 
Big labor is also closely allied with Clin- 
ton fundraiser Terry McAuliffe, the busi- 
nessman who offered to back the 
$1.35 million mortgage for the Clintons’ 
new home in Chappaqua, New York. The 
New York Times has reported that a union 
pension fund loaned him $50 million to fi- 
nance one of his real-estate deals, and Van- 
ity Fair notes that the AFL-CIO used 
Household International Corp. — a bank- 
ing client of McAuliffe and Martin Davis, a 


“Bill Bradley has come up with a set of policies that are better for the working 


current system works against labor’s inter- 
ests. “I don’t think it helps that there are 
these slimeballs who raise money. It helps to 
get Democrats elected, but it doesn’t do 
anything for labor,” Moody says, suggesting 
that it might be better for labor if it had em- 
ulated its counterparts in Europe and creat- 
ed a labor or working-class political party. 


NDEED, SOME activists see the Gore 

endorsement as a disappointing sign of 
how little the labor movement has really 
done to keep up with the times. When John 
Sweeney ascénded to the helm of the AFL- 
CIO in 1995, many observers saw that as a 
watershed election. Sweeney had wrestled 
control of the movement from the Lane 
Kirkland wing that predominated in the 


It is worth asking what labor has to gain by 
allying itself with a fat cat like Clinton 
fundraiser Terry McAuliffe, who represents the 
kind of big money usually found in the GOP. 


campaign consultant implicated in the 
Teamsters scandal — for its credit-card 
business. The union’s decision won 
McAuliffe a share of millions of dollars in 
commission money. 

McAuliffe is the focus of some scrutiny 
because of a plan — the details of which 
have emerged as a result of the federal 
Teamsters probe — for the union to siphon 
money to the Carey campaign through the 
Democratic Party. In his interview with the 
New York Times, he acknowledged that he 
discussed a swap of donations between the 
Teamsters and the Democratic Party, but 
he said he did not know the DNC money 
was supposed to go to Carey’s campaign. 
His lawyer has told the press that McAuliffe 
is innocent of any wrongdoing. Without 
even speculating about his role in these 
matters, it is worth asking what labor has to 
gain by allying itself with a fat cat like 
McAuliffe, who is, as Vanity Fair puts it, “a 
self-made multimillionaire, with a fortune 
that may reach into nine digits.” McAuliffe 
represents big mone} ; 
usually found in the GOP, not the national 
labor movement. 

Some labor activists, in fact, fear that po- 
tential new union members will stay away if 
the American labor movement seeks to fur- 
ther its relationships with the Terry 
McAuliffes of the world. That’s what’s led 
Beth Campbell to get behind the Bradley 
campaign, which has put the spotlight on 
campaign-finance reform. “I’m tired of 
fundraising phone calls being made from 
the White House,” Campbell says. “I’m 
tired of them having fundraisers at a Bud- 
dhist temple. I’m tired of having everything 
being whitewashed over.” 

Kim Moody, of Labor Notes, thinks the 


waning days of the Cold War. Kirkland and 
his protégé, Tom Donahue, were social- 
democratic Cold Warriors who had aided 
the Polish solidarity movement and helped 
bring an end to Soviet domination of East- 
ern Europe. But labor activists came to find 
them out of step with changing realities. 
Sweeney’s election was supposed to usher 
in an energetic new age of labor activism. 

To be sure, some of this has happened. 
Sweeney has helped publicize the horrors 
of sweatshops. Labor organizing has target- 
ed new immigrants and forged alliances 
with other progressive causes. But the four 
years since Sweeney’s election have shown 
the current labor leadership to be more of 
an interregnum, caught between two eras. 
Although Sweeney was outspoken in oppo- 
sition to the Seattle WTO talks and on 
China’s entry into that body, his tenure will 
most likely be characterized by the grand 
alliance between labor and the Clinton- 
Gore administration — an alliance we will 
see in full bloom during the summer 
months, when one of Gore’s likeliest de- 
fenses against Bush’s TV attacks will come 
from labor ads (see “Going for Broke,” 
News and Features, December 17). 

The real future of the labor movement 
probably lies in the grassroots activism that 
put Seattle on the map and the pragmatic 
dynamism of the Teamsters leader, Hoffa, 
who is waiting to see what he can get out of 
the politicians before deciding to carry their 
water. Until that future arrives, though, ex- 
pect more contortions from labor — and 
Gore — as they try to work out the details 
of their unlikely partnership. @ 


Seth Gitell can be reached at 
sgitell@phx.com. 
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UNDER THE RADAR 





In Boston and in Massachusetts, authority 
isn't always in obvious hands 


Power houses 


BY BEN GEMAN 


HEN BOSTON TV reporter Andy 
Hiller burned GOP presidential 
candidate George W. Bush this 
past fall with a surprise quiz asking the 





names of world leaders, the message was 
obvious. It wasn’t that Bush should know 
who governs places like Chechnya in order 
to be competitive in new editions of Trivial 
Pursuit. He should know the names be- 
cause they’re important. 

Anyone aiming to pull a Hiller locally and 
catch Massachusetts politicians without 
their homework done should bone up on 
questions such as these: what does the En- 
ergy Facilities Siting Board do? What’s 
being discussed at the Governor’s Advisory 
Council on Radiation Protection? And 
who’s calling the shots for the South Boston 
Betterment Trust? 

They're good questions because in Mas- 
sachusetts these boards wield power — and 
it’s usually far from the public chambers of 
the legislature or City Hall. There are hun- 
dreds of such obscure local trusts and com- 
missions. Some are trivial; some are influ- 
ential. Here’s a small sampling of some that 
matter. 


Governor’s Advisory Council 
on Radiation Protection 

Near the FleetCenter, on the sixth floor 
of the small Portland Street office building 
that houses the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health’s Radiation Control Pro- 
gram, is one of the less traveled of the 
state’s sometimes public spaces: a bare- 
bones conference room adjacent to a mail- 
room and a food-preparation space. 

The low-ceilinged room was recently 
home to a discussion about an important 
decision to be made by an obscure govern- 
mental body about a scary topic: the state 
response to nuclear accidents. On Decem- 
ber 10, the Governor’s Advisory Council on 
Radiation Protection debated whether the 
state should beef up its planned response by 
stockpiling pills that help block absorption 
of radioactive iodine into the thyroid gland. 

Advocates say the practice, adopted by 
states including Maine and Tennessee, is 


crucial. Taking 
potassium iodide 
(KI) either before or 
just after exposure 
to radioactive iodine 
is particularly im- 
portant for children, 
who are at greater 
risk of thyroid dam- 
age. KI advocates . 
strongly recommend 
stockpiling the pills 
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in schools. 

But those in the 
nuclear industry say 
that stockpiling the 
little pills would be a 
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big mistake. At- 
tempts to dole out 
the pills, they say, 
could slow and con- 
fuse evacuation 
plans or create a 
false sense of securi- 
ty it people thought 
they’d immunized themselves, when KI 
fights just one radioactive element. 

The board — an unpaid body appointed 
by the governor — is supposed to make a 
recommendation to state DPH commis- 
sioner Howard Koh in February. It’s advice 
that he’ll probably take. “If we are going to 
trouble this group with an evaluation and 
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physicians ask patients with symptoms that 
could be linked to brain cancer whether 
they'd ever received radium treatments for 
sinus problems, a now-defunct practice that 
may have exposed patients to dangerous 
doses of radiation; and it advised Mas- 
sachusetts on seeking the authority from the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to oversee 


The Governor’s Advisory Council 
on Radiation Protection has 
no phone number, no office, and 
no Web site. Its meetings are 
public, if you know when to go. 


ask for a recommendation, in all likelihood 
we would follow it,” says a DPH spokesper- 
son. 

The board’s advice has been carried out 
before, according to DPH radiation-control 
head Robert Hallisey. It recommended that 





its own industrial and medical radioactivity 
users. (The NRC still oversees power 
plants.) 

It’s serious stuff. But the people making 
these decisions aren’t household names, un- 
less your household is obsessed with radia- 
tion. The volunteer group’s chair is 
Duxbury resident and former DuPont em- 
ployee Charles Killian; other members in- 
clude David Seldin of the nuclear-medicine 
department at Burlington’s Lahey Clinic 
Medical Center and Dan Burnstein, head of 
the Center for Atomic Radiation Studies in 
Brookline. 

The board has no phone number, no of- 
fice, and no Web site — so it’s hard to keep 
tabs on what it’s doing. But, says Burnstein, 
interested parties — like industry officials 
— know where to find them on issues such 
as KI. “The industry has not spoken in pub- 
lic, and I assume they are speaking in pri- 
vate [with other board members], and my 
guess, and this is only a guess, is that they 
are saying, ‘Let’s not rock the boat, let’s not 
worry anyone, let’s not introduce KI into 
the mix,’” says Burnstein. 

Anti-nuclear advocates call the board too 
friendly to the nuclear-power industry. 
“Their loyalty is with industry,” says Matt 
Wilson, executive director of the Toxics Ac- 
tion Certer (TAC). “The perspective of res- 
idents and a pure public-health perspective 
is not well represented.” 

Anti-nuclear activist Mary Lampert of 
Massachusetts Citizens for Safe Energy 
says the board isn’t taking advantage of its 
independence, even though in theory it can 
make decisions “not based solely on poli- 
tics.” Lampert, who lives near the Pilgrim 
power plant, says the board has been 
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“silent” on proposals to monitor the air 
around Pilgrim more thoroughly. “They are 
silent,” she charges, “on anything that the 
utilities, who are best friends of the gover- 
nor’s office, do not want.” 

Like many obscure bodies, the Gover- 
nor’s Advisory Council on Radiation Pro- 
tection meets in public — the public just 
needs to know when and where to show up 
for the quarterly meetings. If you want to 
attend, contact the Department of Public 
Health at (617) 624-5200. 


Energy Facilities 
Siting Board 


Power is booming business in Mas- 
sachusetts. In 1997, the legislature opened 
up the electricity marKet with a sweeping 
deregulation bill, creating a freer market for 
suppliers. Competition, the theory goes, will 
mean lower costs. It’s not clear how much 
consumers will save in the long run, but 
other effects are obvious already — energy 
firms are lining up to build a slew of new, 
cleaner power plants. 

Before they build, however, they must 
pass muster with the Energy Facilities Sit- 
ing Board. The board, a low-profile tribunal 
of high-level state officials including Divi- 
sion of Energy Resources head David 
O’Connor and state environmental-affairs 
secretary Robert Durand, controls the De- 
partment of Telecommunication and Ener- 
gy’s roughly $700,000 annual siting budget. 
It is empowered to approve new plant pro- 
posals, place environmental and other re- 
strictions on the applications, or deny them 
outright. 

“They are influential,” says Steven Roth- 
stein, managing director of National Energy 
Choice, a firm helping towns and businesses 
maneuver the new, deregulated energy-sup- 
ply world. “We have a society built around 
energy use, and as the economy continues 
to grow and we need more power to sup- 
port that, issues of where plants will be, 
whether they will be renewable energy, the 
cost requirements, the financial require- 
ments — all those impact everyone’s life.” 

Lately, the siting board’s been on a tear. 
Since the beginning of 1997, the group has 
approved seven plants; nine others are in 
the pipeline. Though other layers of state 
and local government also oversee the 
plans, the board has the broadest powers, 
says Joseph Fitzpatrick, senior vice-presi- 
dent of American National Power: “It’s the 
one place where all the issues get vetted.” 

The nine-member board is controversial 
among environmentalists despite its push 
to approve the cleaner, gas-fired plants it 
hopes will one day replace the state’s 
older, dirtier oil- and coal-fired monsters. 
The three plants approved for the Black- 
stone Valley — set to join two existing 
plants — have brought charges that the 
board is concentrating the Common- 

wealth’s environmental burdens too 
densely. 

That tension played out during a meet- 
ing of the Energy Facilities Siting Board 
December on 17, when the board ap- 
proved a plant planned for Bellingham — 
but not before taking lumps from people 
such as Donald Keller, a Mendon resident 
who thinks there are too many plants in 
the Blackstone Valley already. Keller, after 
condemning the plan, presented board 
members with a plaque from the Toxics 
Action Center, which recently named the 
board one of its. “dirty dozen” environ- 
mental bad guys for siting so many plants 
too close together. 

Cindy Luppi, organizing director with 
Clean Water Action, says the board isn’t 
considering the “cumulative impact” of 
plants clustered near each other and adja- 
cent to other hazards such as the Merri- 
mack Valley’s incinerators. “It’s carrying a 
big stick these days,” she says. “They see 
their role as getting the cleaner, gas-fired 
plants sited with the orientation that they 
are not going to question, ‘Is that the best 
site?’ ’ 

But to board members, TAC’s criticism 
is misguided. “This organization . . . pro- 
tects the environment of the Common- 
wealth and sets many severe restrictions on 
power-plant developers to ensure that 
health and safety are protected,” David 
O’Connor told the Pkoenix. To keep tabs 
on what the energy siting board is up to, 
call (617) 305-3500. 
































































































South Boston 
Betterment Trust 

It’s a reliable city truism: political clout 
flows from South Boston. Voter turnout 
there is consistently high. Southie’s Jimmy 
Keily has been president of the Boston City 
Council for six years and a councilor since 

1983. At-large councilor Peggy Davis- 
Mullen and at-large councilor-elect Michael 
Flaherty also hail from South Boston, giving 
the neighborhood two of the four citywide 
councilors (Davis-Mullen, it should be 
noted, is moving to West Roxbury). 

Another Southie pol is US Representative 
Joe Moakley, the dean of the state’s con- 
gressional delegation, who throws his 
weight around on local development issues. 

So it shouldn’t come as much of a sur- 
prise that the political might has spawned a 
development deal for South Boston that’s 
making some city officials and others jittery. 
In a deal cut between South Boston pols 
and the city, the ordinance approving the 
$700 million convention center last year 
comes with a side deal giving South Boston 
at least half the “linkage” payments from 
future development on the city’s waterfront, 
an area eyed by Mayor Tom Menino for 
substantial new development. (Linkage re- 
quires developers to pay, based on a pro- 
ject’s size, into city trust funds for afford- 
able housing and job training.) 

The process spawned a new arm of the 
neighborhood’s political leadership called 
the South Boston Betterment Trust, a 15- 
member body appointed in equal numbers 
(three apiece) by Kelly, State Senator 
Stephen Lynch, State Representative Jack 
Hart, Moakley, and Menino. Its charge? 
Steering the money that the waterfront de- 
velopment reaps for South Boston. 

Much of this is theory — most water- 
front projects are on the drawing boards at 
best. But as the plan is implemented, the 
South Boston community will see a signifi- 
cant infusion of cash. Estimates vary on 
how much linkage money will flow from 
waterfront development. The most accepted 
estimate? A lot. The Boston Municipal Re- 
search Bureau believes that total linkage 
payments from Seaport development could 
be more than $60 million as the area is built 
up in coming years — which means South 
Boston could see up to $30 million. For 
comparison’s sake, that’s bigger than the 
city’s fiscal year 2000 housing-creation 
budget of $25 million, a figure expected to 
shrink next year because the current num- 
ber includes revenue from the city’s planned 
sale of the former police-department head- 
quarters on Berkeley Street. 

With so much at stake, questions about 
how much power the trust will or should 
wield are emerging. The “memorandum of 
understanding” outlining the linkage deal is 
dry stuff, but to insiders, it’s like a Bob 
Dylan song — people hear what they 
choose. 

To Kelly, the wording creating the better- 
ment trust and clauses funneling at least 
half the linkage money to South Boston 
means that all linkage dollars for Southie 
will go through the trust. And that’s fine 
with Kelly, who says the trust will fight the 
area’s gentrification. 

“That’s what this is all about, trying to 
prevent neighborhood people from being 

driven out,” he says. (In an ironic twist, the 





Globe and others note 
that trust president 
Maryann McLeod 
Crush is an influential 
South Boston realtor, 
i.e., a gentrification 
catalyst.) Stephen 
Lynch similarly calls 
the trust a “blueprint” 
to allow South Boston 
to control its destiny. 
And he and Kelly say 
that meetings are open 
to the public — to 
take them up on it, call 
either of their offices 
and ask when the 
group will meet. 

But the trust makes 
people nervous. Marty 
Nee, former executive 
director of the South 
Boston Neighborhood 
Development Corpo- 
ration, fears that the body is weighted too 
heavily toward the needs of home buyers 
and away from those of low-income renters. 

If some of this sounds like a brewing food 
fight, it is. The Boston Redevelopment Au- 
thority — which brokered the linkage deal 
under now-ousted BRA head Tom O’Brien 

does not sound as sure as Kelly that 
South Boston and the betterment trust will 
get more than half of the linkage money. 
BRA spokeswoman Susan Elsbree calls the 
50 percent mark a “goal” and says the city 
will work with “all of South Boston” where 
linkage is concerned. Meanwhile, Sam 
Tyler, executive director of the Boston Mu- 
nicipal Research Bureau, says the deal out- 
lined in the memorandum of understanding 
is trumped by the state law that formalized 
linkage in the late 1980s, and by city zoning 
rules. 

Kelly, however, says the deal is cut-and- 
dried. “I don’t think it’s rocket science,” he 
says. No less basic is the importance of the 
Southie political base to Menino, who could 
get tangled in further conflicts over water- 
front development and has been slow to 
criticize Kelly even when their goals collide. 
In other words, stay tuned. 


Public Health Council 

Surely one of the biggest consumer issues 
in the state is public health. Everyone, after 
all, gets sick. The Public Health Council, a 
governor-appointed volunteer board of doc- 
tors, consumers, and other professionals, 
keeps a low profile, but industry and con- 





sumer advocates know it wields a big stick 
at crucial times. The council is authorized 
to place conditions on the sales and mergers 
of hospitals, and to make a “determination 
of need” when a hospital wants to expand 
or add equipment. 

“They are almost an anomalous organiza- 
tion within state government,” says Andrew 
Dreyfus, executive vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Hospital Association, who 
also served as undersecretary for consumer 
affairs and in other roles under former gov- 
ernor Michael Dukakis. “In essence, they 
act almost as a board of trustees over the 
Department of Public Health. I can’t think 
of another state agency that has such a 
powerful body that oversees key decisions.” 

And their influence extends beyond 
mergers and sales. Minutes of recent meet- 
ings show the council deciding on proposed 





state-regulation changes on issues ranging 
from health and sanitation in prisons to 
lead-poisoning prevention. 

But it’s all done largely outside the public 
eye. “The Public Health Council is not well 
known, and in some cases it has been criti- 
cal,” says Marcia Hams, organizing director 
for Health Care for All, a consumer-advoca- 
cy group, who points out that as hospitals 
merge and restructure, the council plays a 
key role in protecting access to care for af- 
fected cities and towns when consumers air 
their concerns to members. 

“Over the past several years, as merger 





activity has intensified, state government 
has become more activist in trying to place 
conditions on these mergers,” adds Drey- 
fus. 

Just ask the council members, who meet 
at least once per month. “This is not a rub- 
ber-stamp agency,” Clifford Askinazi told 
the Boston Business Journal in 1997, when 
it questioned a merger between Lynn’s 
AtlantiCare Medical Center and Partners 
Health Care System, Inc. Askinazi, chief of 
psychiatry at the Spaulding Rehabilitation 
Hospital, hasn’t changed his 
tune since then. “You need 
some kind of fairly indepen- 
dent or significant group to 
be able to analyze the materi- 
als and the needs of the com- 
munities involved,” he says. 
In other words, it’s impor- 
tant to keep an eye on the 
hospitals. 

In the past two years alone, 
Massachusetts has seen three 
hospital mergers, two sales, 
and several other new affilia- 
tions, closings, and changes, 
according to the Mas- 
sachusetts Hospital Associa- 
tion. For consumers, it can 
be scary. And the market, 
says Hams, won’t cure all ills, 
which makes the council cru- 
cial for consumers worried 
about changes in their local 
hospital systems. “The reality,” she says, “is 
that consumers have no organized voice 
within that private market unless they have 
the support of bodies like these.” 

To reach the Public Health Council, call 
(617) 753-8139. 


East Boston Foundation 


For many kids (and adults), watching jet 
planes roar overhead during trips to the air- 
port is cool. In East Boston, home to Logan 
International Airport, the thrill wore off a 
long, long time ago. 

Relations between the neighborhood and 
the Massachusetts Port Authority, the 
quasi-public agency that runs Logan, are 
hardly rosy. Many say Massport has done 
too little to mitigate pollution from Logan. 
In East Boston and elsewhere, the agency’s 
push to add another runway to Logan 
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hasn’t helped. 
A deal struck last year between local 
politicians, Massport, and East Boston com- 
munity leaders tried at least to soften the 
blow, securing about $10 million in funding 
for community programs and projects to be 
distributed over the course of eight years 
through a new entity called the East Boston 
Foundation. “Historically, East Boston has 
been at a disadvantage because of the pres- 
ence of Logan, and this [funding] helps put 
East Boston on an even keel with surround- 
‘ing communities,” says Richard Lynds, the 
foundation’s executive director. 


It also makes the group — whose mem- 
bers were appointed by Massport, Menino, 
the neighborhood’s elected officials, and 
community groups like Air Inc., which 
fights for environmental mitigation from 
airport pollution — one of the city’s most 
important conduits of public dollars for ed- 
ucation, green space, and other programs. 
It may be less cash than could flow into 
South Boston from linkage, but it’s cash 
that’s crucial to the relationship between 
Eastie and its loud neighbor. So far, the 
foundation has doled out more than 
$600,000 for a variety of projects, from 
technology programs to youth hockey. 

If the foundation is an important part of 
East Boston, it has also been controversial. 
Lynds is a former aide to former East 
Boston state representative Gus Serra, who 
left office to work for . . . Massport. Serra 
helped establish the foundation, raising 
concerns that the neighborhood pol would 
wield too much power over the new group 
and tilt the body in favor of Eastie’s more 
established, more conservative interests. 

Also, though money coming into the 
group is funneled through the city, the 
group does not meet in public, which both- 
ers some observers, such as East Boston 
community activist and Air Inc. member 
Mary Ellen Welch. “It would be helpful if 
they were open,” she says. “It would be 
good for community people and others to 
see how much money is being dispensed, 
what kinds of groups are getting the money, 
and what’s involved with putting a proposal 
together.” 

That said, the anti- Logan-expansion ac- 
tivist credits the group with donating to a 
“wide spectrum” of interests in East 
Boston. Even among the neighborhood's 
more left-leaning residents, there’s a sense 
of opportunity to do good. “The amount of 
money is a powerful tool for the good of the 
neighborhood,” says Phil Giffee, executive 
director of Neighborhood of Affordable 
Housing, a community-development corpo- 
ration that received $30,000 for rebuilding 
a courtyard at a neighborhood housing de- 
velopment. “Spent wisely and fairly, it will 
have a healthy influence on the growth and 
development of the neighborhood.” 


Ben Geman can be reached at 
bgeman@phx.com. 
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MEDICINE 


Online health sites don’t always disclose their profitable 
deals with hospitals and pharmaceutical companies 


Web of deceit 


BY TAMARA STRAUS 


EARLY 30 MILLION Americans 

have gone online this year searching 

for health information, according to 
experts. So it’s not particularly surprising 
that nationally recognized doctors have 
teamed up with Internet entrepreneurs to 
get a piece of the trillion-dollar health-mar- 
ket pie and make a fortune off publicly 
traded health-related Web sites. 

Yet some health Web sites, such as 
drkoop.com, chaired by former US sur- 
geon general C. Everett Koop, and 
Medscape.com, led by George D. Lund- 
berg, former editor of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, are coming 
under increased scrutiny for failing to dis- 
close the profitable nature of their partner- 
ships with hospitals and pharmaceutical 
companies. On these sites, the line be- 
tween advertisements and medical advice 
or information often seems to be 
intentionally blurry. 

Koop’s site in particular has been blasted 
for not fully disclosing its sponsorship ar- 
rangements. The New York Times reported 
in September that 14 hospitals described by 
drkoop.com as “the most innovative and 
advanced health-care institutions across the 
country” had paid approximately $40,000 
each to receive endorsement. 

Koop also has come under fire for failing 
to give notice that he was receiving a two to 
four percent commission on products and 
services sold through his site. As of August 
27, he discontinued this arrangement, in an 
effort, one would assume, to appear more 
like a doctor and less like an Internet en- 
trepreneur. Yet ai. Internet entrepreneur he 
certainly is. When drkoop.com went public 
in June, Koop increased his net worth by an 
estimated $20 million to $25 million. 

As if all this weren’* enough, Koop’s rep- 
utation as “America’s family doctor” re- 
ceived another gash in October, when na- 
tional papers reported ° hat he testified at a 
congressional hearing |.1st March that latex 
medical gloves were saf:2, but failed to dis- 
close that he had received money from one 
of the biggest glove manufacturers. 

Koop says he does not believe he has 
been involved in any conflicts of interest. In 
September he told the New York Times, “I 
didn’t go into drkoop.com to make money. 
I did it to change the way that medicine is 
practiced, to bring important information 
to patients faster and get them more in- 
volved in decisions about their health.” 

Even so, like all Web companies, 
drkoop.com is working just as hard at 
making deals to improve its brand recogni- 
tion and profitability as it is at providing 
medical information to its 15 million 
monthly page viewers. On November 12, 
drkoop.com announced that it had signed 
an agreement with Creative Artists Agency, 
known primarily for its success represent- 
ing Hollywood actors and writers, for the 
purpose of developing “traditional and new 
media strategic alliances to extend the 
drkoop.com e-health brand.” 

Drkoop.com has already forged a deal to 
be the exclusive health-content provider on 
three of Disney’s GO Network Web sites — 
Go Health Center, ESPN.com Training 
Room, and the Family.com Health Channel 
— as well as on ABCNEWS.com. And in July 
the site agreed to pay America Online 
$89 million over four years in return for 
AOL/’s featuring its brand and health content 
the AOL Service, AOL.com, Netscape Net- 
center, Digital City, and CompuServe. The 
result: the value of drkoop.com shares shot 
up by 56 percent. Such synergy has been 
good for drkoop.com: in the third quarter of 


1999, page views on drkoop.com increased 
46 percent, to 40.4 million, and revenues 
jumped 186 percent from the previous 
quarter, to $2.9 million. 

Drkoop.com’s business practices and 
success may be the most eye-popping ex- 
ample of no-holds-barred commercializa- 
tion in the brave new world of health Web 
sites, but it is by no means exceptional. 

One of drkoop.com’s competitors, 
Medscape.com, which also provides a 
combination of commercial and information 
services, though primarily for doctors and 
health-care workers, racked up net proceeds 
of $54.4 million through an initial public of- 
fering. Medscape has since created a joint 
venture with the CBS Corporation to create 
CBSMedscape.com, a sister site that will be 
targeted at health-concerned consumers. In 
exchange for a 35 percent stake in Med- 
scape, CBS is providing $150 million worth 
of TV, radio, print, and outdoor promotion, 
including mentions in CBS news shows, ac- 
cording to the New York Post. 

Medscape also has made a $33 million 
deal with America Online and has received a 
$10 million cash investment from National 
Data Corporation, the world’s largest health- 
information company. Visibility, it seems, will 
not be one of Medscape’s problems. 

Nor will maintaining revenues, 
the plague of many content 
sites. Medscape is keeping 
well above water by exacting 
healthy revenues from ad- 
vertisers. Its home page 
links to and advertises 
two commercial health 
sites, Drugstore.com and 
Medsite.com, and it of- 
fers advertisers the abili- 
ty to sell their products to 
targeted demographic 
groups specially crafted by 
Medscape. Moreover, the 
site is offering health-care 
workers the services one 
might find through an in- 
vestment bank. It is advertising a “free 
Money and Medicine MedPulse” service, 
which provides doctors “tips for managing 
your money and your practice,” and a “free 
Medscape portfolio . . . which tracks your in- 
vestments and monitors the stocks you are 
thinking of buying.” 

Other sites that have come out ahead in 
the electronic health business are Healtheon, 
a medical-administration site founded by 
former Netscape head Jim Clark in 1996, 
whose investors include Microsoft, Intel, Ex- 
cite, and Dell Computers, and whose rev- 
enues as of June 30 stood at $22.7 million; 
and PlanetRX.com, a site that sells prescrip- 
tion drugs, vitamins, and medical supplies, 
which was valued at a whopping $950 mil- 
lion when it went public last month. Even 
the American Medical Association is plan- 
ning to join the fray. The AMA is said to be 
in the process of raising $40 million to 
launch a consumer-health Web site in early 
2000 that it will eventually take public. 

All this scramble for gold makes one a lit- 
tle weepy-eyed for the days when doctors re- 
lied on unprofitable medical journals for in- 
formation and people were referred to as pa- 
tients, not consumers. But, according to 
medical ethicists and industry watchdogs, 
the chief problem raised by health Web sites 
is not that they are driven by market forces, 
but that market forces have created a situa- 
tion where no standards exist for advertis- 
ing, privacy, and content. 

“To my mind, the basic issue is about the 
inappropriate blurring of the line between 


advertisers and editorial content,” says 
Joshua Hauser, a medical ethicist at the 
University of Chicago, who was among the 
first to notice that drkoop.com’s endorse- 
ment of several hospitals smelled fishy. “It 
is often difficult to tell where the informa- 
tion is coming from, whether it has been 
peer-reviewed by reputable doctors or 
whether it is a cover for a company that has 
a business arrangement with the site.” 

Hauser is also concerned about how 
medicine is being practiced online. He 
points out that now it is fairly easy to get a 
prescription for Viagra from a random In- 
ternet doctor, and that people may be get- 
ting medical advice from Web sites rather 
than seeking it at their doctor’s office. 

This raises a host of legal problems for 
health Web sites. According to Jeff Snyder, 
an attorney specializing in health-care prac- 


available online is theoretically available to a 
larger group than it’s meant to be.” 

Sensing that the din of criticism about 
Web health care is getting stronger, leaders 
of the top health Web sites met in mid 
November to address the lack of ethical 
standards for their industry. The Hi-Ethics 
Alliance, which was assembled by Koop and 
includes representatives of 15 companies 
such as drkoop.com, America Online, 
WebMD Inc., Healtheon, and Medscape, 
has formed working groups that will create 
policies for privacy, advertising, and content 
and will meet once a month for the next five 
months with the goal of releasing a set of 
ethical principles by the end of March 2000. 

Although industry watchdogs are en- 
couraged that the Hi-Ethics Alliance has 
formed and is taking steps to rein in Web- 
site practices, many are dubious that rules 
set by such a coalition will be influential. 

“I don’t think a self-refereeing system 
would work,” says Thomas Rindfleich, di- 
rector of the Lane Medical Library at Stan- 
ford University. “There is no way to police 
content on the Internet. Unfortunately, I 
think we’ll have to wait for a Three Mile Is- 
land—like event to take place before some- 
thing significant happens.” 

Rindfleich believes that the “best offense” 
for finding medical information on the Web 
“is defense.” He recommends that con- 
sumers look to groups with nationally recog- 
nized reputations such as the National Insti- 
tutes of Health (http://www.nih.gov), which 
includes reports and studies from more than 
100 government databases, and Medline 
Plus (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus), 
the database of the National Library of 


‘To my mind, the basic issue is 
about the inappropriate 


blurring of the line 


between advertisers and 
editorial content,’ says 
one medical ethicist. 


tice at the firm of Hogan and Hartson in 
New York, generally accepted medical stan- 
dards may change with the new technology, 
but in the meantime, legal questions for 
health Web sites are at a pivotal point. 
“There is a big question as to whether 
these Web sites are licensed to do what 
they’re doing,” says Snyder. “If they are 
providing information, i.e., no diagnosis, 
then that’s okay. But if they are actually 
providing medical care to people, they must 
be certain that, one, their doctors have a li- 
cense to practice online and, two, their 
doctors are not practicing across state lines 
without authorization from their state li- 
censing boards.” Snyder adds that once a 
doctor-patient relationship is established, a 
physician is subject to a host of obligations. 
For example, the doctor must keep medical 
records for a certain number of years, 
something that is highly unlikely consider- 
ing the transient nature of the Web. 
Privacy and confidentiality have also be- 
come big concerns for those watching the 
development of the Web health world. More 
than 80 percent of US hospitals now use 
the Internet, according to a 1998 survey by 
Deloitte & Touche, and as more people be- 
come reliant on the services of e-health 
commerce companies for pharmaceutical 
orders and refills, there is concern that 
medical records will no longer be private. 
Although health sites have begun posting 
guarantees of confidentiality, Richard 
Sobel, a Harvard political scientist specializ- 
ing in health issues, has warned: “Anything 


MICHAEL KUPPERMAN 


Medicine. These sites are supported by 
the federal government and are free of 
advertising. 

But can publicly traded, advertiser-sup- 
ported health Web sites provide unbiased 
information and safe services for the almost 
30 million Americans who are going online 
for health information? 

For some, the answer is absolutely not. 
Gary Cohen, director of Healthcare With- 
out Harm, an international coalition of 180 
organizations of health workers, advocacy 
groups, and environmentalists, is adamant 
that “the soul of medicine is being de- 
stroyed by commercialism.” 

“For more than 10 years pharmaceutical 
and medical companies have been driving 
the direction of medicine toward profits 
and away from the focus on prevention and 
illness,” he says, “and medical Web sites 
seem to be equally complicit in this trend.” 

For others, health Web sites are providing 
Americans with the informational tools they 
seek to improve their health and learn about 
what ails them. “We spend one-seventh of 
the GDP on health,” says Hauser. “The fact 
that Medscape and Koop have captured a 
piece of the market is not surprising. The 
potential opportunities they give to patients 
are tremendous, but my hope is that they 
can respond to that need without caving to 
commercial arrangements and presenting 
biased information.” ‘J 


Tamara Straus reported this story for 
Alternet news service 
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bot 


By CHRIS WRIGHT 
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How soon are we going to see thinking, feeling robots? 
The answer may lie inside a mechanical head at MIT. 


HEN NOVA LABORATORIES launched its 

Strategic Artificial Nuclear Transport (SAINT) 

line of robots in the 1980s, the company knew it 
was making more than headlines. 

Touted as “the most sophisticated robot on planet earth,” 
SAINT was developed for military purposes but also pos- 
sessed some decidedly non-military skills, such as mixing 
the perfect gin and tonic. On the day of SAINT’s unveiling, 
as five prototypes trundled out before a cheering audience, a 
sense of history crackled in the air. What the Nova people 
couldn’t have imagined, though, was that a 
few days later, one of the robots, Number 5, 
would start to develop thoughts and feelings 
of its own, and would declare, to everyone’s 
astonishment, “I’m alive!” 

Or not. 

What we’re describing here is the plot of 
the 1986 movie Short Circuit. In the real 
world, robots are a long, long way from 
achieving the self-awareness of Number 5. 

And they’re even further from being com- 
passionate, ambitious robo-quipsters like 
Andrew, the Robin Williams character in the 
new film Bicentennial Man. In fact, not only 
has robotics technology failed to produce a 
thinking, feeling machine, but it has strug- 
gled to come up with a robot that can make 
it across a room without a programmer to 
hold its hand — if it has a hand at all. 

As we stand on the threshold of the 21st 
century, the chilling words of HAL, the 
malevolent artificial intelligence of 2001: A 
Space Odyssey — “I’m sorry, Dave, I’m 
afraid I can’t do that” — have taken on a lit- 
eral ring. “No, Dave, I’m serious. / really 
can't do that.” 

“Robots are much less sophisticated than 
people think,” says Jeanne Dietsch, of the New Hamp- 
shire—based robotics company ActivMedia. “People think in 
Star Wars terms. But we’re nowhere near that.” 

Surely it’s not such a stretch, though, to be thinking in 
Star Wars terms more than 20 years after Star Wars was 
made. Back then, the Internet was unimaginable; today it is 
almost mundane. In the same time period genetic engi- 
neering has advanced to a point we once envisioned only in 
dreams. We live in an age of unbounded technological in- 
novation. So what happened to HAL, C3PO, Commander 
Data? What the hell happened to Rosie the Robot? 

It’s a good time to be asking this question, and not only 
because the year 2000 is just around the corner. After a pe- 
riod of robo-boom and robo-bust, the industry is regroup- 
ing — indeed, there is a sense of nervous excitement in the 
robotics community right now. Many believe the field is on 
the brink of a technological revolution similar to the one the 
computer industry has undergone in the past two decades. 

“The explosion is pending,” says Henry Thorne, inven- 


tor of a new household robot named Cye. “This is just 
the beginning.” 

“I think we’re finally starting to see robots that are 
breaking the mold,” says William Townsend, CEO of Cam- 
bridge robot manufacturers Barret Technology. “As far as 
the technology goes, the sky’s the limit.” 


MERICANS ARE actually surrounded by robots — 
98,000 of them at the last count. The number rises 
every year. This year, through September, a billion dollars’ 
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worth of robots — of various shapes, sizes, and applica- 
tions — have been put to work in the US. That’s up from 
$300 million worth in 1987. 

Most of these are industrial robots, as has been the case 
since the 1950s, when General Motors installed George 
Devol and Joe Engelberger’s “Unimate” — the first robotic 
worker — in its auto plants. 

Since then, robots have proven to be vastly efficient at 
repetitive tasks such as spot-welding and mail-sorting. But 
they’ve been lousy at anything that requires adapting to un- 
foreseen conditions. There are a handful of advanced 
robots endowed with the skills necessary to leave the facto- 
ry walls and go out into the real world, but until recently 
these have been prohibitively expensive for everyone but a 
few government agencies. 

One area where mobile robots have excelled is in explor- 
ing territory where humans can’t, or won’t, go. NASA’s 
Mars-exploring Pathfinder robot is one high-profile exam- 
ple. Another is the Navy’s Magnum robot, which recently 


FROM THE CHEERY domesticity of Rosie the Robot to the brood- 


ing menace of HAL, pop-culture robots offer a glimpse into the 
hopes and fears of a given age — the way people thought about 


technology, and about themselves. 


rummaged through the wreckage of the ill-fated EgyptAir 
Flight 990 and helped retrieve its black boxes. On a more 
mundane level, buildings across the country are patrolled 
by security robots — basically trolleys equipped with cam- 
eras and sensors. And a few robots have recently emerged 
that are able to perform menial household tasks, such as 
Electrolux’s robotic vacuum cleaners and lawn mowers. 

A company named Probotics, for example, has invented 
the aforementioned Cye, a mini robot that can vacuum 
floors while its owner uses a point-and-click computer pro- 


D’OHBOTS: “We 
made a huge, huge 
miscalculation, ” says 
robotics expert Hans 
Moravec, whose 
optimistic predictions 
of the 70s helped fuel 
the robo-boom and 
robo-bust of the ‘80s. 


gram to steer it. Then there’s ActivMedia’s PeopleBot, 
hailed as “the first affordable intelligent mobile robot,” 
which can “listen for phrases or sounds it recognizes” and 
“navigate without running over toes or into furniture.” But 
PeopleBot is only as smart as the person who programs it. 
If it could speak on its own behalf, it would probably say 
something like “Duh.” 

These robots aren’t labor-saving devices so much as they 
are novelty items, says Cye’s inventor, Probotic#CEO 
Henry Thorne. “They have to have some utility,” he says, 
“but they’ve also got to be fun. We wouldn’t have made 
Cye if it was just about saving labor. That would have been 
boring. Robots are fun.” 

Until robots get their act together, entertainment is likely 
to be one of the industry’s biggest money spinners, keeping 
companies afloat while they come up with more-advanced 
technology. The most renowned funbot currently on the 
market is Sony’s lap-dog-size electronic pooch Aibo, which 
has a starting price of $2500. Aibo’s main achievement is 
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that it can recognize pink, which enables it to chase a 
pink plastic ball around. It can also bark, wag its tail, 
and . . . well, that’s pretty much it. 

Nonetheless, Sony is banking on Aibo’s being a hit; 
other companies are predicting similar success for their 
own robo-critters. Among these are Mitsubishi’s robotic 
version of a fish called a coelacanth, and a super-smart 
robot kitten named Robokoneko, in the works from a 
company named Genobyte. 


HEN WE think of “robots,” however, we don’t 

just think of an automatic welding arm, or a me- 
chanical kitten. We think of androids. Man-machines. 
The fictional robots that have most captured the popular 
imagination are the ones that are like humans (see “No- 
table Robots,” below). The quest to create a genuinely 
humanlike being — in our own image — is perhaps the 
grandest project ever undertaken by humanity. 

Right now the race to build the first genuinely hu- 
manlike robot has reached the intensity, as one re- 
searcher puts it, of an “arms race.” Faustex Systems has 
developed a martial-arts robot called the Hyperkinetic 
Humanoid, a lifelike sparring partner, which will soon, 
we are promised, “do human feats ranging from com- 
mon tasks to performance arts such as music, dance, 
and theater.” Florida Robotics has a robo—gogo girl 
named Ursula, a life-size robot that “walks, talks, 
dances, plays music, and more.” Looking a bit like a 
tinny Deborah Harry, Ursula is actually quite sexy, for a 
machine. Don’t laugh: many predict that sex (see 
“Sweet Things,” page 25) will be one of the early mon- 
eymakers in the robotics industry. “Porn is always a 
technology leader,” says Jeanne Dietsch. “Robotic sex 
toys will probably be among the first profitable robots.” 

But other humanoid-robot projects have more ambi- 
tious aims. Japanese researchers in particular have some- 
thing of a fetish for humanoid robots, partly because the 
Japanese see a real need for them. Faced with a combination 
of falling birthrates, a rapidly aging population, and a disin- 
clination for hiring foreign labor, many in Japan view house- 
hold androids as a vital part of their future. 

Robotics experts in the US agree, though for different 
reasons. As William Townsend says: “Robots make great 
companions for the elderly. If you’re 80 years old and you 
need help going to the bathroem, you'd be a lot happier 
having a robot help you than a person. It’s less degrading.” 

Of the humanoid robots in development, Honda’s P3 is 
one of the most promising. Standing five feet three inches 
tall and weighing in at 286 pounds, P3 is an impressive 
sight: it looks like an astronaut from the future, or an alien. 
But the most striking aspect of P3’s design is the simple fact 
that it has working legs and is thus, unlike most wheeled 
robots, able to climb stairs. In the race to create viable 

household robots, legs have been — quite 
literally — one of the biggest stumbling 
blocks. Honda literature claims that the 
P3 will eventually “be used in daily life” 
and “result in added value to society.” 

The key word here is “eventually.” De- 
spite the 13 years and more than 
$100 million that have gone into its de- 
velopment, P3 is nowhere near ready to 
go. Integrating bipedal movement, perception, and a coher- 
ent world-view is still way, way beyond current technology. 
P3 may look like science fiction, but it’s still hampered by 
the same old limitations that have haunted the robotics in- 
dustry for years. 





HE WORD “robot” was coined in 1921 by the Czech 
playwright Karel Capek, who envisioned in his play 
R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots) a world peopled with 

indentured artificial humans. Then came the 1926 film 
Metropolis, which posited a city filled with mechanized in- 
habitants. In 1950, sci-fi writer Isaac Asimov published his 
massively popular collection of stories J, Robot. By then, 
the concept of robots was so familiar that it seemed they 
already existed. 
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1 AM, therefore I think: MIT’s techno- 
behavioralist Rodney Brooks (seen here with 
his robot Cog) turned robotics on its head by 
insisting that humanlike behavior precedes 
humanilike intelligence. 


And, in some sense, they already did. In 1948, a British 
psychologist named W. Grey Walter developed light-seek- 
ing robotic “turtles.” Though crude by our standards (radio 
tubes for brains, photo tubes for eyes), Walter’s automata 
displayed apparently sophisticated behavior, avoiding ob- 
stacles and simulating a level of social interaction some- 
where around that seen in junior-high football players. 

In the ’60s, a group of researchers at Johns Hopkins 
University applied emerging transistor technology to 
robotics, creating a robot named the Beast. Like Walter’s 
turtles, it did little more than roll about trying not to bump 
into things. 

By the ’70s, with the advent of computer technology, 
thinking, feeling robots began to enter the realm of real 
possibility. As artificial intelligence (Al) blossomed, re- 
searchers tackled the problems of reliable mobility. Stan- 


‘People are actually a lot more like 
robots, but we tend to attribute a lot 
more intention to them.’ 


ford University introduced a mobile robot named 
Shakey, and another called Cart. These projects consis- 
tently ran into trouble, though. In fact, if left to their own 
devices, they ran into pretty much anything and every- 
thing in their paths. 

Still, researchers and investors soldiered on into the ’80s, 
buoyed by the explosive advances being made in AI, waiting 
for the time when computer technology would unlock the 
secrets to perception and — more tricky — intention. In- 
deed, in these heady days great strides were made in 
robots’ mobility, visual and auditory reception, speech, and 
basic comprehension. 

“There was a lot of hope in those years,” says Donald 
Vincent. “There were indications that this would be a boom 
industry in the ’80s. In reality, the industry hit a slump in 


(1984): Amold Setioiarsungy 


(1986): “Johnny §," a state-of-the- 


_ sinister Terminator. 
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this period.” For those who had invested their time and 
money in robotics, the ’80s were less a slump than an out- 
and-out throw-yourself-off-the-ledge crash. : 

“It’s been boom and bust,” says Hans Moravec. “No- 
body’s made any serious money. Most people lost a lot.” 

Moravec is one of the field’s true pioneers. He invented 
Stanford’s Cart robot and founded the world’s largest 
robotics program, at Carnegie Mellon University. And 
Moravec was one of those whose optimistic predictions led 
to the ill-fated robot spurt of the 80s. “We’ve been very 
disappointed,” he says. “The problems we faced were 
much harder than we thought. We made a huge, huge 
miscalculation.” 

The hugest miscalculation was a basic one: it turned out 
to be much trickier than anyone expected to synthesize a 
brain that could not only amass knowledge of the world, 
but also grasp it, and thus apply it to everyday life. 

In some sense, robotics researchers didn’t so much over- 
estimate the available technology as underestimate human 
physiology: simple tasks like reaching for the remote con- 
trol and a bag of Cheetos turned out to involve processes 
that are a lot more complex than they seem. Despite the 
heroic efforts of the Al community, the physical world con- 
sistently proved to be more than even a huge computer 
brain could handle. 

The clearest example of this is IBM’s Deep Blue, a su- 
percomputer that in 1997 took on Garry Kasparov — 
considered to be the greatest human chess player ever — 
and beat him two games to one (they tied twice). And 
yet, as Moravec points out in his recent book Robot: 
Mere Machine to Transcendent Mind (Oxford University 
Press), “Deep Blue needed a human assistant to see and 
physically manipulate the pieces. No robot existing could 
have done it in the wide range of circumstances Kas- 
parov, or any child, finds trivial.” In other words, Deep 
Blue was masterful in approaching chess as a computa- 
tional problem, but totally incapable of approaching it as 
a board game. 

This is a problem Moravec and others hammered away at 
through the late ’80s and early 90s. As computer power 
grew, however, the bridge between “thought” and action 
remained elusive. As William Townsend puts it, this was 
the period when the “bubble burst.” 


N THE midst of this slump, a schism erupted in the 

robotics community. In the mid ’80s, a young MIT pro- 
fessor named Rodney Brooks put forward a simple theory: 
“The world is its own best model.” 

This seemingly innocuous statement was revolutionary. 
The reigning approach in robotics was to build a machine 
with a very powerful brain, and then pre-program that 
brain with a model of the world. Brooks suggested start- 
ing at the other end: endowing the robot with a set of be- 
haviors and letting it figure the world 
out for itself. “This was a reaction 
against Hans’s approach,” says Brooks, 
who was an office mate of Moravec’s at 
the Stanford AI lab in the late ’70s. 

In 1985, Brooks presented his ideas at 
an international robotics convention, and 
immediately became both celebrity and 
pariah in his field. “Only many years 
later,” he has written, “did I learn that in the back row se- 
nior robotics people were shaking their heads asking why I 
was throwing my career away.” 

In those days, Brooks was a wild-haired interloper. 
Today he has the look of a successful middle-aged techno- 
crat: rumpled shirt, slacks, hair just this side of long. And 
far from throwing his career away, Brooks has landed him- 
self a successful robotics firm and a spot as director of 
MIT’s world-famous Artificial Intelligence Laboratory — a 
position he has held since 1997. 

Sitting in his office at MIT, Brooks still shows vestiges of 
the defiance that once turned the AI world on its head. He 
uses refreshingly simple language to describe his approach: 
“I was led to it by watching insects fly around, chase each 

See Robot, page 24 
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other, mate with each other, destroy each 
other,” he says. “There’s a tiny little brain 
there. There’s not enough computation for 
them to be building a complete world model. 
They’re doing things in a very different sort 
of way. They see stimulus and they react to 
that, without knowing all the clutter.” 

Brooks’s first robots not only acted like 
insects, they looked like them. His little 
six-legged beastie Genghis became some- 
thing of a star in the robotics world. En- 
dowed with minuscule intelligence com- 
pared to its supercomputer-driven 
brethren, Genghis couldn’t begin to know 
what an “obstacle” was, much less what 
obstacles were in its path. But when it en- 
countered an obstacle, Genghis could ad- 
just itself to deal with it, without outside 
help — something its brainier counterparts 
had long struggled with. 

“My idea was to let computation out into 
the world, rather than trying to pull the 
world in,” says Brooks. “The world’s there 
in front of you, and hell, that’s the best 
place for it.” Appropriately, Brooks didn’t 
use complex theorems and mathematical 
formulas as the basis for his approach. In- 
stead, he used what he saw: the world. 

In a 1987 paper titled “Intelligence With- 
out Representation,” recently republished 
in a collection of his work called Cambrian 
Intelligence (MIT Press), Brooks argued 
that the large part of human evolution has 
consisted of mastering basic interaction 
with the world. Intelligent behavior devel- 
oped relatively recently, and relatively 
quickly. “This suggests,” he wrote, “that 
problem-solving behavior, language, expert 
knowledge and application, and reason are 
all pretty simple once the essence of being 
and reacting are available.” 

If Brooks was right, then the way to de- 
velop a robot with humanlike intelligence 
was to build an essentially ignorant ma- 
chine that behaved like a human and send it 
out into the world. His plan was to do this 
by initially creating basic drives, then apply- 
ing layers of increasingly sophisticated be- 


GADEFLY: Helen 
Greiner, president of IS 
Robotics, holds a 
forebear of Rodney 
Brooks’s mechanical bug 
Genghis — a simple- 
minded yet agile robot 
that scandalized and 
revolutionized the field. 


haviors — working, as it were, from the 
bottom up. For Brooks, always, it was exis- 
tence precedes essence. Or: get the ass in 
gear, and the mind will follow. 

These may not sound much like fighting 
words, but what Brooks was saying, in ef- 
fect, was that robotics experts had been 
wasting their time. Not surprisingly, this 
raised a few hackles inthe Al community 
— particularly when Brooks’s approach 
seemed to be working. Fifteen years later, 
animosity toward Brooks and contempt for 
his ideas are still going strong. 

“Rod just made an enormous amount of 
noise by taking an extreme position,” says 
Hans Moravec, calling Brooks’s challenge 
to the robotics community “theater.” 
“He’s controversial on purpose. He’s at- 
tracted a lot of attention, and he’s raised 
money to start his company.” Some peo- 
ple, says Moravec, go so far as to call 
Brooks “flaky.” 

Brooks attributes this criticism to what 
he calls “physics envy.” 

“That gets leveled at me, and I say, ‘Well, 
my 90-person company makes money every 
year. That’s not theater. We’re doing real 
stuff.’ This upsets me a little, because it’s a 
way to put me down. But no one else has a 
company with 90 people that is actually 
making money on this stuff.” 


HE COMPANY to which Brooks refers 

is his Somerville-based IS Robotics, 
“the coolest robot place around,” as com- 
pany president Helen Greiner puts it. It’s 
certainly the coolest place at the Twin City 
Mall in Somerville, which is otherwise a 
mess of discount stores and megamarkets. 
The interior of the IS office is as unexcep- 
tional as its setting — but for the fact that 
there’s a little robot sitting on the floor of 
the reception area, and another squatting 
on the president’s desk, and another crawl- 
ing around the main office area. 

The bulk of the “real stuff” IS does is di- 
vided between Defense Department pro- 
jects and toys being developedefor Hasbro. 
(Ironically, the Hasbro research is off-lim- 
its, while the military projects are open to 
public scrutiny.) The star of [S’s serious 
projects seems to be Bilbo, an “urban 
robot” that looks a bit like an oversized 
VCR on caterpillar tracks. Bilbo’s main job 
is to go into buildings where armed adver- 
saries may lurk. The robot, which is able to 
climb stairs by way of pivoting tracks, has 
“the most advanced mobility in the coun- 
try,” says Greiner. 

There’s also a six-legged critter called 
Ariel, which scuttles around sideways like 
a crab. Ariel’s job is mine detection. Then 
there are IS’s swarming robots, which 
look like overturned salad bowls on 
wheels. These robots are meant to be de- 
ployed in large numbers, exploring nuclear 
power plants, or “anywhere it’s just really 
nasty to send humans.” The swarming 
robots display a type of social interaction, 
and today a guy named James is attempt- 
ing to get them to form a conga line, only 
to find they prefer forming clusters. “It’s 
loads of fup,” James says. 

But it’s not just fun. Greiner won’t di- 
vulge IS’s annual profits (“a 90-person 
staff should give you an idea”), but its com- 
petitors say it is a force to be reckoned 
with, right up there alongside industry gi- 
ants such as Sony. 

In terms of research, Brooks’s crowning 


PHOTO BY STEVE MIRARCHI 


achievement to date is a six-year-old robot 
that goes by the name of Cog. Sitting in the 
corner of a large room at MIT’s Al lab, Cog 
looks like a diagram of itself: a scribble of 
steel bones, plastic cartilage, and hydraulic 
muscles. Its wiry little head is dominated by 
a pair of camera eyes, like joke Coke-bottle 
glasses. In spite of the fact that it has no 
legs and appears to be bolted to the base of 
a drill press, Cog is a marvel of engineering 
— one of the only robots in the world that 
has even begun to interact with the world in 
a humanlike way. 

Most of the time, Cog sits quietly, its 
head slumped on its sinuous chest. But 
bring it to life, and Cog seems to be just 
that: alive. Look Cog in the eye, and it will 
look right back at you. If two people are 
talking, Cog will appear to follow the con- 
versation by looking from one person to the 
other. It has learned to coordinate vision 
and reach, so it can pinpoint an object and 
pick it up. Give it a slinky, and Cog will 
shuffle it from hand to hand. Unlike the 
herky-jerky incremental movements we 
usually associate with robots, Cog’s motion 
is fluid, eerily organic. 

Having sat in as a drummer for the rock 
band They Might Be Giants — listening to 
the rhythm and banging along — Cog 
might be the funkiest robot in the world. 















Sweet things 


“EVERYBODY LOVES ROBOTS,” says Jeanne 
Dietsch, vice-president of business develop- 
ment for ActivMedia, a New Hamp- 
shire-based robot manufacturer. 















Take Vinnie, who also 
goes by the technonym 
Robodoll. For three 
years, Robodoll has 
hosted a Web site 
(http://www.asfr.com) 
“dedicated to the con- 
cept of sex with or sexu- 
al attraction to robots and 
robot-like beings.” 

Despite its, um, quirky 
subject matter, Robodoll’s 
site is pretty innocuous, featur- 
ing fiction (“He pinched her nip- 
ple severely, checking her eyes care- 
fully for any sign of pain. There was 
none.”), a technosexual discussion forum, 
and “stuff to buy.” Oh, and a banner ad for 
McCain2000.com. 

We spoke with Vinnie/Robodoll from his 
office in New York, where he works as a 
Web designer. 








Q: Is this a gag? 

A: It’s as serious as anything this silly 
can.be. It’s a preference that is inherently 
humorous, but the site’s not meant to be 
laughed at. 


Q: How widespread is this “preference”? 

A: There are at least 10 or 15 Web sites 
that | know of. We’ve had at least 100,000 
hits. And this year alone you've got fem- 
bots in Austin Powers, the videos for The 
World is Not Enough, Garbage’s Shirley 
Manson, Lenny Kravitz’s Sex Robot, 
Duran Duran’s Electric Barbarella. So 
there’s obviously an audience. You don’t 
hear that many songs about people wear- 
ing leather diapers. 


Q: What kinds of people are robot 
fetishists? 

A: There isn’t a standard. There are 
men, women. There are people who act 
out their fantasies, some who only think 
about it and write about it. There’s rarely a 
standard for any preference. 


Q: Women? Really? 
A: | am in fact chatting [online] with one 





And this, says Brooks, is a better place to 
start than by building massive databases. 
Only by applying layers of behavior — 
starting with playing and drumming, mov- 
ing on to thinking and acting — does 
Brooks believe a truly humanlike being will 
emerge, one that not only interacts with the 
world in a lifelike way, but compels us to 
think of it as a living being. “I’ve always 
said that whenever my graduate students 
start to feel genuine concern or remorse 
when they switch it off,” Brooks explains, 
“then I will feel that we have succeeded.” 


UR FASCINATION with robots is a 

fascination with life,” says Henry 
Thorne. “When something imitates life, it 
shines a light on what life is. It helps us an- 
swer the question of what we are.” 

If Brooks’s research is anything to go by, 
the answer to that question is: considerably 
less than we think we are. Brooks’s theories 
force us to rethink not only artificial intelli- 
gence, but human intelligence as well. His 
bottom-up approach turns our Cartesian self- 
image on its head: I am, therefore I think. 

“People say that we over-anthropomor- 
phize robots,” he says. “I say we over- 
anthropomorphize people. People are actu- 
ally a lot more like robots, but we tend to 
attribute a lot more intention to them. Most 
of the time we’re pretty primitive creatures 
without much high-level stuff; all that stuff 
on top is a pretty thin veneer.” 

But if Brooks’s robots are simply bundles 
of impulses, doesn’t that make them little 
more than yahoos? “You’re a yahoo,” 
Brooks says in answer to this question. “We 
all are, in some sense. My view of you is 
that you’re a machine. You’re a bag of skin 
full of these little molecules that interact ac- 
cording to rules. I don’t think there’s any 
essence to you. I don’t think there’s a soul.” 

And he still doesn’t believe there is any 
core of intelligence that can eventually be 


cwright@phx.com. 











DECEMBER 24, 1999 MEWS AND FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENX 25 


gp Lc the best you can bo! 


a hatever your aesethic x let Dr. Jose ‘ph Russo and his 













team of professic nals he Ip you fee | more cc nfide: ~nt and secure. 


as we speak. As is customary with the 


Web, women are a small F | } Y, fi > 
‘ ’ aslic — urgert 
They're split up i to have * - @ breast augme wort e eee @ face lifts 
a robot and those who want to be one y SS 







[ 
ee air remova 


using state ol the art technology 


— that dominant-submissive thing. 


























Q: Are guys who are inter- iam & sa db aeiaiiaiail 
ested in this also in fed in = ape “ permanen 
blow-up dolis? @a mt able yy e 

wo, weet ee Stn } <ejuvination 

whole subgrou| that's ve @ Botox @ Coll lagen @ chemical peels 

. p ry 
much into mannequins, but | e ( Ybaji Nuderm Sy stem 
don't think blow-up dolls. 






Now a woman tumed into a 
blow-up doll, that’s another 
matter. 
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Q: /sn't that an objectification of 
women? 
A: If anything, it’s the opposite. It’s the 
humanization of objects, seeing beauty in a 
non-human thing. 














Q: Are people generally ashamed of 
their robot fetish? 

A: Absolutely. That’s part of the reason | 
put together the site. Ninety-nine out of a 
hundred people | talk to start by saying, 
“My God, | thought | was the only one.” I’ve 
told my wife. Her basic reaction is, she isn't 
into it herself, but she appreciates that | like 
it. It's a hobby — | don't go out looking for 
partners. 












Q: Do robot fetishists actually want to 
live out their fantasies? 

A: Well, that’s not possible yet. But any- 
body who has a fantasy has a desire to live 
it out, whether it’s pitching for the Yankees 
or this. There are people who have acted 
this out in a variety of ways. 



































Q: What sparked your interest? 

A: | got interested in my teenage years. 
What sparked it? Well, the two flash points 
are the wedding episode of / Dream of 
Jeannie, where she makes a mannequin to 
look like herself; and — believe it or not — 
a musical number in Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. But there are all sorts of things. | 
know someone who got started because of 
an episode of the Mickey Mouse Club. 
When correctly viewed, everything is lewd, 
as Tom Lehrer said. 


— CW 


mimicked by a giant computer. In his book, 
he mockingly poses a question asked by 
traditional robotics researchers — 
“[A]ren’t our computers too small yet?” — 
and answers, “Heck no. Part of my thesis is 
that it [inventing autonomous mobile 
robots] takes very little computational 
power; we’ve just been organizing it all 
wrong up until now.” 

All this, of course, is anathema to Hans 
Moravec, whose AI philosophy is still to 
keep plugging away until the advent of 
computers powerful enough to tackle the 
physical world. “I think Cog’s a great over- 
shoot,” he says. “I think Rod’s too impa- 
tient. I’m quite happy to plod along for 10 
years, as long as I’m at peace with myself. 
I’ll take as long as it takes.” 

Brooks, on the other hand, scoffs at 
Moravec’s willingness to play the waiting 
game. “He hasn’t done anything new in 20 
years,” he says. 

The hard truth, however, is that time may 
be running out for both Moravec and 
Brooks, who are in their 50s. After years of 
toil and conflict, hope and disappointment, 
they may never actually get to see the fruits 
of their labor. “That doesn’t matter,” says 
Moravec. “I know this thing is bigger than I 
am. I’ll just do what I can, even if I don’t 
see the promised land.” 

For all their squabbles, it seems the two 
old rivals can agree on this one thing. 

“Maybe we'll need an Einstein to come 
along,” Brooks says. “Maybe we need some 
smart kid to come along and bash us old 

guys over the head and say, ‘Idiots!’ ” Then, 
getting up to dash off to another meeting, 
he adds, “I don’t know. I feel bad that I’m 
not going faster, but maybe I’ll get there.” 

He stops midway to the door and says, 
half smiling, “Or not.” a 
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i the puzzle 
#1207 Mental exercise 


BY DON RUBIN 


Each of these pieces of equipment was designed to strengthen 
muscles we actually use. See if you can match them up with the 
chores listed below. 


___ shoveling the driveway 
___ changing a tire 

___ Opening a jar 

___ taking out the garbage bags 


1) Prizes for solving the Puzzle will be Phoenix Puzzle Winner 
Pens. 

2) All entries must be received at the Phoenix office (addressed 
to Puzzle #1207, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston, MA 02215) by noon on Wednesday, December 29. 
Phoenix employees and their immediate families are ineligible. 

3) In the event of disputes or ties, the judges’ decisions will be 
final and arbitrary. We have only 10 pens to give away each week, 
so when there are more than 10 winners we'll have a lottery. 

4) All entries must be accompanied by the Puzzle page. When 
possible, the answers should be entered on the Puzzle page. 


Name 


Address 
City/Zip 


Solution #1205: What’s up? 


For those of you still up in the air, the correct solutions are: 
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Pens to the following: 


1) Douglas Crociati, Plymouth 6) William Burt, Wellesley 
2) Jimmy O'Halloran, Allston 7) Nat Crosby, Boston 

3) Bill Bisig, Portsmouth, NH 8) Gabriel Ciociola, 

4) Christian Draz, Boston Somerville 

5) S.K. Cunliffe, Henniker, NH = 9) Amitaf Azuos, Hudson 
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These and other listings are updated weekly at www.bostonphoenix.com... To advertise, call 617.859.321] 





providing solutions to our customers, we're dedicated to helping our employees 
achieve their personal and coreer goals. Ours is an environment inspired by 


collaboration. We that there's more to life than work and provide a strong 
commitment to Lane 4 pace ar ban one hea do aboot ean 
with cutting-edge technology and interesting people. 


If you would tike to B° a member of our talented and dedicated team, visit our website to 
find out more about the following available positions. 





Web Develope 


Our developers build custom data-driven websites to meet our clients’ business requirements in a 
dynamic, chatlenging work environment. Projects vary greatly, exposing developers to a variety of 
web and database technologies. Requirements are a Bachelor's degree in Computer Science or 
extensive experience with computer programming, C/C++ programming skills, and working knowl- 
edge of UNIX, HTML and Perl. Other good stuff: CGI programming skills, UNIX shell programming 
skills, Java programming skills, working knowledge of SQL, and WWW server API skills. 


ality Assurance Engineer 


Qualifications include a background in creating and executing plans for functional areas, experience 
with maintaining SQA Robot scripts, ability to work with development team to create load and per- 
formance metrics and tests as well as tests for the interfaces of product internal components, and 
significant experience performing manual and automated unit tests. Excellent skilis in technical 
communication through all means, written and oral, including presentations, are also essential, as 
well as.user experience of Windows 95/98/NT and Unix operating systems. Requirements are at 
least five years’ programming and/or SQA experience, two of the five years should have been 
working with a client/server application. BS in.£5,. ER, Math, oF 1S preferred, but any undergraduate 
degree will be considered if there is proven technical competence. 





Please send your resume and letter of interest, indicating postion ts 
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ERG is an award-winning consulting firm 
with offices in the Boston, Washington DC, 
Research Triangle Park, Austin, and Chicago 
metro areas. We offer interesting assign- 
ments, professional growth, a flexible work 
environment, and competitive benefits. 


Web/Graphic 
Designer (Lexington, MA) 


The ideal candidate possesses a BA in a 
design-related field, 2+ years of experience 
in web development, and demonstrated 
communication, client, and team skills. Must 
have strong knowledge of HTML and abili- 
ty to design dynamically generated sites. 
Should also have traditional print produc- 
tion expertise. Must demonstrate advanced 
knowledge of web authoring tools 
(e.g. DreamWeaver) and design pack- 
ages (e.g. Photoshop, Illustrator, Quark). 
Send resume, samples (on-line portfolio 
preferred), and salary requirements to 
resume@erg.com, attention HR Dept. GMO1. 


WERG 


EASTERN RESEARCH GROUP 


110 Hartwell Avenue 
Lexington, MA 02421-3136 


No phone calls please. 











Every day on 
the Phoenix 
web site you 
can find 
updated info 
on what's 
playing at 
theatres, 
the movies, 
clubs... 
everywhere 


around town. 


Maximum 
help. 
Minimum 
fuss. 


Director of Family 
and Children’s Services 


Jewish Family & Children’s Services is a nonprofit, 
nonsectarian provider of health care and human services to 








80+ communities in the Greater Boston area. 





We seek a versatile, experienced manager to lead the 
growth of existing programs and the development of new 
services for children and families. Seek out and develop 
opportunities for funding, professional alliances, and joint 

ventures. Work with other senior managers in setting agency 


policy and strategic goals. 


Must possess at least 5 years’ successful management 





experience, a graduate degree in human services, and a 


proven record in human service program development and 
grant writing. A capacity to work independently and 
motivate management staff, as well as knowledge of service 


Submit resume and letter, with salary requirements to: 
Donna Magnasco, HR Manager, JF&CS, 
31 New Chardon Street, Boston 02114 


or fax to (617) 227-0813. 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


JF&CS 


Jewish Family & Children’s Service 


Here to Help 


delivery systems and regulatory issues, are essential. 





















Office Assistant in Chiropractic Of- 
fice. Must be computer literate & 
punoual- Fax resume to:781- 





























EARN $2-3000 PER 
WEEK 

Doing Business From Your Home 

No Exp. Necessary Will train. Send 


** Seehete ESR Be” 
Cc 
HENDERS ON, NV 89053 
Phoenix Classifieds 
To Place Your 


Help Wanted Ad, Cail 
617-859-3300 


a Boston 


Openings s 
sack ek ant 
Star 93.7 The Rhythm of ten is 


looking for an individual to support 
General Sales Manager, Local 
Sales Manager, and Sales Staff 
The position includes typing pro- 
posals, letters, and ad copy, keep- 
ing database current, coordinating 
broadcast orders and copy for 
local/national accounts, ordering 
supplies and keeping track of office 
equipment. This individual must be 
sensitive to the needs and chal- 
lenges of this fast paced environ- 
ment. Candidate must have excep- 








tional communication and organiza- 
tion skills. Must be able to work 
under tight deadlines. Candidate 
must possess strong PC skills in- 

cluding Word, Excel/Lotus, Power- 

Point and Access. This individuaf 
must be able to work efficiently and 
effectively handling many tasks si- 
multaneously and able to produce 
strong presentation materials. Mini- 
mum of one year experience 


Rock Bus Driver: waar 
Drive WAAF promotional vehicles 
(regular size van and 32’RV), assist 
the Promotions Director, Account 
Executives and Air Talent at station 
appearances and promotional 
events. Set up on-site promotions 
and carry out event instructions. In- 
teract with WAAF listeners. Must 
possess clean driving record, 
knowledge of Boston and Worces- 
ter areas. Customer service, mar- 
keting or public relations expenierge 
helpful. Must be able to work 
TREMELY fiexible hours, nights 
and weekends 


Traffic/Continuity Assis- 
tant: WAAF/WEEI/WRKO/WQSX 
Do you have more than 3 years ex- 
perience in Traffic and Continuity? 
Do you have a natural ability to pri- 
oritize daily tasks and complete 
those tasks in a timely fashion? Are 
you disciplined and a self-starter? 
Are you detail oriented but flexible? 
Do you look for solutions, not prob- 
lems? If this sounds like you, please 
send your resume to us immediate- 
ly! Entercom is a great place to work 
with great people, opportunities and 
benefits. We look forward to hearing 
from you as a candidate for this high 
growth potential position. Resumes 
to kkrause @ entercomboston.com 


Resumes to: Human Re- 
sources, Entercom, 116 Huntington 
Ave. 10th Floor, Boston, MA 02116, 
fax: (617)375-8099. Email to 
evie @ waaf.com 

No phone cails please! 
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NATURAL 
FOODS BUYER 


Busy natural foods market with 2 
locs. Arrange for sales promotions. 
oversee — buyers & margin 
control, plan & implement merch & 
resets, research new products, 
coord. w/dept mgrs, assist w/spe- 
cial events. Good negotiation & 
comm. skills, exp w/retail natural 
foods, detail oriented, organized 
Harvest aed Ave arkets 


cag b MA.02139, 9 
Attn:HR-Promo Gora 


Phoenix Classifieds 
To Place Your 


Help Wanted Ad, Calli 
617-859-3300 


Sites Ores. 


TURN YOUR 
RESTAURANT 
ies can INTO 


Internet start-up company sks qual- 
ified candidates for sales reps. Set 
your own hours. $1-2K per week po- 
tential. Full commission. Please fax 
resume and cover letter to: 
(617)723-4885 






























































Part Time 








RECEIVE UP TO 
$1464 


Healthy men and women 18-45 
are needed to participate in a drug 
free research study on sleep and 
the effects of light. 

“Spend up to 11 or 12 days (in- 
cluding 10 or 11 nights) living in a 
private laboratory suite while we 
monitor sleep and hormone levels 
*All meals are provided 
“Engage in leisure activities for 
much of the time 
“A medical evaluation is included 

information call 
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Media Opportunities 


PHOENIX 


HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER 
We seek an experienced HR generalist to join our international company in our expanding HR Department and to 
manage all HR functions for 5 of our 12 companies. With an employee base of over 500, responsibilities include 
senior management and mid-level recruitment, employee counciling and relations, policy development and 
implementation, staff developmentiraining and employee communications. Candidates must have at least 5 years of 
proven hands-on experience 


SKI ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

The Boston Phoenix has an excellent opportunity for an experienced sales professional to represent our company to 
the ski/outdoor industry. Our ideal candidate will have a successful track record in media sales and existing contacts 
within the ski industry. 












GRAPHIC ARTIST 
We seek a creative individual for this entry-level position, which will provide growth within our organization 
Responsibilities will include working with newspapers across the country on section and marketing customization 
scanning/photo editing, burning CDiiile archiving, and PDF distilling. Strong knowledge of Quark a must. Photoshop 
and Illustrator a plus 










RECEPTIONIST 
We have a dynamic opportunity for a detail-oriented and self-motivated individual to handle reception duties and 
provide administrative support to various departments as needed. This entry-level position requires excellent 
communication and organization skills . This is an awesome opportunity for an individual who loves the Phoenix and 
WFNX and is eager to begin a career in communications at one of Boston's most alternative companies. Individual 
selected will be transferred to another position in 6 months. 


RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
The Phoenix Newspaper Group seeks an experienced sales individual to help build it's expanding Help Wanted 
Section. The right individual will possess strong organizational and sales skills, as well as a determination to 

succeed. Candidate must have 2-3 years sales experience. Advertising sales experience a plus 































DIRECTOR OF SALES 
We are seeking a dynamic, energetic individual to manage our Sales/Client Development Department. Qualified 
candidates possess a minimum of 5 years managementexperience and a background in a sales and marketing 
environment. This exciting and challenging opportunity requires excellent management, communications and 
organizational skills, solid business development and problem solving abilities, and a record of delivering outstanding 
service to clients 






ENTRY-LEVEL SALES REP 
The Boston Phoenix seeks a Classified Advertising Lines Ad Taker who will be responsible for the placement of all 
inbound Classified Lines sales in addition to gaining exposure to outside sales. Qualified candidates will have 
excellent customer service skilis and a strong desire to break into the lucrative field of media sales at one of 
Boston's most alternative companies. 




















ACCOUNT MANAGER 
Tele-Publishing international, part of the Phoenix Media Communications Group, is the nation's leading provider of 
voice personals for newspapers and other media. We seek an aggressive, sales-oriented individual with 3-5 years of 
account management experience to provide consultative services to our alternative and gay newspaper client base 
You will collaborate with publishers to develop and promote their on-line and print personals. Must be open-minded 
and customer service savvy, and have experience in developing and delivering presentations. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office is required 















PC/MAC TECH 
We seek a skilled individual with at least 2 years of experience installing, configuring, and trouble shooting Macs and 
PCs. Strong knowledge of MAC OS, and Window's 95 a must. Knowledge of NT heipful 







ON-LINE EDITOR 












Our award winning website seeks an editor who is talented, highly motivated and has at least 3 years of editorial 
management experience at a newspaper or magazine. Experience as an editor on the internet a plus. Responsibilities 
will include overseeing the editorial contents on all of our media web sites as well as developing an editorial team of 


staffers and freelancers. 


MARKETING DIRECTOR 
Due to rapid international growth, TPI, the world’s leader provider of interactive media services, seeks a Marketing Director. 
In this leadership role, you will be responsible for marketing our direct response services in print media nationwide. Control 
advertising content appearing on 100 million pages of newsprint per week. Develop effective and innovative strategies to 
support our sales efforts and to launch new products and services. Create regional campaigns. At least 7-10 years 
experience masterminding the creative and marketing process required. Excellent communication skills, attention to detail 
and the ability to both lead projects and influence people also necessary. MBA preferred 

























ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 





The Boston, Providence, and Worcester Phoenix's have exciting opportunities available for dynamic and creative 
individuals with strong presentation and sales skills to join our sales force. To qualify you must have a minimum 
of tyear proven track record in outside sales and possess the ability to generate new business.Experience in 






print sales a plus 


CALL CENTER REPRESENTATIVES 

Immediate openings in our fast-paced call center for full-time and part-time customer service reps to assist customers 
placing personal ads in newspapers nationwide. Previous call center or customer service exp. preferred. Bilingual Spanish 
skilis a plus. 




















STAFF WRITER 
The Boston Phoenix is looking for an energetic, experienced writer and reporter to cover long, investigative 
projects. Top candidates will have the following: at least 3 years of journalism experience (five or more 
preferred);proven ability to write long pieces(2500+ words) in clear pelling prose; experience covering the 
courts, or in preparing investigative articles. Magazine writing experience and knowledge of Boston a plus. Please 
submit five writing clips with resume 


STUFF MEDIA GROUP 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
Do you live the Lifestyle? If so then we have an opportunity for you! We are looking for a real go-getter to pound 
the pavement. Someone who thrives on the challenge to generate new business. We seek an Account Executive 
with 2-3 years of media sales experience to join Gur expanding sales department. Knowledge of the Boston area 
and local nightlife a must 


MASS WEB PRINTING 


BINDERY HELPER - 1ST SHIFT: 
We seek a person to help us in our bindery operation, as well as to assist in other areas of our plant. We wil 

train, so no experience is required. Schedule is M-F, 7am-3pm, with some OT available. Starting wage is $8.50 
per hour 





















































PRESS HELPER - FULL TIME/3RD SHIFT: 
We seek a 3rd shift press helper to assist in the operation of our Web Printing equipment. The schedule is 11pm 
7am. Experience is helpful, but not required 


FNX RADIO NETWORK 


With the creation of the FNX Radio Network, we are currently seeking individuals to help us expand the 
independent spirit of Boston's Real Alternative radio into new markets in Maine and New Hampshire. Starting with 
92.1FNX in Portland, Maine, the FNX Network is poised to become a new force in broadcasting, simulcasting the 
unique alternative sounds that have marked 101.7 WFNX since 1983 
























SALES ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST 
We have an immediate opening for an organized, personable individual to answer phones and provide office support for 
our Sales Department in our Lynn-based radio station. Candidates must have strong customer service skills and have 

knowledge of Word and Excel. Excellent entry-level opportunity for someone interested in becoming part of a successful 
media company. 


GENERAL SALES MANAGER - FUX RADIO NETWORK 
Tired of the corporate consolidated radio game? Looking for a fulfilling radio sales management opportunity within a 
creative and independently owned alternative media company? As our General Sales Manager you will supervise the 
sales staff of WFNX-FM in Boston and oversee the sales managers of all our regional radio stations within the new FNX 
Radio Network. You must possess strong leadership and motivational skills plus come armed with creative strategies to 
continue growing our radio group's revenue. A knowledge of Boston; Manchester, NH; Portsmouth,NH; and/or Portland 
ME radio markets is a bonus! Our ideal candidate will have at least 3 years in broadcast sales management experience 
with a passion for, or understanding of, our alternative music format 


REGIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - BOSTON AREA 
You will be part of the new FNX Network team, working with our national rep firm and developing key regional accounts. You 
must have strong writing and presentation skills plus a minimum of 2 years outside media sales experience. 

































ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 101.7 FHX-BOSTON AREA 
WFNxX is expanding our outside sales force. Successful candidates will be responsible for handling and developing 
an established list of agency and retail advertising accounts as well as generating new business. Minimum 1 





1 year 
outside sales experience required. Excellent opportunity for career-minded sales executives who desire a unique and 
exciting work environment with tremendous income potential! 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - PORTLAND AREA 92.1FNX (WPHX-FM) 
Now that we're in the Portland area, we're looking for an energetic ana enthusiastic individual who walk our walk and 
talk our talk. If you think you have the right stuff, let us know. Experienc developing and nurturing a solid client 
base is a big plus, but most of all we're looking for someone who fits with our indie vibe and is willing to work hard 
with our sales team 


PEOPLE2PEOPLE.COM 


Peopie2People.com is a hot start-up with years of experience. We already have over 850,000 active members with 
thousands more joining each week. To keep up with this exponential growth, we need to add key people to our team 
Be a part of one of the fastest growing internet start up companies in the area 

























JAVA WEB DEVELOPER 
We are looking for several talented, out-of the-box thinkers who want to do cutting edge work in a fun, creative environment 
You will be providing programming expertise in the areas of product development, technical operations and integration of 
applications with ASP’s, ISP's and the latest third party vendors. Experience with JAVA, HTML, JavaScript, and more JAVA with 
1-2 years experience in NT-based web applications development is perferred. if you enjoy the challenges of a start up 
environment, that fosters teamwork, growth and thinking, then this opportunity is for you 













INTERNET BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
People2Peopie.com, the largest site of it's kind, seeks someone with an entrepreneurial spirit relentless drive, and 
a passion for the internet to help us forge the strategic partnerships that will take our e-commerce businesses to 
the next level. Solid presentation skills are a must. Sales experience preferred. Minimum 1-3 years Internet 
experience is essential. Approximately 25% travel 


DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
We seek a tough-minded and intense individual with superb interpersonal skills and technical knowledge, business savvy, 
and the flexibility to meet the changing needs brought about by growth. At least 5 years HR Generalist/ Management 
experience a must. Entrepreneurial start up experience a pius. The position Will focus heavily on recruiting at the start. Will 
also work closely with senior management in developing policy and procedures, researching and making recommendations 
on benefits, compensation, training and development, and employee relations. 


INSTATRAC 


GOVERNMENT ONLINE RESEARCHER 
instaTrac, Massachusetts only online government information firm seeks an individual to chronicle the inner workings 
of the Massachusetts statehouse and state agencies. Responsibilities include collecting legisiative data from the 
Statehouse, as well as reporting on actions taken by the House, Senate, legislative committees and state agencies 


Strong computer and typing skills a must 














































Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to 
Human Resources 

PMCG 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Fax: (617) 425-2615 

jobs @phx.com 
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MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
















































OYSTERS AREN’T FOR EVERYONE. 
NEITHER ARE OUR JOBS 


The difference is YOU - with superior skills, experience, and intelligence... 
The difference is our clients - premier companies and institutions... 
The difference is top pay rates, comprehensive benefits 
and over 30 years of experience... 

The difference is our lack of attitude. 


Word Processors (60 wpm) 
Desktop Publishing 
Legal & Medical Secretaries 


Data Entry es r 
*SKILL BUREAU . 1, 


129 Tremont Street ¢ Boston, MA 02108 





Executive Secretaries 
Administrators 
Receptionists 

Super Non-Typist 


617-423-2986 


www.skilibureau.com 


THINKING JOBS FOR THINKING PEOPLE 


CD Spins seeks 
FT Managers/Buyers 
for busy retail. 
Must be organized, 
reliable and 
detail oriented. 
Experience preferred, 
call Monday-Friday 
(617) 728-9977 


—] — Bj — | — 


New & Used Gompact Discs 


PARI-IME 
DRIVERS 


Needed in the Worcester area and also 
the Boston area to deliver Phoenix 
products, Must have own large vehicle 
and qood driving record. Call 


OT1AO0.Bb08 





ALL SHIFTS 
LaGroceria 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO AND PIZZERIA 


ASK For FRANK, 
PAT OR MOE 


6174974214 


pel felfelfel fel fel fedfelfel pel pel felfesyel 















DISPATCHERS 
WANTED 


for Adult Phone Service in Cambridge. Seeking 
mature, dependable. detail oriented, organized 
with excellent phone voice. Applicants with 
strong customer service or sales experience 
a plus. Evenings, over nights and weekends 
available, part time only. Green Line Lechmere 
stop. Call Rachael at 


617-520-3373 


Appliance 
Service Technician 


Commercial Laundry Distributor 
has immediate opening for service 
technician north of Boston. Prefer 

individual with 3-5 years 
experience in appliance repair, 
specifically washers and dryers. 

Must have mechanical, electrical 

and electronic trouble-shooting 

ability. Must have valid driver's 
licenseand excellent driving habits. 
Gas, plumbing and venting 
knowledge a plus. Employer paid 
pre-employment background 
check, physical and drug screening 
required. Salary dependent on 
experience. Comprehensive 
benefits package provided. 


An equal opportunity employer. 


Send Resume Or Work History To: 
Human Resources, 

22 Water St., Cambridge, MA 02141 
Or Fax 617-876-4591 


assistant 
managers & 
retail sales 


Work with the best human beans and 
the best coffee beans. Berkeley, 
California-based specialty coffee 
roaster is currently interviewing for its 
Boston-area stores. 


We offer competitive pay, on/off site 
training, medical, dental, 401(k), 
vacation & sick time, discounts, and 
advancement opportunities. Apply at 
776 Beacon Street in Newton, 100 Mt 
Aubum Streetin Cambridge, 1749 Mass 
Avenue in Lexington, or 285 Harvard 
Street in Brookline. 


We encourage applications from people 
of all ages, races and ethnic backgrounds. 


Coffee « lea... 


www.peets.com 
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ma 


EVIPLOYMENT 
OPPS 


ARTIST’S MODEL 


Need female models with propor- 
tionate bodies for drawing in private 
studio right on the B Line. Experi- 
ence not necessary. $15/hr. Short 
interview required 
617-787-0851 
Visit my website at 
http://members.aol.com 
searchneye: 


BE YOUR 
OWN BOSS 


RPS INC. A leader in the small pack- 
age pick-up and delivery business 
seeks highly motivated individuals 
interested in becoming owner/oper- 
ators. Qualified candidates must be 
at least 21 yrs old, have a clean divi- 
sion motor vehicles and at least one 
year verifiable driving experience in 
a 20 Ft commercial vehicle. For more 
information on this great opportunity 
please apply in person at RPS, Inc 
An FDX Company, Mon-Fri. 9am- 


4pm 

BOSTON AREA: 
375 BALLARDVALE STREET 
WILMINGTON, MA 01887 978-988 


987 
WORCESTER AREA: 60s 
HARTFORD PIKE, SHREWS- 
BURY, MA 01545 508-842-2470 
PROVIDENCE AREA: 
66 LEAVITT STREET SEEKONK 
WE! RP EI 53-3911 
E.0.E -AFEIRMATIVE AC- 
TION 
Circles the premier national 
provider of web-based virtual per- 
sonal assistance, has an exciting op- 
portunity for someone who is fanati- 
cally customer focused. As a 
Concierge, you will respond to cus 
tomer needs by making dinner reser- 
vations, purchasing hard to find tick 
ets, or transferring them to the cor- 
rect representative. You will receive 
requests by phone and respond with 
planning, info, research and/or ser- 
vice provider referrals. The qualified 
candidate has 2 yrs. cust. svc. exp 
is extremely well spoken & very pro 
ductive. The ideal candidate loves 
Satisfying cust. needs & cannot wait 
for the next challenge. Daytime 
evening, wknd, & overnight shifts. To 
apply, please fax res. and cover let- 
ter to dept. PC 617-464-3536 or 
apply , online at 
www.circles.com 


DAY MANAGER 


Indie CD store, in South Boston, sks 
P/T day mger, 25 hrs/wk. Must be re 
spons, willing to express new ideas 
Music/retail exp. pref 


(617)268-7433 


FEMALE 
MASSEUSE 
WANTED 















Do you want great $$ but still have 
nights and weekends off? Call us 
today for interview! Only a few pos 


tions left available. No professional 
exp nec. Will train. Call Gary 
(617)782-5885 


Phoenix Classifieds 
To Place Your 
Help Wanted Ad, Call 
617-859-3300 


SUMMER DAY 
CAMP 


Directors, general counsellors, and 
program staff: aquatics, archery, arts 
and crafts, drama, sports, ropes 
ourse. Salary range $1500-$3800 


(978)369-4095 


TALENT 
the agenc 


New model & talent search. M/F all 
ages for TV, film, commercial, fash- 
ion & theatrical wk. Many opportu- 
nities. For evaluation or Free fash- 
ion shoot for models. Call new 
faces dep't 617-542-3277 


WANTED 


Male college graduate 25+ 
Harvard Sq. rm in exchange 
for 10 hrs wkly work with 


disturbed th 
617 868-0649 


Start your own business 
Set your own schedule 
Control your own income 


Sell from your home, at work 


through fundraisers 
Be an Avon Representative 


Call (888) 561-2866 
















tis 


RESTAURANTS/ 
ENTERTAINMENT 


BOSTON BILLIARD 
CLUB 


is looking for some fun and ex 
people. If you have any high ve 
experience in the Food and 
age industry, know how to sn 
have fun, come and apply in pers 
Mon. thru Wed. from ipm to 4p 
We are accepting applications for 
the follgwin: sitions 
ocktail Servers 
_Bussers 
Disiwpen rs 
Short Order Cooks 
Please only apply if you want to 
have fun and meet the qualifications 
listed above. No phone calls please 
126 Brookline Avenue 
Boston, MA 02215 


GIRLS WANTED 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk.Must be 
18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex 


617-427-6514 


STutons 


WANTED 
IS YOUR. BOG READY 


Is he or she overweight? 

We are doing a segment for the na- 
tionally known tv show; “Woof! -it's 
A Dog's Life with Uncle Matty 
Please call Kim at 617-300-2682 
and specify name, breed, age, and 


weight of dog 


















THE BOSTON 


Tix 
Classified Directory 


Phoenix Personals: Find us in == Moving Sales 
Musical Instruments & Equipment 


Odds & Ends 

Pets 
Records, Tapes & CDs 
Sports Equipment — 
Stereos & Components 
TV & Video 

Tickets 

Yard Sales 


in the Phoenix 


Classifieds 


Rehearsal Space 
Studio Space 
Writers’ Services 


Academic Services 
Artists’ Services 
Business Services 
Credit Services 
Entertaining Services 
Home Services 
Misc.Services 


Mind, Body & Spirit/page 46 
Astrology 

Education & Meditation 

Healing Bodywork 

Health & Fitness 

Readings 

Self-Help 

Therapy & Counseling 


Music, Theatre 
& Arts/page 43 


Artist Services 


To place your own Roommates 
ad call (617)859-3300 


BOSTON’S MOST 
EFFICIENT 


Roommate Service 
INSTANT ONLINE 
RESULTS! 
FREE TO 


SEARCH & LIST 
Contact Us @ 


www.Easy 
Roommate.com 


ACTON Worcester GM couple 
seeks M or F housemates. Call 
Eric 978-263-9427,Fax 207- 
866-4827 Mention ad 


ALLSTON 2BDRM: Seeking 
Prof. M to share amazing 2 floor. 
2bdrm, 2bth apartment. W/D + 
brand new Kitchen appliances 
Smokers OK $750pm call 617- 
216-3621 


ALLSTON M for 1st fl room near 
trans, pkng, utils. Ref. kit, priv. 
Non-smoker Quiet $400 nego- 
tiable Avi.now 
617-787-3807 


ALLSTON Nice rm in 3 person 
apt. Nr bus line & green line 
$375/mo +. Avi now. 617-782- 
3476. Nice quiet loc 
617-787-4383 


ALLSTON/CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking friendly, funny, finan- 
cially stable M to share VERY 
large 2 BR apt. 1 block from 
HARVARD STADIUM 
Foreigners please apply! $500 + 
utils. MONTHLY LEASE. (first 
last, deposit). No dogs. 11/1 
Auguste at 617-782-9978, or 
bauer @fas.harvard.edu 


ALLSTON: 2F 1M seek 1M/F to 
share 4BR apt. NonSmoker pre 
ferred. $386/mo+ utils. Avail Jan 
1. 617-779-8212 


ALLSTON: Room avail in hse 
lose to T/Bus. In-house laun 
dry. $550 inci utils. 617-787 
788 


ARLINGTON: F sks prof F pet 
lover for beautiful 2BR apt. off 
strt pkg, hwfirs, W/D. Near cmtr 
rail $600+ Avail Jan 1 or sooner 
Amy 781-648-0191 


ARLINGTON: Prof F Sks same 
to share Irge, sunny, 2bdrm apt 
mn a house must be cat/gay 
friendly, pets OK, Nr Bus, off st 
pkg, W/D, n/smk, $650+util avail 
2/1 call 781-648-4418 


ARLINGTON: GF 39 sks F for 
2BR newly renovated, quiet 
near bus & shops. $600+ Avail 
now. 781-646-1072 


BACKBAY $400 
M/F Share 2bdrm quiet, clean 
apt. Near T $400+ 1/1/2000, call 
617-266-5479 


*ADMIRALS 
HILL/CHELSEA* 
Fun Prof M sks F/M 21-35 to 
share modern 2BR 2Bath apt 
witerrace. Cent. air/heat, prkg 
pool. $650 incl utils. Avail asap 
617-884-4205 


CAMBRIDGE :2 prof M, 40's sk 
M/F 30's + for pleasant, inde 
pendent, houshid, nr Porter/Da 
vis Sq. Nice neighborhood, prks 
$467+ util. Steve 617-354-5033, 
Mike 617-876-8349 


BACK BAY 


BACK BAY, F sks M/F to shr ele 
gant 1500sf renov 2br condo on 
2 fis, Indry, rideck, ac, d/d, pkg 
avi, nr T $995 617-267-4748 


BOSTON HARBOR/CHELSEA 
rmmte for incr. 3000ft hse boat 
w/use of sundeck, hot-tub 
sauna, sailboat, speedboat,w/d 
Great view $600 incl. util. 617- 
926-9999 


Wanted 


Help Wanted/page 33 
Professional Opportunities 


Real Estate 


BOSTON/SOUTH $450 incis 
util. Lrg 2bdrm. Sk M/F 25+ shr 
apt nr T & bus, 10min frm dwn- 
twn, nr beach, cin, quiet nbrhd, 
EIK, 1.5bth, shr office. avi now 
Doug 617 268-9035 


BOSTON; Zen Martial Art Tem- 
ple living, study under Shim 
Gum Do, Mind Sword Path 
Founding Master, Zen Master 
Chang Sik Kim. Spacious, 
clean, secure living near Cleve- 
land Circle. Private room, beau- 
tiful grounds. Meals, utilities, 
training fees included 
$700./month. $50 parking. Call 
Mary Stackhouse @ (617)787- 
1506 


BRAINTREE Shr condo 2bdrm 
w/d pkng full use of apt. need 
car Avi. ASAP $400 Call 781- 
843-2460. leave mess anytime 
D/N 


BRIGHTON/NEWTON LINE 

PROF n/smk F 30+ to shr 7rm 
apt w/same hdwd firs bicny yd 
washer esy pkg quiet $550+utils 
avail 12/15 or 1/1 617-254-5579 


BRIGHTON: 2 M/F rmmts wntd 
for 3BR apt. in Brighton Ctr 
Near T/bus, pkg avail. No pets, 
N/S. $433.33 + depos. Avail Jan 
1. Call 617-782-2235 


BRIGHTON: Skg prof/grad stud 
M/F for 1 rm in 3 BR. 5 min walk 
to C line. $550/mo + ht & H20. 
Avail 1/1. (H)-617-734-0907 
(W)-617-250-2566 


BRINGHAM CIR: F skg M/F 23- 
30 for ig 2BR on Green (E), #39, 
#66 bus. Avi. 1-1. $450+ pets 
negot. Call Melissa at 617-277- 
7440 


BROOKLINE/COOLIDGEC- 
NR/LONGWOODAVE: Sk prof F 
25-35 for large 2Br. 2 min from T 
H/W, Deck, Storage, Laundry in 
build $675 incl H, HW. Avi ASAP 
Please call 232-4054 


BROOKLINE/COOLIDGE 
CNR/LONGWOOD AVE: Furn 
Bedroom avail in great apt 
Modern kitch & bath. Hdwd firs 
W/D in bldg. $700/mo, includes 
all. 617-277-9661 


BU APT: Off Brighton Strip*** 
Allston, full kitch, 2 Ige common 
rms, bath on every floor, beauti 

ful, HW Firs. $400.00. Going 

fast, hurry! 2 rooms left!! Call 
Christian @ 617-839-3534 


CAMB/FRESHPD 
2 women skg 1 woman to share 
large sunny 2-story 4BR/2BA 
Vict apt h/w firs in lovely nbrhd 
nr Fresh Pond. 1 cat; nor more 
pets. Room $600+, avail 1/1 
617-864-5872 or 617-864-5126 


CAMBRIDGE 


Prof, 23-35 wanted to share 
spacious 2 BR near Central 
Kendal, & Inman Sq. Huge room 
wiots of windows. On street 
parking, secure building, near 
laundry, grocery and B-Side 
lounge. $550/mo, Avail NOW!!! 


(12/17 or 1/1). Call Gregory 


617-491-8677. 


CAMBRIDGE 
Beautiful, sunny 1BR 
walk to Cent Sq. Hrdwd firs, f/p 
& d/w. In-build indry & strg. Ht & 
ht wtr incl. No fee. $1200. 617 
868-0630. 


5 min 


CAMBRIDGE- rms avi, skg F for 
semi-furn, prv ent.$620, all rms 
inc. utils, w/d, Irg kit. rm w/cable 
conv. to red/green T. Other rms 
$350-$600. 617-666-3646 


CAMBRIDGE/SOM: 2M sk 3rd 
for nice, re-furb. hse 10min to 
harv sq. N/S. Clean/consid. Dw 
pkng, w/d, bsmt strg. $580+ 
617-591-9693 


CAMBRIDGE: Huge sensa 
tionally located in Porter Sq, 7rm 
3bdrm apt, hw firs, no smk 

veg hort term okay avail 
2/20 $625 (617)491-4216 


CAMBRIDGE: Several rms avail 
nfurn grt nghbrd bus line 
d firs W/D EIK 


furn or ui 


ng frpice M or F 

mkr no pets $500: 
$700util inc(negot) (617)354 
1600 


CAMBRIDGE: Davis/Porter Sq 
area. Steps for Mass ave. 1BR 
priv bath & entrance avail. Fam 
ly of 4 will trade rent for after 
noon babysitting of cheery tod- 
dier. www.combsnet.com/room 
617-441-9623 


CENTRAL SQ; N/S, F to shr 
sunny BR in 3BRM apt. Cable tv 
basic phone and all util included! 
3rd floor, porch, 2 cats. $500 
Call Peggy before 11pm. Avail 
12/15 or 01/01. 617-547-7894 


CENTRAL SQ; skng quiet 
clean, frndly, resp M. for 2bdrm 
to shr w/young prof BiM. Nr. T. 
Short term ok. Avail now 
$550/mo inci utils. 617-354- 
2784 


CHARLESTOWN- Prof M/F to 
shr Irg 3BR apt. Hdwd firs, Mod 
kit, bckyrd patio, nr T, Great city 
views. $425. 781-749-2787 


DORCHESTER: UMASS. Need 
1 male for mod, spacious, car- 
peted apt. on T. Central A/C 
(air), Laundry, dsh. wshr. CATV 
+ Furn. $395. 617-822-3283 


DORCHESTER; Prof GWM sks 
same for rm in 2brm apt. study, 
dng rm, w/d, on st. pkng 5 min to 
T /mo. Avail Now. Call Bill 
617-825-9513 


DORCHESTER: GWM 35 SKS 
3GM/LF to shre 4 bdrm duplex 
2ba, Ivng rm, dng rm iIrg eat in 
kit, W/D, dshwshr, wik in cists, 2 
studies, prchs, prkng, nr T smk 
ok $525+utils call Jon (617)288- 
9502 


DORCHES NOT 
T FAR 

Queer F, 30, 2 cats sks rmmte 
for nice 2BR, 2 pchs. $460/mo, 
incl heat & Indry. Nr U-MASS, 


JFK, T. 10 mins to dwntwn. 
N/S/Pets. 617-426-4155 x3718 


EAST ARLINGTON: resp. m 
30+ to shr with 2 $600 first and 
last w/d 10min to allewife and 
mass ave. bus. ref. call 781-643- 
4211 


EAST BOSTON: Sunny apt to 
shr w/ mother. T access, pkg & 
Indry. $400 + utils. Call Tim 
(w)617-624-0430 


EAST BOSTON Sk M non-smk 
respons. for 1rm, pvt bath Near 
T 5mins to Govt Ctr. $350+ 1/3 
util. Call Jose 617-561-8924 


EAST SOMERVILLE: Rm avail 
$575 all util. W/D on-st pkg close 
to T/Bus 617-623-9593 


EVERETT: Bi M/F, 30+, to shr 
Irge house, your room 14x15 w/ 
own phne. $320/mo inc! all utils 
+ cable. Avail 1/1. Pat 617-381- 
0630 


EVERETT: Prof. Female, n/s to 
share nice house. Unique pri- 
vate living situation. w+d, +1/3 
util, no pets. $395/mo. 
617-389-8104 


FRESH POND 
Near Harv. Huge 2rm suite w: 
priv entrance in large house 
$900/mo incl utils. W/D 1st, last 
+ secur. Avail NOW. 617-492- 
7829 


GUARANTEED? 
Well, yes. All of our ROOM- 
MATE ads come with the 
Phoenix Guarantee. That is 
we'll keep running your ad until 
you find your perfect roommate 
Guaranteed. A 4-line ad is only 
$79. Place your ad today and, if 
you Say so, we gladly renew it 
for FREE every 4 weeks! 


The Phoenix 
Classifieds. 


617-859-3300 


JAMAICA PLAIN F wanted for 
semi-veg, non-smoking, musical 
household. $425 incl ht. Call 
617-983-2731 


JAMAICA PLAIN: Mature Wom- 
an Non/Skr for 2bdrm condo 
Ceramic tile hrdwd firs w/d stor 
age off street parking near For- 
est Hills T $350incl 
util(1st/last/security)call 617- 
635-4505(w) (617)522-5157(h) 


JAMAICA PLAIN: 1M/2F sks 
1N/S M/F 20's for cheery rm in 
4bdrm apt, hrdwd firs, W/D, EiK 
vg rm, no pets nr JP 
Licks/T(Orange/Greene Line) 
$475 (617)971-0029 


LYNN: Flax Pd, mat resp qte 
prof M/F wntd for sparc furn 
2BR, liv rm, ig kit, ceil fans, pan- 
try, bkyrd, deck, png. 11x11 carp 
BR, bit-in shivs. Smk OK, no 
drugs $425 incl util, cbl, dog. ref 
req. Now avi. 781-596-9893 


Auditors 
Comedy 


MAGAZINE ST. APT: sks m/f to 
shre 2bdr apt 5 min from Central 
Sq T. Ground fir, partially furn, 
2bdrm, Heat & util.inc. Now 
avail. 978-927-0166 


MALDEN: Artist 30 sks n/s M/F 
bright STUDIO 7rm apt, quiet 
nbrhd nr T/Bus $450+ Mature & 
Responsible 781-321-7532 


MARBLEHEAD: Non-smkr to 
share 5 bdrm house w/3 others. 
Sun porch, great ocean view, 
w/d, dishwasher. $390 + 1/4 
utils. Call Mike 781-639-2583. 


MEDFORD WEST M/F 30+ wkg 
non-smkr. Sunny rm in ig clean 
hse, great yd, pkg, bus, sep fd, 
no pets $325+ 
781-483-7309 


MEDFORD WEST M/F 30+ wkg 
non-smkr. Sunny rm in ig clean 
hse, great yd, pkg, bus, sep fd, 
no pets $325+ 
781-483-7309 


MEDFORD: Prof F, 30 seeking F 
to shr 2BR twnhse. Mod kitch w/ 
W/D, & DW. N/S, refs required 
$620+ utils. Avail 1/15. 781-395- 
7373 


My Roommate ad 
worked. Cancel it! 


That's what we hear every day 
from people who placed a 
Guaranteed Ad in the Phoenix 
Roommates Section. THE 
GUARANTEE: We keep running 
your ad until you find a room- 
mate. And a 4-line ad is only 
$79. So, what are you waiting 
for? Place your ad today and if 
you say so, we gladly renew it 
for FREE every four weeks! 


The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 


NEEDHAM: yng enthusiastic 
sngle mom  w/3yr_ old, 
Yogathrpst, sks M/F to shre 3bdr 
hse, cmfrtble rm, pinty of pkng, 
5min wik to comm rail, cntr of 
twn, $450+1/2utils 617-388- 
3961, or 781-453-9581, or 
hmpge at www.yogawithjudi 
com 


NEWTON: GWM 
50 YO, sks clean, quiet, resp 
N/S, GM, age 35-55 to shr 
attrac, mostly furn 2BR apt. Lge 
sunny, lv rm/din rm, Euro-style 
kitch, 1 BA, complete W/ A/C 
D/D, WW. Sm yd w/patio & 
gardn. Laund facil avail. Room 
avail, Ige, unfurn, sunny, w/wik 
in closet. Conv to stores, rte 
128, Mass Pike, Rvrsde Grn In 
$595/mo + 1/2 elec. Heat & free 
pkg incl. Avail immed., serious 
replies only. 617-965-6979. Iv 
mes 


NEWTONVILLE Hsemate, 30- 
55, 2 shr beaut spacious vic 
pking, w/d, hdwd fis, 3 yo & cats 
$575 + 1/4 util. Avail 12/01 
617-965-7846 


NORTHBRIDGE: M/F for Lg rm 
in log home on cntry acre. Pool 
w/d, offstrt pkg, mins to 
495/masspike, $550/mo_ incl 
utils. 1st & last. 508-234-4388 


PORTER SQ: Ig BR Avail in 3BR 
Apt. Great Loc. 1 Blk to T. Pkg 
avail. 2ig Decks. $535+. Call 
666-6725 


QUINCY; Share Studio 
$100/mo. Woman only. Deico. 
617-376-2309 


REVERE BEACH BLVD- Quiet 
non-smoker, to share apt in wa- 
terfront 3 family house Lrg 
frnt/rear decks, on/oft St pkg, cis 
to T. $400 inc! ht/elec. Hal 781- 
485-0507 


REVERE BEACH BLVD- Quiet 
non-smoker, to share apt in wa- 
terfront 3 family house Lrg 
frnt/rear decks, on/off St pkg, cls 
to T. $400 inci ht/elec. Hal 781 
485-0507 


REVERE BEACH- 3M sk 4th M 
for 3rd fir rm in furn hse. 3bik to 
Beach/stores/T. $350+dep & ref 
Call 781-289-5788. 


SALEM, MA 
2BR wiPro SWM & cat, huge 
yrd, 2rm suite, h/w firs, nr T, 
prkg. $400/mo & elec/gas/cable 
617-424-9099 


Movers/Personal Services 
Ticket Agencies 
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SHERBORNE: Sk easy going 
hsemate, M/F, 35+, for rural 
farm house. 1 cat, peaceful, 
quiet, birds, nature & trails 
Sense of humor, share chores 
$500 + utils. 781-674-7324 
Kate-weekdays 


SOMERVILLE: Rmmte needed 
to shr 2BR. Hwiirs, W/D, nr 
Porter/Harvard Sq. $600+ half 
utils. 617-591-8655 


SOMERVILLE: M seeks M/F for 
2BR apt avail 1/1. Perf for grad 
stud/prof. N/S/Pets. 5 min to 
Port Sq. $412+ utils, + 1st mth 
deposit. Kevin 617-625-1024 


SOMERVILLE GWM sk M for 1 
Bdrm in 2bdrm apt, sunny, Ig, 
spacious, N/S, safe, quiet, EIK 
$475+. 617-628-2998 


SOMERVILLE/DAVIS SQ: 27 yr 
old prof M, sks prof M/F to shr 
hse. Hw firs, W/D, patio & grdn, 
Ig kitch/closets. On st pkg 
N/S/Drugs/Pets. Avail 1/1. $650. 
617-623-2221 


SOMERVILLE/PORTER SQ: 2 
sublets avail in 3BR for 1/1 & 
2/1. Smokers ok. No pets except 
small. $500-$530/mo w/ht & 
H20. 20's pref. 617-776-9397 


SOMERVILLE; GWM sk same 
1.5 bath, parking, quiet, dog, on 
bus-Davis NS, A/C, WI/D, 
clean. $475+ Bry. 776-7206 


SOMERVILLE/Camb. nr. Prtr. + 
Davis. Sk. 1F for 9rm apt. w/ 2 
Wving. rms., W/D, neat, sunny. 
$300+ util. Avi Jan 1st. 617-628- 
9272 


SOMRVLE/PrtrSq. 
5 min walk to T. M rmt to shr 
3BR_ sat No — smk/pets. 
$360/mo+. Charlie or Robert 
(617) 776-1254 


SOMRVLE/PrirSq. 
5 min walk to T. M rmt to shr 
3BR_ sat No  smk/pets 
$360/mo+. Charlie or Robert 
(617) 776-1254 


SOUTH BOSTON/SAVIN HILL 
2 rms avail in quiet hse. Good 
for creative person. Nr T, renov. 
W/D, 1 & 1/2 bths. Pkg grge. No 
lease. $550 & $575 incl all utils 
617- 474- 1664 


SOUTH BOSTON: To share 
2BR apt. Quiet street w/parking, 
walk to redline, buses, and 
beach. Lease required N/Smk, 
pets $400 + 1/2 utils avail 2/1 
Jim (617)269-2377, micmacsco- 
tial@ aol.com 


STURBRIDGE AREA 
Looking for GWM seeking GM 
roommate. Students welcome 
18-24. Have two 4-wheelers 
Only sincere replies. No alco- 
hol/drugs. Call 1-508-347-1176 


TEWKSBURY: 128/93. Female 
Sks Female to shr 11rm, 2 car 
garage, w/d, ige kit, wd stve, on 
river, Ige yrd w/grden. $600+ util, 
avail now. 978-658-2621 


UNION SQUARE Lge, Vict. style 
hse, 2bdrm, very spacious, frpic 
prkg. Cis to shops,no smkr, rest 
nr T. $550/mo. call Misha 617- 
776-9773. 


VOTED 
BOSTON’S BEST! 
In the Boston Phoenix Reader's 
Poll. FREE previews before you 
sign up. FREE listings if you 
have a room to rent. Free 
updates by Web and E-mail 
Apartment Access 
617-975-0003 
www.Roommate 
Access.com 


WATERTOWN: bif sks n/s F for 
3bdrm ww ac w/d pkg yd strge 
bdrm and study for $600+ 12/1 
617-926-2840 


WATERTOWN: 30+, N/S, to shr 
house w/owner & cat. Deck, gar- 
den, nr river & T, W/D, pkg. $585 
inc utils. Avi 02/01. 617-923- 
2307 


WATERTOWN; 31 yr old GWM 
sks clean, considerate 25-38 
M/F for 2BRM condo. W/D 
Deck, Hdwd firs, Pool, furn if 
nded. N/S, No drugs/pets. Nr 
Bus. $600inc! util. Avail 1/1 
617-923-6231 


WELLESLEY: 1 BR avail immed 
in furn apt.. Walk dist to 
Woodland & Wellesly Farms sta- 
tion. No pkg. W/D, shared Bath 
Lots of closet spc. N/S, pref 
quiet stud. $550/mo. Chris 781- 
431-8610 


WEST NEWTON 


Prof. male or female 
28+ to share a 2 br. in a Two 
family home Minutes from Pike 
Parking W/D, $550.+ 
Flexible move in date. Call John 


617-859-3310 


Call Phoenix Classified lines at 617-859-3300 
For Display advertising, call 617-859-3227 


WINCHESTER 
Quiet N/S M/F needed 1/1 to shr 
Irg 2BR apt w/prof F. Hrdwd firs, 
quiet strt. Furn or not. Lse ends 
6/30 w/option to renew 
$500+/mo (781)721-4778, 
kkc @ ziplink.net 


WINTHROP: 3BR, non smok- 
ing, avi asap. near bus to T. 
$270/mo +util. Pkg Avail. John 
617-846-0838. 


To place your own Housemates 
ad call (617)859-3300 


BOSTON’S MOST 
EFFICIENT 


Roommate Service 


INSTANT ONLINE 
RESULTS! 
FREE TO 

SEARCH & LIST 


Contact 
www.Easy 
Roommate.com 


Acton or Worcester. Free room 
for help renovating classic hous- 
es of GM pair. Write Box 3167 
Worcester, MA 01613. 


BELMONT, Charming 2+ bdrm 
house. Nr Harvard/73 bus to shr 
w/Prof F, N/S, no more pets 
$750/mo. 617-489-6801 


BROOKLINE: Coolidge Crnr! 3 
Profs skng fourth to shr spa- 
cious hse, yrd, 2 prchs, grt loc 
$385/mo incl heat/util. N/S/Pets 
617-432-2094 


BROOKLINE: 3 stud/prof skg a 
fourth. N/S, kosher kitchen, fire- 
place, nr green line/#66, spa- 
cious, 5 BR, 3 baths, sunny, hw 
firs. Avail ASAP. $595/mo incl 
utils. Call Mark or Shoshana at 
617-734-0290 


CAMBRIDGE: Nr. Kendall/MIT 
2bdrms avail in ige 8rm dplx, 
W/D. N/S/Pets. $575+ each 
One yr lease, 1st/last/secur. 
617-876-2272 


CAMBRIDGE; Porter SQ; for irg 
Vict. Great loc, nr T, shops, 
pubs. clean, quiet, friendly. Skng 
motivated male willing to keep 
beaut home 8430-+util 
N/S/DRUGS/PETS. Prof Male, 
27+ Avail 01/00. 617-661-3548 


Did you know that all 
Phoenix Housemate 
ads are GUARAN- 
TEED? 


That's right, we keep running 
your ad until you find a house- 
mate. And a 4-line ad is only 
$79. So, what are you waiting 
for? Place your ad today and, if 
you say so, we gladly renew it 
for FREE every four weeks! 

The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 


JFK/UMASS 
DORCHESTER. Skg clean 
quiet respons, housemate to shir 
spacious, newly renov. 3bd/2bth 
twnhse in safe, nice nghbhd. 5 
min walk to Red Line. $450. 617 
265-7280 


GREAT PLACE!! 
ARLINGTON- Avi 2/1. Sk M/F 
prof/grad stdnt for fntstc Vict hse 
quiet st, lots of strg, W/D, yard 
porch. Access to bus & T 
N/S/pets. $445. 781-641-3510 


JAMIACA PLAIN: Hsmte to shr 
2bdrm twnhse. Wall to wall, air 
cond. Nr T. $475 - 617-504-3732 


JP: M/F to share 3BED, twnhse 
New kit/bath, hwd firs, DW/D 
W/D. 5 min to T. No pets. Avail 
now. $600+. 617-524-3461 


LOWELL- Prot GWM sks GM/F 
2 rms avail now in 3BR Colonial 

5bth, w/d, cls to Rts 3/495 
walk to Cmtr Rail/UMass-Lowell 
$450 and $525, both + utils 
978-458-9509 


MEDFORD WEST: SKS 2 indep 
esy-gng M/F 28+ to shr grnd vict 
7rm/3bdrm 2fmily hse nr T & 
shops W/D D/D hrdwd firs N/S 
$575+ 781-492-0369 


NEWTON CORNER Share 
meals and chores in friendly N/S 
co-op. Sunny room in renov. 
Victorian w/garden, w/d, d/w. On 
bus line,parking. No more pets 
$450(includes utulities) Sec dep 
req 

617-527-3477 


Save 5% on Every Utility 
in Your Home 


1.888.483.3600 


ad 


NEWTON HIGHLANDS: Room 

avail in 11 rm hse. Nr T, evything 

included for $420. Pkg avil, W/D, 

yn. prch & deck. N/S/Pets 
vail now. 617-332-6524 


QUINCY: 26+ to shr 3BR, quiet, 
N/S, environmental home, no 
pets, nr T. $350+. 617-472-0799 


ROSLINDALE VILLAGE: Resp 
M/F to shr 3 BR, 1.5 BA hse 
Quiet street. T, Comm rail, pkg 
W/D. Avail ASAP. $475 + utils 
617-469-2358 


SOMERVILLE: F seeks 2F for 
3bdrm nr davis, porter. hv 1 cat, 
hardfirs, onstrtpark $400+. Avi 
Dec 1 + Jan 1. Call Mandy: 617- 
776-6064 


SOMERVILLE/Ten Hills:3M 
skng M/F to shre 4bdrm 2ba 
2firs waterfront hse, on st prkng, 
no pets, 10 min wik to T(orange 
line) $350/mo + utils 617-776- 
8854 


SOUTH END 
Prof GM 53 sks M rmmte for 
2BDRM apt overlooking fntn in 
Worcester Square high cings 
mdrn_kit/bath += $575/mo(incl 
ht)+scrty and fee call Frank 617- 
247-2711 


WALTHAM: Prof F 45 sks ma- 
ture N/S PROF F to share home 
Near T, 128, Bus. W/D, pkg 
$600+ Ref+Dep avail 1/1 781- 
891-6261 


WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING 
for someone with a good sense 
of humor, someone with a great 
personality, or just someone with 
a dependable car, when you 
place a Guaranteed 
Housemates ad in The Phoenix 
Classifieds, you'll find a house- 
mate you're sure to get along 
with. Guaranteed. Call 617-859- 
3300 today. 


EOMRANTEDD 
SUBLETS 


BOSTON/BROOKLINE:Beacon 
St, btful 1bdrm in brownstone 
furn/unfurn, hrdwd firs, deck 
frpice, avail Jan 15 or Feb 1 - 
August 31 $1225 w/H/HW in- 
cluded call 617-823-0082 


BOSTON: Sunny, spacious 1BR 
apt avail, perfect for 2 people. Nr 
D, E line & 39 bus. Laundry in 
apt, pkg avail. $915/mo, ht & 
H20 incl. 617-277-4371 


JP SUBLET: 2BR of 3BR apt 
avail 3/1-6/1. Sunny, near For- 
rest Hills T/39 $425 each + utils 
N/S or Pets. Call 522-7745 


Use the Phoenix 
Guarantee to sublet your 
place this year. Simply place 

an ad in the Guaranteed 
Sublets section and we'll run 
it for as long as you need it 
It's so easy, and a 4-line ad 
is only $79. Call the Phoenix 
Classifieds for more details. 


617-859-3300. 


WATERTOWN: seeking 30+ 
prof for 1BR of 4BR duplex avi 
1/1-3/7. Near T $400/mo or part 
time negotiable. 617-924-0291 


BOSTON 
NO FEE APTS 
All sizes 
All prices 


Visit www.nofeeapts.com 


617-975-0003 


Owners Advertise Free 


CHELSEA; Sunny 1Bdrm, Wik 
to T. No pets, no smoking. 
$700+ 617-889-4122 


JP; 2BDRM/2 Bath, Dng, Lvg 
Rms, EIK, Hdwd firs. Nr 
N/S/pets. 1st & Sec. $1575+ 
Ana 617-983-4927 


NO FEE. eNOS FEE... 


Newly renovated 3BDR in Teele 
Sq., 10 min walk from Davis Sq 
(Red line) HDW floors, LR, DR 
with built-in, all tile BR, LGE eat 
in kitchen with lenty of cabinets 
and storage. This is a ist FLR 
apartment with a yard, porches, 
and plenty of off street parking 
$2,000 a month/iast 
month/security deposit. Lease 
pg ye Available January 1 
5, 2000. Contact 


"pul 8 oe oer 


NORTON: All new spacious 
5RM/2BR in country setting 
close to 495/95. No pets 
$1150/mo. 1st, last, sec depot 
508-285-5004 


Mature, Prof F sks 1bdr or Stu- 
dio Apt $650/ess 1/1 or Now 
Resp. Clean, no pets $100 RE- 
WARD (617) 776-4822 


Seeking Apt/Rmmte 
22 M Student seeks roommate 
situation, clean, smoking ok pre 
fer to live near T $350-$450 incl 
utils Call (781)317-0857 


COMMERCIAL 
SPACE 


Chiropractic Office 
seeks to rent space to 
Acupuncturist and/or Massage 


Therapist. Waltham, beautiful 
facility. 781-647-5550 


ROUSE Fon 
SALE 


1840 Lightning Splitter. New 
heat, plumb, & elec. Smoke 
alarm, 1st floor; foyer, liv room, 
din room, 1/2 bath. Second floor; 
cath ceil, skylights, bath, bed, 
and liv room, fireplace, and bal- 
cony. Basement inlaw apt. Yard; 
20x20 deck, hot tub, patio, and 
prkng. $125,000. Call 401-831- 
2998 


Soo 


RENTALS 


ESCAPE 
ATTN: Lovers/Artists 
2 secluded old cape cottages on 
the Bay. Private estate. N. Truro, 
minutes to P-Town. Wks and 
Wkends. Janet 
508-487-1857 





usic, Theatre & Arts 


age 
To place your own Gigs ad cail 
(617)859-3300 


$5000 REWARD 
MAJOR VOICE 
SEEKS BAND 
no joke, absolutely real. hook me 
up w/the band or guitarist | need 
to revive rock and roll(not 
whiny post-nirvana “modern 
rock”) and i'll hand you $5K cash 
at our first club gig. i'll put it in 
writing. who wants to reignite the 
black roots (r.johnson, muddy, 
chuck)? jam off the white disci- 
ples (stones, zeppelin, aero- 
smith) and create rock and 
roll for the new millenium? tell a 
friend (boston, new york, seattle, 
L.A.) and be a footnote on VH-1 
in 10 years. brian eden 617-629- 
2906 


“BASS WANTED* 


Sophisticated quirky, passion- 
ate, creative bass/vox with prog- 
ear and openears to join Nashua 
rock band Black Taxi. Jared 603- 
465-2188 


*CANINE* 
*SEEKS* 
*DRUMMER* 


Boston based band Canine 
seeks replacement for long-time 
drummer. Have MANY gigs, CD, 
tons of airplay, label interest, 
management, press, van, space, 
momentum, and tons of energy. 
Must be versatile and experi- 
enced in Latin, funk, rock, hard 
rock, world music, jazz, etc. Only 
experienced players with chops, 
please. Big commitment a must 
Vocals strongly encouraged 
This is not a paying sub gig, but 
a REAL BAND 
Call Dan 
617-779-0068 
or call Fil 
617-846-4927 


www.canine-music.com 


A BAND SEEKS 
Mgmt to represent a band with a 
vision. Azurtech is currently sup- 
porting their debut wishes to 
take it to the next level. To learn 
more visit us online at www.trust- 
theprocess.com, A & R page 
Contact Joe or Marco 617-248- 
1983 


AAA BAND 
Voc/guit/songwriter looking for 
guit/bass/drms to collab. in 
songwriting, build an epic band 
and define the future of rock 
music. infl.. U2, Pink Floyd, 
Radiohead, Eno - Pauli (617) 
789-4580 


HOT TAMALE 
BRASS BAND 


Is holding informal auditions 
every Sunday 3-5 PM at the 
Green St. Grill/AKA Charlie's Tap 
on 280 Green St, Cambridge, 
MA. Dirty Dozen, Rebirth, Soul 
Rebels, etc. Great Part time $$ & 
exposure. Call for info Mickey 
Bones 617-864-4474 


AAAAHHHHRRG!! 
What's that sound? It's me! 31 Yr 
old, S. Shore gtrst (little exp, 
mny hrs of hard rock origis) 
Vanishing quickly! More! Call! 
Hurry! 781-925-2116 


ABLE BASSIST 
FOR HIRE 
Groove-grabber/pulse-pumper 
Playing from the center of the 
music and from the heart of the 
song. Can sing, too 
508-785-3009 


ATTN BASS & 
LEAD SINGER 
Wntd by singer/gtr & drums for 
orig. proj. Have songs and 
space. Fred 508-230-8680 and 

Jon 781-837-0298 


ATTN: BANDS 
AND SOLOISTS 


Press agent known throughout 
industry for talent development, 
to set up special press related 
bookings for recording compa- 
nies seeking new acts. Services 
include PR, press releases, 
copy writing and qualified intro- 
ductions. 

Crusade Records 
781-235-3354 


BAND FORMING 
2 F guit/singer/writers/drummer 
sk bass player for orig 
rock/pop/alt quirky fun music 
ages 28-33. Dependable & calm 
people. 978-772-5932 


BAND WANTED 
Singer/Gtr. sks to join/form orig 
band. Into Replacements, 
Beatles, Stones, Weezer. Jerry 
978-921-4327 


BAND WANTED 
Kieth Richard's Style 
guitarist/sngwrter sks vox, Id gtr, 
bass & drms to cmplte orig 
band. Pref 20's. Cissc infil: The 
Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, 
The Doors, Bowie, The Clash 
Mdrn infil Oasis, INXS, 
Radiohead, U2, Catherine 
Wheel. Serious inquires only 
please Tommy (617)740-9716 


BASS & DRUMS 
Wanted for P/T orig collab. | am 
vox/guit/writer. You have day job 
life & chops. Play weekly 
www.mp3.com/basement 


BASS & DRUMS 
Wanted for acoustic five piece 
Exp Bass needed and drummer 
must to have SOLID rhythm! No 
beginners. Please call (781) 
376-9854 or e-mail to 
shawn.twain @ bigfoot.com 


BASS & GUITAR 


Est. orig. blues-based rock band 
w/gigs, press, sponsors, fans 
seek exp Guitar and Bass to 
support 2nd CD release and 
beyond. Voc. a big plus. 

Call Mike (978) 454-9828 or 
Adam (978) 532-5008 


BASS AND DRUMS 
Needed for funky, modern rock 
band on Boston indy. Into Jimi 
Ani D, Korn, & Police. Rob 
401-274-9298. 


BASS NEEDED 
Female Bass Player for orig ini 
tiative. Rhrsi 1/week, shows 1- 
2/month. Soundslike: Beatles, 
Mathew Sweet, Radio Head 
Call 781-316-1905 


BASS NEEDED 
Wrkng Natick based Blues/R+B 
band sks Bass Plyr. R. Charles, 
G. Allman, R. Ford, S.R.V. Call 
before 7pm 508-653-0259 


BASS PLAYER 
NEEDED 
with killer chops and vocals for 


groove, rock band with Record 
Deal! 617-328-6939 


BASS PLAYER & 
KEYBOARDIST 
Needed for working, Top 40 
orig, funk band. Must have trans, 
equip, able to travel. Serious 
inquiries only. Call 617-522-7573 

or 617-822-2866 


BASS PLAYER 
WANTED NOW!!! 
Est Boston hard/heavy rock 
band sks pro bass player w/seri- 
ous skills, groove & chops. Must 
have pro gear, attitude & work 
ethic. Do not waste our time, if 
you lack in any of these areas 
Stage perf a must. Under 30. Infi 
incl: Helmet, 7 Dust, Chili 


Peppers. Call Andrew 
781-891-5999 


BASS PLAYER 
Rock, Country, & Blues seeks 
working band only. Have truck 
will travel. Call 
Lorry (603) 886-3209. 


BASS PLAYER 
Seeks est steady gigging band, 
original$, and/or covers. Strong 
harmonies, some leads. Boston 
welcome. Prof. Serious inquiries 
only. Marc 978-343-2447 


BASS PLAYER WNTD 
Draw The Line(The Official 
Aerosmith Tribute)sks bass plyr 
w/comtmnt and tourng avalabili- 
ty consistant paying gigs, must 
have pro gear and attitude, for 
more info call 781-749-2522 ask 
for Tricia 


BASS PLAYER 
WANTED 
Guitarist and drummer sks bass 
player. infil: Jeff Beck, Eric 
Clapton, Jimi Hendrix. Have 


rehearsal space. Ted 978-281- 
4475 or Jeff 781-598-1999 


posse tee eee -- 


PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED LINE AD... 


By Phone: 
By Fax: 


By Mail: 


By Stopping By: 
NOW AVAILABLE! PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD ONLINE! 


By Internet: At www.bostonphoenix.com 


COMPOSE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD Copy: 4 Lines (minimum) ¢ 24 Characters Per Line (includes spaces and punctuation) 


Category: 


BASS PRO 
Bass Player from NYC, new in 
town, seeks working band 
Chops, reads, A1 equip, pro atti 
tude, ability, transportation 
Consider ANY inquiry. Dave 
(617) 975-3724 


BASS SEEKS: 
Yoakam, Isaak, Mavericks 
Jayhawks, Wilco, Steaks 
Crowes. Chris @ 508-420- 
7422/0717 or 
jedizippy @ aol.com 


BASS WANTED 
—— ska/reggae/soul band 
seeks Bass. Have you got the 
love? Call Jeff 781-340-5415 


BASS/OTHER 
BASS & OTHERS WANTED 4 
experimental band with rock 
roots. Think Sonic Youth, John 
Cage, Bob Dylan, The Fall, 
Tortoise. Avant-Garage, Rick 
617-492-7563 


BASS? GUITAR? 
Local alt.rock.roots.pop w/CD 
needs a new bass and another 
guitar to open the sound. Call for 
musical comparisons. 617-497- 
5975 


BASS? YES! 
Popular Boston Band with CD 
air play, good gigs, seeks a 
bassist. Our influences: P-funk 
to Dave Matthews. If you're a 
fast learner, want room to stretch 
and contribute songs & ideas 
call 617-625-3507 


oA NEDERSO 


releasing 2nd CD. Infl: John 
Hiatt, Los Lobos, Morphine, Tom 
Waits. 617-699-6302 


BASSIST NEEDED 
Bassist needed for orig pop/rock 
w/CD. Free practice space. 978- 
470-7442. 


BASSIST NEEDED 
Rock band w/ great melodies 
needs bassist. We've got label 
interest & Billboard Magazine 
called us “one of the best 
unsigned bands in the country.” 
Pro attitude a must. Composition 
skills a plus. Serious only. Call 
Dan 617-242-0616 


BASSIST SEEKS 
Exp bass Iks to join/form rock 
cov band to do songs by Crue 
Kiss, Skid Rowe, AC/DC 
Zepplin, plus orig. Must be seri- 
ous. Rick 617-248-8660 


BASSIST w/vocals seeks 
working G.B. Band, studio work 
L.A. session Vet, Berklee Grad 
studied w/Charlie Binacos 

call 617-776-4239. 


BASSIST WANTED 
For Serious song oriented 
melodic Rock trio prefer age 22- 
34 vocals a +, 617-277-6670 or 
masscult.com 


BASSIST WANTED 
Established, original band 
Satellite” has reh space, CD. 
gigs Infl: U2, REM, The Smiths 
all Shayne 508-435-4657 or 
Pat 508-541-8728 


BIG ASS BASS 
needed for funky heavy rocky 
orig club band. All ages/colors 
welcomed. Bowie to Cash...Elvis 
to Rage... Call 508-238-8676 
(Jerry) 


Blues Is A Big Deal 
| am a guitar player needing 
bass/F vox/drums/keys to play in 
ablues/R&B band. Calis 
for blues/R&B only please 
Expect nothing. Steve 
617-389-7322 


BLUES VOCALIST 
Exceptional Biues Vocalist need- 
ed for experienced, working 
blues band. SRV, KWS influ- 
ences. Harp a plus. Call 508- 
695-8177 


CLASSIC ROCK 
| am a Drummer, backup vocal- 
ist skng payed working weeknd 
cover gigs. 60's to 70's era. Call 
781-925-4492 lv mes 


CO-WRITER NEEDED 
Lyricist looking for a 
guitarist/arranger to put music to 
words. Call 508-414-6162 leave 
message 


COVER BANDS 
Best in America! Nik & The Nice 
Guys, Fever-Wrath of Polyester 
The Shag-adelics. Bookings call 
716-244-0331 


Dark textural band seeks F vo- 
calist with ¢clectic influences 
talent, creativity, and dedication 
Call Jon 617-666-9849 or Marc 
781-643-2628 


DEATH METAL 
S.Shore Project seeks Guitars 
Singer: Have job, talent, equip 
trans, looks. Infl. Nile, Venom 
Possessed, Vader, etc. Seth 
617-787-0255 or Brandon 781- 
682-9617 


DJ WANTED 
Prof dj company seeks 
dj/karaoke applicants w/ valid 
drivers lic. and van. Will train 
provide equipment and gigs. Teri 
508-880-2004 


DRUM/KEY/ 
TRUMPET 


DRUMS,KEYS, TRUMPET wntd 
for 60's style orig rock. Gigs TT. 
Middle East, etc 

John Elder 978-453-3512 


DRUMMER & BASSIST 
NEEDED 


Guitar/singer looking for a drum- 
mer & bassist to accompany 
original material that consists of 
a heavy rhythmic acoustic style 
Own equipment & transportation 
a must. Play out in the Boston 
area. Aaron 617-787-9635 


DRUMMER & BASS 

Drummer w/chops +Bass player 
trans. needed for gigging club 
band. Boston area STP, 
Dishwalla No Doubt 
Pretenders. Some orig, CD 
boston1020 @ aol.com 
617-859-0497 


“* 
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To place an ad call Phoenix Classifieds at 617-859-3300 
To place a display ad call 617-859-3227 


DRUMMER 
AVAILABLE 


Pro drummer seeks working GB 
band or other pro musicians to 
form one. Professionalism and 
love of money a must... | have 
equipment, chops, practice 
space, and contacts. Please call 
Chris: 617-464-1072 
Leave message 


DRUMMER FOR YOU 
Tired of — for a solid, musi 
cal drummer for that upcoming 
gig, tour, or studio project? I'm a 
pro w/12 + yrs exper, gear, trans 
& great rates. Call Fernando 

617-547-7349 
Email: fdrum @ hotmail.com 
www. shavelibrarian.com/fdrum 


DRUMMER IS... 
Seeking band! Serious chops 
acoustic oriented rock/funk, orig- 
inals/covers. Randy (978)534 
2932 


DRUMMER 
NEEDED 


Boston based band seeks 
replacement for long-time drum- 
mer. Have MANY gigs, CD, tons 
of airplay, label interest, man- 
agement, press, van, space 
momentum, and tons of energy 
Must be versatile and experi- 
enced in Latin, funk, rock, hard 
rock, world music, jazz, etc. Only 
experienced players with chops, 
please. Big commitment a must 
Vocals strongly encouraged 
This is not a paying sub gig, but 
a REAL BAND 

Call Dan 

617-779-0068 
or call Fil 


617-846-4927 


DRUMMER 
Needed for orig pop rock band 
infl: Seal, U2, Marvin Gay, Don 
Henley. Have airplay & CD ready 
for release, need players w 
chops & commit for prof act 
Back vox, big plus! Check out 
o. sce bh 8 2 
www.drewambrose.com. Call @ 
781-828-6780 


DRUMMER NEEDED 
For punk band. Infl: Black Flag 
Clash, Sex Pistols. Must be tight 
and fast. We have jamspot & 
want to do CD. Call Tim 
781-986-5799 


Drummer 
Orig hard rock band in the style 
of STP, Sndgrdn, Foo Fighters 
sks bass/drummer  w/solid 
groove, desire, and commit. Vox 
and prev band exp a+ 

Kris 617-267-9627 


Drummer seeks cover band 
Have equip. and travel. 90's al- 
ternative, 80’s retro, 70's clas 
sics. Infl : Nirvana, Crowes, LZ 
VH, Stones, STP, Live, PJ. Call 
Rob 781-395-6918 


DRUMMER 
Smart, crisp, musical drummer 
needed for orig band. We like 
Police, Bowie, ‘mats, Shudder 
We're serious, you be too. 617- 
666-8438 


DRUMMER 
W/compositional ideas, into 
British classic rock (P.F., ELP, 
Yes). Skg other musicians to 
develop unique, modern sound 
Jazz & classical infi. weicome 
Cail Chris 
(781)891-9700 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


For Boston alt-power-pop band 
Major Major. Luna, Bell & 
Sebastian, Elevator Drops 
Good attitude/commitment only 


617-975-3905 
DRUMMER WANTED 


Energetic hard hitting drummer 
wanted for guitar driven electro 
band http://www.accessver- 
mont.com/cac/band.htm. Email 
kiddicon @flash.net. Paul 
617-782-2009 


DRUMMER WNTED 
For far out indie mod soul 
Spacerock FlamingLips 
StereoLab, Eno, Can Byrds 
Quasi. Call Chris 


617-625-5650 
DRUMMER WTD 


Dedicated/commited for estab 
original HEAVY rock 
Boston/Worc. based band 
Music compared to 
HELMET/KORN/TOOL 
Rehearse in Framingham 3+ 
times/week/$75 mo 
CD/Website. Call 508/879-4635 
or email 
ca @ControlledAggression.com 


DRUMMER WTD 
Drummer wtd for americana rock 
bnd. Regular gigs, recording 
Son Volt, Neil Young, etc. Call 
John (617) 971-9883 or 
magee @ alum.mit.edu 


DRUMMER, finesse, versa- 
tile, musical, Jazz, Rock, Funk 
Top 40, 8 yrs travel exp. Many 
recordings. Avail now. 617-661- 
4931 


DRUMMER/PERCUSS 
Looking for working situation 
weddings, studio, gb, etc. Want 
to form percuss ensemble and 


orig proj band 
Jetf 978-741-5662 


PERCUSSIONIST 


Familiarity with electron 
Percussion helpful, wanted for 
dark melodic noise Pop band 
781-289-0670 


DRUMMERS 
Drummer needed for tasteful 
yet powerful rock band. Mostly 
original music. Please call Matt 
at 978-567-9961 


DRUMS AND BASS 
NEEDED 


Boston area vocalist and gui- 
tarist looking for drummer and 
bassist. All original music. We 
have experience and CD demo 
Into Helmet, Tool, Rage 
Sevendust, Deftones Contact 
Terry at (617)244-1152 or Erik at 
(617)964-0761 


DRUMS 
Gulliver Foyle sks drmr. Have 
demo, studio, gigs. For info 
check www.gulliverfoyle.com 
Call Eric@617-855-8233 or 
Jeff @617-783-9892 


DRUMS NEEDED 

Alt country honkytonk/lowcntry 
bnd sks drms. Willing and able to 
play stripped-down kit/brushes 
at small venues when nec. Less- 
is-more attde. Alt pop infl a+ 
617-924-1905 
kip_mecioud @ yahoo.com 


DRUMS WANTED 
N Shore orig/alt/pop band look- 
ing for drums to complete 5 
piece. Infl: Buff Tom, Elvs Cost. 
Btr thn Ezra. Call 978-977-9947 


DRUMS&KEYS 
Wntd for working blues/R&B 
band, exp prof gd equip, vox a+ 
infl Allmans, SRV, Clapton, B 
King, FR Ford. Call Chris 
(781)592-5882 


DYNAMIC RAND 
SEEKS DRUMMER 
Melodic 3-piece, NOT ska, goth 
hardcore, indie, classic rock, or 
whatever, and NOT blues, needs 
new drummer. Stylistically, the 
Noise called us “rhythmic rock 
w/nice dynamic changes” in 
recent, live review. Played vari 
ous Boston/Cambridge clubs 
Ambitious/driven, but not preten- 
tious. Must be 20-32 and have 
some (club) experience. Call 
Dave 617-739-5376, e-mail 
s.v.brown @ excite.com 


ELECTRIC BASS 
Groove player, exp w/ most 
styles, w/ strength in blues, rock 
& R&B. Avail for sessions, sit-ins 
& tours. All sits considered. Tom 
603-692-3553 


EXP DRUMMER 
W/REHERSAL 
SPACE 


Seeking exp musicians interest- 
ed in 50’s, 60's & 70's Rock & 
Roll only. Call Paul 781-942- 
1188 or 
617-785-2787 pgr/v-mail 


F.O.1.L 


Looking for female players 
influences: War, Sly & Family 
stone,Beck, Bowie, Prince.For 
Funky orig.band 


617-868-6329 


FAT BOY 
Wants 2nd gtr. Us: CD & gigs 
You: skill/gear/drive/time/sense 
of humor/play for songs not for 
self 388-4114 or 
fatboymusic.com 


FEM VOX OR GTR/VOX 
wanted for top 40, classic soul 
MIDI act. $80./Night 
603-770-5785 


FEMALE B-VOX 
All Orig. female-fronted rock 
band sks _attractive/spirited 
soprano. Kate Bush/McLachlan- 
esque vox. Prac. 3x/wk. E-mail 
Kyra kyralucas@juno.com 781- 
251-9541 


lente late t nda lelenlente tenant lertianienenlanlententn 


617.859.3300 / 617.859.3207 / 671.859.3260 


617.425.2670 
PHOENIX CLASSIFIEDS 328 Newbury St., Boston, MA 02115 


The office is at ground level at 328 Newbury Street (Between Mass Ave & Hereford St) 
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* YOU MUST CALL 617.859.3300 EVERY 4 WEEKS TO 
RENEW YOUR AD (EVERY 3 MONTHS FOR GIGS AD) 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION We cannot print your advertisement without it. 


_Address_ 





Name 





City/State/Zip Eada " 
To place an ad using MasterCard, VISA or American Express, please fill out this section: 





QMC OVISA OAMEX Exp. Date ..__—s«- Signature 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING POLICIES - THE GUARANTEE®*: (HERE”S THE RULES) 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT OR EDIT ANY ADVERTISEMENT. Purchase a non-commercial advertisement for one week in advance and we will keep running the same ad free. You must call 617.859.3300 every 
four weeks to renew your ad up to one year from original date of insertion (We told you it was simple). Guaranteed categories are noted by a “G". Copy regulations: The forwarding of an ad is construed as an acceptance of all the rates and con 
ditions under which advertising space is at the time sold by the Phoenix. The Boston Phoenix reserves the right to revise copy containing objectionable! phrases (use your imagination); to reject in its sole discretion, any advertisement on account 
of its text or illustrations; to determine correct category placement. (Why? Because we said so.) There is a one month minimum on all Commercial Real Estate ads. Cancellations and changes: non-guaranteed Advertisements: There are no 
refunds for cancelled ads. Advertising space credit will be issued for ads cancelled before 12 noon on Mondays. Changes in Advertisements will be accepted until 12 noon Mondays. Guaranteed advertisements: There are no retunds or copy 
changes accepted on a guaranteed advertisement. Claims for errors and omissions: The Boston Phoenix accepts no liability for its failures, for any reason, to print an advertisement and shail be under no liability whatsoever for any error for which 
it may be responsible beyond liability to give the advertiser credit for so much of the linage occupied by the advertisement as is materially affected by the error, provided that the Phoenix is notified by the advertiser of such error in an advertise 


ment within seven days of publication. (Now go back and read that sentence aloud in one breath.) 
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Music, Theatre & Arts 


GUARANTEED 
GIGS 
CONTINUED 


FEMALE SINGER 
WANTED 
Exp F singer wanted by Prog 
rig rock band. Must be ateatie 


and exhibit strong stage pres 
ice. Call 617-865-2576 


FEMALE 
SINGER/SONGWRITER 
Ex-Killing Julie lead singer look 

} for new band to take it to the 
ext level. kiljul@ aol.com 
FEMALE VOCALIST 
WANTED 
r/wrkng on 2nd CD f 
Infl Bjork/Portishd 
nly. Send demo to J88 


) Belmont ST. Watertown, MA 


FEMALE VOCAL 
hore gb band with gigs s 
vox for w 

orp. Need al 
as 781-826-8930 


FEMALE VOCALIST 
AVAIL. 


Prof reliable/attractive/mat 
ft rock/pop/blues. Ext 
erforming & recorair 


Sharman 617-524-2061 


FEMALE VOCALIST 
Needed for orig pop rock band 
Infl: Seal, U2, Marvin Gay, Don 
+ ley. Have airplay & CD 
eady for release, need players 

hops & commit for prof act 
or Keys Big Pius 


website 


Back vox. Gtr 
Check out 
www.drewambrose.com. Call @ 
781-828-6780 


FEMALE VOCALIST 
9 established, original rock 
ndie label deal & major 
nt. EP release, full-length 
be released. Lkng for 
Jynamic performer w/pro atti- 
tude who is also a lyricist 
Rythym guitar a +. Contact 617 
782-6844 or 781-279-4515 or 
email femvoc@hotmail.com 
Send press kit or demo to 
FemVoc P.O. Box 1258, Boston 

MA 02117 


FEMALE VOX NEEDED 
for orig&cov. bnd.Acoustic 
based trio. Open tuning 
gtr.w/elc/acoust bass, drms 
Studio, booking, Ibl connections 
617-983-3459 


FIDDLE/PEDAL STEEL 
fiddie/pedal steel/mandolin/gtr 
player looking for work. Call 
781-331-4369 


FolkARISH/Pop 
Exp.bass Player sks. Female 
singer/songwriter or Female 
Fronted group. S.McLachian 
October Project,Leahy 

Solas, Eileen Ivers 

Dave 617-232-6634 


FORMATION WANTED 
Est. guitar, vox, songwriter wish- 
es reform a newer project w/ est 
second lead guit, bass, double 
bass, drummer, needed for a 
areer oriented, all original loud 
er, newer breed of heavy doom 
progressive metai touring CD 
abe! projects with heavier gui 
tars. Monster edge riff with lower 
end, more driven, bleaker, drea 
rier, be original, have original 
nusic. Needs collaboration 
Seeks demo, recording for labe 
ubmission. Wants to shr e ) 
rent expenses w/ each other 
Have long hair and image 
Needs visuals to back up. Must 
committed, dedicated 

us at making success hap 

n. Call Bruce 508-831-0591 


Former archives guitarist seeks 
working blues, R&B or swing 
band. Call 401-647-5094 

After 7:00pm 


Basist seeks any and ail musi 
cians/vox/rappers.. No Kidd 
Rock, no MMW. Don't waste my 
time, real funk only. Call Joe 
617-479-7250 


GET. YOUR HL OCAL CD 
D AT THE PROVI- 
DENCE PHOENIX LIS- 
TENING POST 
The Providence Phoenix 

Listening Post, in Your Ear 
Records in Providence and The 

Music Box in Newport is a 
monthly program that can get 
your sound out to F YOUR. 

D 


Unlike traditional listening 
posts, The Providence Listening 
Post allows the music shopper 
to see and handie your CD 
directly. It is an inexpensive 
way to cross-promote your 
band and gigs, hype a CD 
release party, and make your 
sound get the same attentior 
the majors receive. To get your 
cal release placed alongside 
the majors call 
Ginny Hall at 401-273- 
6397x2 204 or email 
Cele plo.com 


GETTING READY TO 
RECORD A KILLER 
DEMO? Check out the NEW 
Recording Studios” classifieds 
in Music, Theater & Arts. NOW 


GRATEFUL DEAD 
TRIBUTE BAND 
SEEKS 


Keys and Drums. Call Mike 61 
884-8641 


GUITAR AVAIL 

Want to form or joir 
metal/alt/hardcore band. Have 
some exp. and good ideas. Infi 
inc: Clutch, deftones, Sys of a 
down, RATM, Snot, Ultraspank 
etc.../kng for musicians with the 
desire to make it }: bass 
drums, vox, DJ percussion, or 
whatever, it's all about the 
music. | want people moshing in 
from of us soon! Adam 617-783 
1381 


GUITAR PLAY AVAIL 
From Rods & Cones. Lkg for 
musicians or band. Les Paul 
Boogie Big sound. Boston Area 
Gary 508-378-1354 


GUITARMAEYS WANT- 


THE BUCKNERS seek 2nd gui 
tar or keys. M/F, Vox required 
Rock/pop origs, CD, & freq gigs 
Call Luke 781-396-5439 
www.thebuckners.com 


GUITARIKEYS 
WANTE 

For groovy pop band. Vox a + 
We have keybrds and a space 


Infl: Air, High Llamas, Stereolab 
Komeda. 617-522-5149 


GUTARIKEYS 
WANTE 

For groovy pop band. Vox a + 
We have keybrds and a space 


Infl: Air, High Liamas, Stereolat 
Komeda. 617-522-5149 


Guitar/Vox from Gary and the 
Gang seeks steady or sub gigs 
Soul rock etc 

Mike 781-280-2323 


GUITARIST 
Looking to join or form band 
whc mus s both dynamic 
Serious and moti 
vated, please. Infl include 
Monster Ma 


Call Adam 617 


and intense 


Sabbatt 


_ GUITARIST 


1g to form or 
bluesy 
s 617-765 


GUITARIST 
WNTD(Accoustic) 
For F vox who is interested ir 

n mic night and or orig 
fe) nfl: Sheryi Cr and 
Jewel- for more info 781 


648-0729 
GUTIARIST W/STRONG 
BU VOX 


rock based cov band sks Id 
yuit w/ professionalism, exp, vir 
satility, stage escence, sense 

humor, a pe m to rock 
entertain, is down to earth, seri 
dus inquiries only. South Shore 
781-910-7889 


HEAVY METAL 


Bands send demo to Boston 
based Indie label. All metal wel 
come; Black, Grind, Death 
Thrash, & even Glam 


To 
PO Box 15608, Boston, 
MA, 02215 


HEAVY 
Spiritualized bik metal hard rock 
band needs M or F bass. Deep 
original, fresh, serious & fun 
617-731-1885 


HIPSHAKERS 
Est blues/rock/jam band, w/CD 
& touring plans, sks musicians & 
F vox. Please have wheels. 617- 
964-2583 


HVY METAL BEATLES 

exCaged Heat Id gtr sks 
bass/bkvox & drum/bkvox to 
help form solo project. Must be 
dedicated, reliable, drugfree 
wArans. Understanding of the 
headline a +. Call 617-623-2393 
before 10pm 


INRI RECORDS 
Seeks music for TV, Film, Media 
Development, Distribution, Re- 
arrangement. Send CD/Tape 
“617-549-4674 


Jazz style bassist needed for 
original speed/pop band. Inf 
Steely Dan & Flea 

Kevin 508-533-56 1€ 


Keyboardist for CURIO 
Sequencing guru needed for 
Bo 1-based band on the 
move. We make pretty, slightly 
degenerative, sultry pop rock 
Acclaimed fem lead vox. We 
have great product, marketing 
& big plans. Call (617) 
/ 788 or e-mail michp@ 
mjr.com (see fledgling site @ 
www.curio-online.com) 
KEYS/VOX 4 U 
KEYBOARD PLAYER 
WANTED 
Need motivated player to heip fill 
out band looking for Boston 
gigs. Songwriting, vox a plus 
Infl: Allman Bros, Santana 


Hendrix. Dedham prac spce 
781-329-4417 


KEYBOARD PLAYER 
M or F needed for orig pop rock 
band. Infl: Seal, U2, Marvin Gay 
Don Henley. Have airplay & CD 
ready for release, need players 
w/ chops & commit for prof act 
Back vox, big plus! Check out 
website 
www.drewambrose.com. Cali @ 
781-828-6780 


KEYBOARDIST 
Part time, R & B band seeks 
experienced player. Harmonies 
a plus. Call Ed 781-231-9046 


KEYBRDST WANTED 
Band seeking keys to join orig 
jazz/fusion band. Love for creat- 
ing music & innovation a must 
Misha (617)386-1307 


KEYS NEEDED 
Great opp. for tintd keys to join 
well-estbishd (BMA nominees) 
orgni funk/soul bnd. Good 
soloist, analog gear. A+ gigs 
Sean(617)782-0980 


KEYS OR GUIT W/ VOX 
For 60's to 90's pop/rock cover 
band. Part time (we got day 
jobs/family’s) but pro quality for 
fun and $. Reh wkly Acton 978 
635-1913 


KEYS WANTED 
§ (B3/pi/syn) w/bu vox 4 new 
hits cover band 4 priv 
We're stable vet players 
33+ Milt 617-928-3446 


KYBDS SEEKS 
BAND 


Doubles on guitar, sings b/u 

Experienced Pro lease 

Working Bands Only! 2,3,4Pc 
244-9715 Jimmy 


LEAD GUITARIST 
Available for session/studio 
work. Styles of music; Heavy 
Metal, Alt, Pop rock, Ballads, & 
Blues. Also avail. for lessons 
617-666-6780 


LEAD 
GUITAR PLUS 


Gretch, Tele B-Bender, Lap 
Steel, Mando. Infl: Rock 
Country, Punk, Traditional, Folk 
Altervative, Trip Hop, Psycho 
Billy. 617-964-0259 


LEAD GUITARIST 
WANTED 
Orig. & cover rock, funk & biues 
band. Gig 1-2 nights/wk. Also 
acoustic gigs, vox a +. Must 


have trans. Alan in Conc, MA 
978-369-2370 


LOOKING TO FORM 
ORIGINAL BAND 
Drummer/bassist looking for gui 
tar/guitarists to form band that 
rules Infl Pixies REM 
Counting Crows, Wilco, Billy 
Bragg. We're both 27. E-mail 

John @ jsutich @ yahoo.com 


cROPKING T 

LLABORATE 
veil singer looking for musi- 
cian/arranger to collaborate 
with. Interested in developing 
songs and playing in smail 
clubs? Call Robin 
781-449-6672 


LUNG 11 
Tuneful 60’s underground rock 
w/new material and sound 
needs singer. Prefer educated 
ambitious, artistic. Have space 
jemo, & gear. Call 617-629 
481 & 1-306-12 yr email 


M LD VOC/MC 
M LD Voc/MC sks WKG P 
1 band. 25+ yrs exr 
S great range. dbl 
rc. Have PA Trans. Ken 
21-1936, kpcue@ aol.com 


MALE AND FEMALE 
VOX NEEDED 
or $$$ busy $$$. Party 
witt 


617-363-285 
MALE VOX 


with some 
vox-orie 
for fun. Will 


yt people 


MALE VOX WNTD 
Lead vocal quality Alto or Sopr 
C pop/R&B Top 40 
group with industry connects & 
eyes on the bigtime. Youthful 
Backstreet BoysliMen look is 
mportant. John 617-308-3025 
Serious inquiries lve m 


- MALE VOx WANTED 

t GB/Wedding bnd Must spe 
cialize in Soul/R&b Prefer dbie 
on trumpet/trombone/sax. We 
have an agent + weiwill be mak- 
ing good $. Must be avail. every 
Sat. May-Sept,00. Must have 
good stage pres. Exp. and a 
soulful feel. Contact Michael 
Kelley @ 617-965-9021 


MASTER BLUES 
GUITARIST/ 
FRONTPERSON 
Wanted for est. blues rythm sec 
(Drums, bass & B-3) No. Att 
based Thur.nights, some gigs 
some recordings. Dave 781- 
593-1347. davxkat@earthlink 

net 


METAL/HARDCORE 
DOOM/STONER ROCK 
Send your tapes, CD's for 
review to Hexbender magazine 

O Box 470 
Allston, MA 02134 


MUSIC FIRST 


Percussion/multi-instrument 
needed for original band. Gigs 
recording. Alternative: blues 
country, eclectic 


617-489-5613 
MUSIC PRODUCER 


Seeking female musicians 
bassists, guitarists, drummer. 
and keyboardist to join onginal 
singer/guitarist female. Call Je 
a (cell)401-641 
phone)401-683-5859 


MUSICIAN WANTED 
juitarist/Keyboardist/Vocalist 
needed for orig pop rock band 
Prof musician a must! Call Jeff 
r Marc at(617)328-8327 


MUSICIANS WANTED! 

By recently signed pop band 
Paid, gigs, touring, etc. See post 
at www.massmusician.com and 
e-mail: management @ massmu 
sician,com 


MUSICIANS NEEDED 
for female fronted, rock project 
with electronic edge. Has demo 
reh spce, & rec studio. Needs 
drums, bass, guitar, and keys 
Zack 781-284-2722 


MUSICIANS 
WANTED 
Vox/keys with CD on indie label 
seeks gtr/bass/drums & high 
tenor male vox w/some key abil 
Styles include pop/alt/prog rock 
Send inquiries or tape to 
PO Box 428 


Weymouth, MA 02188 
or call: 781-331-2531 


NEED DRUMMER 
Need drmr for extremely fast 
death metal/grindcore/extremely 
slow doom sludge band. Call 
603-889-8573 or E-mail 
aesone @ hotmail.com 


NEWBORN KINGS SK 
FRONT MAN 

Ready to rec 2nd CD. Mngmnt 

Label Ent. Infl: 7Dust, old GNR 


Jns Addc. Sabbath, Cornell 
Zombie. 617-787-9968 


t complete 


North Shore based band Edable 
Gray seeks replacement for 
long-time drummer. Call Abe & 
Ryan 978-828-3657 
www.edablegray.com 


ORIG BAND SEEKS 
BASS & GUITARIST 
W/bdck vox. We hve orig. CD 
rhrsi spe in Sudbury. Multi-gnre 
music from pop-reggae,siow 
fast Infincs;Sugar 
Ray/Bowie/Phish Skng 
Pos.attitd. Good connctn to 
audience. 978-440-8642 
www.cdbaby.com/steudel 


ORIG BND FRMNG 
21 yr old guits nds org bnd, vox 
drmr, bass, perc, ser ingrs only! 
Intl Zeppelin, | W.Shorter 
Mahavishnu Orch 70's 
Aerosmith, P.Metheny, King 
Crimson (617)623-4339 


ORIGINAL MELODIC 
ROCK 


Fem vox/rhythm guit/sngwtr w 
exp, Ikg to put together all-orig 
band, based on 70's & 80's 
school of solid songwriting 
Early U2, Pretenders, Hendrix 
Aerosmith, Def Lep, Stones, 
SRV. Rock/Blues/Melodic pop 
groove. Regular prac S. of 
Boston. Seek solid drums 
groove bass, id guit for equal 
collaboration Gig/record 
Dedication, not drugs. Mid-20’s 
to mid 30's. Steph 508-746- 
4179 


PARTNER NEEDED 
Female vocalist w/pa + 
club/function gigs seeks partner 
for sequence duo or karaoke dj 
w/vocals + van. Teri 508-880- 
2004 


PIANO TEACHER WTD 
Part-time evengs at a piano stu 
dio in Derry, NH, start in Jan 
Must work well with kids and be 
personable Call 603-425-7575 


PLAYERS NEEDED 
To perform & record orig rock 
Have a good ear & learn from 
tape. Serious & exp. please 
(603)286-4391 


POP/ROCK 
COVER BAND 

Sks Id/rytm gtr 4 fun, eclectic 
band. 50s-70s covers. Stones 
Beaties and one hit wonders 
Good Vox a +. Reg gigs. Sec 
rhrsi spc. Burt 978-369-6868 or 
Ned 781-863-8097 


POWER POP 
Bassist Iks to form power pop 
band. Think Cheap Tk, EZN 
Motley, Dollis, put ‘em all togeth 
er, lets find out! Team plyrs only! 
Mark (617) 539-0181 


PRO BERK GRAD! 
Broadway/Gospel/Jazz/Por 
singer/song stylist seeks work 
ng band ASAP. Cali R.L.W @ 
781-341-5219 

PROF DRUMMER 

NEEDED 
Magazine's best unsigned 
of 98 sks drums for gigs 
Prof geared, & transp. a 


In it for the love of music 
591-9286. Ask for James 


PROJECT 
FORMING 


Serious ex-Sway frontman form 
ng project. Infl; Swervedriver 
Radiohead Aliens Dead 
Presidents. Serious only. No 
over musicians. 20's preferred 
Leave message/voice mail 
617-560-2051 


PURELY BLUES 
Biues Band - need vocals, bass 
& keys. Rehrs 1x week in W 
Bridgewater. Call Bil 10pm 
508-559-0386 


ROCK RHYTHM 
Original guitar duo sks drummer 
and bassist to establish working 
band. Jonathan 508-349-7986 
J.P. 508-222-6969 


SAX NEEDED 
For est GB band. Must play 
some keys, commit for steady 
wknd work. Have car, energy 
exp, & play all styles. Good Gig! 
781-545-6011 


SAX PLAYER W/VOX 
Tenor/alto/soprano plyr sks work 
w/ GB/CLUB band exper. all 
styles of music 
JOHN 978-535-4827 


BRO SIDE MAN 


Very exp, young, gsyang NEC 
grad, sks est band for $$ gigs 
&/or org projects. Can read/write 
music, have plyed GB, R&B, Top 
40, Pop, Jazz, Ska, Reggae, Big 
Band, Rock, Alt. Prefer orig proj- 
ect but will listen to any Offer, inci 
GB & cover bands. Can travel 
have car & equip» Free- 
lance/pick-up gigs ok, but would 
prefer a F/T gig 

Jimi (617)924-3868 lv mess 


SERIOUS GB BAND 
Forming, with video. Nds drms 
(pads pref), quit, bass, all w/ str 
vocs, also nd male & female 
frnts and hrn sect. Talent better 
than exper. 978-433-6188 


SINGA AVAILABUL 
Cranky, washed up prick seek 
ng to join or form cover band 
Punk vs. new wave, bubble 
nge, the dreaded “alterna- 
tive Heroes Townshend 
Costello, Westerberg, Mould 
Tweedy. Skeletal rhythm guitar 
mired mediocre. 617-779-9029 
or bitter_critic@ yahoo.com 


SINGER 
Lead vocalist/bassist seeks to 
join or form band. Alt/exp/comic 
tastes. Call Phil 617-489-4746 


SINGER NEEDED 
High Powered super charged 
rock blues band(infl: Stones 
Hendrix, Pearl Jam, and every- 
one else that kicks ass!)lkng for 
strong willed super charged lead 
vocalist, to help drive this baby 
if you have what it takes sit 
behind the wheel of this high 
powered music machine give us 
a call, for more info and the keys 
call John at 781-937-5590 


SINGER 
Powertul, soulful, belter. Styles 
incl: rock-rocking blues, and 
moody biuesy ballads-ikg for pro 
musicians & songwriters to frm 
or join an orig band w/some cvrs 
also. Call 508-359-4546 


SINGER/SONGWRITER 
Acoustic/electric male 
guitarist/songwriter sks _ similar 
female counterpart for serious 
collaboration, performance and 
recording. Must include accom- 
plished fret work in both stan 
dard/alternate tunings, quality 
voice, strong lyrics and excellent 
sense of melody and harmony 
All original material from sweet 
ballads to rock grooves. Must 
have ability to both give and 
receive inspiration. Charlie 617 
969-9466 


SINGER/SON 
WRITER, BAS 
DRUMS 

Wanted to form a Rolling Stones 
cover band and orginate new 
material. 18-25, must absolutely 
love the Stones and be success 
oriented. Mick Jagger qualities a 
plus. Call Tommy 617-740-9716 


SINGERS AND 
Dancers and muscle boys need 
ed for funky sexy electronica 
dance “band”. Eric (617)347- 
6771 


SKA,SKA,SKA 
Guitarist/vocalist Ikng for drum 
mer, horn & solid bass for high 
ping J ska band. Sublime, Reel 
Big Fish, Pilfers. Call 
617-661-8299 


SOUL MALE 
VOCALIST 
Skng lead frontman for 12 piece 
T.O.P” like band. Serious part 
time profs. in N.H. Gotta love 
Brent Carter. 603-890-2406 


There's no such thing as a guar 
anteed gig. UNLESS it's a 
Guaranteed Gigs Ad in the 
Phoenix. Just place an ad in the 
Gigs Section and, if you say so 
we'll renew it for FREE every 12 
pee until it works." It's that 


mple 


Phoenix Fat ne tieds 
for more details 


617-859-3300 


“up to one year 


TOURING BAND 
Seeks Bass 
Player Original Roots 
Rock/Booked Solid/$$$ Call 
Alex 508-893-8003 


VIOLA/VIOLIN 
to join flute, e, bs. Orig, listen 
able pieces w/musical integrity. 
$20/hr. Tape/note to 
38-11 Ditmars Bivd, #500. 
Astoria, NY 11105 


VOCALIST 

M 22,some exp, c.d, powfl voice 
exc range, serious att. sks rck 
bnd motivated to succeed. Strng 
orgnis a mst. Infincs: Sevendust 
Rage, Tool, Helmet, Danzig 
Faith no More, Chris Comell 
Prtr hvy rck, but will consider 
other orgni prict. 617-244- 
1152.Pis lv msg 


VOCALIST 
NEEDED 


For details Call Jack at 978-475 
8718 


VOCALIST 
Vocalist w/good demo for bnd 
situation. Infl: Isaak, S-Happens 
S-Roses, U2, REM. S-Shore 
781-682-9841 Rob 


VOCALIST WANTED 
for original rock band. Must have 
songwriting experience and 
demo Jon 617-492-6749 
jon_holcombe @ hotmail.com 


VOCALIST 
Wanted for R&B/funk/jazz/rock 
goose Small combo 

xperience a must. Sam 781 
322-8622/ Bill 781-843-4251 


VOCALS AND BASS 
Wanted for heavy progressive 
project, along the lines of Tool 
Dream Theater, Fear Factory 
401-447-1606 or 
938253223 @ aol.com 


VOX AVAIL 
To form 80s cover band 
Eventually career originals. Infl 
Jrny, Queen, Billy Joel, Bon 
Jovi, Warrant, Slaughtr, Lillian 
Axe. No drugs/aicoholics. John 
781-391-7613 


VOX FOR ORIG ROCK 
South Shore band W/Gigs, CD 
Sks Singer. Rythym Gtr a + 
Infls; Live, Alice in Chains 
Floyd, Police. Call Don 
508-384-4166 


WANTED 
Dedicated players 
(organ/piano/bass/drums/vocal) 
to make 21st Century electric 
blues: spacemn3, stooges 
stones, gunclub, cramps, jabx 
Mike (617)625-1687 


WKG ALT/CLSC 
Rock band seeks pro bass + 
lead guitar w/some vox abil. Call 
Ken @ 781-341-2393 / Mark 
508-339-2137 


it 


CLASSES/ 
WORKSHOPS 


ACTORS 
WORKSHOPS 
SINCE 1956. 
BOSTON’S OLD- 
EST AND BEST 
PRO ACTING 
SCHOOL! 
617)423-7313 

DAY CLASSES 
FOR ADULTS. 
PT BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. 
PT CLASSES IN 
TV COMMER- 
CIALS AND FILM. 
SPECIAL TEEN 
CLASSES 
STAND UP COME- 
DY CLASSES 
SELF IMPROVE- 
MENT FOR 
NON-ACTORS 
ALL ACTING 
CLASSES HAVE 
SHOWCASE PUB- 
LIC PERFOR- 
MANCES IN OUR 
FULLY EQUIPPED 
THEATRE 
CALL FOR OUR 
FREE 
BROCHURE! 
Su 423-7313 

YLSTON 
STREET. 
BOSTON’S 
HISTORIC THE- 
ATRE DISTRICT 


THEATRE ZONE 
ACTOR TRAINING 


Join us for the fall student 
showcase! 
Sunday December 12 at 6:00 
Kendall Cafe 
(by the Kendall sq. Movie The 
atre) Cambridge 
Admission is Free! 


617)887-2336 


w.theatrezone.org 


i 


awn TIME 
PRODUCTIONS 
Offers beginning and intermedi- 
ate swing dance 

lessons on Tuesdays in Attleboro 
Falls at the 

Central Congregational Church 
Education Bidg. at 115 Com- 
monwealth Ave. Exit 5 Off Route 
95 


For registration and Info, Call 


401-331-3716 


3/4, 


INSTRUCTION 


DRUM 
LESSONS 


Taught by Robert Kaufman, au- 
thor of “The Art of Drumming.” 
Endorsed by Elvin Jones, Jack 
DeJohnette, & Roy Haynes. In- 
struction for serious students of 
all levels. Improve the quality of 


. ~—.. . . . . 


Call Phoenix Classifieds at 617-859-3300 


your practice time & learn faster. 
Call for more info 


508-478-8954 


MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL ciiechrigye 
P nique. 

Beginners welcome. 


VOICE 
CLASS/LESSONS 


Improve pitch, increase volume, 
expand ay strengthen self- 
confidence. Supportive atmos. 8 
weeks for $120. Also piano 
music reading skills 
Call: 781-324-9183 


s3/ 4. 


50 CD’s $69 


www.cybernotes.com 
1-800-767-7664 


Millennia 
Music 


Do you write lyrics or 
poems? If so, why 
not put them to music? 
Our professional 
staff of composers 
and arrangers can 
make your creations 
come to life 


Call 781 551-6673 


at MillenniaMusic @ Hotmail 


RECORonNG 
STUDIOS 


TINWOLF 
STUDIOS 


24 track digital. Caters to 
ail tt Wm 
20 


www.tinwolf.com 


REEARSAL 


SPACE 


REHEARSAL 
ROOMS 


Near Fenway Park 
starting at $175/month 
Call Tom Monaco at 
781-237-8880 
Ext. 15 


SOMERVILLE; Soundproof 


garage suitable for band prac- 
tice. 15x10. $275. Call John 617- 
625-5442 


sii lt-ialor- m.7 

Backstage 

Rehearsal 
tf, & Hl 


ble Now!!! 
All Sizes All Prices 


Featuring 3 Compiexes 
*Modern Clean, 
Secure Rooms 
*Soundproofed 
Climate Control 
e24hr Access- 

7days a week 

“Surveillance 
Cameras*Card 
Access System 
*Onsite Security 

«Free Parking 

Over 100 Newly Builit 
Rooms 30 Minutes 


North of Boston 


978.291.4324 
978.667.8472 


None 


OPPS. 


ARTIST’S MODEL 


Need female models with pro- 
portionate bodies for drawin: 
private studio right on the 
Line. Experience not necessary. 
$15/hr. Short interview required 
617-787-0851 
Visit my website at 
http://members.aol.com 
searchneye/ 


Talent 
the agency 

New model & talent 
search. M/F all ages for 

IV, film, commercial, 
fashion, & theatrical wk 
Many opportunities For 
evaluation & Free fash- 

ion shoot for models 
Call new faces depart 


at (617) 542-3277 


To place a display ad call 617-859-3227 


MAJOR LABEL QUALITY! 


1,000 CD’S $700! 


WE SPECIALIZE IN RUSH ORDERS! 


- RECORDING. MASTERING 
* CD/ CASSETTE/ VINYL PRESSING 

eee Velismocteliekalel 

- T SHIRTS, STICKERS 

- TRADEMARK SEARCHES 

- BANNERS, POSTERS, PRINTING 

- GRAPHIC DESIGN. WEBSITES 

And More With Major Labe! Quality 


888-691-3150 
212-691-8519 


' 


CALL 
TODAY 


THE MUSIC INDUSTRY RESOURCE CENTER 
VAY VAY Val a lob’s- leat tt ed al —) a ete] aa) 


BRISTOL STUDIOS 


Bands! 


Fast & Cheap Tape & CD Duplication! 


Audio Recording & Production 
617-247-8689 www.bristolstudios.com 


169 Mass. Ave. Boston, MA 02115 


"GUARANTEED? 
Well, yes. All of our ROOM- 
MATE ads come with the 
Phoenix Guarantee. That is, 
we'll keep running your ad 
until you find your perfect 
roommate. Guaranteed. A 4- 
line ad is only $79. Place 
your ad today and, if you say 
so, we gladly renew it for 
FREE he PR 4 weeks! 
nix 
al assif eds. 


617-859-3300 


FEMALE 
SINGER 


Age 27-39 
To mode Album 
of songs of gifted 
Songwriter/Composer. 
Excellent part time income. 


Prefer Housewife, with 
flexible week day 
schedule, passionate 
singing veice, natural, 
wholesome beauty, 
slender/petite figure, 
intelligence-potential as 
solo recording artist if 
Album is a commercial “hit.” 


To be considered for the 
up-coming audition, mail a 
letter describing yourself 
asap. Include a recent full 
length snapshot. 


Deborah Carter, RED! 
153 Buckskin Drive 
Weston, MA. 02493 


| 508-358-4321 
is New England's 
a L ef Artistic Record 
EDI 


www. crosphere.com R 


GOT SOUL? 

High powered orig funk & soul 
band sks ultra-soulful dynamic 
vox for F/T gig. Successful na- 
tional touring act seeking great 
vocal range, an awesome 
stage presence. Double on 
trumpet/flute a +. Press 
kit/tape/photo to Audition PO 
Box 207 Fairfield, CT 06430 


Find someone * 
cool to play wit 


ret se P 

s from 
BLACK 
LABORATORIE 


to look hot int 


And 
threa 


See Ey / 


ee 





Services Directory 


BODY 4 ERNOER 


Just a hobby. Half the price off 
any estimate. $25 service fee for 
out of Providence. Call 
401-861-1468 


insurance case? 


- We advance cash on 
your personal injury 
case. 


OTTAWA FUNDING 
Call today 


(800) 483-4232 


AFFORDABLE 
ADVERTISING 


Reach millions. National. 
Regional. Try It. It works. Call 
now for free information. 
Advertising Network, Inc. 


1-800-458-5580 


TACELER! 
ie LU 

Very sentimental charm bracelet 
lost near Lansdown. Gift from 
11yr gif who died of leukemia 
Only thing | had left. Contact 
Missy 508-248-4823 


Tins 


PAT D CLEANERS 
RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 
Looking for cleaning and janitor- 
ial cleaning contracts 
in the Boston area 
Class A Work. Patrick, 


781 334-3790 


HEADSHOTS 
PUBLICITY 


for acTOHe Banos, 


-Studio & Location 
-Artist Friendly Rates 
-Negatives Included 


1-61 1pe7 2336, 


www.the eererone. .org/| 
hoto/photo.htm 


LEGAL 
PROBLEMS? 
Have Me eyed 


Fallen? = 


call for free consulta- 


tion. 
1-781-395-7678 


MOEs- 
LICENCED 


ABOVE-ALL MOVERS 
The Best & the Cheapest movers 
in town. Licensed and insured 24 
hrs, 7 days. 1-800-631-4440 or 
781-321-7271 


HERE'S HOW TO 
PLACE AN AD IN 
THE PHOENIX 


CLASSIFIEDS: 
CALL (617) 859-3300 
MON-FRI 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Ad Copy Deadlines are 
Tuesday, Noon for Classifieds 
Friday, Noon for Adult Services 
We accept Visa, MasterCard 
American Express, checks, and 
of course, cash. 


Let The Phoenix Classifieds 
work for you. 


(617) 859-3300 


Private 
Mailboxes 
D.L.D., 58 Batterymarch St. 
Boston's original mail drop 
est. in 1971. Can meet your 
needs. Call (617) 423-3543 
to rent a private mailbox 
immediately. 5 min. 
walk from Faneuil Hall/ 
Quincy Market 


BBW Millennium Bash 
Big Beauties & Admirers 

Fri - Dec 31st 99’ 9pm-2am 

Inn at Longwood - Boston 
Overnight Rooms CHEAP! 
www.venusiounge.com/nye 
Also 12/18 in Raynham, MA 
Full Details: (508)841-4040 


CHAT LINE LIVE 
1-900-328-0052 
EXT 7536 


$3.99/min 18+ 
Serv-U 619-645-8434 


CONFESSIONS 
LINE 
1-900-288-0338 


X5536 
$2.99/min. Nt arrty 
SERV-U 619-645-8434 
http://www. 
incredibleproductsmall.com 
catalog2/suite 1880911 or 
www.thecoolpages.com/enter- 
tainment/suite 1880911 


DATE LINE 
1-900-328-2111 
X9828 


$2.99/min 18+ onl 
Serv-U 619-645-84. 


Men Seeking Men 
The Perfect Man is Waiting For 
You!!! 

Free to call! 


718-861-1101 


REFUSE TO 
CHOOSE!!! 


Meet Local Singies From All 
Lifestyles! 
Free Local Call - 
Code 2700 


egy 


718-861-5081 


' PROFESSIONAL 
‘CONNECTIONS 


Delliewe 


VOUr @GIEs 


¢1000's of callers dat 


‘Hey! It's FREE! 
°100% local. 
*1-on-1 conversations. 
What are you waiting for? 


Nightline 


The Nightline Service does not prescreen callers and assumes no responsibilities for personal meetings via our phone service. Must be 18 or over. Toll charges may apply. Optional paid services. Call for details. 


‘camara 
FOR SALE 


| 
DOMESTIC 


1987 BUICK 
SOMERSET 


70K miles. Runs great New tires 
battery $2,500 or B.O. Call 781- 
239-5420 


1990 Chevy Berretta; Good 
cond. Must sell. $1300/or best 
offer. 401-334-1396 


1990 Red Geo Metro. Standard 
109K hgwy miles. Good condi- 
tion. Great gas mileage. Need to 
sell. asap. $1400/or b.o. Cail 
Gary 617-369-0750 


1995 PLYMOUTH 


is miles mune Great! 

work ome cos- 
ne wi Blue, Auto, 
Seal veh Fel Yor all 


"Wear gent offer 
617-859-3310 


1998 Ford Escort ZX2. Red 5 
spd, air, am/fm/cass, tint win, rear 
defst, great cond. 33K m. $7300 
obo. Day 617-349-8709 Eve 617- 
591-8007, Joanne 


86 Dodge Caravan, 78,500mi 
xlent cond (computer checkecd) 
a/c, am/fm. $3300 277-1200 
x404 /451-5240 x132 


88' Jeep Wran “A 6 cyl, exc 
cond, hard and soft top, low 
miles, manual trans. $6k OBO 
781-245-4169 


or sale: 88 Corola SBs $2,000 
our best offer call John 508-675- 
5259 or 508-672-4142 


1970 TRIUMPH TR-6 
1970 Triumph TR-6, convertibie, 
exceptional condition, recent! 
restored, new paint, interior 
tires, burgundy with tan interior. 
$6,500. (401) 274-4688 


1995 ACURA INTEGRA: Special 
edition, hunter green, taupe 
leather, 66.5K miles, 5sp, 2/3 
door, spoiler, CD, power win- 
dow/iks/mnrf, keyless alarm, air- 
bags, ABS, set of 4 snow tires 
mounted on alloys. Blue book 
$13,645, asking $11,400. 508- 
881-2915 


Black Vw GOLF ge 


abicasaudial i on. 


one align. § New tires, 


Mis RieS 
mr. ia excite.com 


Vw ag 
SUPERBEETLE 
Drive a real love bug! Runs great 
baby biue, low rust. Ready to sell 
at $3000 or best offer. 202-387- 

8515 


ST ES SR 
1985 VW CAMPER VAN 
Stove, sink, fridge. Sleeps 4 
New engine, clutch, cv joints 
plus lots more. $6400 

Call 508-877-3806 or 
617-232-7382 


AE TC SE PRET 
Private Collector buying 1900- 
1975 comic books. 1 book/col- 
lections. Immediate cash. Con- 
fidential. 401-861-6163 


IDEAL 1ST COMPUTER 
IBM 386 with 15 inch monitor 
keyboard, mouse, 14.4 modem 
internet ready, windows loaded 
$300 or best offer, 617-868-5198 


FORNTOne 


LE LT A UNE 
All household items for sale 
Sofas, end tables, bookshelf 
queen bed, dressers, pots & 
pans, answering machine, etc 
All excellent condition. 617-277- 
4371 


ALL NEW DINING ROOM SET 
Real solid cherry wood, still 
boxed, double pedastal table, w 
2 leaves, 8 chairs, 4 door glass 
china cabinet/china hutch, un- 
used. Retail $11,000. Sacrifice 
$2,900. 508-965-1301 


DINING TABLE &4 


Work Bench brand, blond, round 
table, extends to oval and can 
seat 6. Never used. Molded plas- 
tic chairs in gelati colors - very 
modern design. $350 781-209- 
1197 


Jany 


SL TEE INO I SS Ee 
ROLEX SUBMARINER: All 
original documents & pack- 
aging. Like new. Call 
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For Sale 


(508)829-7043 for details 


HONDA MAGNA: 1985, in ex- 
cellent condition. 7500 miles 
black, new tires, 500cc. Asking 
$1800. 617-868-0006 


 — 


INSTRUMENTS 
& EQUIPMENT 


Black Guild Electric acoustic, 
$700 or BO. 12 inch JBC Mon- 
itor, excel cond, $300 
Marashal 8280, 2 x 12 inch, 
$600. Korg x 5, like new, $500 
617-983-9429 


DIGITAL PIANO: Technics Digital 
Piano. 88 keys. Very portable 
Over 120 sounds with Roland 
module. Plays thru exterior amp, 
speakers(incl). Stand & seat 
$799. Bill 617-268-5637 


DW DRUM KIT: 3 pc Dw Kit in 
green granite finish ply, looks 
| he and is in exc condition! 

izes 12, 16, 22, some hardware 
$1300 cash firm. Derek 617-787- 
7862 


GRETSCH 1999 
2 tone green, w/OHSC. Fil- 
terTron PU's. Excellent cond 
$1200 or BO. 617-983-5193. Ask 
for Woody. 


OVATION BAL- 
LADEER GUIT 


$550 powder blue/cuttaway 
case, excell cond 
978-461-2189 


ee 


AKC BEAGLE PUPPIES 
Ready for x-mas, Males & Fe- 
males. $400. 508-230-7873 


Excellent piece of excercise 
equipment. Tunturi E603 Air- 
cycle combines efficient upper 
and lower body workouts for ex- 
cellent aerobic, muscular and 
cardiovascular benefits. The 
tunturi electronics module calcu- 
lates number of miles per hour. 
distance traveled, and calories 
expended. Aircycle is assem- 
bled and owners manuel is avail- 
able. Aircycle selling for 
$250.00. Call Wanda Camacho- 
Maron @ 617-739-1188 


ts 


FAI ER TICKETS 


jajor Events 


Sports, Concerts, etc... 
“ 1 Bee soe B086 
Lic. Broker 


TICKETS for J.Geils Band, Brit 
tany Spears, Cher, TLC 
w/Christina Aguilera, Harry Con- 
nick Jr., CSNY, Beck, and all oth- 
ers 

617-730-5716 


i). : 


CARIBBEAN/MEXICO, 

r 

Central America $199 
EUROPE $169 O/W , 


other World wide destinations 
cheap 
a Lm ah on line 


Nye oS 680" 


7ST Fisher Plow; $300 or best 
offer. 401-334-1396 


BASS&DRUMS 
full set $500 Beg Model $70 
Chris:617-786-9470 


BOAT FOR SALE 


1986 22’ Renken. Good condi- 
tion. Runs great 
230 hp V/O. Will demo. $3200 


Cc fter 50m 
“a 2"(508)548-4018 


HERE'S HOW TO 
PLACE AN AD IN 
THE <i 


CLA EDS 
CALL ei? ) 859-3300 
MON-FRI 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Ad Copy Deadlines are 


Tuesday, Noon for Classifieds 
Friday, Noon for Adult Services 


We accept Visa, MasterCard 
American Express, checks, and 
of course, cash 
Let The Phoenix Classifieds 
work for you. 


(617) 859-3300 
STEVE’S FIREWOOD 


Vermont kiln dried hardwood, de- 
livered and stacked, kindling 
available. No amount too small 
Call anytime 781-388-3956 


Y2K SAIL BVI 
Sail with us on 43’ from Tortola 
BVI lessons. Experienced local 
captain knows where and how to 
PARTY! Cabin $150/pp/day 
Salon #100/pp/day. Different de- 
parture dates OK. 321-676-5029 


‘To place a 
line ad, 
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1) 


PENIS/NIPPLE 


ENLARGEMENT 


§UA Brel Vacuum 
Pump/Sur ca Enlarge- 


Gain 1 to 3 inches. 
Permanent, safe. En- 
nance erection. 
Free, brochures, 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 
312-409-4030. Latest 
surgical 
enlargement info call: 
1-900- -976-PUMP 
$2.95/min) 
www.drjoelkaplan.com 


Tye 


COUNSELING 


PEQUOD - 1970" Ss 
Call 617-524-2344 


fine 


BODYWORK 
rr eae 


Total body massage + = < 
you are looking for nothing less 
than the best, call me 7 days. 
9AM - 11PM 
Rob 978-352-6890 
Massage Connection 


BeautifulMassage.com 
For men only. Swedish/Esalen 
Complete hour long 
n. (male therapist) Bran 

dor 


617-731-9288 
BRAVO! 


PAR EXCELLENCE 
THE ART OF MASSAGE 
ALANCE-RENEWED VIGOR 
JOY-TRANQUILITY 
JEFF 617-350-7123. 


00-290-Yo0l 
niropractic treat 


ANY = 


Visa/Amex 


HEALING 
MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


If you're stressed out, have back 
problems, or just want to relax 
and feel better, call Anna. Ses 
sions are completely non-sexual 
For info/appt 


(617)486-1729 
MASTERS CLINIC 


Best Body Massage 
Swedish/Thai — 
yrofessional M or F 

massage therapist 

Special: 4 hands w/hot oi 
Women, men, couples 


617-782-5885 


NO BULL MASSAGE 
Deep Tissue/Swedish. GREAT 
HANDS. In/Out 


Hm#: 
1-617- * le 
1-61 P963.9972 


Ther. rapeutic 
Relaxation 


Sat 10am 9pm 
AM Discounts 


HELP WANTED 
Walk-Ins Welcome 


617-332-5994 
SPECIAL $99 


Gane 


ment, massage, 
staffed with therapists * Qam-9pm 


Most Insurance Accepted | 


Therapeutic 
Relaxation 
* NOW OPEN® 
UNTIL 9PM 
617-332-5994 


Let Us RELIEVE 
Your Stress 


|ATRIX HEALTH E 
2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
By Appointment Only. 
Quincy, close to T 


61 Fgteaitoe 


OTHI NG 
Full Se jody Massage 

A paved. swedish style body 
massage for women. By a pro 
fessional guy. Provided in the pri- 
vacy and comfort of your own 
home. Call Will 


617-799-3403 


STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 
THROUGH 
BREATH AND 
MUSCLE 
INTEGRATION 
THERAPY 


New Technology. %100 percent 

satisfaction. Inquiries welcome 

Available 7 3pm-7pm. Satur 
y, 9am-5pm 


1-978-640-9760 
STRESSED OUT? 


Why not try a little more pres- 
sure? A total body massage re- 
lieves stress and feels great 
Swedish, Hawaiian, Deep Tis 
sue, Accupressure, Shiatsu 
First session reduced rate. Call 
Lisa @ 


617-547-6191 


wHoListie CMA KSESnce 


Nurturing come Bodywork 
HOT TUB 
Private Wooded Setting 
Nationally Certified 


1-978-266-2727 


2) 


PROFESSIONAL 
PSYCHIC 
READER 


Tarot Cards, Energy Healing 
and Psychic Counseling. Call 
Carol 617-524-7670 


Ee AMSA 


ou in all affairs of ie 
one Kee question over 


1°810-678-2089. 


MISCELLANY 


2 Cute Cats: Need loving homes 
ASAP! Mvng back to UK LouLou 
lyr B(W&FUN, Bronte 10yr Tor- 
toishell&LAP-CAT! Lisa 254- 
4873 


4113) 
OF EVENTS 


COMING UP!! 

Year 2000 After Dark New 
Year's Eve Millennium Party. 
Holiday Inn Hotel in Dedham 

55 Ariadne Road 
Dedham, MA (off Route 1) 
December 31, 1999 - 9:00 PM 
to 2:00 AM. Tickets: $40 IN ad- 
vance - $50 At the door 
Live Jazz, Vocalist - GEE GEE 
DJ Ron Boston, Dancers, party 
favors, champagne toast, lavish 
hors D'oeuvres, cash bars 
Presented by C.W. Taylor & Co 
Hotel room rates for our quests 
are $99 + tax 
For Tickets Call 


781-407-2222 


GENDER RESEARCH 
EARN $1000 


A McLean Hospital is looking for women to help us 
understand how gender influences the effects of alco- 
hol.you may qualify for the study if you: 

© Are a 21-35 year old woman 

© Are a vailable to come to McLean 

Hospital 5 times for 4 1/2 each time. 
© Drink alcohol occasionally or socially 
* Are willing to give blood samples 
For more informationcall 


1-888- 


-9690. 


Taxi’s provided for so visits 


XR"400R 


Take the ride of your life on a new XR400R. 
* 397cc air-cooled, four-stroke, dry-sump RFVC™ engine delivers 


excellent power and torque. 


¢ Automatic decompression system for easy starting, 
supplemented by a conventional manual compression release. 


* Quick-release trapdoor air-filter access makes servicing a snap. 
¢ Crankcase-mounted swingarm pivot saves weight, reduces the 


number of components and is extremely rigid. 


* New CR®-type clutch access for quick and easy clutch servicing. 
* Removable rear subframe for easy rear-shock adjustments. 

¢ Lightweight chassis provides strength, reliability and toughness. 
* Fully adjustable front suspension with double-pinch axle 


clamps for superior rigidity. 
¢ Six-month unlimited mileage limited warranty* 


The XR400R. There’s nothing else like it. 


/ HONDA Leading the Way! 


ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, AND PLEASE RESPECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT. Obey the jaw, and read your owner’s manual! thoroughly. “See your dealer for details. XR, RFVC 
and CR are Honda trademarks. When riding off-road, always stay on established trails in approved riding areas 


f 
# 


One in eight children receives unsafe child care. This is 
Sophia. Because of your donation, she gets quality child care. And her 


mother gets peace of mind. Behind every statistic, there is a person 


United@Way 


NO Payment & 
NO Interest for 90 Days! 
NO Money Down! 


arkwa 
- a cycle 


FINANCING AVAILABLE! Ask tor Mr. Palumbo 
(617) 389-7000 \sateriscover/Yanata Card Accepted! 
1865 Revere Beach Parkway, Everett MA 
FIND US FAST IN THE BELL ATLANTIC YELLOW PAGES! 


No down payment does not include tax, license and other fees. Financing available through 
American Honda Finance Corp. upon approved credit. Restrictions apply. Dealer sets actual prices. 
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dining out 


Small room, big 
flavors in 
for-Tuilelalels[- 


on the cheap 
| ee =~ 


& 


felted) @iclele maha] 
an Asian accent 


uncorked 


Chile breaks out 
of the bargain bin 


noshing 


e- 3 pick of the week 


MONDAY AND TUESDAY: The only thing we know for sure about Michelle Shocked’s shows is that she holds nothing 
back: on any given evening that might mean bleak country folk blues, happy funk, soaring pop, or whatever else reflects 
her mood. Shocked (in photo) is at the House of Blues for two nights before going to New York City for a New Year’s gig. 
Word is she’ll be hoisting a whole bale of new songs. Fiachna O’Braonain of the Hothouse Flowers will be joining 
Shocked’s band. That’s at the House of Blues, 96 Winthrop Street in Harvard Square, at 9 p.m. tonight and tomorrow. It’s 
an 18-plus show. Tickets are $25. Call 497-2229. 


The best paste Z 
hummus in town What to do, where to go, what to eat 


DINING OUT, ON THE CHEAP, AND NOSHING PHOTOS BY JOEL VEAK 





: 


~ 
~ 


Bit 


—.. 








| YOUR GUIDE to URBAN NIGHTLIFE] 


CAMEL PAGE 





B-s1pr LouNGE 
92 Hampshire St. 354-0766 
Cocktails, conversation and comfortable booths. — 


RYLES 
212 Hampshire St. 876-9330 


SuNSET GRILLE 
130 Brighton Ave. 254-1331 


More good food and beer than you can imagine. _ 


JILLIAN’s 
14.5 Ipswitch St. 437-0300 
Enjoy good, clean fun before a night of sultry dancing. 
PRAVDA 116 
116 Boylston St. 482-7799 


This new hotspot will teach you a thing or twa about nightlife style. 


HIBERNIA 

25 Kingston St. 292-2333 

Ultra-chic and sassy with a twist. Shake and stir it up on the dancefloor. 
Linwoop GRILLE AND BARBECUE 

69 Kilmarnock St. 267-864,4, 


Live rock, free parking and great mashed potatoes. What more can you ask for? 


AZTEC 


262 Friend St. 723-0121 


Follow the Orange Line to this hidden treasure. 


An Tua Nua 


835 Beacon St. 262-2121 
The name has changed but the laughter remains the same. 


All venues are age restricted. Camel sponsored events are 
restricted to those 21 years of age or older. 


11 mg. “tar”, 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FIC method 


| 
Roxy 
275 Tremont St. 338-7699 
he Latin Quarter is all the rage with salsa and merengue music and ar 
il appetite for authentic 


atin flava 


T.T. The Bears 

10 Brookline Ave. 492-BEAR 

Tis the season for giving and wouldn't you know, T.1’s will be dolling out the 
lay cheer. Tonight, celebrate at the Christmas Holiday Hootenanny 

with The Bucktones.and many other local bands. Get up-close and 

comfortable with your favorite bands at the most intimate concert hall in 





all of Cambridge 


Axis 

13 Lansdowne St. 262-2437 

Kick off the holiday festivities with Dave Ralph and resident DJs John 
Debo and Buro Ajami. Chrome will have you spinning in bliss. Upstairs, 
visit the Skybar with resident BJ Bruno spinning soul, phunk, house and 
disco. Doors open at 10pm. 


Good Life 

28 Kingston St. 451-2622 

Back from Brazil, Karin. Parker begins her Latin tour downstairs. Let her 
sultry voice seduce you tonight. This retro-style restaurant and bar will give 
you a taste of Sinatra-era nostalgia. Try one of the signature martinis 


FRIDAY 


Lava Bar 

575 Commonwealth Ave. 267-7707 

And you thought there would be nothing open tonight. Come to Lava Bar, 
where Life keeps on going. Take the elevator up to the penthouse and 
experience an amazing view of the city. DJs Fran and Paul Nickerson will 


keep you sailing above the streets with a slick mix of house, tribal, techno and 


progressive trance. 


Karma 

9 Lansdowne St. 421-9595 

Escape the winter blues with DJ Venom pumping the main floor with 
techno while DJ Kesha keeps Russian house flowing in the Mambo Lounge. 


-SATURDAY 


The Modern 
36 Lansdowne St. 351-2581 


~ {Imagine a NYC-style lounge in Boston. Imagine an ultra-hip, trend-setting 


ambiance highlighted by architectural genius. Picture yourself enjoying 
sushi, sake and champagne while listening to the sophisticated sounds of 
trip-hop, acid jazz and erotic electonica. Invite your closest friends to join you 
at Clique. Table reservations are available. 


SUNDAY 


Phoenix Landing 

512 Massachusetts Ave. 576-6260 

The Phoenix Landing offers more than your typical Irish bar. You'll be floating 
above the dancefloor on Cloud 9. After a weekend of family festivities, 


J escape with your friends and let the music move you far, far away. 


TUESDAY 


Bill's Bar 

5 Lansdowne St. 421-9678 

Check out Bill’s Bar and you'll find them grinding to the latest hip-hop and 
r&b. It's so packed, you'll think it’s the weekend! Chill out in the Mambo 
Lounge for a breather and a bottle of champagne. 


WEDNESDAY 


Exchange 

148 State St. 726-7600 

Come to the ultimate in Boston nightlife and experience $./.W at it's finest. 
Service Industry Night is V\P without the pretension. Enjoy champagne, 
teserved booths and the incredible beats of the town’s finest resident DJs. 
DJ JYNX of Cybersounds and Sirkel quide you on this sinful journey. Table 
reservations and the quest list are available by simply calling. 





SOME GUY 


n 
U 


© 1999 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACC 


Atlas 
4.27-0300 
“Come and rub 
my head.” 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 















3 ays 


Edited by Carly Carioli 


THURSDAY 23 


FILM. Midlife crises take 
center stage with these pre- 
holiday film offerings — all of 
which opened yesterday in 
advance of Christmas. Michael 
Apted’s 42 Up is the latest 
installment in his biographical 
series, and it’s at the Brattle 
Theatre. Al Pacino plays a 
beleaguered NFL coach who 
feels the Pete Carroll chill of 
enforced early retirement in 
Oliver Stone’s Any Given 
Sunday, which also stars 
Cameron Diaz as the crass 
club owner and Dennis Quaid 
as the gimpy quarterback. In 
All About My Mother, a sitigle 
mom loses her teenage son but 
gains the kind of extended 
family only wacky Spanish 
director Pedro Almodévar 
could cook up; the film has 
won Best Foreign Film awards 
from the Boston and LA film 
critics. Seemingly well past his 
prime, Woody Allen spins 
another variation on the artist- 
as-asshole theme with Sweet 
and Lowdown, which stars 
Sean Penn as a fictional jazz 
guitarist who taints the lives of 
women played by Samantha 
Morton and Uma Thurman. 
And Milos Forman addresses 
the life-in-perpetual-crisis of 
the late Andy Kaufman in Man 
on the Moon, with Jim Carrey 
reincarnating the comic who 
immortalized Latka, Mighty 
Mouse, and women’s 
wrestling. Danny De Vito and 
Courtney Love co-star. 


DUB. Bassist Micro Vard 


(a/k/a Mike Rivard) continues 
his refreshingly unpredictable 
Club d’ Elf at the Lizard 
Lounge this week with former 
Miles Davis drummer 
Kenwood Dennard, guitarists 
Gerry Leonard (Spooky 
Ghost) and Duke Levine 
(ubiquitous sessionman), and 
vocalist Chris Cote (Seks 
Bomba). Rivard, a savvy player 
in any context, always makes 
these evenings more than the 
sum of their parts. The Lizard 
is 1667 Mass Ave in 
Cambridge. Sets start at 10; 
admission is $8. Call 547- 
0759. 
GOSPEL. Only a couple of 
performances remain for the 
annual staging of Langston 
Hughes’s gospel opera Black 
Nativity, which, now in its 
30th season as presented by 
the National Center of Afro- 
American Artists, features a 
cast of 150, including the 
Voices of Black Persuasion and 
the Children of Black 
Persuasion. Remaining shows 
are tonight at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont 
Street. Tickets are $15 to $30; 
call 723-3486. Also tonight, 
the Silverleaf Gospel Singers, 
a group founded here in 1948 
and still going strong more 
than half a century later, make 
an appearance at Club Passim 
with the grande dame of 
Boston gospel performers, 
Ruth Hamilton. That’s at 8 
p.m. at 47 Palmer Street in 
Harvard Square; tickets are 
$12. Call 492-7679. 
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road tripping 


Toronto's cerebral H.0.R.D.E.-headlining pop band 






Barenaked Ladies have the right idea, don’t ya 







think? Head to the states around New Year's, just in 






case the Mounties at the hockey rinks back home 


come down with a sudden case of we-forgot-about- 







the-Y2K-glitch-itis. Having spun through just a cou- ' 


ple of months ago with a gig at the Orpheum, the 







Ladies deliver a little middle-of-the-road rock spec- 





tacle within the safety and familiarity of Worcester’s 








hockey rink, the Centrum (931-2000), on December 





29. Tal Bachman — son of Randy Bachman, of 





Guess Who and Bachman-Turner Overdrive fame — 













SUNDAY: Anyone who’s just returned from holiday 
excursions via Logan Airport likely could use a stress- 
reducing, light-hearted take on travel — which is 
what’s in store for patrons of the musical Secrets 
Every Smart Traveler Should Know (in photo), a spoof 
of Fodor’s bestselling travel guide of the same name. 
The local production, which crams 20 songs and 40 
countries into just over an hour and a half, pulls up 
stakes at the Copley Theatre and moves down to the 
57 Theatre beginning tonight at 4 and 7 p.m.; 
performances continue daily thereafter. Tickets are 
$38 to $42.50; call 426-4499. And just in case you 
didn’t get quite what you wanted on Christmas, here’s 
something to make you feel a little better: a bunch of 
animated playthings dramatically illustrating what 
happens when good toys go bad. Woody and friends 
skate and sing their way to life in Disney on Ice 
Presents Toy Story tonight through Wednesday at the 


FleetCenter. Call 931-2000. 


FRIDAY 24 


HOLIDAY. Ab, delinquent 
shoppers — not even free Fed 
Ex shipping upgrades from 
your favorite e-commerce site 
can save you now. Among your 
last hopes: the savior of all 
Yuletide procrastinators, the 
Harvard Square Holiday 
Craft Fair at the First 
Unitarian Church, 3 Church 
Street. You know the one — 
you ve walked right on by it on 
your way to the movies for the 
past three weeks, smiling 


curtly and politely declining 
the offers of the woman 
hawking those heavy-knit 
sweaters. Ha! Now she’s your 
best friend, and so are all those 
other folks with their array of 
candles, weird mugs, and one- 
of-a-kind items. The fair is in 
its final hours today from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; call (413) 625- 
9779. 


SATURDAY 25 
FILM. Merry freakin’ 


Continued on page 4 





ee SR 








TUESDAY: One of the most underrated and overlooked movies of the year, Brad Bird’s animated adaptation of the 
Ted Hughes novel The Iron Giant (1999; in photo), may yet someday be recognized as the kiddie classic it really 
is. Set in the Cold War Maine of the 1950s, the film’s about a troubled small town boy who adopts the towering, 
alien robot of the title — the ultimate weapons system that just wants to be loved. Delightful but at heart a 
meditation on violence, responsibility, and mortality, it features the voices of Jennifer Aniston and Harry Connick 
Jr. and it screens today and Thursday at 1 p.m. at the Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle Street in Harvard Square. Call 


876-6837. 








opens. 





That same night, back at the Orpheum (931- 





2000) in Boston, the Woofa Goofa brings the re- 





formed J. Geils Band on stage to benefit the fami- 






lies of the six deceased Worcester firefighters. J. 






Geils are on their way to Detroit, of all places, for 






the big millennium-eve gig. (It wasn’t enough that 






Motown got Metallica — now it’s swiped the one 





band besides Aerosmith who should have, by right 













































and tradition, rocked in our double-ought new year.) 
A smaller-scale benefit for the Worcester firefighters 
— this one taking place in Worcester proper — of- 
fers a wide array of performers spanning blues, 
punk, metal, and plain ol’ rock at the Lucky Dog 
Music Hall (508-363-1888) on December 30. The 
bill includes Clutch Grabwell, the Odds, Chillum, 
Garrison, Prize Fighter, the Deal, and the Nines. 
As we look ahead to New Year’s Eve — just in 
case one First Night isn’t enough — there’s a full 
slate of dance, music, and theater on tap out at 
Northampton’s First Night: 2000 (413-586-7282). 
Also in Noho, Dar Williams and the Nields do the 
honors at the Calvin Theatre (413-586-8686), and 
at the Iron Horse Music Hall (413-584-0610) you 
can catch Luther “Guitar Jr.” Johnson and His 


Magic Rockers. We know what you're thinking — 





we are too: what, no Sonic Youth? 





— CC 


4 DECEMBER 24, 1999 ENGHT DAYS A WEEK THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


state of the art 
Police story 


n 1991, psychologist-turned-artist Shimon Attie gained 
Hise recognition when he projected pre-Holocaust 
photos of Jewish life onto the same Berlin walls near which the 
photos were originally shot. Last year he interviewed elderly 
inhabitants of New York’s Lower East Side and, using a laser, 
temporarily inscribed tenement walls with their memories. Now, 
Attie is seeing voices again. With his next public project, “An 
Unusually Bad Lot,” which runs from December 30 to January 12 
at the Institute of Contemporary Art, he turns his attention to 
Boston's criminal history. 

When the ICA invited Attie to bring his work to Boston, he 
discovered that in a former life the institute had been used as the 
Boston Police Department's Division 16. Inspired, he spent more 
than a year scouring police case files from the early 19th century 


sJ 





and collecting material on the people arrested at Division 16. “The 
texts I've selected are incredible statements written about the 
prisoners by people like arresting officers, psychiatrists, their 
grandmothers,” he says. “They condemn the prisoners in such 
incredibly florid and colorful language that while reading them one 
doesn’t even know whether to laugh or to cry. They’re horrifying 
and also hilarious.” 

Some of the more jarring separate examples Attie found: 
“Positively tricky, this woman talks without moving her lips. Her 
habits are tea and sex. ... She did not seem to feel the least 
shame in being arrested for fornication, not even when it was with 
a colored man. ... They committed the crime of adultery with 
each other by then and there having carnal knowledge of the 
body of the other. . . ” Then there’s the offhand comment from 
which the exhibit draws its name: “There is every indication that 
she was an unusually bad lot.” 

Using a series of red lasers and computers, Attie will write out 
37 short texts onto the Boylston Street side of the ICA building 
and the firehouse next door. “The effect is as if a ghost were 
writing the words,” he explains. “You will just see writing written out 
of thin air right in front of your eyes.” But the building will be more 
than a brick canvas — it will become part of the piece. “As it is 
written, the writing will follow and blend with the architecture. It will 
go up the columns, it will follow the rounded arches, it will skip 
around in response to the architecture.” And Attie will answer each 
line of text with a huge slide projection of each prisoner’s photo. 
“Today we call them mug shots. But back then taking a photo was 
a feat, and these portraits are actually quite gorgeous.” 

To make his project more than just a history lesson, Attie chose 
writings that deal mainly with crimes of morality, which he feels 
reflect present-day society’s views on sexuality and personality. 
“There is stuff related to race, class, gender, and a confusion 
between the sexual and the criminal which is still a thread that 
runs through American life today.” Many viewers, whether they 
attend the exhibit or just happen to walk past it, will find the red 
writing on the walls nice to look at but offensive to read. And that’s 
the way Attie likes it. “My hope is that the project will give 
members of the public a powerful aesthetic experience that is so 
potent and so resonant, if maybe a little covert, today. They will 
see these beautiful ghostlike slide projections of faces in 
combination with very difficult, intense, and sometimes painful 
content. That’s the double-edged sword of the work that I’m trying 
to achieve.” 

Shimon Attie’s “An Unusually Bad Lot’ will be projected onto the 
Institute for Contemporary Art, 955 Boylston Street in Boston, 
December 30, January 2, and January 6 through 12 from 5 to 10 
p.m. and December 31 through January 2 from 5 to 11 p.m. Call 


266-5152. 
— Jumana Farouky 


WEDNESDAY: Were we the only ones cringing during the Billboard Music Awards when 
Aerosmith’s Tom Hamilton dedicated the band’s trophy to the “firefighters in Boston”? 
That’s the South Shore for ya — everything north is either Beantown or Canada. Well, 
it’s the thought that counts, right? That said, we’re pretty sure you won't hear Peter 
Wolf and the rest of the reunited J. Geils Band (that’s Geils front guy Peter Wolf in 
photo) making that slip when the world’s greatest bar band go to bat tonight at the 
Orpheum to benefit the fund established in the memory of the Worcester firefighters 
who perished earlier this month. Showtime is 7:30 p.m., and the Orpheum is at One 
Hamilton Place, just off the Common. Call 931-2000. 


Continued from page 3 


Christmas — what better way to 
celebrate the holiday than with a 
film about deceit, shifting 
identities, and homicide? That 
would be The Talented Mr. 
Ripley, Anthony Minghella’s 
adaptation of the Patricia 
Highsmith novel, which stars 
Matt Damon in the title role as a 
callow youth who tries to take 
over the life of his rich friend, as 
played by Jude Law, not to 
mention Gwyneth Paltrow as his 
friend’s fiancée. Or how about 
infidelity, despair, and terminal 
illness? That would be The End 
of the Affair, Neil Jordan’s 
adaptation of the vaguely 
autobiographical Graham Greene 
novel about a novelist — Ralph 
Fiennes — whose affair with 
Julianne Moore, wife of his friend 
Stephen Rea, is rekindled after 
WW2. In a more celebratory 
mode is Tim Robbins’s Cradle 
Will Rock, a tale of cultural and 
political upheaval in 1936 New 
York, with John Cusack as Nelson 
Rockefeller, Susan Sarandon as 
Margherita Sarfatti, Angus 
MacFadyen as Orson Welles, and 
Bill Murray as a paranoid 
ventriloquist. Finally, putting it all 
in perspective is Galaxy Quest, a 
farce from Dean Parisot (Home 
Fries) in which actors from a 
canceled ’70s sci-fi TV series are 
kidnapped by aliens who believe 


them to be the real thing. Tim 
Allen and Sigourney Weaver star. 


SUNDAY 26 


HOLIDAY. Klezmer disciples 
who season their traditional chops 
with Eastern European folksiness 
and urbane jazz flourishes, the 
sharply witty ensemble Shirim are 
back at the Coolidge Corner for 
their annual gig, a favorite among 
everyone who’s at loose ends on 
Christmas, as well as among 
plenty who aren’t. This afternoon 
Shirim will be performing their 
acclaimed, insightfully irreverent 
klezmer version of The 
Nutcracker; the group will also be 
previewing their next disc, 
Klezmer Goes to the Movies, 
which includes renditions of 
themes and tunes from, among 
others, West Side Story, Star 
Wars, and Psycho. There are two 
performances, at 1 and 3:30 p.m.; 
the Coolidge is at 290 Harvard 
Street in Brookline. Tickets are 
$15, $10 for students and 
seniors; call 734-2500. 

FILM. Today’s pop stars have 
little to complain about compared 
to the hero of Zhou Xiaowen’s 
The Emperor’s Shadow, a third- 
century-BC musician who turns 
down the emperor’s request to 
write a national anthem only to be 
imprisoned and blinded with 
horse piss. It’s an epic melodrama 
that would put Cecil B. DeMille to 


shame with its riverside beheading 
of thousands and its kitsch-classic 
moments like the musician’s 
miracle cure of the emperor’s 
paralyzed daughter (he uses his 
instrument). Back by popular 
request, The Emperor’s Shadow is 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, 465 
Huntington Avenue, today at 1:15 
p.m. and Wednesday and 
Thursday at 1:30 p.m. Call 369- 
3770. 

JAZZ. Taylor Ho Bynum, whom 
we continue to tout as one of the 
most exciting young players in 
Boston (because he is), brings his 
trumpet and a reunion by his 
band Mumbo Jumbo Music to 
Green Street Grill. The line-up 
also offers alto-sax Evan O’Reilly, 
drummer Tomas Fujiwara, and 
bassist/tenor player (!) Timo 
Shanko of the Fully Celebrated 
Orchestra. That’s at 8 p.m. at 280 
Green Street in Central Square. 
The cover’s $5. Call 876-1655. 


MONDAY 27 

ROCK. Back in the day, which 
would have been the early to mid 
80s, Mark Mulcahy led a little 
band outta New Haven called 
Miracle Legion who coulda been 
the next R.E.M. if there’d been 
room for another. Miracle Legion 
even had a little early-’90s success 
with what turned out to be their 
swan song, but the Mulcahy 
legend lives on — Radiohead’s 
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THURSDAY 30: With an activist’s sharp wit and a blue-collar taste for bare-bones 
vernacular, stand-up comedian Jimmy Tingle is smart enough — and funny enough — to 
carry his own weight beyond the confines of the comedy club. His evolving one-man show 
Uncommon Sense has been a perennial favorite here and elsewhere, and Tingle’s 
nationwide breakthrough gig — the Andy Rooney slot on the midweek edition of 60 
Minutes — has made him a household name. Tonight through January 2, Tingle 
commandeers the Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, for a holiday run. Shows are at 8 
p.m., except for New Year’s Eve, when he’ll perform at 7 and 9. Tickets are $20 and 
available in person at the Somerville Theatre box office or by calling 931-2000. 
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Thom Yorke, for example, was 
quoted as calling Mulcahy a 
“genius” a couple years ago in 
Time Out. Anyway, tonight a solo 
Mulcahy, who now resides in 
Western Mass and has a album 
out on his own Mezzotint label, 
comes to the Milky Way in 
Jamaica Plain, where he’ll be on a 
bill with Patrick Emswiler of the 
Sterlings, Mona Elliott of 
Victory at Sea, and fiddle player 
Clare Burson, who opens the 
show. That’s at 10 p.m., and the 
cover’s only $2; call 524-3470. 


TUESDAY 28 


BLUES. The hands-down best 
thing about the local garage- 
punk band Caged Heat is the 
white-hot intense harmonica 
playing of singer Jill Kurtz, 
which seems to come from 
someplace altogether deeper than 
the fairly standard arrangements 
surrounding it. We’re pretty sure 
Kurtz will be doing a bit of harp 
blowing tonight when she joins 
the Delta-style duo Mr. Airplane 
Man for what could well be the 
best down-and-dirty hill-country 
drone blues you'll ever see played 
by three white girls from the 
Northeast. That’s tonight at the 
Middle East Bakery, 480 Mass 
Ave in Central Square, as part of 
an early-evening dinner series 
being organized by manic 
scenester Billy Ruane. It starts at 
7 p.m., it’s open to all ages, and 
it’s free. Call 864-EAST. 


WEDNESDAY 29 


FILM. Charlie Chaplin was at his 
most iconic, certainly his most 
socially significant, with his late 
silent (though here accompanied 
by his own musical soundtrack, 
including the song “Smile”) 
comedy Modern Times (1936). 
An allegory of the oppression of 
modern man by mechanization (a 
famous image is of Charlie 
gobbled up by the gears of a 
monstrous factory), it’s also a 
light-hearted romp featuring a 
romance with spunky co-star 
Paulette Goddard. See it tonight 
at 8 p.m. at the Harvard Film 
Archive in the Carpenter Center, 
24 Quincy Street in Harvard 
Square. Call 495-4700. 


NEW VILLAGE LA NEW 
TIMES YORK 


THURSDAY 30 


ROCK. Well, earlier this year 
Boston’s Orbit were one of the 
dozens of promising bands who 
got the ax in the wake of the 
Seagrams/Universal merger, in 
which Interscope took over 
Geffen and the band’s label, 
A&M. Turns out, though, that 
this might not have been such a 
bad thing, since Interscope really 
hasn’t had much luck pushing 
new artists. And with a new 
album reportedly near 
completion, Orbit may yet end up 
having a mighty fine Y2K. Get a 
preview of some of the band’s 
new material tonight when they 
hit Bill’s Bar, at 5 Lansdowne 
Street. Call 421-9678. 

And the Milky Way has a solid 
show tonight as Touch and Go 
recording artist Shannon Wright 
makes her way to town just 
before New Year’s. Her debut 
CD, Flightsafety, came out back 
in April, and she’s been touring 
ever since with the likes of Low, 
Calexico, Pinetop Seven, and 
Will Oldham. Which should give 
you a pretty accurate idea of 
what her brand of roots-tinged 
indie folk sounds like. The 
relatively unknown but very 
promising young local 
singer/songwriter Blake Hazard 
opens. That’s at 405 Centre 
Street in Jamaica Plain. Call 524- 
3470. 


AND BEYOND 


Y2K. It’s the end of the world as 
we know it, but just in case the 
final moments of the decade/ 
century/millennium don’t pack 
the apocalyptic punch we’ve been 
hoping for, there’s a back-up 
plan in place. Out in Lowell, the 
video artist Walter Wright, who 
goes by the moniker W2, will be 
mixing visual projections all 
night, with a soundtrack provided 
by the area’s foremost authorities 
on what the end of the world 
might sound like — tissue- 
shearing noise generators Emil 
Beaulieu, Zipper Spy, and 
Ojamoj. That’s on December 31 
at the Evos Art Institute, 100 
Middle Street in Lowell; call 
(978) 441-1519. 
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IN STORES NOW 


* & & 1/2 SUPERCOP (Miramax). Jackie Chan plays a 
happy-go-lucky policeman who's enlisted to join forces 
with a beautiful Mainland Chinese officer (the amazing 
Michelle Yeoh) to capture a major Asian drug dealer. What 
matters is the Astaire-like elegance of Chan's stunts and 
the goofy, Stan Laurelike stoicism with which he performs 
them. Raucous, hilarious, and choreographed with breath- 
taking daring and subtlety, Supercop kicks ass with charm 
and wit. 


A &® @ k | A ®& 


flash «= 


> 
» 
» 


Compiled by 2 The Green Mile 


Mike 
Miliard 


% » 
% 
* 
% 


3 Toy Story 2 


* & * THE ADVENTURES OF ELMO IN GROUCHLAND 
(Columbia TriStar). Elmo, that pilly red urchin with the in- 
satiable tickle fetish, is in Grouchland because his beloved 
blue blanket has flown off into that fetid, garbage-strewn 
netherworld. Obstacles abound in the form of greedy villain 
Mandy Patinkin, but Elmo (voiced by Kevin Clash), joined by 
fellow Sesame Street denizens Big Bird, Oscar, and the req- 
uisite tuneful, high-serotonin grown-ups, learns much about 
perseverance, bravery, and sharing in Gary Halvorson’s in- 
teractive film 
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* & & AMERICAN PIE (Universal). This film from Chris 
and Paul Weitz remembers what it was like to be a teenag- 
er. With graduation looming, the movie's four young friends 
find that they're still virgins. There's no soul searching here 
no lost-little-boy-to-caring-sharing-man transformation, no 
deeply profound revelation about life, love, or football. Just 
a group of guys trying to get some. American Pie offers re- 
freshing honesty — and a slice of teenage life that other 
films tend to sweep under the rug 


6 Anna & the King 
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* * 1/2 RUN LOLA RUN (Columbia TriStar). This German 
film from Ted Tykwer has Lola (Franka Potente) on the run 
because she's got just 20 minutes to come up with 100,000 
marks or her small-time punk boyfriend, Manni (Moritz 
Bleibtreu), will be wearing cement overshoes courtesy of 
his mobster boss. The director tells his story three times, 
with plot variants along the way and, therefore, different 
endings; the first two are fun but by the third you may be 
expecting something more than he delivers 
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HARVARD SQUARE 
96 WINTHROP ST 
ADVANGE TIX - 617-497-2229 
www.hob.com 
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RAMBLERS 
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HAPPY 
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AWARD WINNING SUNDAY 
GOSPEL BRUNCH: 
SINGINGAIRES 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 
10AM - NOON - 2PM 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 26 9PM 18+ 


FREELANCE BISHOPS 


MONDAY DECEMBER 27 SPM 18+ 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 28 SPM 18+ 


MICHELLE SHOCKED 


featuring FIACHNA O'BRAONAIN 
of the Hothouse Flowers 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 29 9PM 18+ 


ANOTHER PLANET 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 30 10PM 21+ 
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THE BLUE MIRACLES 
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RESTAURANT OPEN 
NO MUSIC 
SAT. DEC 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
BAR OPEN AT 6PM 
EVERY SUNDAY BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 
SUN. DEC 26 


SALSA NIGHT WITH 
RUMBA NAMA 
LESSONS AT 9PM 


TUES. DEC 28 * FOLK 


PAUL KAHN 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Boston's Only True Reggae Club 
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THERE WILL BE A DRAWING ay 
FOR A TRIP FOR TWO TO 
JAMAICA INCLUDING ao 


AIRFARE & 7 NIGHTS STAY 
AT THE POINTE VILLAGE 
NEGRIL, JAMAICA & 
CALL 492-7771 
FOR RESERVATIONS. $25 
9PM-4AM 


JAN 7-8 
GO - JAM 
ial W/ DIONNE KNIBBS *~ 
(REGGAE) 
JAN 14-15 


TJOVI GINEN 


(HAITIAN ROOTS MUSIC) 
SUN JAN 21-22 


SHAKA BLACK 
F Ww. DUB STATION * 
(REGGAE) 
JAN 28-29 *¥ 


WINSTON GRENNAN 
(SKA-ROCS REGGAE) 


912 MASS AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 
492-9653 
441-3455 


“Thurs., December 23 
FIRECAT 


Fri., December 24 
NO MUSIC 
Sat., December 25 
NO MUSIC 
Sun., December 26 


RAY CORVAIR TRIO 
Mon., December 27 
CHRISTIAN MCNEIL 
OF HYBRASIL & FRIENDS 
Tues., December 28 
GILMANS 
Wed., December 29 


BAD ART ENSEMBLE 
SERVING LUNCH EVERYDAY 
Week at & Sun 12-3 
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STAURANT & MUSIC CLUB 


Call About Dinner/Show Reservations 


WED. DEC 29 ¢ ROOTS ROCK 


BRIAN TEMPLETON 
w/ MIKE WELCH & FRIENDS 
THURS. DEC 30 @ BLUES/ROCK 
JOHNNY A 
DENNIS BRENNAN 


FRI. DEC 31 © FUNK 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
with SUPERHONEY 


CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 617-776-2004 


TIX AVAILABLE AT ALL STRAWBERRIES: 
617-247-1300 


PLUS SPECIAL Y2K T-SHIRT & 
FREE TICKETS ON YOUR BIRTHDAY 


SAT. JAN 1¢ R&B 


BOSTON HORNS 
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BEAT SOUP W/ MARK CHILLEMI 
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ROOTS NIGHT 
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Mon, Dec. 27 
PATRICK EMSWILER 
MARK MULCAHEY 
MONA ELLIOT 
tues, Dec. 28 
MARYBETH’S ALLSTAR KARAOKE 
Wed, Dec. 29 
SOLARIS 
thurs, Dec. 30_ 
SHANNON WRIGHT 
BLAKE HAZZARD 
Fri, Dec. 31 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
THE MIRACLE ORCHESTRA 
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MARK MULCAHY plays the Milky Way on Monday. 


To place a listing: bring it or send it to 
Listings, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston 02215, at least eight days be- 
fore the issue.in which it would appear. 
Listings can also be faxed to 859-8201. We 
can't take any listings over the phone. 
There is no charge, but your copy may be 
rewritten due to space limitations. Include 
the time of the event (or the hours that a 
gallery or museum is open to the public), 
date, place, a description of the event, how 
much it costs, and a phone number that 
can be published. Specify whether admis- 
sion is free; listings will not be published 
without price information. If the information 
is for an event or exhibit lasting more than 
one week, specify the dates of the issues in 
which you would like the listing to appear 
Repeat listings may be deleted due to 
space limitations 


Theater listings are separate; send them by 
2 p.m on Thursday to “Play by Play”. Audi- 
tions, classes, religious services, reunions 
and events requiring advance registration 
are not listed here: call Phoenix Classifieds 
at 859-3300 to take out an ad. Unsolicited 
photographs are considered for publication 
but are not returned to senders 

NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEADLINE 
IS WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR THE 
FOLLOWING WEEK’S ISSUE. To be con- 
sidered for “Hot Tix,” the deadline is a week 
earlier; to be considered for “Next Week- 
end,” two weeks earlier 
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THURSDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ARIA, Boston. Eurohaus and Latin house 
with DJs Eddy K and J.C 

ARTSPACE, Gloucester. Five Bucks, Dam- 
aged Goods 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “International 
Thursdays,” Eurohaus with DJ Manolo. In 
the Playhouse Latin Lounge: at 10 p.m 
Latin and international music with DJ Antho- 
ny 

AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m 
“Chrome,” house, progressive house, and 
trance with DJs John Debo and Buro Ajami 
Upstairs: at 10 p.m., “Bar 13,” soul, phunk 
and house with DJ Chaos 

BAYOU BLUES CAFE, Cambridge. Monica 
Lynk Trio 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Wonder 
Cat 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Jazz from the 
Hip.” 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. “Open 
Mic” with Jabberwocky 

BOB THE CHEF’S, Boston. A-no-ne Band 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room 
‘irish Seisiun 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester. Herb 
Pomeroy 


CAFFE ITALIA, East Boston. Al Vega & 
Dave Landoni 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. Downstairs: “Folk Off Competi- 
tion.” 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Nat- 
ick. “Acoustic Open Mic” with host Ken 
Batts 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Silver Leaf 
Gospel Singers, Ruth Hamilton 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Tango Night 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. John Fitzsim- 
mons 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. Joint Chiefs 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Jenera- 
tors 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Funkalicious 
with DJ G-Squared 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jason James Band 
GLENN’S RESTAURANT & COOL BAR, 
Newburyport. Curtis Jerome Haynes 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Karin Parker 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting Vin- 
nies 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. “Latin 
Night.” 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Three 
HIBERNIA, Boston. “Spectrum” with DJ Kid 
Ray 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Tarbox 
Ramblers 

IRISH EMBASSY PUB, Boston. Six Mile 
Bridge 

JAKE IVORY’S, Boston. Matt Mello, Josh 
Nelson 

JAMES’S GATE, Jamaica Plain. “Open 
Mic” with Alice Rouse 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Coots 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Jazz Jam 
with John Stone's Jazz Trio 

JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Undercover 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 10 p.m 
“Speed,” hip hop and R&B with DJ Chaos 
In the Mambo Lounge: at 10 p.m., house 
with DJ Johnny Scrofani 

LAVA BAR, Boston. “The Underground 
hip hop and soul with DJ Essential 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester 
4:20, Wide Iris 

McGANN’S, Boston. Eddie Dillon 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
There, Crash Alchemist, Keith Bowniece 
Experience, Samsara. Downstairs: Krakow 
Trip Tonight, Three Day Threshold, Su- 
pachik. Corner: Board of Education 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Dyke 
Night 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Beat Soup 
Marc Chillemi 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Down- 
tempo Lounge” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
NARROWS CENTER FOR THE ARTS, Fall 
River. “Open Mic” with Mitch Hallal 
O'BRIENS, Aliston. Almost Speechless 
Circle of Stone 

PARKER'S BAR, Boston. Rose Jamieson 
PAZZALUNA, Saugus. “Retroactive,” ‘70s 
and ‘80s hits with DJ Billy Costa 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Ele- 
ments,” drum n’ bass with DJs Crook and 
Lenore 

PLAYHOUSE LOUNGE, Boston. Tom 
Bianchi 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Fire Cat 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Jim Plun- 
kett 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 
Cambridge. Reggae with DJ Bim Sound 
THE ROXY, Boston. “The Latin Quarter,” 
salsa and merengue 

SIDNEY’S GRILLE, Cambridge. Paul 
Combs Trio 

THE TAP, Boston. Gordie Milne 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
‘Aquarela,” Brazilian night with DJ Marcello 
Malcher; “Reunion Night” with DJ Zino 
Fourth floor: “Young Professionals Club.” 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Bucktones 

TUA NUA, Boston. Top-40 and hip hop with 
DJ Tim Collins. 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “Atomic 
Lounge,” swing dancing with DJ Big Daddy 
VENU, Boston. “Platinum” with DJ Fuma 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. “Latin Jazz.” 
WONDER BAR, Alliston. Grant Langford 
Review 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. Madeleine Hall 
& the Rhythm Hounds, Chris “Stovall” 
Brown 

YESTERDAYS/SOUNDSTAGE, Boston 
“Liquid” with DJs Chris DeSimone and Jynx 


FRIDAY 24 


Listings for tonight contain weekly events 
which may be pre-empted by the holidays; 
we recommend calling before heading out. 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ARIA, Boston. “Tempted,” house with DJ 
Raffi 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top-40 Dancing.” 
AVALON, Boston. Society of Young Jewish 
Professionals’ “Matzo Ball 

AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m., “Spin 
Cycle,” house and progressive house with 
DJ Tim Ryan. Upstairs: at 10 p.m., 80s al- 
ternative with DJ David James 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room 
“Irish Seisiun.” 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Gay 
International Night,” with Vicky; Latin house, 
salsa, and merengue with DJ Cesar 
Romero; dance and house with DJ Michael 
Sheehan 

CAFFE ITALIA, East Boston. Al Vega & 
Dave Landoni 

CHAPS, Boston. “Freak” with DJ Richie 
Rich 

CITYSIDE IN SALEM, Salem. “Top 40 and 
House 

CLUB 3, Somerville. “Brazilian Night 
COSMOPOLITAN, Boston. “Urban Soul.’ 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Booty 
EMILY’S, Boston. Alternative, funk, and 
dance with DJ Kevin Sawyer 

ENVY, Boston. Top 40, house & dance with 
DJ Tom Baxter 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “House and Hip 
Hop 

HIBERNIA, Boston. “Focus” with DJs 
Chuck Caseroc, Skot Havens, and Keith 
Kene 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. At 
12:30 p.m., Michael Tarbox 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Sonic 
house with DJ Venom. In the Mambo 
Lounge: at 10 p.m., jungle with DJ Myth 


LAVA BAR, Boston. “Life,” ambient and 
house with DJ Fran Englehardt. 

M-80, Boston. Latin house with DJ J.C.; In- 
ternational house with DJ Eddy K 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Ultra 
Lounge” with DJ Justin Hoffman 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. Disco, 
hip hop, and top-40 with DJ Tim Collins 
THE ROXY, Boston. “Roxy Rewind.” 
SLADES, Boston. Crossover Jazz Band 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s, 
80s, and '90s with DJ Zino; progressive, 
top-40, club, and international with DJ Peter 
D 

TUA NUA, Boston. Disco with DJ Vin 
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “The Pill,” 
Brit-pop and mod with DJs Ken & Jennifer 
VENU, Boston. “Internationa! Night.” 
VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph. “Latin 
Night.” 

YESTERDAYS/SOUNDSTAGE, Boston. 
“Swing Night.” 


SATURDAY 25 
Listings for tonight contain weekly events 
which may be pre-empted by the holidays; 
we recommend calling before heading out. 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 
ARIA, Boston. Top 40 and Eurohaus with 
DJ Raffi 
ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top-40 Dancing.” 
AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Downtown” 
with DJs Manolo & Matty O. 
AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m., “X- 
Night,” ‘90s alternative with DJ Mike Gios- 
cia. Upstairs: at 10 p.m., '80s alternative 
and industrial with DJ David James. 
THE BANSHEE, Dorchester. DJ Cyclone 
BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Ecco,” Eu- 
rohaus with DJ Anthony 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain 
“Traditional Irish Seisiun 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Killer 
Dance Club,” gay night with DJs Mary Alice 
& Michael Sheehan 
CITYSIDE IN SALEM, Salem. “Top 40 and 
House.” 
CLUB JULIANA, Boston. “Latin Night.” 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. Upstairs: “African 
Night.” Downstairs: “Latino Night.’ 
COSMOPOLITAN, Boston. “Sangria & 
Salsa” with Paulo Danay, Steve Langone. 
EMERALD CLUB, Boston. “Dubblemintz,” 
house, hip hop, and more with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and G-Love 
EMILY’S, Boston. Dance, high energy, and 
top-40 with DJs Gary Burks and Charlie B 
ENVY, Boston. Top 40, house & dance with 
DJ Tom Baxter 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “House” with DJ 
Diesel 
FRAN’S PLACE, Lynn. Top 40 and hip hop 
with DJ Dave G 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. “Latin 
Night.” 
HIBERNIA, Boston. “Translations” with DJs 
Dino and David West 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Ele- 
ments of Life.” In the Mambo Lounge: at 
10 p.m., funk classics with DJ Justin Hoff- 
man 
LAVA BAR, Boston. “Tabu,” house and 
Latin with DJ Fran Englehart 

Continued on page 8 
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ARIA 338-7080, 246 Tremont St., Boston. 
ARTSPACE (978-283-1381), 1 Center St:, Glouces- 
ter 

AS220 (401-831-9327), 115 Empire St., Providence, 
RI. 

ATLAS DANCE (437-0300), 3 Lansdowne St., 
Boston. 

AURORA (350-6001), 300 Congress St., Boston. 
AVALON (262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
AXIS (262-2437), 13 Lansdowne St., Boston. 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE (576-1253), 1253 Cam- 
bridge St., Cambridge. 

THE BANSHEE (436-9747), 934 Dorchester Ave., 
Dorchester. 

BAYOU BLUES CAFE (491-8989), 215 First St., 
Cambridge. 

THE BEACHCOMBER (479-8989), 797 Wollaston 
Beach Blvd., Quincy. 

BERT’S COVE (508-746-3330), Rte. 3A, Plymouth. 
BILL’S BAR (421-9678), 5 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
BISHOP’S PUB (351-7000), 1 Boylston Place, 
Boston. 

BLACKBURN TAVERN (978-282-1919), 2 Main St., 
Gloucester. 

BLACK ROSE (742-2286), 160 State St., Boston. 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN (508-238-9017), 402 
Turnpike St., S. Easton. 

BOB THE CHEF’S (536-6204), 604 Columbus Ave., 
Boston. 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (522-5386), 378 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain. 

B SIDE LOUNGE (354-0766), 92 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge. 

BULLFINCH’S (978-443-4094), 730 Boston Post Rd., 
Sudbury. 

THE BURREN (776-6896), 247 Elm St., Davis Sq., 
Somerville. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (482-3939), 51-67 Stuart 
St., Boston 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS (978-282-0058), 118 Main St., 
Gloucester. 

CAFFE ITALIA 569-1800, 144 Meridian St., East 
Boston. 

THE CALL (401-751-2255), 15 Elbow St., Providence, 
Rl. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL (354-2685), 738 
Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cambridge. 

CARAVAN CLUB (781-284-9599), 1380 No. Shore 
Rd., Revere. 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508-647- 
0179), 31 Main St., Natick. 

CHAPS (695-9500), 100 Warrenton St., Boston. 

CHIT CHAT LOUNGE (978-374-9710), 103 Washing- 
ton St., Haverhill. 

CITYSIDE IN SALEM (978-745-8900), 31 Bridge St., 
Salem. 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE (491-9640), 421- 
425 Washington St., Somerville. 

CLUB JULIANA (542-4411), at New Lei Jing Restau- 
rant, 20 Hudson St., Boston. 

CLUB PASSIM (492-7679), 47 Palmer St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. 

CLUB STELLA (254-0554), 1234 Soldiers Field Rd., 
Brighton. 

CLUB 3 (623-6957), 608 Somerville Ave., Somerville. 
COLONIAL INN (978-369-9200), 48 Monument Sq., 
Concord. 

COMEDY CONNECTION (248-9700), Upstairs at Fa- 
neuil Hall, Boston. 

COMEDY STUDIO (864-5311), at the Hong Kong, 
1236 Mass. Ave., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 

COMMON GROUND (783-2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave 
Allston 

COSMOPOLITAN (266-2258), 54 Canal St., Boston 
DICK’S LAST RESORT (267-8080), 55 Huntington 
Ave., Boston 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL (978-745-0139), 7 
Dodge St., Salem 

DRUID PUB (497-0965), 1357 Cambridge St., Inman 
Sq., Cambridge. 
THE ELEPHANT WALK CAMBRIDGE (492-6900), 
2067 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 

EMERALD CLUB (723-0121), 262 Friend St., Boston. 
EMILY’S (423-3649), 48 Winter St., Boston. 

ENCORE (338-7699), 275 Tremont St., Boston 

ENVY (542-ENVY), 25 Boylston PI., Boston 
THE EXCHANGE (726-7600), 148 State St., Boston. 
FRAN’S PLACE (781-598-5618), 776 Washington St., 
Lynn. 
GILREIN’S (508-791-BLUE), 802 Main St., Worcester. 
GIORDANO’S (978-352-7300), Rte. 97, Georgetown. 
GLENN’S RESTAURANT & COOL BAR (978-465- 
3811), 44 Merrimac St., Newburyport 
THE GOOD LIFE (451-2622), 28 Kingston St., 


Boston. 

GREEN BRIAR (789-4100), 304 Washington St., 
Brighton. 

GREEN DRAGON (367-0055). 11 Marshall St., 
Boston: 


GREEN STREET GRILL (876-1655), at Charlie's Tap, 
280 Green St., Cambridge. 

H20 (542-2215), at Mark’s Crab House, 148 Northern 
Ave., Boston. 

HARPERS FERRY (254-9743), 158 Brighton Ave., 
Allston 

HIBERNIA (292-2333), 25 Kingston St., Boston 
HOUSE OF BLUES (491-BLUE), 96 Winthrop St 
Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER (263-6887), 216 
Hanover St., Boston 








CLUB DIRECTORY 





IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL (978-356-7006), 24-26 
Hammatt St., Ipswich 
IRISH EMBASSY PUB (742-6618), 234 Friend St., 
Boston. 
JACOB MARLEY'S (781-631-5594), 9 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT (338-8586), 33 Stuart 
St., Boston. 
JAKE IVORY’S (247-1222), 1 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
JAMES’S GATE (983-2000), 5 McBride St., Jamaica 
Plain. 
JIMMY O’KEEFE’S (781-324-9333), 118 Ferry St., 
Malden. 
JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE (868-3585), 33 
Dunster St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
JOHNNY D’S (776-2004), 17 Holland St., Davis Sq., 
Somerville. 
JOHN STONE’S INN (508-881-1778), 179 Main St., 
Ashland. 
JOSE-McINTYRE’S (451-9460), 160 Milk St., Boston. 
KARMA CLUB (421-9595), 9 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
THE KELLS (782-9082), 161 Brighton Ave., Allston. 
KENDALL CAFE (661-0993), 233 Cardinal Medeiros 
Way, Cambridge. 
LAVA BAR (267-7707), 575 Comm. Ave., Boston. 
THE LIVING ROOM (401-521-5200), 25 Rathborne 
St., Providence, RI 
LIZARD LOUNGE (547-0759), 1667 Mass. Ave., 
below Cambridge Common Restaurant, Cambridge. 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL (508-363-1888), 89 
Green St., Worcester. 
LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL (401-272-5876), 239 
Westminster St., Providence, Ri. 
M-80 (562-8800), 969 Comm. Ave., Boston. 
MARKETPLACE CAFE (227-9660), 300 Faneuil Hall 
Mkt., Boston. 
McGANN’S (227-4059), 197 Portland St., Boston. 
MET CAFE (401-861-2142), 130 Union St., Provi- 
dence, Ri. 
MIDDLE EAST (497-0576), 472 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge. 
MIDWAY CAFE (524-9038), 3496 Washington St., Ja- 
maica Plain. 
MILKY WAY (524-3740), at Bella Luna, 405 Centre 
St., Jamaica Plain. 
THE MODERN (536-2100), 36 Lansdowne St., 
Boston. 
NARROWS CENTER FOR THE ARTS (508-324- 
1926), 275 Martine St., Fall River. 
NICK’S COMEDY STOP (482-0930), 100 Warrenton 
St., Boston. 
O’BRIENS (782-6245), 3 Harvard Ave., Allston. 
PARKER’S BAR (227-8600), 60 School St., Boston. 
PAZZALUNA (781-231-5111), 168 Broadway, 
Saugus. 
PHOENIX LANDING (576-6260), 512 Mass. Ave., 
Central Sq., Cambridge. 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE (508-752- 
4666), 151 Plantation St., Worcester. 
PLAYHOUSE LOUNGE (482-2227), 74 Warrenton 
St., Boston. 
PLOUGH & STARS (441-3455), 912 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. 
PLYMOUTH BAY BREWING COMPANY (508-746- 
7222), 56 Main St., Plymouth. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK (227-2060), 1 Union St., 
Boston. 
REGATTABAR (661-5000), Charles Hotel, Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL (497-0977), 
315 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
THE ROXY (338-7699), 279 Tremont St., Boston 
RYLES (876-9330), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 
SHERBORN INN (508-655-9521), 33 North Main St., 
Sherborn 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE (551-0444), at the University Park 
Hotel, 20 Sidney St., Cambridge. 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 163 Main St., 
Maynard 
SLADES (442-4600), 958 Tremont St., Boston 
SOMERVILLE THEATRE (625-4088), 55 Davis Sq., 
Somerville. 
SUGAR SHACK (351-2510), 1 Boylston Pl., Boston. 
THE TAP (367-0833), 19 Union St., Boston. 
THE TIMES (357-TIME), 112 Broad St., Boston 
TIR NA NOG (628-4300), 366A Somerville Ave., 
Union Sq., Somerville. 
TOAD (497-4950), 1912 Mass. Ave., Porter Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 
TOWN LINE LOUNGE (781-322-2101), Rte. 99, 
Malden. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (338-1000), 295 Franklin St., 
Boston 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE (492-BEAR), 10 Brookline 
St., Central Sq., Cambridge 
TUA NUA (262-2121), 835 Beacon St., Boston. 
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE (703-7364), at the Penalty Box, 
65 Causeway St., Boston. 
VENU (338-8061), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 
VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB (781-986-4000), 6 Billings 
St., Randolph. 
WALLY’S CAFE (424-1408), 427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 
WONDER BAR (351-COOL), 186 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston. 
THE WORKS THEATER (538-3205), 255 Elm St., 
Somerville. 
THE YARD ROCK (472-9383), 132 East Howard St., 
Quincy. 
YESTERDAYS/SOUNDSTAGE (338-6999), 533 
Washington St., Boston. 
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Jack Donahue and A-| Productions present 
























NEW YEARS EVE 
MiippLe East 
472 Mass Ave. Cambridge Mass 472/480 Mass. Ave, Cambridge 
Featuring TKO Recording Artists www.mideastclub.com 





DOWNSTAIRS 
THURS 12/23 18+ $7 


KRAKOW « TRYP TONIGHT 


























THE REAL KIDS 


THE UN NATU RAL AXE 
THE CLASSIC RUINS 


Sale tickets $20 available at the Middle East Box Office 


or charge through Ticket Master at 931-2000 
$25 (if available) day of show Doors at 9pm-21+Get your tickets soon as this show will sell out 





















TUES 12/28 18+ $20 7PM 
INSTITUTE OF POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS PRESENTS 
A PRE-MILLENNIUM POETRY AND 
LOVE SESSION FEAT. MUSIC, 
DANCING, RECEPTION & BUFFET 


PY 






























+ All Sho 


















LATIN NIGHT W/GiAnanio suscacua 


December 23 
Set. December 25 meee ere ss 
a“ LATIN NIGHT open for lunch (no music) 


THURS 12/30 18+ S8ADV/S10D0S 8:30PM 
GAMELAN PRESENTS 


DISPATCH 
SWEET MAMA THUNDER * THREE 


MAN OR ASTROMAN? 
THE SHODS 
PHOTON TORPEDOES 











SUN, DECEMBER 


2, DECEA 


Mon. December 27 Ernie L 
No Entertainment s B. 


TUES, DECEMBER 28 






26 
. 
: 






























Wed. December 29 Dav LiewellyrrSteven Ray Lledich SAT 1/1 184 $8 
spe epee rr mic BIM SKALA BIM 
ALLSTONIANS 


(G17) S7G6-1655 





SHOELESS JOE * JAYA THE CAT 
UPCOMING 


1/6 THE CRETINS, RAZORWIRE- 






















ss 







































10 Brookline St., The Best Live 1/7 ADDISON GROOVE PROJECT 
Cambridge, MA New Music Club 1/12 GIANT SAND, SIVE STYLE 
All Shows 18+ in Cambridge | 9/1/14 REDKRAYOLA (DRAG CAT Rec) 


492-BEAR 


Thursday, December 23rd 


FREE HOLIDAY HOOTENANNY 1/17-18 GUIDED BY VOICES 


The Bucktones 2 specia Guess reiay, Jen bed 1/20 ROCKET FROM THE CRYPT 
Friday & Saturday 2 = : 1/21 GROOVE COLLECTIVE 


dD ember 24th & 25th 


CLOSED HAPPY HOLID. _ : : Va PROJECT LOGIC 
BR es ar : 1/29 RPPOPATOMUS 





1/15 ACTUAL PROOF 


Friday, December 31st 
CLOSED THANKS FOR A BUSY YEAR! 





























Sunday, Janvary 2nd 

































Monday, December 27th Die Electric « Woody ‘ LEE “SCRATCH” PERRY 
TREMONT ALE PRESENTS... = 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BEAR Boardwalk Arcade £ MIDDLE EAST PRESENTS @ SOMERVILLE THEATER 
a Ss Oe ORCHESTRA MORPHINE 
Chris Zerby of Helicopter Helic 18 3 : 
a , Hank, The Brilliant Mistakes, Stefano, A TEN AMBCHOP 
AdFrank ¢ Linda Bean-P of Orbit. High Ceilings, Jill Kurtz of Caged Heat ¥O.LA TENGO, LAMACHO 





1/7 The Red Telephone, John Surette 
& The Deniros, The Swallows 


1/8 The Gentlemen, Rocketscience, 


Tuesday. December 28th 
Liquid Purple * Freelance Bishops 
Red Beans * Mona Lisa's Lover 















UPSTAIRS 


THURS 12/23 18+ $7 











































¥, © vs “Es The Sterlings, The Irresponsibles THERE 
Big Mess ¢ Kah 1/14 The Popgun Seven, Slide, Godboy, 
1 —_€~ 4 CRASH ALCHEMIST 
KEITH BONIECE EXPERIENCE - SAMSARA 


1/15 Final Show for Boy Wonder w/ The Gravy, 


Thursday, December 30th 
Den Mothers, Calendar Girl, Corin & Dave 


SUN 12/26 18+ $6 





































Pre-Millenium Madness Party w/ of The Pills TEAHOUSE OF THE ALMIGHTY : 
Beverage © Huck {120 te cov coup, skinny Tee, ) + TWITCH 
ul , Hi Steppin Nickel Kids 
Charcoal Lavage ¢ Labb 1/21 Missing Joe, Accidental Groove, Starling, Presence hn 
(Complimentary glass of Honest Bob SEARCH ENGINE 






1/26 Seeking Homer, Winefield, Who's The Fat Guy 
1/28 The Figgs CD Release 
1/29 Raging Teens, The Cretins, Fuzzy Pinks 


ing.com/~ttthebears ¢ Call 492-0082 


champagne & munchies!) 











tickets available at 7==<=% 
931-2000 _http://www.ticketmaster.com 
Visit TT’s Website http://www.mindsp 





















WED 12/29 18+ $7 
MIKEY CHAOS’ 32ND ANNUAL B-DAY BASH 


DARKBUSTER © RAZORWIRE 
TOMMY & THE TERRORS 
IN HARM'S WAY 


THURS 12/30 18+ 88 
PUMPKIN PIE PRESENTS: PARTY 2000 W/ 






















R } Z| C K 


Billiards 







THE REAL KIDS 
UNNATURAL AXE 
CLASSIC RUINS 


UPCOMING 


1/6 VIBEWISE ’ 
1/8 SEVENTEEN, CHEERIEADR 
1/11. MARY LOU LORD, KEVIN SO 
1/13 PAPAS FRITAS 

1/16 SUX GOING ON SEVEN 
1/20 VICTORY AT SEA 

1/2) MARK BITZEL 

1/22 20 MAES, BOB LOG it 
1/27 NEW WET KOJAK, WHITE HASSLE 
2/10 HALF JAPANESE 
















































12/23 10PM BOARD OF EDUCATION 
7PM MICHAEL MCLAUGHLIN 


12/26 10PM BALLA TUNKARA 
1PM NOAH MALTZBERGER 
12/27 0PM THE TOM BIANCHI SHOW 
7PM LISA SCHNECHENBURGER 
12/28 10PM GONZALO SILVA 
& JASON GARDNER 
7PM MR. AIRPLANE MAN 
12/29 10PM BELLY DANCING 
7PM SALIM WASHINGTON TRIO 


DOORS AT 9PM UNLESS NOTED 
PROPER ID REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 








































Tickets available at 
Middle East Box Office 
OPEN MON..-SAT. 1-7 PM. 


For info call 617-864-EAST 






Tickets also available through 






24 Clinton St. «617-725-1051 ee er 
www.therackboston.com naga 


931-2000 





| 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE 
HERETIX 


THURSDAY JANUARY 6. 
MAMA KIN REUNION SHOW 


SOLPATCH 
EL CAMINO - MUGSY 


FRIDAY JANUARY 7 


DEVOUR * BLOODMASK 
SUICIDE CONTEST 


SATURDAY JANUARY 8 


APE HANGERS 
SYPHLLOIDS ¢ TIPS 14’S 


THURSDAY JANUARY 13 
HALF COCKED 
DECALS 
THE FUZZY PINKS 
\NERT 


G nidd & Ba nhecsue 


CHEAP SAN 


STEAKS 


“Friendly Irish Bar” 
Steve Morse, 
Globe Calendar 


THE BURREN 


Thursday 12/23 
END OF MILLENNIUM SHOW! 


CLUB @’ELF 


reaTunins nos’ MIKE RIVARD 


AND CHRIS COTE 
Fri., Sat., Sun. 12/24, 25, 26 
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS 


Tuesday 12/28 


THE WEISSTRONAUTS 


w/ very special guests 


Wednesday 12/29 
First area appearance since 
finishing her new record! 


JESS KLEIN 


wERIN MCKEOWN & special quests 
Thursday 12/30 


LUCKY 57 
CASH MONIES & THE JETSETTER 
THE GYPSY MECHANICS 


Tuesday 12/31 


MARLENE LOSES /T 


AT THE twdcENIUmM 
a rock’n’roll circus featuring 2 stages 
ROVING 
CABARET PERFORMERS 
music sy SEKS BOMBA 
SHELLEY WINTERS PROJECT 
WIDE IRIS « COOTS 
THE BOY JOYS 


+ CHAMPAGNE TOAST AND 
BREAKFAST BUFFET! 
CALL TO ORDER YOUR TIX NOW! 


1667 MASS AVE. CAMBRIDGE 


547-0759 


2 LIGHTS NORTH OF HARVARD SQ 
BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON 
RESTAURANT - NEAR THE LAW SCHOOL 


Front Bar 


The 


JOHNNY O’LEARY 
JIMMY NOONAN 
TOMMY, LOUISE & 


HARPERS FERRY 


> 
158 BRIGHTON AVE 
ALLSTON, MA 


CONCERT LINE-254-7380 ' CLUB LINE-254-9743 


Thursday December 23 
THREE ¢ RAIN 
riday December 24 


Fri¢ : 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
CLOSED 


Saturday December 25 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
CLUB OPENS AT 7PM (No BAND) 


Sunday December 


COAL BOILERS 


Monday December 27 
MONDAY NIGHT GROOVE SERIES 


RON LEVY’S WILD KINGDOM 


5 


Tuesday December 28 


ANOTHER PLANET 


AND FRIENDS 


Wednesday December 29 
JIGGLE THE HANDLE 


HARPERS FERRY |S THE 
PLACE TO RING IN THE NEW 
YEAR WITH OUR MILLENNIUM 
PARTY PACKAGE. TICKETS ARE 
$125.00 PER PERSON- FOR 
A FULL DINNER BUFFET 
INCLUDING DESSERT AND 
A SPLIT OF CHAMPAGNE 
MILLENNIUM ETCHED KEEP- 
SAKE MUG, BALLOON DROP 
AND THE MUSIC OF ENTRAIN! 
TICKETS ARE CURRENTLY ON 
SALE ao AT THE 


YEAR’S EVE 
PARTY 


HELENA DELANEY 


Selo t-te! aa leololaa) 


TARBOX RAMBLERS 


LIMTED TICKETS ON SALE @ THE BAR 
$100 - ALL INCLUSIVE 


CALL 776-4150 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


AUTHENTIC IRISH 
Music Pus-ResTAURANT 


247 Em Street, 
Davis Square, Somerville 
776-6896 On the Red Line “T,” 
One biock from Somerville Theater 


THERE play the Middle East on Thursday, December 23. 


Continued from page 6 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, Ri. State 
of Corruption, Sick Sense, Shed, Freak- 
show 

LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, Provi- 
dence, Ri. “WBRU Christmas Party.” 

M-80, Boston. Latin house with DJ J.C.; In- 
ternational house with DJ Eddy K 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Mis- 
chief.” 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Boom 
Boom Room,” mod & disco with DJ Vin 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Techno & 
House.” 

SLADES, Boston. John Dougherty Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. '70s, 
‘80s, and ‘90s with DJ Zino; progressive. 
top-40, club, and international with DJ Steve 
Anderson 

TUA NUA, Boston. Top-40 and hip hop with 
DJ Tim Collins 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “10.15,” ‘80s 
new wave with DJ Kilbey 

VENU, Boston. “Mythos/Prive” with DJ 
Vorgo 

VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph. “Dis- 
cotheque.” 
YESTERDAYS/SOUNDSTAGE, Boston 
‘Top 40 and Club Classics.” 


SUNDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ARIA, Boston. “Living Room,” house with DJ 
Eddy K 

AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful 
house, hip hop, and reggae 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Gay Night, 
house with DJs Darrin Friedman & Richie 
Rich 

AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m., “Gay 
Night,” progressive house with DJ Tom Del- 
lahunt 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Johnson 
Brothers, Old Brigade Band, George Lan- 
ders & Tommy Byrne 

BERT’S COVE, Plymouth. “Reggae Dance 
Party.” 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Reggae 
Sunday” with DJ Selector K-Don featuring 
Skiffington, Dub Station 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. At 
11:30 a.m., “Sunday Brunch” with Anthony 
Weller Jazz Duo 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S. Easton. At 
5 p.m., “Seisiun.” 

BULLFINCH’S, Sudbury. At 11 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch’ with Paul Combs. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room 
“Irish Seisiun.” 

THE CALL, Providence, RI. Rick Mendes & 
Blueswagon 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. “Blues Jam” with Little Joe Cook 
CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Angelico 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Nat- 
ick. “All Ages Rock Open Mic.” 

CHAPS, Boston. “T-Dance,” old school 
house with DJs Danae and Richie Rich 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. At 11 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch.” At 8 p.m., Upstairs: “Colombian 
Night.” Downstairs: “Steamy Sundays.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Seth Connelly 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. At 10 a.m 
Evelyn McDonald. At 7 p.m., Rob Gonzalez 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Bruce Bartlet Trio 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 6 p.m., “Tradi- 
tional Seisiun” with Shay Walker. At 9 p.m., 
“Downtime” with DJ Kris 

ENCORE, Boston. Dottie Dean 

FRAN’S PLACE, Lynn. Latin house with DJ 
Gordo 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. “Blues Jam” with 
Dwight Perry 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging John- 
sons 

HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Coal Boilers 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Freelance 
Bishops 

IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, Ipswich. Al 
Boudreau Quartet 

JACOB MARLEY’S, Marblehead. John 
Ritzo 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE, Cam- 
bridge. At noon, Gerard Evans 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. At 4:30 p.m 
“Open Biues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Salsa Danc- 
ing” with Rumba Na Ma 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. At 8 p.m 
“Blues Jam” with Pete Henderson 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. “Poetry 
Jam” with Jeff Robinson Trio 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester 
Disco Hell, Jive 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Tea 


House of the Almighty, Drunk Stuntmen 
Twitch. Downstairs: Kolors, Oceanik, Tropi- 
cal Fire, Danny Tucker. Corner: Balla 
Tounkara 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain 
Night.’ 

PAZZALUNA, Saugus. “XLR8,” house with 
DJs Souhleris & Spinelli 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Ray Cor- 
vair Trio. 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Workingman’s 
Jazz Band. 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. “Traditional Irish 
Seisiun” with Joe Mawn 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Interna- 
tional Night” with DJs Nino, Antoine, Giu- 
lano, and Giovanni 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Col- 
orfast, Revelation 

TUA NUA, Boston. DJs Tim Ryan and Sha- 
lako. 

VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph 
“Caribbean Night.” 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 3 p.m., “Jam 
Session.” At 9 p.m., “Jazz Fusion." 
WONDER BAR, Alliston. “Subterranean 
Soul Sundays” with Chronicle 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. At 3 p.m., 
“Youth Open Mic” with Scott O’Brien. At 
8 p.m., “Boston's Best Blues Jam” with 
Steve Murphy 


MONDAY 27 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 

addresses 

AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m., “Stat- 

ic,” drag show with DJ Jay Ine and Mizery 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Monsta Monday’ with 

special guests Project DH 

BLACK ROSE, Boston. Kevin Farley 

B SIDE LOUNGE, Cambridge. “Lilli’s Local 

Rock Celebrity DJ Invitational” with Lilli Den- 

nison 

BULLFINCH’S, Sudbury. Paul Broadnax & 

Peter Kontrimas 

THE BURREN, Somerville. “Set Dancing” 

with Ger Cooney. Front Room: “Irish Seisi- 

un. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 

bridge. “Open Mic” with Geoff Bartley, Scott 

Alarik 

CHAPS, Boston. “Piano Open Mic” with 

Michelle Curry 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Laura Higgins 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Two for the 

Show, Jason James 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Beantown 

Bar Band. 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 

Johnny A. & the Bamboom Ensemble 

ENCORE, Boston. Michael Kreutz 

FRAN’S PLACE, Lynn. Hip hop with DJ 

Dave G 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. “Jazz Jam” with 
Main South All-Stars 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Seisiun.’ 

HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Ron Levy's 

Wild Kingdom 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Michelle 

Shocked & Fiachna O’Braonain 

JIMMY O’KEEFE’S, Malden. Boston Irish 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. “Swing Dancing” 

with Mickey Bones & the Jump Crew 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 5 p.m., Snap- 

case, Bane, Fastbreak, Diecast 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Fringe 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester. | 

Moon 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 

Search Engine, Mason, M31. Comer: Tom 

Bianchi 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Patrick Em- 

sweiler, Mark Mulcahy, Mona Elliot, Clare 

Burson 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Christian 

McNeit 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston 

Smyth 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Vinal Ave String 

Band 

TOAD, Cambridge. Tim Gearan Band 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 

The Other Side of the Bear 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos Spe- 

cial Blend Band 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Joe McMahon Ex- 

perience 


TUESDAY 28 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

AS220, Providence, RI. Hal Crook Group 
BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m.,“Phatt Tues- 
day” with DJ Chaos. 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Lounge Hang 
THE BURREN, Somerville. “Open Mic” with 


‘Reggae 


Dave 


Hugh McGowan. Front Room: “Irish Seisi- 
un 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. “Bluegrass Pickin’ Party” with Short 
Life of Trouble 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, Nat- 
ick. “Jazz Jam” with Dr. Ming 

CHAPS, Boston. Retro with DJs Danae and 
Michael Sheehan 

CHIT CHAT LOUNGE, Haverhill. “Open 
Mic” with Paul Prue 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Brazil 2000” with 
host Andrea 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Hatrack Gal- 
lagher & the Workingman’s Band. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Booty. 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem. 
Fats Hammond 

EMERALD CLUB, Boston. “International 
Night.” 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. “Ma- 
gicians and Spirits,” cabaret-style magic 
show 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Another Planet 
HIBERNIA, Boston. “Flow,” deep house with 
DJs Craig Kapilow & Sava Kelesidis 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Michelle 
Shocked & Fiachna O’Braonain 
JACOB MARLEY'S, Marblehead 
Seisun.” 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Paul Kahn 
THE KELLS, Alliston. “Acoustic Open Mic” 
with Gary Gore 

McGANN’S, Boston. Slainte 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Tea House of 
Almighty, Drop 360, Donny Brook 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Hu- 
mans Being, Lo Phat, Nok, Pain. Down- 
stairs: “Pre-Millennium Poetry & Love Ses- 
sion.” Corner: Gonzalo Silva & Jason Gard- 
ner 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Open 
Jam” with Tam Lawlor 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Min- 
gle.” 

O’BRIENS, Allston. “Plastic” with DJ Char- 
lie. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Lounge 
Night” with DJs Dino and Dave West 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Gilmans. 
PLYMOUTH BAY BREWING COMPANY, 
Plymouth. David Corcoran 

SHERBORN INN, Sherborn. “Band of the 
Millennium All-Star Jazz Concert.” 

THE TIMES, Boston. Philip Pemberton 
Blues Band. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Freelance Bishops, Red Beans, Mona Lisa's 
Lover. 

VENU, Boston. “Milk” with DJ Osheen, 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally’s Stepchil- 
dren 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Wayne Escoffery 
Trio. 


WEDNESDAY 29 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ARIA, Boston. Mediterranean night with DJ 
Thanos. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Funk & Groove 
Night” with DJ Tim Collins plus special 
guests Arthur Dent Foundation, Nymbus 
BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Lounge Hang.” 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S. Easton. 
“Acoustic Open Mic” with Mark Purcell. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Bertrand 
Lawrence & J Place. Front Room: “Irish Sei- 
siun.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Upstairs: “Blues Jam” with Little Joe 
Cook. Downstairs: “Boston Poetry Slam.” 
CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Joe Mack. 
CHAPS, Boston. Latino night with DJ Cae- 
sar Romero. 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. Roger Nicholson & the Psych 
Ward Orchestra, Emily Dahmen, John Hay- 
den 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Rob Siegel, 
Jacinta Williams, Karaugh Brown, Arielle Sil- 
ver, Liz Stahler 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. Mood Elevators. 
CLUB 3, Somerville. “Salsa Night” with 
Ajidewe Son 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Jimmy Mazzy & 
the Last Minutemen 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “What a Way 
to Go-Go,” mod night with DJ Vin 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Jenera- 
tors 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem. 
Big Bill's Band. 

THE ELEPHANT WALK CAMBRIDGE, 


Continued on page 10 
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fia' NO or aoe 
WWW.DLCLIVE.COMBILLS. HTM 
Thursday December 23 
Sick of Your Family? 
BILLS BAR IS OPEN 
FOR ALL YOUR 
DRINKING NEEDS 


wt DJ K-DON 


SKIFFINGTON 


Monday December 27 


A MONDAYS 


W/ DJ CAPT. KRUNCH 


PROJECT DH 
DROPKICK JESUS 


STOCK 7 


Wednesday December 29 
Funk & Groove 
w/ DJ TIM COLLINS 


ARTHUR DENT 
FOUNDATION 


NYMBUS 


Thursday December 30 
BASS ALE PRESENTS: DJ MARK HAMILTON 


ORBIT x 


THE WARREN 
COMMISSION 


& FAVORITE ATOMIC 
HERO 


Friday December 31 
BILLS BAR & LUBM 


esent: 
THE MILLENIUM 
MELTDOWN 
NEW YEARS EVE 


w/ DJ Bradley J 


No DRESS CODES, 
No OVER PRICED TICKETS, 
No ATTITUDED... 


JUST A GREAT TIME! 


Hats, NOISEMAKERS, 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT 
MIDNIGHT. 


DJ Bradley J spins 
the best of WBCN 
and beyond. 


PLUS a VERY 
SPECIAL Millenium 
Meltdown mix 
at midnight. 


Doors @ 8pm 21+ 
$25.00 in Advance 
$30.00 night of 


Advance tickets 
available through 
NEXT tickets 
617-423-NEXT 


po © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 ooo g 
Sunday January 2 
eggae sunda) 


HOT LIKE FIRE 


CLAYMORE 
PSYCHOTIC LARRY 


NEON JESUE 


Wednesday January 5 


| Shttel ata am @iuele> “o 
w/ DJ TIM COLLINS 


GROOVEHOUNDS 
W/ BEVERAGE 


THE UNDERGROUND W/ DJ MARK HAMILTON 


7TH RAIL CREW 
JOHNNY WISHBONE 


EVERY SECOND 


Friday January 7 


NOCTUONAL FRIDAY 


XGURU 
WIDE IRIS 34 
PANHEAD 


Satuday January 8 
RUSTIC OVERTONES 
SXGIG * 





Bob's Grille & Pub 


Every Friday Night at Bob's Critle and Pub 
60 Broad St. © Bridgeneater, WA @ 508-697-0114 


EVERY THURS INCADENCE 
BEST DANCE BAND AROUND 


2s _— TEXAS FLOOD 


1/st__ NYE PARTY WITH 
STRAIGHT UP DANCE BAND 
MIDNICHT TOAST GOURMET BUFFET 


PHYSICAL GRAFFITI 


PITCH BLACK & WICKED CARDEN 
(CTP tribute) 

ITCHY FISH 

DRAW THE LINE 

THE MACHINE (last area appearence) 


TEXAS FLOOD 
BELIEVER 


New Year's Eve 


Limited Tix Available 


Food * Bar © Drinks 
Dancing Til Late 


MU MUIETIA 


Saturday Jan., 8th 
CHRISTOPHER LAWERENCE (L.A 
Saturday Jan., 15th 
ARIEL BAUND (MIAMI 
Saturday Jan., 29th 
STEVE PORTER 


25 Kingston St, Boston 
www. hiber.com 617 * 292 * 2333 








MOTHER 
JEFFERSON 


MAX CREEK 


Friday, January 14 ¢ $8 


ITCHY FISH 


Wednesday, January 26 * $13.50 


BLUE FLOYD 
Friday, January 28 © $15 


STEEL 
PULSE 


Wednesday, February 2 ¢ $8 


DEEP BANANA 
BLACKOUT 


EVERY SATURDAY 


BSS DANCE 
WBRU PARTY 


LUPO’ s HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


WESTMINSTER ST {AIST OFF EXT 22 
DOWNTOWN 
with THE MET CAFE. 


TRAY ASTER 


CALL 617-931-2000 T0 CHARGE BY PHONE 
http://www. ticketmaster. com 





| | Tne om 





| Thursday 12/223 7om 
| ELEMENTS 
);Drum & Bass 
'w/ Ds Lenore; Crook & Randet 


|& guest G. White 
' 
, Ecidey 12/24 


| | og Rem justice - 
| | Hip Hop & tep.40 & Disco 


| Saterday 124/25 

| Open at 7pm 

| 25 Vinney 

| Sunday 12/26.5-7eom 
Seme@a Wilson & 

House 


| Mm Cloud 2y/ Fuma (Boston Beat) 


| | Wednesday 12/29 


| TecHnNo, T House 


RANCE, 
| wel Ctvmct ae Shannon 


| Shiitake, Skye & guest Erin 
(an Fran) 


| MYE PARTY. Cat tor detaits 





Thursday, December 231 
DYKE NIGHT wp, 


Friday, December 24th 
TBA 
CALL FOR INFO 
saturday, December 25th 
TBA 
CALL FOR INFO 
Sunday, December 26th 
aed YOUR EARS OFF! 
inday, December 27th 
JOE SCHMOE’S PLACE 
Tuesday, December 28th 
TOM wrath tage S OPEN JAM 
ty. December 29th 


NICKY GL GLASSER BAND 





“Friendly Irish Bar” 
Steve Morse, 
» Globe Calendar 


Fri. Dec. 24 


CHRISMAS EVE 
6PM MUSIC AT FRONT BAR 


Sun. Dec. 26 


MICHAEL HAYES 


Tees. Dec 28 


OPEN MIC 











Success 
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Cambridge. Who She Be 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Musical May- 
hem” with DJ Jynx 

FRAN’S PLACE, Lynn. Retro with DJ John 
B 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. Little Red & the Rid- 
ers. 

GLENN’S RESTAURANT & COOL BAR, 
Newburyport. Roll & Tumble Trio. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Dave Foley. 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Pres- 
sure Cooker. 

HIBERNIA, Boston. “Say Word” with DJ 
C.T.O. 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Another 
Planet. 

IRISH EMBASSY PUB, Boston. Machinery 
Hall. 

JIMMY O’KEEFE’S, Maiden. Daze Hill. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Brian Templeton. 
JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Open Mic” 
with John Burrows. 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Good 
Karma,” gay night with host Misery. 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. “Open Mic.” 
LAVA BAR, Boston. “Fuel,” house with DJ 
Justin Hoffman. 

M-80, Boston. N.Y. House with DJ Eddy K 
MARKETPLACE CAFE, Boston. Bombay 
Jim & the Swinging Sapphires 

MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Meat De- 
pressed, Humbuck Squash, Coopers. 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Dark- 
buster, Razor Wire, Tommy & the Terrors, In 
Harm's Way. Downstairs: Rn’ S, Individual, 
Black Spiders, Naughty Soldiers, Deaf 
Poets, Rege, Cleverness, Queen. Comer: 
“Belly Dancing.” 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Nicky 
Glasser Band. 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Solaris,” elec- 
tronica with DJs Brother Cleve and Mark 
Flynn plus special guest MacGyver. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Modern 
Living” with DJ Raffi 

O’BRIENS, Aliston. Moto Cops 2000, 
Austen's Dead, Breeding Ground. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Hump,” 
deep house, trance, techno, and more with 
DJs Caseroc and Shalako. 

PLAYHOUSE LOUNGE, Boston. Misterioso 
Jazz Quartet. 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad Art 
Ensemble. 

RYLES, Cambridge. “Brazilian Night.” 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “It,” house, hip 
hop, R&B, and reggae with DJ Bruno 

THE TAP, Boston. Bruce Jacques. 

TOWN LINE LOUNGE, Maiden. Little Wal- 
ter's Time Machine. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Greek 
Night.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. Sa- 
cred Raisin Cakes, Azurtech. 

TUA NUA, Boston. “Radio.” 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally’s Stepchil- 
dren. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Leo Blanco. 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “Early Bird 
Biues” with Rick “King” Russell. 


THURSDAY 30 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ARIA, Boston. Eurohaus and Latin house 
with DJs Eddy K and J.C. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “International 
Thursdays,” Eurohaus with DJ Manolo. In 
the Playhouse Latin Lounge: at 10 p.m., 
Latin and international music with DJ Antho- 
ny. 

AXIS, Boston. Downstairs: at 10 p.m., 
“Chrome,” house, progressive house, and 
trance with DJs John Debo and Buro Ajami. 
Upstairs: at 10 p.m., “Bar 13,” soul, phunk, 
and house with DJ Chaos. 

BAYOU BLUES CAFE, Cambridge. Monica 
Lynk Trio. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “The Underground” 
with DJ Mark Hamilton plus special guests 
Orbit, Warren Commission, Favorite Atomic 
Hero. 

BISHOP’S PUB, Boston. 
Hip.” 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. “Open 
Mic” with Jabberwocky 

5OB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Nat Simpkins 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front Room: 
“Irish Seisiun.” 

CAFFE ITALIA, East Boston. Al Vega & 
Dave Landoni. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers, 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Ronnie Earl, 
Paul Rishell & Annie Raines. 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Tango Night.” 


“Jazz from the 





Jacques 


Bere sonra INN, Concord. John Fitzsim- 


NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 
+ RESERVATIONS CALL 
KRIS 426-8902 


OPEN UNTIL 2 AM 
NEW YEARS EVE. 


426-8902 © 79 Broadway 
"Re hind the Radison Hotel 


mons. 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. Joint Chiefs 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Classic 
Trax 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Ron Levy's Wild Kingdom. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Funkalicious” 
with DJ G-Squared. 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jason James Band 
GLENN’S RESTAURANT & COOL BAR, 
Newburyport. Curtis Jerome Haynes. 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Mickey Bones & 
the Jump Crew. 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting Vinnies. 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. “Latin 
Night.” 

H20, Boston. “The Dorm,” NYC house, 
disco, hip hop, reggae, and R&B with DJ 
Timmy D. 

HIBERNIA, Boston. “Spectrum” with DJ Kid 
Ray 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Soulive 
JAKE IVORY’S, Boston. Josh Nelson, Paul 
Levesque. 

JAMES’S GATE, Jamaica Plain. “Open Mic” 
with Alice Rouse. 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Johnny A. 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Jazz Jam” 
with John Stone's Jazz Trio 

JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Undercover. 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Speed,” hip hop and R&B with DJ Chaos. In 
the Mambo Lounge: at 10 p.m., house with 
DJ Johnny Scrofani. 

LAVA BAR, Boston. “The Underground,” 
hip hop and soul with DJ Essential. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Gypsy Me- 
chanics, Lucky 57, Cash Money & the Jet- 
Setters 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester. 
“Firefighters Benefit” with Clutch Grabwell, 
Odds, Chillum, Garrison, Prize Fighter, 
Deal, Nines. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Ran- 
dom Road Mother, Curb Feeler, Fuzzy 
Pinks. Downstairs: Dispaten, Sweet Mama 
Thunder, Three. Corner: Board of Educa- 
tion. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain 
New Year's Masquerade Ball.” 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Shannon 
Wright, Blake Hazard. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Down- 
tempo Lounge” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
NARROWS CENTER FOR THE ARTS, Fall 
River. “Open Mic” with Mitch Hallal. 
O’BRIENS, Allston. Fuzzy Pinks, Federal 
Twist. 

PARKER’S BAR, Boston. Rose Jamieson. 
PAZZALUNA, Saugus. “Retroactive,” ‘70s 
and ‘80s hits with DJ Billy Costa. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Ele- 
ments,” drum n’ bass with DJs Crook and 
Lenore, 

PLAYHOUSE LOUNGE, Boston. Tom 
Bianchi. 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Fire Cat. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Jim Plun- 
kett. 

REGATTABAR, Cambridge. John Payne 
Quartet & Sax Choir. 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 
Cambridge. Reggae with DJ Bim Sound 
THE ROXY, Boston. “The Latin Quarter,” 
salsa and merengue. 

SIDNEY’S GRILLE, Cambridge. Paul 
Combs Trio 

THE TAP, Boston. Gordie Milne. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Aquarela,” Brazilian night with DJ Marcello 
Malcher; “Reunion Night” with DJ Zino. 
Fourth floor: “Young Professionals Club.” 
T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Beverage, Huck, Charcoal Lavage, tabb. 
TUA NUA, Boston. Top-40 and hip hop with 
DJ Tim Collins. 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “Atomic 
Lounge,” swing dancing with DJ Big Daddy. 
VENU, Boston. “Platinum” with DJ Fuma. 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. “Latin Jazz.” 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Langford 
Quartet. 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. Danny Tucker, 
Vibe Tribe. 
YESTERDAYS/SOUNDSTAGE, Boston. 
“Liquid” with DJs Chris DeSimone and Jynx. 


comedy 
ee ag 


THURSDAY 23 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. “Sit- 
com.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. “The R- 
Rated Hypnotist, ” Frank Santos. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “Thursday 
Night Fights” starring Tim Mcintyre. 
IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston. “Im- 
prov Night.” 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. Kevin 
Knox, Dave Russo, Johnny K. 


SUNDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. At 
2 p.m., “ImprovBoston.” 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Bloody 
Mayhem 


“Queer 





Comii 





Nw cate 5 


~MUDHENS 


fim 2ZOOOII!I Scary Wagon, The Rockett Band, Another Planet, 
Marie's Children, Jennifer Tefft, Borderiand Allstars, Swinging Steaks, Missin Joe, 
Laurie Geltman, Dr. Awkward, Sunflower, Northstreet and Mi 


V VAY VAY Mm Uli ioli tt atotelsile- bad tomishaial| 


TUESDAY 28 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Paul 


Nardizzi, Robbie Printz. 


WEDNESDAY 29 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Don 
Gavin. 


THURSDAY 30 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. “Sit- 
com. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. “The R- 
Rated Hypnotist,” Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “Thursday 
Night Fights” starring Tim Mcintyre 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston. “Im- 
prov Night.” 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. Tony V., 
Dave Russo, Jim Coliton 

SOMERVILLE THEATRE, Somerville. 
Jimmy Tingle 


concerts 
(POPULAR 


WEDNESDAY 29 
BARENAKED LADIES AND TAL BACH- 
MAN perform at 7:30 p.m. at Worcester's 
Centrum Centre, 50 Foster St., Worcester. 
Tickets $27.50-$35; 228-6000. 

J. GEILS BAND perform at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Orpheum Theatre, 1 Hamilton Pl., Boston. 
Tickets $39.50; 931-2000. 


THURSDAY 23 

BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART presents a “Hol- 
iday Pops” program Thurs. at 3 and 7:30 
p.m., Fri at noon, Sun. at 3 and 7:30 p.m., 
and Mon. through next Thurs. at 7:30 p.m. at 
Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. 
Tickets $18-$65; 266-1200 


FRIDAY 24 

BRIAN JONES performs organ music at 
12:15 p.m. at Trinity Church, Copley Sq., 
Boston. Donations accepted; 536-7545. 
“CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT MUSI- 
CAL SERVICE” is at 4:45 p.m. at the 
Church of the New Jerusalem, 50 Quincy 
St., Cambridge. Free; 864-4552. 
“CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SER- 
VICES” are at 5, 7, and 9 p.m. at Arlington 
Street Church, 351 Boylston St., Boston. 
Free; 536-7050. 

“TRINITY CHURCH EUCHARIST AND 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT” is at 4 p.m., fol- 
lowed by Prelude Music and Eucharist at 
10:30 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal Church, 81 
Elm St., Concord. Donations accepted; 
(978) 369-3715 

BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs. 


SUNDAY 26 

BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs. 


MONDAY 27 

BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs. 


TUESDAY 28 

LIBER UNUSUALIS perform “Songs of 
Hope & Redemption from the Middle Ages” 
at 12:15 p.m. at King’s Chapel, School and 
Tremont Sts., Boston. Free; 227-2155. 
BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs. 


WEDNESDAY 29. 
BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs. 


THURSDAY 30 

BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA CONDUCT- 
ED BY KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
previous Thurs. 


dance 
PERFORMANCE 


THURSDAY 23 

BOSTON BALLET performs The Nutcrack- 
er Thurs, at 2 and 7:30 p.m., Fri. at noon, 
Sun. at 1 and 5:30 p.m., Mon. at 7:30 p.m., 
and Tues. through next Thurs. at 2 and 7:30 
p.m. at the Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont St., 
Boston. Tickets $12-$59; (800) 447-7400. 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE per- 
forms The Nutcracker Thurs. at 7:30 p.m., 
Fri. at 2 p.m., and Sun. at 2 and 6:30 p.m. at 
the Emerson Majestic Theatre, 219 Tremont 
St., Boston. Tickets $9-$29; 824-8000. 


FRIDAY 24 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs. 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. See 
listing for Thurs. 


SUNDAY 26 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. See 
listing for Thurs. 


Continued on page 12 
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ithe ' shods 


New Years Eve 
Friday December 31, 1999 


& LJ . 21+ $30 admission includes 
l CET) Mm) { : TY ' buffet, champagne toast & party favors 


with 


10 Brookline St., y tees a The Best Live 
Cambridge, MA eae New Music Club 


phe 18+ the Bear's in Cambridge 


fireworks display! doy December 33 | TT's would like to thank 
Champagne Toast 7:30 of “Pe ae | all of the bands and 
ie Witiay gre! ) | oo (oe ans for their generosity 
aes Tare m Cel m@miilel diate 
The Neats Reunion 


ee uae Must be 21 years old. Sorry, tickets are & Te rry H fetal ley 
, Memorial/Benefit a huge 


non-refundable. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard, & American Express. : 
success. Special thanks 


Boston Harbor Cruises 
For more information and reservations call: to Redbones Barbecue, 
Phil & A.A. Busch 


(617) 227-4321 relate M@-Vilelati(oam Qelory ie] B 


www.bostonharborcruises.com 
Visit TT’s Website http://www.mindspring.com/~ttthebears * Call 492-0082 


: and Sbuloos @idni ght 


/ wonder what furk bande ae 


playing in Cambridge 
tonight? 


www.bostonphoenix.com 


the what’s where and when. online. 
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| 
CONNEC TION BRAM GUn ES 


FANEUIL HALL | @ 75 State Street 


7pm 
& 9pm 


ANTHONY 


FRANK 
SANTOS 


The R-Rated Hypnotist 


Waw comedy comnccethonmbostomcom 


“A first-rate cast of quick thinking, 
funny actors... remarkable.” 


QND Thon, 


WAAL happenecl? 


You fell 


aN spihesteat 


e Sketct 


Look for the Phoenix Literary Section 
the Last Thursday of Every Month! 


PALACE 
1-888-TO-LAUGH 


DEC 25 9pm 


Tl od OUTS 
HOLIDAY 
SHOW 


STAR OF 
CONAN 


R RATED HYPNOTIST 


TL 
OF LAUGHTER 


PATRICE GIFT 
O'NEAL | CERTIFICATES 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 
AA) JOEY & 
2 GREAT SHO MARIA'S 


R RATED HYPNOTIST 
Ea te| Ae WACKY 
COMEDY SHOW WEDDING 
PI Ayae| JAN 28 


FASTBREAK play an all-ages show with + ae, Bane, and Diecast at Karma on Monday. 


Continued from page 10 


MONDAY 27 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs 


TUESDAY 28 


BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 29 


BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs 
THURSDAY 30 


BOSTON BALLET. See listing for previous 
Thurs 


PARTICIPATORY 


THURSDAY 23 
BEGINNERS’ TWO-STEP DANCE is every 
Thurs. at 6:30 p.m. at Carpenters Dance Hall, 
1 Southville Rd., Southborough. Tickets $7 
(508) 485-2040 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES are 
Thurs. at 8 p.m. at Vincent's Nightclub, 6 
Billings St., Randolph, and Fri. and Sat. at 8 
p.m. at the Village Green, Rte. 1 North, Dan- 
vers. Tickets $5-$7; (978) 443-8131 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL FOLK 
DANCE is at 8 p.m. at First Unitarian Church 
404 Concord Ave., Belmont. Tickets $6; 491- 
6083 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW Hall, 688 
Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 354- 
1340 

SALSA AND MERENGUE DANCING is from 
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Ryles Jazz Club (sec- 
ond floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 
Tickets $7-$12; 876-9330 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 8 p.m 
with a beginners’ dance at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Universalist Church, 211 Bridge St., Salem 
Tickets $2; (978) 745-2229 


REGATTABAR 


at The Charts Hotel Harvard Sq (617)651-5000 
BEST JAZZ BAR 


30 Dec Thu 8 HN PA $9.99 


THE JOHN PAYNE 
QUARTET & SAX CHOIR 


IN REGATTABAR: 31 Dec ETAL $150 


HEAVY 


IN HENRIETTA'S: 31 Dec Fri 1:20arn: $100 

& HIS 

ATORS 
5 Jan Wed 8:30pm: $10 


ANNI CLARK 


Jan Thu 8:30) 


THE PETER F PARCEK 
Eee 


for tickets and information call 


Concertix (617)876-7777 


www.concertix.com 


FRIDAY 24 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8 p.m. at Dance Stu- 
dio, 466 Franklin St., Melrose. Tickets $7 
840-2362 

BECO 2000 BRAZILIAN DANCE PARTY is 
at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 
212 Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets $8; 
876-9330 

BEGINNERS’ LINE DANCE is at 8 p.m. at 
Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 Southville Rd 
Southborough. Tickets $6; (508) 485-2040 
DANCE FRIDAY is a smoke- and alcohol- 
free, barefoot, freestyle dance from 8:30 p.m 
to midnight at 23 Main St. in Watertown Sq 
Tickets $5; 924-7276 

SWING CITY is at 7:30 p.m. at the VFW Hall 
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $10, $7 
for students; 277-3777 

DICK SYATT'S SINGLES DANCES. See 
listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 25 
BEGINNERS’ ARGENTINE TANGO DANC- 
ING is at 2:30 p.m. at the First Unitarian 
Church, 3 Church St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10; 868-7331 

BEGINNERS’ SALSA, MERENGUE, 
BOLERO is at 5:30 p.m. at the First Unitarian 
Church, 3 Church St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10; 868-7331 

CHRISTMAS CONTRAS AND SQUARES is 
at 8:30 p.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church 
17 Clark St., Belmont. Tickets $6; (781) 324- 
7355 

PATTERN DANCE LESSON is at 7 p.m. at 
Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 Southville Rd 
Southborough. Tickets $8; (508) 485-2040 
RYLES DANCE HALL is at 9 p.m. at Ryles 
Jazz Club (second floor), 212 Hampshire St 
Cambridge. Tickets $12; 876-9330. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES. See 
listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 26 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING is from 


f your. 
apart ent isn't 


tet 


fod one 
= 


The Phoenix Classifieds work for you. 


Thurs 12/23 
Karin Parker & 
Her New Band 
Pri 12/24 
Ne Band 
Sat 12/25 
Closed Merry X-mas 





? ned The Bluehemians. 
Call for more information. 


WWE COM SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH »* t0am - 3pm 


INMAN SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE 
876-9330 


7:30 to 11 p.m. with instruction at 7 p.m. at the 
Stratton Student Center (second floor), MIT 
84 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $1; 253- 
FOLK 

ISRAEL! FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m. at 
Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 Mt. Auburn St 

Cambridge. Tickets $3, $2 for students; 254- 
HORA 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 23 
Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $4; 325- 
6657 

TWO-STEP DANCE is at 7 p.m. at Carpen- 
ters Dance Hall, 1 Southville Rd., Southbor- 
ough. Tickets $7; (508) 485-2040 


MONDAY 27 

BALKAN DANCE CLASS is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Green Street Studio, 185 Green St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $12; 840-2362 

GREEK FOLK DANCING is from 7 to 9 p.m 
at the Taxiarchae Greek Orthodox Church, 25 
Bigelow Ave., Watertown. Tickets $10; 364- 
2599 

ISRAEL! FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m. at 
Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 Harvard Ave 
Brookline. Tickets $4, $3 for students; 776- 
8327 

LINE DANCE is at 7 p.m. at Carpenters 
Dance Hall, 1 Southville Rd., Southborough 


* Tickets $7; (508) 485-2040 


NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND CON- 
TRAS features music by Yankee Ingenuity at 
7:30 p.m. at Scout House, 74 Walden St 
Concord. Tickets $6; (781) 272-0396 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 7:45 
to 10:30 p.m. at the Central Square YWCA, 7 
Temple St., Cambridge. Tickets $6; 484- 
0950 


TUESDAY 28 

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY TUESDAY 
SERIES is from 8 to 10:30 p.m. at Old Cam- 
bridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge. Tickets $6, $3 for students and 
seniors; 354-1340 

CONTRA DANCE is from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m 
at the MIT Student Center, 84 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge. Free; 253-FOLK 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 7:30 to 
10 p.m. at First Church Unitarian Universalist 
Centre and Eliot Sts., Jamaica Plain. Tickets 
$5; (781) 891-3296 

FOLK DANCING BY THE FOUNTAIN is 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at Copley Square Park, 
Boston. Free; 491-6084 


WEDNESDAY 29 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. at Park Ave. Congregational 
Church, Paul Revere Rd., Arlington Heights. 
Tickets $6, $3 for students; 354-1340 
ISRAEL! DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. with instruc- 
tion at 7 p.m. at the Stratton Student Center's 
Sala de Puerto Rico (second floor), MIT, 84 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; 253-FOLK 
SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANC- 
ING is at 8 p.m. at Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 
Southville Rd., Southborough. Tickets $7; 
(508) 485-2040, 


THURSDAY 30 
BEGINNERS’ TWO-STEP DANCE. See list- 
ing for previous Thurs. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES. See 
listing for previous Thurs 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL FOLK 
DANCE. See listing for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous Thurs 
SALSA AND MERENGUE DANCING. See 
listing for previous Thurs. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See listing 
for previous Thurs. 


events 
eR, 


FRIDAY 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLES AND CAR- 
OLS SERVICE is at 6:30 p.m. at Park Street 
Church, 1 Park Street, Boston. Free; 523- 
3383, 


SUNDAY 26 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN SPEC- 
TACULAR MAGIC COMPANY” includes 
classic stage illusions, music, comedy, and 
dance at 3 p.m. at the Cabot St. Cinema The- 
atre, 286 Cabot St., Beverly. Tickets $15, $10 
for ages 12 and under; (978) 927-3677 


TUESDAY 28 

“AN INTRODUCTION TO WATERCOLOR 
PAINTING” is at 6 p.m. at Harvest Co-op 
Market, 581 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; 
661-1580 

WINE TASTING SERIES WITH LORENZO is 
at 6 and 8 p.m. at Les Zygomates, 129 South 
St., Boston. Tickets $25; 542-5108 


WEDNESDAY 29 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF 
ASTRONOMY OBSERVATORY OPEN 
NIGHT features assistance from BU as- 
tronomers at 7:30 p.m. at Boston University 
College of Arts and Sciences, 725 Comm 
Ave., Boston. Free; 353-2630 


fairs 
ee ee 


THURSDAY 23 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR is Thurs. from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Fri 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at First Unitarian 
Church, 3 Church St., Cambndge. Free; (413) 
625-9779 


FRIDAY 24 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR. See listing for Thurs. 


THURSDAY 23 

JEFF WILLIAMS reads from his The Un- 
known Priestess at noon at the Harvard 
Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; 
499-2000 


SUNDAY 26 

“THE AMAZON SLAM” with host Ren Jen- 
der is at 8 p.m. at Ryles, 212 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $7; 876-9330 


talks 
ee 


SUNDAY 26 

“ACTING OUT AND ACTING UP: SCENAR- 
10S FOR A MILLENNIAL REIGN” is a lec- 
ture by Joan McDonald and David Carl Olson 
at 11 a.m. at Community Church of Boston, 
565 Boylston St., Boston. Free; 266-6710 


TUESDAY 28 

THOMAS DOWSE BIOGRAPHICAL WALK- 
ING TOUR is at 2 p.m. at Mt. Auburn Ceme- 
tery, 580 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge. Free; 
547-7105 


benefits 
hoe 


THURSDAY 23 
MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION HOLIDAY 
BENEFIT features music by Debbie Redline 
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Hard Rock Cafe, 131 
Clarendon St., Boston. Tickets $10; 451- 
9474 





| 





galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is free 
unless otherwise noted. In addition to the 
hours listed here, many galleries are open 
by appointment. Galleries are in Boston, ex- 
cept where indicated otherwise. Galleries 
with photo exhibitions are listed under Pho- 
tography 
NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
ALFRED J. WALKER FINE ART (247- 
1319), 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent collection fea- 
tures American and Continental paintings 
and drawings of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Through Dec. 27: watercolors by Robert G 
Manice 
ALIANZA CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS 
(262-2385), 154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 2: “Jerry Berta Diner Show.” 
ALPHA GALLERY (536-4465), 14 Newbury 
St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “John Atkin: Pendulum Re- 
liefs 
AMERICAN ROYAL ARTS ANIMATION 
ART GALLERY (424-0640), 166 Newbury 
St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun 
noon-6 p.m. Ongoing exhibitions of cellu- 
loids and drawings used in the production of 
cartoons and animated films 
ARDEN GALLERY (247-0610), 129 New- 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
works by Jean Larson 
ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON (262-1223) 
700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 19 
“Stamp Art and Artists’ Stamps.” 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (262- 
4490), 10 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “Paper 
Prayers 11: The 11th Hour.” Through Jan. 8 
works by Julian Opie 
BARTON-RYAN GALLERY (867-0662), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: paintings by 
Stanley Bielen 
BETH URDANG GALLERY (424-8468), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 8: paintings by Glen 
Holland 
CAMELOT GALLERY (800-956-5618), 221 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat:, 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Features over 100 
limited edition canvas lithographs by 
Thomas Kinkade 
CHAPPELL GALLERY (236-2255), 14 
Newbury St., Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 8: “Yoshihiko Taka- 
hashi: Hollow Glass.” 
CHASE GALLERY (859-7222), 129 New- 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 27: paintings by 
Jill Hoy 
COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON (536- 
5049), 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
award winners exhibit; small works exhibit. 
CREIGER-DANE GALLERY (536-8088), 36 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Susan Rothen- 
berg and Marino Marini: Metaphor and 
Meaning.” 
ECLIPSE GALLERY (247-6730), 167 New- 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Through Jan. 1: paintings by Jan Searle. 
EXOTICAR MODEL GALLERY (267-8368), 
114 Newbury St., Boston. Call for hours. On- 
going: automotive art, novelty clothing, col- 
lectibles, die-cast models, and exotic cars. 
GALLERY 79 (262-5918), 79 Newbury St 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 14: “Sacred Space.” 
HARCUS GALLERY (451-3221), 6 Melrose 
St., Boston. Call for hours. Ongoing: Boston 
Group Artists show 
HOWARD YEZERSKi GALLERY (262- 
0550), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “Paper 
Prayers 11: The 11th Hour.” Through Dec. 
24: “Dante Marioni: Glass”; “Susan Flores 
Writing Desks.” 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY 
(375-0076), 205 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 am.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 31: “The Last Poster Show of 
the Millennium.” 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (437-1518) 
130 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “The Millen- 
nium Show,” featuring Jason Berger. 
JUST AFRICA GALLERY (536-1648), 201 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: contem- 
porary stone sculptures by major and 
emerging artists from Zimbabwe, including 
works by Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman 
Zinyeka 
KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (266-2475), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: re- 
volving exhibit featuring works by Lisa 
Houck, Nancy Wagner, and others. 
KINGDOM FINE ARTS (266-1997), 173 
Mass. Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
7 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Art to the Nines.” 
MERCURY GALLERY (859-0054), 8 New- 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan 
2: paintings by Jon Marshall 
MILLER BLOCK GALLERY (536-4650), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 5: group show 
NIELSEN GALLERY (266-4835), 179 New- 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “35th Anniver- 
sary Exhibition.” 
PEPPER GALLERY (236-4497), 38 New- 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 








































freee ike 
VILA FRANCA DE XIRA is part of “Jason Berger: Bridge to the 21st Century,” on 


display through January 29 at Judi Rotenberg Gallery. 


5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Transmissions 
from the Schottensumpfkunftig.” 

POTTERY WORKSHOP (354-5287), 46 
Gloucester St., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 1: paintings by Sue Carlin 
PUCKER GALLERY (267-9473), 171 New- 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 
5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 6 
works by David Aronson 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY (266- 
3321), 38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Currently on view: 19th and 
20th Century American and European paint- 
ings, drawings, and sculptures 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (267-7997), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 23: works by Alvin 
Booth 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (266- 
1810), 175 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 2: “Polymer Clay.” 

— In the Window, First Floor. Through Dec 
31: Christmas Ornaments and Holiday 
Items 

UPSTAIRS AT JOHNSON’S (536-4065), 
355 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sat., 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Through 
Dec. 29: “Clerk Works.” 

VIA GALLERY (424-6200), 38 Newbury St., 
5th Fl. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: works by Frank Okada. 


SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (357-4212), 560 Harrison Ave., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat 
11 am.-5 p.m. Permanent collection fea- 
tures rare and scholarly books in the fine 
arts. 

BERENBERG GALLERY (536-0800), 4 
Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 22: “Fins, Furs, and 
Feathers.” 

BERNARD TOALE GALLERY (482-2477) 
450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “Yukiko 
Nakamura: Wool & Cotton Thread.” 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS Mills 
Gallery (426-5000), 539 Tremont St 
Boston. Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 7- 
10 p.m. Through Jan. 16: “Strings, Things, 
and Pictures,” installation by Sheila Pepe 
CLIFFORD-SMITH GALLERY (695-0255) 
450 Harrison Ave., 3rd Fi., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 am.- 5 p.m. Through Dec. 23 
“450.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (423-4299), 300 Summer St 
Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 23: “Say It with 
Flowers.” 

GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (426- 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 5 
“Wood, Clay, Foam & Stuff.” 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
(442-8204) 2164 Washington St., Boston 
Wed.-Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
“Yoruba Heads.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (423-4113), 37 
Thayer St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 15: “Liz Marran: Twice Re- 
moved.” 

MOBIUS (542-7416), 354 Congress St 
Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 24: “Relax!” installation by lain Machel 
PIANO FACTORY GALLERY (437-9365), 
791 Tremont St., Boston. Fri., 6-8 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: works 
by Paul Goodnight 


SOUTH STREET 

MARIO DIACONO (350-3054), 207 South 
St., Boston. Wed.-Fri., noon-5 p.m.; Sat., 1- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: works by Eric Fis- 
chi. Through Dec. 24: “Ross Bleckner: A 
New Painting.” 


DOWNTOWN 


ARCHITECTS BUILDING GALLERY (800- 


662-1235, ext. 221) 52 Broad St., Boston 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28 
‘Landmark American Bridges of the 21st 
Century 

ASIAN AMERICAN BANK & TRUST COM- 
PANY (695-2800), 68 Harrison Ave 
Boston. Call for hours. Through Dec. 27 
‘Stephanie Chang: Toy Story.” 

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF BOSTON 
(973-3453), 600 Atlantic Ave., Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec. 24: N.E 
Watercolor Society Members Exhibit 
HIBERNIA (292-3085), 25 Kingston 
St.,Boston. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-2 a.m.; Sat 
8 p.m.-2 a.m. Through Jan. 5: “Constructing 
Time,” mixed media installation 
SIGNATURE FINE ART & CRAFTS Grohe 
Gallery (227-4885), Dock Sq., 24 North St 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun 
noon-7 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Christmas 
Ornament and Hanukah Menorah Exhibi- 
tion.” 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (345- 
0033), 101 Arch St. Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Polymer 
Clay.” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ALLSTON SKIRT GALLERY (254-7027) 
129 Braintree St., Allston. Wed.-Sat., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: “Audio Visual.” 
ARTISTS FOR HUMANITY (737-2455), 
288-300 A St., 2nd Fl., South Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 9. a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 1: “The Viet- 
nam War Experience/Veterans Art.” 

ARTS & MORE (522-0089), 31 Germania 
St., Jamaica Plain. Daily, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m 
Ongoing: works by Henry DeLeon, Roy 
Kavetsky, J. Gregory Cisneros, Michael 
Shores, and others. 

ELIAS FINE ART (783-1888), 120 Braintree 
St., Rear, Allston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “Michael Byron: Objects of 
Contemplation.” 

KOUGEAS GALLERY (569-9317), 88 White 
St., East Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 2-6 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “Explicit.” 

REVOLVING MUSEUM (439-8617), 288- 
300 A St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., noon-6 p.m. 
Thurs. until 8 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Danny 
O: Out of the Box.” Through Dec. 30: “Inner 
Workings.” 

A STRONG CUP OF COFFEE (282-3500) 
112 Stoughton St., Dorchester. Mon., 
7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Tues.-Fri., 7 a.m.-7 p.m 
Sat., 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Liz 
Carey: Images of Upham’s Corner.” 

WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
(325-3147), 1961 Centre St., West Roxbury 
Mon., Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Tues.-Wed 
10 am.-6 p.m.; Fri-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: paintings by John Lo- 
bosco 


CAMBRIDGE/ 
SOMERVILLE/ 
WATERTOWN 
BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY (776-3410), 1 
Fitchburg St., Somerville. Thurs., 2-7 p.m 
Fri.-Sun., noon-5 p.m Through Dec. 23: “The 
December Store.” 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL Gallery 57 
(349-4380), 57 Inman St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs 
Through Dec. 31: “Barbara Ross: Fooling 
with Mother Nature.” 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER (577-1400), 41 Second St., Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: “Courage and Resiliency: Cambodi- 
an Women in America.” 

CLUB PASSIM, (492-7679), 47 Palmer St., 
Harvard Sq., Cambridge. Daily, 11 am.- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 9: “Millennial Dreams.” 
GALLERY BERSHAD (629-9400), 99 Dover 
St., Somerville. Wed.-Thurs., Sun., noon- 
6 p.m.; Fri-Sat., noon-8 p.m. Through Jan 
30: One Year Anniversary Show.” Through 
Dec. 31: “Ghosts and Shadows,” paintings 
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and prints by Gale Fulton Ross 

MIDDLE EAST (864-EAST), 472 Mass 
Ave.,Cambridge. Call for hours. Through 
Jan. 1: works by Mark Grundig and Asa 
Brebner 

OUT OF THE BLUE STUDIOS (354-5287) 
168 Brookline St., Cambridge. Cail for hours 
Through Jan. 1: Christmas Show 
UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY (876 
0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “Transparency and Struc- 
ture: Landscape and the Natural Order.” 

US TRUST CENTRAL SQUARE BRANCH 
(354-5287), 617 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 1: paintings by 
Jorge Fraske 

WAINWRIGHT BANK (349-4380), 1 Broad- 
way, Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m- 
4:30 p.m. Through Jan. 14: works by Hiroko 
Lee. 

BROOKLINE/ 
NEWTON 

AU BON PAIN COOLIDGE CORNER (354- 
5287), 288 Harvard St., Brookline. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 1: paintings by Laura 
Baltzell 

BOSTON SCULPTORS AT CHAPEL 
GALLERY (244-4039), 60 Highland St 
West Newton. Wed.-Sun., 1-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: group show. 
LEVENTHAL-SIDMAN JEWISH COMMU- 
NITY CENTER Starr Gallery (558-6485), 
333 Nahanton St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs. 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sun., 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 6-9 p.m 
Through Feb. 20: “Contemporary Jewish 
Artists.” 

LYMAN-EYER GALLERY (964-3470), 1347 
Washington St., West Newton. Tues.-Fri., 4- 
8 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: paintings by Pat 
Mattina 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (552-7145), 330 
Homer St., Newton Centre. Mon.-Thurs 
9 am.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 am-6 p.m.; Sat 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 29: watercolors by Nicholas O'Connell 
“Changing Environments,” drawings and 
paintings by Harriet Spleth 

SIGNATURE FINE ART & CRAFTS (332- 
7749), 165 Boylston St., Chestnut Hill. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., noon-7 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Christmas Ornament and 
Hanukah Menorah Exhibition.” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 William 
St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-3 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Xmas Show.” 
VENTRESS LIBRARY (781-837-8091) 
Webster St., Marshfield. Mon.-Wed., 
9:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
works by Patricia Isaac & Donna Rossetti- 
Bailey 

ZULLO GALLERY (508-359-3711), 456A 
Main St., Medfield. Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 17: “In Ordinary Time.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 
ACACIA GALLERY (978-283-7200), 33 
Main St., Gloucester. Wed.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Though Dec. 31 
Holiday Show 

ARLINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Gibbs Gallery (781-648-6220), 41 Foster St. 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 28: “Artifacts: Past, Present, Future.” 
ART GUILD GALLERY (781-631-3791), 92 
Washington St., Marblehead. Mon.-Sat., 
11 am.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m.; Thurs., 5- 
9 p.m. Permanent displays include contem- 
porary realist, impressionist, and abstract 
paintings in watercolor, oil, and mixed 
media; modern wood sculpture. Through 
Jan. 3: group show 

BRUSH ART GALLERY (978-459-7819) 
256 Market St., Lowell. Tues.-Thurs 






11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun, noon-4 p.m. Through 
Jan. 30: “Bill Giavis: Survey of a Copley 
Master.” 

FIREHOUSE CENTER FOR THE PER- 
FORMING ARTS (978-462-7336), Market 
Sq., Newburyport. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 3 
Christmas Show 

LYNN HERITAGE STATE PARK VISI- 
TORS’ CENTER (781-598-1974), 590 
Washington St., Lynn. Wed.-Sun., 9:30 a.m 
4:30 p.m. Through Feb. 20: “Toward a Better 
Life: Mass. Workers and Their Unions.” 
MINGO GALLERY (978-927-5964), 252 
Cabot St., Beverly. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 14: “images from Ibiza 
works by Jim Latina 

OCMULGEE POTTERY AND GALLERY 
(978-356-0636), 317 High Street, Ipswich 
Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Holiday Traditions 
ROCKPORT ART ASSOCIATION (978 
546-6604), at the Old Tavern, 12 Main St 
Rockport. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: Christmas ex- 
hibit 

WENNIGER GALLERY (978-546-8116), 19 
Mt. Pleasant St., Rockport. Daily, 11 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 31: silk screen prints by 
Harry Shokler 


SUBURBS: WEST 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508- 
647-0179), 31 Main St., Natick. Mon.-Sat 
noon-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-2 p.m. Through 
Jan. 2: “Group Analogous 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), Mall at 
Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln Rd., Lincoln 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m; until 7 p.m. on 
Wed. Through Dec. 23: Salon Show 
DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781-863- 
1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Through Jan. 2: Holiday Show 


CAPE COD 
ADDISON HOLMES GALLERY (508-255- 
6200), 43 South Orleans Rd., Orleans. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 31: “Colors of Life 
FINE ARTS WORK CENTER Hudson D 
Walker Gallery (508-487-9960), 24 Pearl St 
Provincetown. Mon., Thurs.-Fri., 5-8 p.m 
Sat., noon-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Closed Dec. 24-30. Through Jan. 4 
group show 

PROVINCETOWN ART ASSOCIATION 
AND MUSEUM (508-487-1750), 460 Com- 
mercial St., Provincetown. Sat.-Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Through Jan. 9: members show 
SIGNATURE FINE ART & CRAFTS (508- 
539-0029), 10 Steeple St., Mashpee. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., noon-7 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Christmas Omament and 
Hanukah Menorah Exhibition.” 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MUSEUM 
(978-441-0400), 491 Dutton St., Lowell 
Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for seniors, stu- 
dents, and ages 6-16, free for ages 6 and 
under. The Museum houses the nation’s 
largest collection of artifacts and documents 
relating to America’s textile manufacture 
ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934-6634), 
189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Free. Permanent collection features Shaker 
furniture, prints, American paintings, and 
Japanese art. Through Jan. 9: works by 
Mark Cooper; “Ex Libris: Words and Texts” 
“Rotations: Books and Beyond.” 
BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VISITORS’ 
CENTER (522-9080), 30 Germania St., Ja- 
maica Plain. Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 p.m.; Sat 
at noon, 1 and 2 p.m. Admission $1. View 
two centuries of beer memorabilia, and learn 
about the brewing process. 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400) 
Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m.; Fri-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Art and Architecture tours offered 
Mon., 2:30 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 6:30 p.m 
Thurs. and Sat., 11 a.m 
— Johnson Building (ext. 425). Through Jan 
2: “Artists’ Books.” 
— Deferrari Hall (ext. 336). Through Dec 
31: “Dorchester Portraits Project.” 
— McKim Building (ext. 366). Through Jan 
14: “Mapping Boston.” 
BOSTON TEA PARTY MUSEUM (338- 
1773), Congress St. Bridge, Boston. Daily 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $6.50, $3.25 for 
children. A floating exhibit featuring a full- 
scale working replica of one of the ships in- 
volved in the infamous Boston Tea Party, a 
museum with theatres, the movie “Paul Re- 
vere Remembers,” and continuous group- 
participation reenactments 
BROADMOOR SANCTUARY (235-3929) 
Rte. 16, Natick. 600 acres of diverse habitat 
including historic mill sites, open from dawn 
to dusk. Solar-heated Nature Center open 
Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The Sanctuary also 
offers an array of natural history walks, owl 
prowls, and an ecological lecture series 
CAPE ANN HISTORICAL MUSEUM (978- 
283-0455), 27 Pleasant St., Gloucester 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, 
$3.50 for seniors, $2.50 for students. Perma- 
nent exhibitions include artifacts and pho- 
tographs from Cape Ann's history as a 19th- 
century fishing port, a library and archives 
specializing in Cape Ann's art history, and 
the nation’s largest collection of paintings by 
Fritz Hugh Lane 
CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HiS- 
TORY (800-479-3867), Rte. 6A, Brewster 
Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., 12:30- 
4:30 p.m. Admission $4, $2 for children. The 
Museum runs programs, walks, classes, and 
field schools on its three nature trails through 
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woodlands, salt marsh, unspoiled beach 
and Cape Cod’s largest herring run. Indoor 
exhibits represent the Cape's native sur- 
roundings, from reptiles and insects to 
shells, minerals, and fossils, and include 
both the Clarence Hay Library for natural 
history information and an on-site archaeolo- 
gy lab. Ongoing: “Secrets in the Sand: Solv- 
ing the Mystery of Wing Isiand.” 
CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (508-385- 
4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 6A, Dennis Vi- 
lage. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Admission $5; free for ages 16 and 
under and on Sat. before 1 p.m. The perma- 
nent collection features works by Ross Mof- 
fett, Arthur Diehl, William Paxton, Amold 
Geissbuhler, Oliver Newberry Chaffee, and 
Sig Purwin 
CAPTAIN FORBES HOUSE (696-1815) 
215 Adams St., Milton. Tues.-Thurs., Sun 
1-4 p.m. Admission $3, $1.50 for seniors 
students, and teachers, free for ages 12 and 
under. Through March 12: “Butterfly, Drag- 
on, and Endless Knot: Chinese Art for All.” 
CAROUSEL STATION (925-0472), 205 
Nantasket Ave. at the Wharf, Hull. Daily 
10 a.m.-9 p.m. The Station is a festival mu- 
seum complex centered around a 1928 
Paragon Carousel, and also includes a mu- 
seum about steamboats, hotels, and trains 
a gift shop, café, and visitors’ center 
CHARLES RIVER MUSEUM OF INDUS- 
TRY (781-893-5410), 154 Moody St 
Waltham. Thurs., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
by appointment. Admission $4, $2 for stu- 
dents and seniors. Exhibits explore the in- 
dustrial revolution, technology, and innova- 
tion, including “The Textile Mill,” “The Auto 
Plant,” “The Watch Factory,” “Going to 
Work,” and “The Employment Office.” Guid- 
ed tours include machine demonstrations 
CHESTERWOOD (413-298-3579), off Rte 
183, Stockbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $6.50, teens $3.50, children $1.50 
Chesterwood is the located on the grounds 
of the summer estate of Daniel Chester 
French, sculptor of the Lincoln Memorial 
Tours of the studio, residence, museum, and 
garden given daily 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (426-6500), 300 
Congress St., Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Fri. until 9 p.m. Admission $7, $6 for children 
over two and seniors, $2 for one year-olds 
Admission $1 on Fri. from 5 to 9 p.m. Free 
parent-child activities include “Come Sing 
and Dance” at 11 a.m. on Wed. and Fri., “Ex- 
plore and Discover Together” at 2 p.m. on 
Wed., and “New Balance Climb,” ongoing 
Current exhibits include: “Boats Afloat,” fea- 
turing an 800-gallon Channel tank; “Under 
the Dock,” a giant-scale simulated underwa- 
ter landscape with a 14’ fiberglass lobster 
“Build It!,” a mock neighborhood market in 
Boston; “Japanese House,” a two-story 
house from Kyoto; and “Teen Tokyo,” an ex- 
hibit about fashion, food, sports, music, and 
family life of Japanese youth. Through Feb 
27: “Can You Tell Me How to Get to Sesame 
Street?” 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN EASTON (508- 
230-3789), 9 Sullivan Ave., North Easton 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $3.50, free for children 
under one. A “learning playground” that fea- 
tures hands-on activities like giant kaleido- 
scope, sand table, performance center 
Moon room, Kidsclinic, Parents Resource 
Room, and more. 
CODMAN HOUSE (781-259-8843), Cod- 
man Rd., Lincoln. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m 
Admission $4, $3.50 for seniors, $2 for ages 
6-12. A Gregorian-style house built in 1740 
with furnishings that reflect a layering of time 
periods. Includes decorative schemes of 
Ogden Codman, Jr., a hidden Italian garden 
and an English cottage garden. Tours every 
hour on the hour 
COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (727-9268) 
220 Morrissey Blvd., Columbia Point 
Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free admission. Through Oct 
31, 2000: “The Archaeology of the Central 
Artery Project: Highway to the Past.” Ongo- 
ing: “Toward a Better Life: Massachusetts 
Workers and Their Unions.” 
CONCORD MUSEUM (978-369-9609), 200 
Lexington Rd., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $4 for students, $3 for children 
Exhibits of furniture and decorative art ob- 
jects documenting domestic life in Concord 
from 1635-1890. On display are Paul Re- 
vere’s lantern from the Old North Church 
and belongings of Emerson and Thoreau 
Through Jan. 3: “Family Trees: Generations 
of Storytelling.” Ongoing: “Why Concord?” a 
permanent exhibition of Concord’s history 
CUSHING HOUSE MUSEUM (978-462- 
8621), 98 High St., Newburyport Tues.-Fri 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Admis- 
sion $4, $1.50 for ages 12 and under. Ongo- 
ing: “Simple Elegance: Generations of New- 
buryport Silver.” 
DANFORTH MUSEUM OF ART (508-620- 
0050), 123 Union Ave., Framingham. Wed.- 
Sun, noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for stu- 
dents and seniors, children under 12 free 
Museum's collection includes American art 
from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, in- 
cluding a children’s gallery and a permanent 
collection of Hopi Kachina dolls. Through 
Jan. 30: works by Sally Michel. Ongoing 
“Making Connections in Nature and Art.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259-8355) 
51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sun 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for seniors 
Students, and children. Through March 12 
“Witness & Legacy: Contemporary Art About 
the Holocaust.” Through Dec. 30: “The Store 
@ DeCordova.” Through June 4: “Robert Ar- 
neson: Bronze Self-Portraits and Drawings” 
“Abstract Expressionism/Figurative Expres- 
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sionism: Common Ground.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open daily 
8 am.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions in- 
clude Roberly Bell's “Garden Project,” David 
Berry's “Sphere IV,” Chakaia Booker’s “Dia- 
logue with Myself,” Elliott Offner's “Figure 
from the Sea,” and Leslie Wilcox’s “Sentry 
Stand 

THE DISCOVERY MUSEUMS (508-264- 
4201), 177 Main Street, Acton. Tues.-Sun 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Closed Dec. 24-25. Admis- 
sion $6 for each museum, or $9 for both. In- 
cludes the Children’s Discovery Museum 
housed in a 100-year-old Victorian home 
with ten exhibit areas for preschoolers and 
toddlers; and the Science Discovery Muse- 
um, including exhibits on earth science, as- 
tronomy, math, electricity, an inventor's 
workshop, and outdoor exhibit space 
ECOTARIUM (508-929-2700), 222 Harring- 
ton Way, Worcester. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 
for seniors, students, and ages 3-16. Ongo- 
ing exhibits include “WatersEdge,” exploring 
New England's freshwater wetlands; “Abid- 
ing Locally, Thinking Globally,” an exhibit on 
the fundamentals of energy and energy 
transformation; “Dynamics of the Depths,” 
including three 440-gallon aquariums con- 
taining sea life from three Atlantic Ocean re- 
gions; “What Is Life?”, an exhibit examining 
the world of microbes through the perspec- 
tives of science and art; “InfoSpheres,” 
showing the scope and variety of communi- 
cation in nature; “Red Fox in Residence”; 
‘Astronomy Corner’; “The MicroDiner’; “In 
Our NeighborWoods”; “Tree Canopy Walk- 
way.” 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978-345- 
4207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg. Tues.-Sat 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Admission $3, 
$2 for seniors, free for students and children 
Through Jan. 9: “Monadnock.” 

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (541-5466), 1 
Franklin Park Rd., Boston. Mon.-Fri 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Ad- 
mission $6, $5 for seniors, $3 for ages 2-15 
Home to over 150 species of mostly endan- 
gered or threatened animals including snow 
leopards, “African Tropical Forest,” “Giraffe 
Savannah,” and “Bongo Congo” featuring 
bongo antelope, zebras, ostrich, ibex, auo- 
dad sheep and vultures 

FRUITLANDS MUSEUMS (978-456-3924) 
102 Prospect Hill Rd., Harvard. Daily 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for seniors. 
$4 for students, $3 for ages 4-17. Features 
four museums of 19th century American art 
and history, the Picture Gallery, Indian Mu- 
seum, Shaker Museum, and Fruitlands 
Farmhouse, home of Branson Alcott and his 
followers in 1843, plus nature trails and a tea 
room. Ongoing: “One Thousand Genera- 
tions”; “The Invention of Childhood”; “Repro- 
duction Seed Boxes by Marty Travis 
Thoreau's Indian Relics”; “Generations of 
Tradition.’ 

FULLER MUSEUM OF ART (508-588- 
6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. Tues.-Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors 
and students, $1 for children. Permanent 
collection features over 4,000 pieces of 19th 
and 20th century American art and crafts. 
Through Jan. 2: “The Ninth Triennial.” 
GARDEN IN THE WOODS (508-877-6574) 
180 Hemenway Rd., Framingham. Tues.- 
Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for se- 
niors, $3 for children. A 45-acre garden dis- 
playing over 1600 kinds of wildflowers 
shrubs, and trees 

GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM (267-6338) 
137 Beacon St., Boston. Call for hours. Built 
i 1859 and preserved as a legacy of the 
Victorian era, the Museum is open for tours 
Sat.-Sun at 1, 2, and 3 p.m 

GOLDEN BALL TAVERN MUSEUM (781- 
894-1751), 662 Boston Post Rd., Weston 
Wed. and Sun., 1:30-4 p.m., and by appoint- 
ment. Admission $3, $2 for seniors, free for 
children. The Museum, built in 1768 as an 
nn, houses 18th-century furnishings and in- 
cludes exhibits on “Blue and White China 
Tavern Ware,” and “Fleece & Flax to Fab- 
ric,” tracing the processes used in preparing 
fiber for clothmaking. Spinning, weaving 
basketmaking, and sewing demonstrations 
held monthly 

GROPIUS HOUSE (781-259-8098), 68 
Baker Bridge Rd., Lincoln. Sat.-Sun 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $5, $4.50 for se- 
niors, $2.50 for students and children. A 
1938 house incorporating traditional ele- 
ments of New England architecture and as- 
pects of modern design, designed by Walter 
Gropius. Tours every hour on the hour 
HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE (227- 
3956), 141 Cambridge St., Boston. Wed.- 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3.50 for 
seniors, $2 for children. Designed by 
Charles Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in the 
1970's, the grand mansion provides insight 
into the social, business, and family life of 
the American elite in the New Republic 
Guided Tours of the house are Wed.-Sun 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the hour (all visitation is 
guided) 

HERITAGE PLANTATION (508-888-3300) 
Pine and Grove Sts., Sandwich. Closed for 
the season. Admission $9, $8 for seniors 
$4.50 for ages 6-18, free for ages 5 and 
under. Exhibits include “Is She or Isn't He? 
Identifying Gender in Folk Portraits of Chil- 
dren,” featuring 75 children’s portraits by 
American folk artists including Mary and 
Francis Wilcox, John Brewster, Jr., Ruth 
Henshaw Bascom, and Horace Bundy; a 
display of over 50 carvings by Elmer Crow- 
ell; “Artists and Uniforms: The World War II 
Experience,” featuring drawings, prints and 
paintings depicting various theatres of war, 
and a display of uniforms and artifacts; and 
“Work, Play, and Stereotypes: Selections 
from the MacMillan Collection of Currier and 
Ives.” 

HIGGINS ARMORY MUSEUM (508-853- 
6015), 100 Barber Ave., Worcester. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ad- 
mission $5.75, $5 for seniors, $4.75 for ages 
6-16, free for ages 5 and under. Ongoing 
Arms and Armor Around the World”; “Battle 
of Grandson”; “The Nightwatchman,” a char- 


coal drawing by Norman Rockwell; “The Ar- 
morer's Craft.” “Mars and the Muses.” 
HISTORIC DEERFIELD (413-774-5581) 
across from the Deerfield Inn, in the town 
center. All houses open daily, 9:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. Research Library open Mon.-Fri 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission for all 12 houses 
(valid for two days) $12, $5 for ages six to 
17, free for ages five and under. A museum 
village complex within the 320-year-old vil- 
lage of Deerfield, featuring 13 museum 
houses — along a mile-long street — dating 
from the 18th and 19th centuries and hous- 
ing collections of American furniture, silver 
textiles, and English and Chinese ceramics 
Through Jan. 17: Holiday Exhibit 

HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (978- 
744-0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. Daily 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $4 for ages 6- 
17, free for ages 5 and under. The House of 
the Seven Gables, the inspiration for 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel, is the oldest 
17th-century mansion remaining in New 
England. Fumishings include furniture and 
artifacts spanning three centuries, including 
Hawthorne memorabilia. The grounds also 
contain Hawthorne's birthplace, a 19th-cen- 
tury counting house, period gardens, and a 
visitor center with interactive video, orienta- 
tion programs, and garden café. Currently 
on view: “Digging Up the Past: 330 Years of 
Salem's History at the House of the Seven 
Gables”; “images of the Seven Gables 
Paintings, Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem's Most Illuminated Home.” 

HULL LIFESAVING MUSEUM (781-925- 
LIFE), 1117 Nantasket Ave., Hull. Wed.- 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for se- 
niors, $1.50 for children 5-17, children under 
5 free. An 1889 U.S. Life Saving Station re- 
stored as a living history museum. Includes 
the surfboat Nantasket, watch tower, radio 
room, and lighthouse display. Recent addi- 
tions include a video program on “Ship- 
wrecks, Saviours, and Survivors,” and a new 
exhibit highlighting ocean rowing and boat 
building. Ongoing: “The South Shore: Life- 
saving Birthplace.” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
(266-5152), 955 Boylston St., Boston. Wed 
Fri.-Sun., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m 
Admission $6, $4 for seniors and students, 
free for children, free after 5 p.m. on Thurs 
Established in 1936 as the first non-collect- 
ing contemporary art institution in the U.S 
Through Jan. 16: “Sites Unseen: Shimon 
Attie — Photographs and Public Projects 
1992-1998"; “ICA Artist Prize Exhibition: Am- 
breen Butt.” Dec. 30: from 5 to 10 p.m., “An 
Unusually Bad Lot,” public art presentation 
by Shimon Attie 

IPSWICH HISTORICAL SOCIETY (978- 
356-2811), 54 South Main St., Ipswich 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Tickets $7, $3 for ages 6-12. The Historical 
Society owns two historic houses: the John 
Whipple House, which dates back to the 
17th-Century, and the John Heard House 
which dates back to the 19th-Century. The 
Whipple House features a collection of 
handmade pillow lace and a housewife's 
garden. The Heard House is decorated with 
furnishings from the China Trade period, art 
by Arthur Wesley Dow, antique carriages 
and collections of English and Indian memo- 
rabilia 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSE- 
UM (566-1401), 280 The Fenway, Boston 
Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10 
($11 on Sat.-Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for stu- 
dents with ID ($3 on Wed.), free for ages 18 
and under. The museum, built in the style of 
a 15th-century Venetian palace, houses 
more than 2500 art objects, with emphasis 
on Italian Renaissance and 17th-century 
Dutch works. Among the highlights are 
works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael 
Titian, and Whistler. Guided tours given Fri- 
days at 2:30 p.m. Through Jan. 2: “Isabella 
Stewart Gardner's Holiday Table.” Through 
Jan. 30: ‘Threads of Dissent.” 

JACKSON HOMESTEAD (552-7238), 527 
Washington St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $2, $1 for children and se- 
niors. Home of abolitionist William Jackson 
includes exhibitions on Newton and regional 
history highlighting the community as an 
early railroad hub and the home itself as a 
stop on the Underground Railroad. Chil- 
dren's gallery features hands-on exhibits 
Ongoing: “What Makes Community: Sense 
of Place in Chestnut Hill, Oak Hill & Thomp- 
sonville.” Currently on view: “Public Works/ 
Public Workers”, “The Jacksons’ Contribu- 
tion to Newton”; “Children’s Gallery & Aboli- 
tion Room”; “Dolls from Around the World.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM (929-4523), Morrissey Bivd., Columbia 
Point, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $8, $6 for students and seniors, $4 for 
ages 13-17, free for ages 12 and under. Ex- 
hibitions portraying the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through memo- 
fabilia, video presentations, and settings 
Ongoing: “Attorney General Robert F 
Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy 
First Lady”; “John Glenn and the Space 
Race.” Through May 1: “Treasures of the 
Kennedy Library." 

KENDALL WHALING MUSEUM (781-784- 
5642), 27 Everett St., Sharon. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4 
$3 for students and seniors, $2.50 for chil- 
dren. The Museum's collection of maritime 
art, artifacts, and curiosities covers six cen- 
turies and seven continents including an au- 
thentic whaleboat, historic ship models 
whaling tools, and paintings from Benjamin 
Russell, William Edward Norton, William 
Bradford, and others. Exhibits examine 
Dutch, British, Japanese, Inuit, Native Amer- 
ican, and African-American whaling. “Whal- 
ing in the South Seas” exhibit highlights the 
business of New England whaling from the 
hunt to the final products. Ongoing: “Har- 
pooning the Hippo: The Native Hippopota- 
mus Hunt in Botswana”; “Wick Ahrens 
Sculpture.” 

LLOYD CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES (508-990-0505), 430 Potomska 
Rd., South Dartmouth. Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Fea- 


tures aquaria, resource library, and observa- 
tion deck 

LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE (876-4491), 105 Brattle St, Cam- 
bridge. Wed.-Fri., noon-4:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Free. Built in 1759, this 
Georgian mansion is where George Wash- 
ington planned the siege on Boston during 
the Revolutionary War and later served as 
home to poet Henry Wadsworth Longefel- 
low. Tour information available at Visitor In- 
formation Booth in Harvard Square 
LONGYEAR MUSEUM (277-8943), 120 
Seaver St., Brookline. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4:15 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:15 p.m. Admission $3 
Museum exhibits explore the life of Christian 
Science founder Mary Baker Eddy through 
artifacts, manuscripts, books, and the bio- 
graphical history of early workers in the 
Christian Science Church circa 1910. Locat- 
ed on 8 acres including flower gardens, a 
fountain, pool, and statues. The Museum 
also maintains three Massachusetts houses 
in which Eddy lived, at 23 Paradise Road, 
Swampscott (599-1853), open Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m.; 277 Main St., 
Amesbury (277-8943), hours by appoint- 
ment; and 133 Central St., Stoughton (277- 
8943), hours by appointment. The houses 
are open May 1 through Oct. 31, and admis- 
sion is $2, $1 for students. 
LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE (524- 
3158), 12 South St., Jamaica Plain. Open for 
tours Sat., noon-3 p.m. Donation $3, $1 for 
children. A pre-Revolutionary house on the 
National Register of Historic Places decorat- 
ed in period furnishings, costumes, and ob- 
jets d'art. 

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
(978-970-5000), Lowell. Call for hours. Fea- 
tures the Market Mills Visitor Center in the 
former Lowell Manufacturing Company mill 
complex, a 19th century trolley, and the Suf- 
folk Mill 

—Boot Cotton Mills Museum, 400 Foot of 
John St. Daily 1-4 p.m. A re-creation of a 
1920's weave room plus exhibits and video 
programs about the Industrial Revolution, 
labor, and Lowell history. In the Boott Mills 
Boardinghouse, an exhibit on “Working Peo- 
ple” focusing on the history of “mill girls” and 
immigrants 

MARBLEHEAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
J.0.J. Frost Folk Art Gallery (781-631-1768), 
170 Washington St., Marblehead. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free ad- 
mission. Collection includes images of life in 
Marblehead and at sea by folk artist John 
Ome Johnson Frost 

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CON- 
TEMPORARY ART (413-664-4481), 87 
Marshall St., North Adams. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for seniors 
and students. $2 for ages 6-16; free for ages 
5 and under. Current exhibitions: “Turn 
Away,” video art by Denise Marika; “Natalie 
Jeremijenko: Tree Logic’; “Ron Kulvila: Visi- 
tations”; “Billboard”; “The ‘Before’ Pictures.’ 
Ongoing in the Clock Tower: a multi-media 
sound installation by Christina Kubisch 
MUSEUM OF AFRO AMERICAN HISTORY 
(742-1854), 46 Joy St., Boston. Mon.-Fri 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertaining to 
the African American experience in New 
England. Includes the African Meeting 
House, the oldest standing black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith School 
Boston's first public school for Black children 
and an early home of the Abolitionist move- 
ment 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mory.-Tues 
10 a.m.-4:45 p.m.; Wed., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m 
Thurs.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun 
10 a.m.-5:45 p.m. West Wing open Thurs.- 
Fri. until 9:45 p.m. Admission $12, $10 for 
seniors and students, free for ages 17 and 
under, $2 after 5 p.m. on Thurs.-Fri., free 
after 4 p.m. on Wed. Mon.-Fri.: introductory 
walks through all collections begin at 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; “Asian, Egyptian, 
and Classical Walks” begin at 11:30 a.m.; 
“American Painting and Decorative Arts 
Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m.; “European 
Painting and Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 
2:30 p.m.; Introductory tours are also offered 
Sat. at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late 
Gothic Gallery,” featuring a restored 15th- 
century stained glass window from Hampton 
Court, 14th- and 15th-century ‘stone, al- 
abaster, and polychrome wood sculptures 
from France and the Netherlands; “Mummy 
Mask Gallery,” a newly renovated Egyptian 
gallery, features primitive masks dating from 
as far back as 2500 B.C.; “European Deco- 
rative Arts from 1950 to the Present”; “John 
Singer Sargent: Studies for MFA and Boston 
Public Library Murals.” 

— Exhibitions: Through Feb. 6: “Pharaohs of 
the Sun: Akhenaten, Nefertiti, Tu- 
tankhamen.” Tickets $13-$17.50, $6 for 
ages 17 and under. Through April 30: “View 
From Above: The Photographs of Bradford 
Washburn.” Through Jan. 17: “Susan 
Rothenberg: Paintings from the Nineties.” 
Through Jan. 23: “Secret Gardens: Paisley 
and Kashmir Shawls.” Through Jan. 16 
‘The Paintings of Martin Johnson Heade.” 
Ongoing: “The Art of Africa, Oceana, and the 
Ancient Americas”; “Egyptian Funerary Arts 
and Ancient Near East Galleries.’ 

— Gallery lectures are free with museum ad- 
mission. Thurs.: at 11 a.m., “Egyptian 
Sculpture,” presented by April Eisman 
Wed.: at 6 p.m., “Japanese Art,” presented 
by Noriko Murai. Following Thurs.: at 
11 a.m., “English Silver,” presented by John 
Hermanson 

MUSEUM OF OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexington 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Free admission. Ongoing: “Lexington 
Alarm’d,” an introduction to Colonial Lexing- 
ton exploring the town’s connection to the 
Revolutionary War; “Initiating America 
Three Centuries of Lodge -Life.” Through 
Jan. 16: “Landscapes of the Civil War.” 
Through Feb. 27: “George Washington 
American Symbol.” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (723-2500), Sci- 


ence Park, Boston. Sat.-Thurs., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Fri., 9a.m.-9 p.m. Admission $10, $7 
for seniors and ages 3-11. The Museum fea- 
tures the theater of electricity (with indoor 
thunder-and-lightning shows daily) and more 
than 600 hands-on exhibits. Through Jan. 2 
“K'NEX: Build the Future Now.” Through 
Jan. 9: “Extreme Deep: Mission to the 
Abyss.” Ongoing: “Digital Television: The 
Revolution in Your Living Room”; “Virtual 
Egypt’; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; “The Light 
House: Beaming, Bouncing, and Bending 
Light”; “Messages”, “Discovery Center’; “In- 
vestigate! A See-For-Yourself Exhibit’; “Sci- 
ence in the Park: Playing with Forces and 
Motion”; “Seeing Is Deceiving”; “Everest: 
Roof of the World”; “Living on the Edge”; 
“Human Body Connection.’ 

— Admission to Omni, laser, and planetari- 
um shows is $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3-11 and 
seniors. Ongoing: “Laser Holiday Magic,” 
Fri.-Sun., 5:30 p.m.; “Laser Metallica,” Sun., 
8 p.m.; “Laser Floyd’s Wall,” Thurs.-Fri., 
8 p.m. and Fri., 10:30 p.m.; “Laser Beastie 
Boys,” Sun., 9:15 p.m.; “Laser nine inch 
nails,” Thurs.-Sat., 9:15 p.m.; “Friday Night 
Stargazing,” Fri., 8:30 p.m.; “A Brief Mystery 
of Time” and “Welcome to the Universe,” 
daily 

MUSEUM OF THE NATIONAL CENTER 
OF AFRO-AMERICAN ARTISTS (442- 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. Tues.- 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nubian 
King’s Burial Chamber.” Through Jan. 9: 
“Haitian Art at the Millennium.” 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION (522- 
6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton St., 
Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $5, $3 for seniors, students, and 
ages 6-16. Exhibits focus on the automobile 
and its role in American society. Through 
Nov. 30, 2000: “Great Cars of the Century.” 
Through July 14: “Designing the Land: Weld 
Garden, Brookline.” Ongoing: “The Chauf- 
feured Life: Limousines in the Age of Ele- 
gance”; “Private Cars to Public Treasures.” 

NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL 
HALL OF FAME (413-781-6500), 1150 
West Columbus Ave., Springfield. Daily, 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $8, $5 for students 
and seniors, children free. A 48,000 square 
foot, three-level museum highlighting all lev- 
els of the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a movie 
theater, hoop shoot-out, and historic memo- 
rabilia. Ongoing: a tribute to the history of 
basketball in the Olympic games. 

NEW BEDFORD ART MUSEUM (508-961- 
3072), 608 Pleasant St., New Bedford 
Wed.-Sun., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs. until 7 p.m 
Tickets $3, $2 for seniors and students, free 
for ages 16 and under when accompanied 
by an adult. Through Jan. 9: “Presespios: 
The Treasured Tradition of Portuguese Na- 
tivity Scenes”; “Stop Asking, We Exist: 25 
Contemporary African-American Craft 
Artists”; “Patterns and Adornment.” 

NEW BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM 
(508-997-0046), 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New 
Bedford. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$4.50, $3.50 for seniors, $3 for children, free 
for ages 5 and under. Ongoing: “Whalers Go 
West: The Lure of Gold”; “The Chronicle of 
the Blue Whale”; “Moby-Dick: the Men and 
the Voyages”; “Joshua Slocum: Alone 
Around the World”; “A Wind from the North 

The Turn of the Last Century through the 
Eyes of Clifford W. Ashley.” 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (973-5200) 

Central Wharf, Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$12, $10 for seniors, $6 for ages 3-11, free 
for children under 3. More than 70 exhibits 
featuring aquatic animals from Boston Har- 
bor to the Amazon River. Includes the 
187,000-gallon giant ocean tank, where visi- 
tors can observe coral reef fishes, pick up a 
horseshoe crab, and observe regularly 
scheduled shark feedings. Other exhibits in- 
clude “Rivers of the Americas,” with animals 
from the Amazon and Connecticut Rivers 
and the ecology-oriented “Boston Harbor 
the Place, the Problem, the Plan.” Aquarium 
Harbor Tours depart daily from Central 
Wharf at 12:30 and 2:30 p.m. Tickets $9, $7 
tor teens, $6.50 for children. Through Feb 
27: “Coastal Rhythms: Creatures on the 
Edge.” Through Feb. 28: “Rare & Historic 
Nautical Maps.” Ongoing: “Storm over Stell- 
wagen,” interactive multimedia aquatic ex- 
hibit; “Sounds of the Sea”; “Sea Otters”; 
“Aquarium Medical Center,” a public expan- 
sion of the aquarium’s veterinary care hospi- 
tal; ‘The Matthew.” 

NEW ENGLAND PIRATE MUSEUM (978- 
741-2800), 274 Derby St., Salem. Daily, 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $4, $2.50 for 
children. The museum features a dock-side 
village, a pirate ship and 80-foot cave, and 
60 life-sized pirates from yesteryear inciud- 
ing Blackbeard and Captain Kidd. Also de- 
picts colonial American life and New Eng- 
land pirates 

NEW ENGLAND QUILT MUSEUM (978- 
452-4207), 18 Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $4, $3 for 
students and seniors. Through Dec. 31 

“Gail Binney-Stiles and Bernice McCoy 
Stone: Collectors as Quilters.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM (413- 
298-4100), Stockbridge. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Muse- 
um houses Rockwell's studio, and the 
world’s largest collection of his paintings 
Ongoing: “My Adventures as an Illustrator.” 
Through Jan. 23: “Eye on America: Editorial 
Illustration in the 1990s.” 

OLD NORTH CHURCH (523-6676), 193 
Salem St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tick- 
ets $8, $5 for ages 15 and under. Built in 
1723, Boston's oldest church continues as 
an active Episcopal Church with services 
every Sunday. 

OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE (482- 
6439), 310 Washington St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $3, $2.50 for stu- 
dents and seniors, $1 for children, free on 
Sun. A museum and historic site built in 
1729 as a Puritan house of worship, the 
Meeting House served as the location for 
meetings of Colonial sevolutionaries leading 
up to the war for independence 


OLD STATE HOUSE (720-3290), 206 
Washington St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $3, $2 for students and seniors 
$1 for ages 6-18. Ongoing exhibits detail the 
history of Boston during the Revolution, the 
history of firefighting, the John Hancock fam- 
ily, inns and taverns, and the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court. Also administers a 
Boston reference library and photographic 
resource center at 15 State St. Through 
March 5: “The Bloody Massacre on King 
Street: The Boston Massacre of March 5, 
1770.” Through July 15: “Pirates on Trial in 
Puritan Boston.” Through May 31: “In Her 
Own Hand: A Selection of Women's Diaries 
1778-1939.” 

OLD STURBRIDGE VILLAGE (508-347- 
3362), 1 Old Sturbridge Village Rd., Stur- 
bridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
(valid two consecutive days) $16, $15 for se- 
niors, $8 for ages 6-15, free for ages 6 and 
under. The village is a living history museum 
with 40 historical buildings on 200 acres, 
with costumed interpreters demonstrating 
the work, family, and social life of 1830s-era 
New England. Ongoing: “Picture of Health 
Illness and Healing in New England, 1790- 
1860.” Dec. 26-31: “Family Fun Days.” 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE AL- 
COTTS (978-369-4118), 399 Lexington Rd., 
Concord. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6, $5 for students and seniors, $4 for 
ages 6-17, free for ages 5 and under. Home 
of the Alcotts and the site where Louisa May 
Alcott wrote Little Women in 1868. Features 
personal objects and furnishings that be- 
longed to the Alcott family, the Concord 
School of Philosophy, and historical pro- 
grams and exhibitions. The museum offers a 
variety of guided “living history” tours. 

PAUL REVERE HOUSE (523-2338), 19 
North Sq., Boston. Daily, 9:30 a.m.- 
4:15 p.m. Admission $2.50, $2 for students 
and seniors, $1 for children. Restored 17th- 
century. house owned by Revere during the 
Revolutionary War. Next door is the Pierce/ 
Hichborn House, a Georgian brick building 
built circa 1711 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978-745- 
9500), East India Square, Liberty & Essex 
Sts., Salem. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $8.50, $7.50 
for seniors and students, $5 for ages 6-16 
free for children under 5, $20 for families 
Museum complex on two adjacent city 
blocks features 30 galleries, art and archi- 
tecture from America, Asia, and the Pacific, 
historic house tours, and a research library 
Through Jan. 31: “Gold Coast Treasures: A 
Decade of American Decorative Art.” Ongo- 
ing: “Odyssey: A Journey Into World Art’; 
“The Real Witchcraft Papers”, “A Folk Art 
Sampler’; “The Saltonstall Family Portraits.” 
— Liberty Street Building. Tours given at 
2 p.m. daily. The museum features a collec- 
tion of marine paintings and drawineries de- 
voted to porcelains, lacquerware, ivory, fur- 
niture, and silver of the China Trade 

— Essex Street Building. Gardens, historic 
houses dating back to 1684, and a research 
library. Museum features silver, glass and 
ceramics, portraits and landscape paintings, 
and dolls and toys. Permanent exhibitions: 
“Days of Judgment,” an exhibition commem- 
orating the 300th anniversary of the Salem 
Witch Trials. Guided tours of the John Ward 
House (1684), the Georgian Crowninshield- 
Bentley House (1727), and the Federal 
Gardner-Pingree House (1804) 
PLYMOUTH ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
(508-746-0012), Plymouth. Wed.-Sat., noon- 
4:30 p.m 

— Harlow Old Fort House, 119 Sandwich St 
Admission $2.50. The 1677 house features 
costumed interpreters demonstrating 17th 
century household crafts including open- 
hearth cooking, weaving, and spinning 

— Hedge House Museum, 119 Water St 
Admission $2.50. The Museum is am early 
19th century house transformed into a 
gallery space displaying the Society's textile 
collection featuring the exhibit “Threads of 
Life 

— Spooner House, 27 North St. Features 
the furnishings of the Spooner family, who 
occupied the house from the 1740s through 
the 1950s. An exhibit showcases the daily 
activities of the Spooner women. 
PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON HOUSE 
MUSEUM (413-584-4699), Rte. 47, Hadley 
Sat.-Wed., 1-4:30 p.m. The House, built in 
1752, portrays the activities of a wealthy 
18th-century household and its evolution into 
a 19th-century rural retreat and mid-20th- 
century example of historic preservation. 
QUINCY HOUSE (471-4508), 20 Muirhead 
St., Wollaston. Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $2. Built as a country estate in 1770, 
the Gregorian house is furnished with arti- 
facts from several generations of the socially 
and politically prominent Quincy family. 
SALEM 1630: PIONEER VILLAGE (508- 
744-0991), Forest River park, off West Ave., 
Salem. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for children. A 
living-history re-creation of Salem in 1630, a 
Puritan fishing village featuring a variety of 
early shelters, gardens, and animals 

SALEM MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE (978-740-1660), 193 Derby St., Salem 
Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Dec. 25. Admis- 
sion $3, $2 for children and seniors. Fea- 
tures Friendship, a replica of the 1797 sailing 
vessel, West India Goods Store, trail-side 
exhibits, wharfs, “Rigging Shed,” and ranger- 
guided walking tours. An orientation film, “To 
the Farthest Port of the Far East,” is shown 
every half-hour, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m 

SALEM VISITORS CENTER (978-740- 
1689), 2 New Liberty St. Salem. Daily 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Exhibits on the Beverly 
Historical Society, Ropsfield Historical Soci- 
ety, and Salem Sound 2000 

— Stellwagen Bank National Maritime Sanc- 
tuary. Ongoing: Marine life exhibit 

SAUGUS IRON WORKS (781-233-0050), 
244 Central St., Saugus. Daily, 9 a.m.-4 p.m 
Closed Dec. 25. Features an operating scale 
model of the 17th-Century iron-making pro- 
cess and a slide show on the site's history 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM (666-9810), 1 


Westwood Rd., Somerville. Thurs., 2-7 p.m.; 
Fri., 2-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-7 p.m. Through 
May 28: “In Pleasant Company: Victorian 
Images of Somerville,” photos by Frederic 
Stone 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
(978-452-6775), 25 Shattuck St., Lowell 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors and 
ages 6-17, free for ages 6 and under. A 
showcase for New England sports history 
through interactive exhibits, computers, 
videos, mini-theatres, and memorabilia. Cur- 
rently on view: “Harry Agganis: Athlete, 
Scholar, Gentleman”; “Candlepin Bowling’; 
“A Salute to the 50th Anniversary of the 
Boston Braves"; “Ted Williams Tribute”, 
“Women in Sports”; “The Greater Lowell and 
Merrimack Valley Sports Tradition”; baseball 
photographs by Bill Chapman 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
AT THE FLEETCENTER (624-1234), 
Causeway St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for seniors and ages 6-17, free for ages 6 
and under. A showcase for Boston sports 
history with exhibits dedicated to the Celtics, 
Bruins, Boston Garden, and the FleetCenter 
Currently on view: “Ted Williams: An Ameri- 
can Hero.” 

SPRINGFIELD LIBRARY AND MUSEUMS 
ASSOCIATION (413-263-6800), at the 
Quadrangle, State and Chestnut Sts., 
Springfield. Wed.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admis- 
sion $4, $1 for ages 6-18; free for ages 5 
and under. 

— Springfield Museum of Fine Arts. Through 
Jan. 9: “On the Road with Thomas Hart Ben- 
ton: Images of a Changing America.” 

— Connecticut Valley Historical Museum 
(413-723-3080). Housed in a neo-Georgian 
structure built in 1927, the museum features 
permanent exhibits of a craftsman’s gallery 
and four period rooms. 

— George Walter Vincent Smith Art Muse- 
um (413-733-4214). The museum houses a 
collection of 19th-century European and 
American paintings, plus Japanese arms 
and armor 

STEPHEN PHILLIPS TRUST HOUSE (978- 
744-0440), 34 Chestnut St., Salem. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tickets $3, $2 for se- 
niors and students, free for ages 6 and 
under. House collection includes early Amer- 
ican furnishings, Chinese export porcelains, 
and rare carpets. Carriage house contains 
antique carriages and automobiles 

STONE PARK ZOO (781-438-5100), 149 
Pond St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$3, $2 for seniors, $1.50 for children. Home 
to over nine animal exhibits including “Major” 
the 30 year old polar bear, a herd of bison, a 
colony of flamingoes, capybaras (the world's 
largest rodents), and spider monkeys 
SWATCH MUSEUM (864-1227), 57 JFK St 
Cambridge. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: Swatch watches by 
Keith Haring, Christian LaCroix, Sam Fran- 
cis, and others 

THE OLD MANSE (978-369-3909), 269 
Monument St., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Tours $5.50, $4 
for seniors and students, $3.50 for ages 6- 
12. Historic house where Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Nathaniel Hawthorne once 
worked. 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (426- 
1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5p.m. Free. Ongoing: “Around 
the World in Old Ironsides,” chronicling the 
Constitution's diplomatic mission, and “A 
Look Below the Waterline: Preserving Old 
lronsides” which explores past and current 
restorations of the boat. Ongoing: “Old /ron- 
sides in War and Peace”; “Strengthening Old 
lronsides.” 

VOLLEYBALL HALL OF FAME (413-536- 
0926), Heritage State Park, 444 Dwight St. 
Holyoke. Tues.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-4:30 p.m. Admission $3.50, 
$2.50 for seniors and ages 6-17. Features a 
model half-court, Walls of Fame, and inter- 
active exhibits on the history of the game in 
the city where it was invented in 1895. 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860-278- 
2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. Tues.- 
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students and seniors, $6 for ages 6-17, free 
for ages 6 and under 6, $3 for all on Thurs. 
and on Sat. before noon. Collections of 
American and European paintings and 
sculpture, as well as glass, silver, Wallace 
Nutting furniture, and Meissen porcelain. 
The second floor of the Morgan Building fea- 
tures the J. Pierpont Morgan collection of 
American decorative arts. Ongoing: “We 
Also Served: African-Americans in the U.S. 
Military — Selections from the John H. Mot- 
ley Collection.” Through Feb. 27: “Images of 
Childhood in Costume & Textiles.” Through 
Jan. 30: “About Face,” portraits by Andy 
Warhol. 

WENHAM MUSEUM (978-468-2377), 132 
Main St., Wenham. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Admission $4, $3.50 for seniors, $2 
for children. The museum houses doll and 
toy collections with period furnishings and 
costumes from as long ago as the 17th-cen- 
tury. Through Jan. 9: “Les Petites Dames de 
Mode,” mannequins by John R. Burbidge 
Through Feb. 28; “Wenham Ice Industry.” 
Through Feb. 6: “What's Next: Artist's View 
of the Next Millennium.” 

WHISTLER HOUSE MUSEUM OF ART 
(978-452-7641), 243 Worthen St., Lowell 
Wed.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “Janet Lambert-Moore: The 
Last Picture Show.” 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508-799- 
4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester. Wed.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $8, $6 for 
seniors and students, free for ages 17 and 
under. Admission free on Sat. from 10 a.m 
to noon. The museum includes an extensive 
collection of Asian art in its Chinese, 
Japanese, Indian, and Islamic galleries. Ko- 
rean ceramics from the 5th and 6th centuries 
are on display. The Marianne E. Gibson 
Gallery includes works by John Singleton 
Copley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, and 
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Edward Savage. Through Jar 


Mucha: The Spirit of Art Nouveau.” Throua 
Jan. 23: “Hiroshige: 53 Stations on the 
Tokaid 

WORCESTER HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
508-753-8278 30 Elm St Worceste 





Tune Get iDam-d4nm: cm 14 ne 
at. 10a.m.-4f¢ ou 4p.m 


Ad 
mission $2, children free. Collects, pre 
serves, and interprets the history of Worces- 
ter in all subject areas and time periods. Sal- 
sbury Mansion is a historic house museum 


restored to the period of the 1830s 


photography 


ADDISON HOLMES GALLERY (508-255- 
6200), 43 South Orleans Rd., Orleans. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 31: photos by Don 
Krohn 

ATELIER 564 (332-9670), 564 Comm. Ave 
Newton. Mon.-Sat., noon-8 p.m. Through 
Jan. 5: surrealist paintings by Julian Landa 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY Photographic Re 
source Center (353-0700), 602 Comm. Ave 
Boston. Tues.-Sun., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs 
noon-8 p.m. Tickets $3; $2 for students and 
seniors. Through April 28: “Photography in 
Human Experience.” 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER (577-1400), 41 Second St., Cam- 
bridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec 
30: “Marcus Halevi: Courage and Resilien- 
cy’; “The Asian American 

CREIGER-DANE GALLERY (536-8088), 36 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “What Is Art?” 
photos by Karen Davis 

DESIGNS FOR LIVING (536-6150), 52 
Queensberry St., Boston. Thurs.-Tues 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Wed., 9 a.m.-noon. Through 
Dec. 31: “Sylvia Stagg-Giuliano: Reveries.” 
DIESEL CAFE (629-8717), 257 Elm St 
Somerville. Call for hours. Through Dec. 29: 
photos by Kelly Davidson, Jennifer Eno, and 
Alison Balibach 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CEN- 
TER (266-4351), 53 Marlborough St., 
Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Fes- 
tive Fragments,” photos by Caterine Mili- 
naire 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 

— Harvard University Museum of Cultural 
and Natural History (495-3045), 26 Oxford 
St. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m 
Admission $5, $4 for students and seniors, 
$3 for ages 3-13. Currently on view: “Brad- 
ford Washburn: The Highest Peaks.” 
JAMES JOSEPH SALON (776-1472), 168 
Newbury St., Boston. Call for hours. Ongo- 
ing: “Nightclubbing,” black-and-white pho- 
tographs by Lisa Arielle Allen 

LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), One Mt 
Vernon St., Winchester. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Jack Delano: 


Alphonse 





Vintage Farm Security Administration Pr 
tos from the 1930s 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH 
NOLOGY, Cambridge 

MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Ma Ave 


Tues.-Fri., 10 a. 





m. Admission $3. O 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edgerton 
Compton Gallery (253-4444), 77 Mass 
Ave. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The Gallery 
houses Charles Lewis's color photos, which 
use advanced techniques such as pho- 
tomacrography, photomicrography, interfer 
ometry, thermography, and light polarization 
Through Jan. 28: “MIT, Alvar Aalto, and the 
Design of Baker House 
MPG (437-1596), 285 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: works by Peter Harris, Juliet 
van Otteren, and David Plowden 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY Gallery One (437-1868), 537 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 10: “Workshop Exhibi- 
tion 
SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUES HEADQUAR- 
TERS (570-9105), 1 Bowdoin Sq., Bostor 
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Feb. 12 
“Boston Close Up: Windows on a New Cen- 
tury.” 
1369 COFFEEHOUSE (576-4600), 757 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Daily 8 a.m 
10 p.m. Through Jan. 1: works by Deb Gor 
don 
TRIDENT BOOKCELLAR & CAFE (267- 
8688), 338 Newbury St., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 29: “Jah T's Emancipa 
tion Exhibit Part lV: The Expressions.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues., Fri-Sat 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 8 p.m 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 9: “Village 
Works: Photographs by Yunnan Women." 


schools & 
universities 


BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Museum 
(552-8100), Chestnut Hill. Mon.-Fri 

11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 

— Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Library (552-4470) 
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Tip’ 
O'Neill Memorial Exhibit.” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY (353-3349) 

— Mugar Memorial Library (353-3736), 771 
Comm. Ave. Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-midnight 
Fri.-Sat., 8 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.-mid- 
night. Through April 30: “Bidu Sayao: A Trib- 
ute”; “Howard Thurman: A Centenary Trib- 
ute”; “Bradford Washburn: Papers of the 
Eminent Cartographer, Explorer, Photogra- 
pher’; “The Italians: A Cultural Legacy” 
“Gertrude Stein, Gertrude Stein”; “A Selec- 





BOWDOIN COLLEGE Museu 
5 p.m. Permanent collection includes Amer 
can portraiture from the eighteenth to the 


A 


early twentieth century, European Art 
gallery, and Art and Life in the Ancient 
Mediterranean installation 
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Rose Art Museurr 
781-736-3434), Waltham. Tues.-Sur 
n-5 p.m., Thurs. until 9 p.m. Free 
Goldfarb Library (781-736-4682). Mor 
m. Through Jan. 31 






People’s Attorney: The Life of Lot 
Jeis, 1856-1941 

BROWN UNIVERSITY List Arts Cente 
401-863-2932), 64 College St., Provide 

Ri. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sur 
4p.m 

Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology 

401-253-8388). Sat-Sun, 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Ongoing: “Tourist Art’; “Passionate Hobby 
Rudolf Frederick Haffenreffer and the King 
Philip Museum”; “African Worlds, African Art 
The William W. Brill Collection”; “Hopi Kats 
na Dolls: Ancestor Spirit Carvings 

EVOS ARTS INSTITUTE (978-251-8138) 
100 Middle St., Lowell. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Cyber Mass Eve Exhibi 
tion and Costume Ball 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 

- Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University 
(524-1718), 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (495-2397), 32 
Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 
1-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for seniors, $3 for 
students, free for ages 17 and under. Free 
admission all day Wed. and on Sat. from 
10 a.m. to noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 2 p.m 
Features Central and Northern European 
art, including late medieval, Renaissance 
and Baroque sculpture, 16th-century paint- 
ing, and 18th-century porcelain. Features a 
collection of 20th-century German works 
— Fogg Art Museum (495-2397), 32 Quincy 
St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Admission $5, $4 for seniors, $3 for stu- 
dents, free for ages 17 and under. Free ad- 
mission all day Wed. and on Sat. from 
10 a.m. to noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 11 a.m 
The decorative arts gallery includes 17th- 
and 18th-century British and American sil- 
ver, furniture, and porcelain. The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection of Impressionist and 
Post-Impressionist works has re-opened 
Through March 26: “The Shape of Content 
The Stephen Lee Taller Ben Shahn Archive 
at Harvard.” Through Jan. 23: “Lifeworld 
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Harvard University Museum of Natura 

History (495-3045), 26 Oxford St. Mon.-Sat 

9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. Admission $5 

$4 for students and seniors, $3 for ages 3 
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Comparative Zooloc vers species 





from the earliest fossil invert s and rep 


b 
tiles to fish and reptiles alive today. Exhibi 
tions also include whale skeletons, the 
largest turtle shell ever found, the Harvard 
mastodon, and a 42-foot-long kronosaurus 
the only complete and mounted model of the 
sea reptile in the country. Ongoing exhibits 
include “The Ware Collection of Glass Mod- 
els and Plants,” including more than 3,000 
glass flowers; “Modeling Nature,” an exhibit 
On glass and its use as an artistic and scien- 
tific medium; “Birthstones”; “The Geology 
and Mineralogy of Limestone Caves”, a 
‘Great Mammal” hall; the Romer Hail of Ver- 
tebrate Paleontology; “Encounters with the 
Americas,” exploring pre-1492 American civ 
ilizations 
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 

Ethnology (495-2248), 11 Divinity Ave. Col- 
lection includes North American Indian arti- 
facts, pre-Columbian materials from Middle 
America, ancient pottery from North and 
South America, and objects representing the 
Paleolithic and Iron Age cultures of Europe 
Through Oct. 1: “Heads and Tales: Adorn- 
ments from Africa.” 

— Tozzer Library, 21 Divinity Ave. Ongoing 
‘The Raven and the Loon: Inuit Prints and 
Sculptures from the Chauncey C. Nash Col- 
lection.” 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (495-9400) 
485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for se- 
niors, $3 for students, free for ages 17 and 
under. Free admission all day Wed. and on 
Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Docent tours 
Tues.-Fri. at noon. The second and fourth 
floors feature a permanent collection of 
works from Oriental, Islamic, Roman, and 
other ancient cultures. Also features selec- 
tions from the Stuart Cary Welch collection 
of Islamic and Later Indian Art. Through 
Jan. 2: “Letters in Gold: Ottoman Calligra- 
phy from Sakip Sabanci Museum, Sabanci 
University, Istanbul”; “A Grand Legacy: Arts 
of the Ottoman Empire.” Through Feb. 13 
“Nature as Metaphor: Paintings from China 
Korea, and Japan.” 
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n Museu 
fon.-Fr 5 
4 pw ngoing th Jira 
Fragments from a F ast”; “Ancie 
ypri The Ces t 
uds and the Sphinx: 100 Year 
American Archaeology at 
Widener Library (495 Mon.-F 
30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Memorial Rotund 
Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-10:45 





5 a.m.-2:45 p.m., and 3:15-4:3 
C ng: “The Incredible Ditch: A Bic 
nial Celebration of the Middlesex Canal 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
Bakalar Gallery (232-1555), 623 Huntingto 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fr 

Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23 
Makato Saito: The Art of t 





9mewhen 
Student Life Gallery., Kennedy Build 
2nd Fi. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-8 p.m. On 
Under Pressure 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge 
— Wolk Gallery (258-9106), Building 7, 3rd 
Floor, 77 Mass. Ave. Through Jan 
‘Mecanoo Architects: Recent Work 
— Compton Gallery (253-4444), 77 Mass 
Ave. Daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28 
Dreams in Brick and Mortar: MIT, Alvar 
Aalto, and the Design of Baker House 
— Dean's Gallery (253-9455), 50 Memorial 
Dr. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan 
21: “Theresa Dietrich: Boston Architecture 
Collages 

List Visual Arts Center (253-4680), 20 
Ames St., Cambridge. Tues.-Thurs., Sat.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m.; Fri., noon-8 p.m 
Through Jan. 2: “Meanwhile the Girls Were 
Playing,” installation by Maria Magdalena 
Campos-Pons; paintings by Gregory Gille- 
spie 
— MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Mass 
Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing: “Ges- 
tural Engineering: The Sculpture of Arthur 
Ganson”; “Holography: Artists and Inven- 
tors”; “MIT Hall of Hacks,” chronicles of 
MIT's history of pranks, wit, and wizardry 
“Math. in 3D,” sculptures by Morton G 
Bradley, Jr.; “MathSpace,” a hands-on ex- 
ploration of geometry 
— Hart Nautical Galleries (253-5492), 55 
Mass. Ave. Mon.-Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongo- 
ing: “Ship Models: The Evolution of Ship 
Design.” Ongoing: “Deep Frontiers: Ocean 
Engineering at MIT." 
— Women's Studies Program (253-8844) 
Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave. Call for hours 
Ongoing: “Women at MIT." 
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PHILLIPS ACADEMY Addison Gallery 
American Art (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
ape! Ave., Ar Sat.; 10 a.m 
n 1-5 Dec. 24. Pe 
aner de s b 
Wir Homer, M. Morgan, Alar Crite 


jh Feb. 13: “Par 





y Century 
yah Jan. 2: “Referenc 
ng the Past 
PINE MANOR COLLEGE Hess Gallery 
731-7157), 400 Heatt chestnut Hill 
Mon.-Thurs... 8:3 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fr 





5 p.m.; Sun 
Earth Meme 
ntings by Sloat 


8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., noor 


2-10 p.m. Through Jar 





ries at the Millenniurr 
Shaw 
REGIS COLLEGE, 235 Wellesley St., We 
ston 

Spellman Museun 
History (781-894-6735 


5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 


p 


f Stamps & Postal 
Thurs.-Sun., noon- 
for students and 
seniors, free for ages 16 and under. Ex- 
hibits include U.S. Regular Issues (1847 
1936 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
Museum of Art (401-454-6500), 224 Benefit 
St., Providence, Ri. Tues.-Sun., 1 
5 p.m. Admission $5 for seniors, $2 for 
students, $1 for ages 5-18. Through Feb 
13: “Focus on Conservation: Three Mural 
Studies by Aaron Douglas.” Through Feb 
20: “Ernesto Pujol: Memory of Surfaces 
Through Jan. 2: RISD faculty show 
Through Dec. 26:.“Courtly Arts of the Later 
Islamic Empires.” Ongoing: “Focus on 
Form: American Furniture from the Muse- 
um’s Collection”; “The Center Cannot Hold 
Art from 1900-1920 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New England 
School of Art & Design Gallery (536-0383), 
81 Arlington St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
7 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 13 
Sleeping Beauty.” 

UMASS-LOWELL University Gallery (978- 
934-3491), McGauvran Student Center, 
Wilder St., Lowell. Tues.-Fri., noon-3 p.m 
Through Jan. 15: BFA Candidates Exhibition 
WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART 
(413-597-2429), Williamstown. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features European and American 
paintings from the 18th, 19th, and 20th cen- 
turies. Through Jan. 30: “Teaching Indian 
Art.” Through April 23: “Robert Morris 
Senses.” Through Jan. 23: “The Panama 
Canal and the Art of Construction”; “Amy 
Podmore: Whorl 
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The airstaff and all the people who make FNX move say thanks 
for continuing to make our renegade indie station 

THE alternative in Boston and beyond. Since 1983 and now 
rocking strongly into the new millennium. 

But, as always, it wouldn’t mean a thing if you weren't listening. 


Thanks. And light it up this holiday season. 
You've earned it. 
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STAURANT 


BARKING CRAB 


by land or by sea 


h & Dinner 11:30 AM to 11:00 PM 
ver the Northern Avenue Bridge 


leeper Street, Boston 
7 A26 CRAB 


c 


#& 
* 


e 


Sg EO 


DECK OPEN 


overlooking boston harbor 


The House of Edible Arts 


JAPANESE CUISINE 


10 Langley Road 
Newton Centre 


“Tel: G69-§ £00 


Dining-in or Take-out 


Tired of Juggling? 


Experience Boston's fastest growing online restaurant 
community. Insider information. Real-time reservations. 


Just a click away. 


foodline.com. One stop surfing 
for serious diners. 


oo) ILINE 


satisfying appetites 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy 
restaurants, some Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of 
these listings have been distilled from our full-length reviews. Entrée 
prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. The symbol BR indicates 
that a restaurant serves brunch, and is followed by brunch hours. 
Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, and liquor information are not 
included, so be sure to call ahead. 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, 1799 Comm Ave. 
Brighton, 254-8309. $7-$13. Pick your own 
pizza ingredients (peppers, mushrooms, 
prosciutto, walnuts?), or split a salad and one 
of the eclectic pasta dishes. The room is 
small, buzzing, and pretty stylish for Brighton; 
there’s beer on tap, but no bar. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m 

CAFE BELO, 181 Brighton Ave. (Osco 
Plaza), Boston, 783-4858. $3.85 per pound 
Cafeterias are popular in Brazil, and so are 
spit-roasted churrascaria meats. This big 
plain room has both: a buffet table of meat-'n’- 
taro Brazilian faves, and a guy slicing fresh 
roast pork and linguiga onto your plate. The 
Brazilian expats and Allston college kids here 
are getting the best deal in the hemisphere 
DUCKY WOK, 122-126 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston, 782-8868. $5-$10. Elegant enough for 
third dates, yet loaded with Chinese seafood 
dishes and Vietnamese specialties so good 
you won't mind finishing up alone. The only 
casual thing about Ducky Wok is the silly 
name. Watch for nightly specials from the live 
seafood tanks, and don't miss the Viet- 
namese shrimp salad, stir-fried pea stems, 
crispy roast duck, chicken with lemon grass, 
even bowls of pho (beef noodle soup). And 
for dessert, a heavenly avocado smoothie. 
GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., Aill- 
ston, 254-8883. $7-$12. Vegan dining reach- 
es new heights of elegance and excellence in 
this Chinese-Vietnamese restaurant entirely 
without meat stock, fish sauce, oyster sauce, 
or shrimp paste. Don’t miss vegi-“beef” with 
Chinese broccoli, the vegetarian dumplings, 
spicy curry lemongrass anything, or the 
“house nest” of fresh fried taro with five kinds 
of fake meat and just as many real vegeta- 
bles 

NORTH EAST BREWING CO., 1314 Comm 
Ave, Allston, 566-6699. $6-$18. At last, a 
brewpub with both solid ales — even the light 
ones are clean-tasting — and delectable 
food. Especially the NorEaster Pale Ale, the 
greens salad, and the tall-foodiest, most post- 
modem chocolate ecstasy that ever was 
Dark, so wear what you like. BR Sun., 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. with live jazz, 

ROGGIE’S BREW AND GRILLE, 356 Chest- 
nut Hill Ave. (Cleveland Circle), Brighton, 
566-1880. $6-$14. An inexpensive, superfill- 
ing bar and grill with 20 beers on tap and a 
crowd that’s hipper than you'd expect for 
Cleveland Circle. Fajitas, steak tips, and the 
like come in monstrous portions; diners more 
discerning than hungry should look to the raw 
bar and the very nice Greek-style grilled 
seafood. BR Daily, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m 
WONDER BAR, 186 Harvard Avenue, All- 
ston (617) 351-2665. $6-$9. The echt-Aliston 
crowd may never love this outpost of New- 
bury Street polish, but it's their loss — the for- 
mer Bunratty's is now a civilized (and cheap) 
place for a drink and a bite. The food's good 
(mostly sandwiches and small dinners baked 
in terra-cotta pots), there’s plenty of beer on 
tap (even though everyone around you is 
drinking martinis), and there's jazz at night. 
Warning: you won't get past the doorman in 
sneakers 


BACK BAY 

ABE & LOUIE'S, 793 Boyiston St., Boston, 
(617) 536-6300. $17-$30. At last, a truly 
Bostonian steakhouse, with the New York 
trimmings but not too much of the New York 
baloney. Definitely an older crowd than other 
restaurants under the same ownership 
(Charley's Eating and Drinking Saloon; Papa 
Razzi), and not for blue jeans, but awtully 
good eating if you love beef, and surround it 
with crabcakes, smothered onions, creamed 
spinach, and cheesecake or créme brilée for 
dessert 

ANAGO, 65 Exeter St. (Lenox Hotel), Boston, 
266-6222. $18-$32. An expanded and up- 
market version of Cambridge’s old Anago 
Bistro, serving Italian-inspired food that 
makes up in intensity what it lacks in restraint 
The space is high-toned (and high-ceilinged) 
without being snooty, and the crowd is posh 
and very lawerly. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m 
ANGELO’S RISTORANTE, 575 Boyiston St 
(Copley Square), Boston, 536-4045. $17-$30. 
Vaulting right to the top of the Italian pile in 
the Back Bay, the smallish and dressy Ange- 
lo's skips the old clichés of red-sauce pasta 
and light Northem Italian cooking for a clean, 
muscular style that embraces both grilled 
meats and rich sauces. Try roasted portobello 
mushrooms over arugula, lobster bisque, and 
any of the grilled meats. 

AUJOURD’HUI, 200 Boylston St. (Four Sea- 
sons Hotel), Boston, 451-1392. $32-$44, Prix 
fixe tasting menus $52 (vegetarian) and $70. 
Elegant food in an elegant setting with impec- 
cable service — and a view rivaled only by 
that of the Ritz. Many consider this to be 
Boston's most romantic dining room, although 
the food may strike some as a little staid. BR 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

BACK BAY BREWING COMPANY, 755 
Boylston St., Boston, 424-8300. $8-$20. 
Quick off the blocks with its beer, this brew- 





ery-restaurant has culinary ambition, too. The 
bar menu is a standout, with nice sandwiches 
and a pretty serious cheeseburger. The prici- 
er entrées are beautifully presented. BR Sun 
11 a.m. to3 p.m. 

BANGKOK BLUE, 651 Boylston St., Boston 
266-1010. $8-$14. Very good all-around Thai 
restaurant, with lovely paintings in a duplex 
space, and often easier to get into than Back 
Bay neighbors offering half the flavor at three 
times the price. Good with coconut milk and 
seafood and dumplings, especially golden tri- 
angles, rendang (an Indonesian coconut 
stew), choo chee fisherman, and a rare Asian 
dessert that works for me: Thai custard 

BIBA, 272 Boylston St., Boston, 426-7878 
$14-$39. The restaurant all Boston keeps 
talking about, with a vivid combination of bold 
décor and bolder food flavors. Ultra-trendy — 
fried food, strange foodstuffs, and familiar 
foods done as never before. Tremendous fun 
BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 

BRISTOL LOUNGE, Four Seasons Hotel, 
200 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 338-4400. 
$13-$32. The ground-floor restaurant at the 
Four Seasons isn't cheap, but it’s swanky and 
quiet and a lot more affordable than Au- 
jourd’hui upstairs — and you get that same 
gratifyingly slavish Four Seasons service. 
The lush $14 hamburger is famous for a very 
good reason, and the fries should be in a text- 
book. BR Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m 
CACTUS CLUB, 939 Boylston St., Boston, 
236-0200. $6-$15. Southwestem cuisine: en- 
chiladas, fajitas, and other traditional dishes. 
Lively bar scene. 

CAFE LOUIS, 234 Berkeley Street, Boston, 
(617) 266-4680. $16-$30. This tiny, excellent 
café at the famously exclusive clothing store 
Louis has bounced back smartly from the loss 
of star chef Michael Schlow by totally retool- 
ing its menu — what was once precise and 


French is now wood-grilled and Italian 
Swanky antipasto, very nice pasta, mind- 
bending pizza. 

CHANTERELLE, 226 Newbury St., Boston, 
262-8988. $15-$19. Ambiance is the story at 
this cuddly Upper Newbury date spot. Out- 
standing service and properly executed, if 
conventional, French fare make this more a 
place for an anniversary than for a culinary 
adventure 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), Boston, 
536-7200. $24-$36. Chef Ken Oringer is at 
the top of his game, with a cuisine of focused 
flavors and sculptural precision: foie gras, in- 
tense seared hanger steak, scallops on a 
pedestal of salt. Maybe the best meal in the 
city right now. The distinguished, leopard-car- 
peted dining room couldn't be more different 
from the Eliot Lounge, which used to occupy 
this space. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2.p.m. 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, 222 Berkeley St., 
Boston, 247-2225. $14-$22 (lunch, $5-$8). 
Likable, stylish, inauthentic, popular Santa Fe 
bar with nouvelle NuMex food. Younger, liveli- 
er tone than the similar Porter Square branch. 
Good salads and desserts, fun fusions like 
“cowboy pot stickers,” Rocky Mountain lamb, 
Norma's Zuni roll. BR Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m 

GRILL 23 AND BAR, 161 Berkeley St., 
Boston, 542-2255. $22-$29. Heaven for 
cigar-lovers and carnivores, but fans of gen- 
eral good-food-beyond-steak will find happi- 
ness here, too. A handsome, impressive 
room, with a sense of Old World luxury. 
GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 437- 
0188. $11-$20. Vies with Ginza for the honor 
of best sushi in the city. The restaurant side, 
with tables and a sushi bar and a few tradi- 
tional screened-off rooms, fills up nightly with 
eamest sushi fans; the bar side, louder and 
smokier, is a pit stop for the the black-clad in- 
temational under-25 set. 

THE JEWEL OF NEWBURY, 254 Newbury 
Street, Boston , 536-5523. $18-$26. Along 
the souk of Newbury Street, a posh if pricey 
Moroccan restaurant invites you to slow down 
Over couscous, or fresh seafood soups and 
stews. 

KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St, Boston, 536- 
1695. $10-$15 (lunch, $4-$6). At last, an Indi- 
an restaurant as beautifully decorated and 





designed as the fancy Thai restaurants. Plen- 
ty of wham in the food, too, from the samosas 
and humble vegetarian curries up to the tan- 
doori rack of lamb, presented with the chops 
impaled on swords. As the name suggests, 
the strengths are tandoori (don't miss the 
nan) and creamy sauces with real cilantro. 
BR Sat. and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
MORTON'S, 1 Exeter Plaza (Boylston at Ex- 
eter), Boston, 266-5858. $19-$30. A modern 
reconstruction of a Chicago steakhouse. One 
can smoke a cigar without objections (even 
from us: the ventilation is excellent). Withal, a 
custom-aged porterhouse steak of unimagin- 
able flavor and tendemess. 

SMALL PLANET BAR AND GRILL, 565 
Boylston St., Boston, 536-8993, 536-4477 
$6-$16. More of a bar appealing to twen- 
tysomethings with good pizza, fried appetiz- 
ers, and desserts. Stick with the quesadilla, 
fried conch, and vegetable risotto. Postmod- 
em décor works in pictures of Third World 
food production. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m 
SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, 351- 
2500. $9-$18. Wear your Newbury Street 
clothes, whatever those might be, to a fun 
see-and-be-seen restaurant. Appetizers are 
often among the best things on the eclectic 
menu. Excellent bartenders who know how to 
mix a drink. Superior Sunday brunch and 
weekday, early-morning breakfast crowd. BR 
Sat., Sun., and Mon. holidays, 11:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., 267-4799. $3-$22. 
Evocative Spanish décor in this crowded and 
loud tapas bar-cum—dining room. Tapas and 
a terrific list of Spanish wines and sherries are 
the key, although you shouldn't miss the 
zarzuela (seafood soup), or the orange-fla- 
vored flan 

THAI BASIL, 132 Newbury St., Boston, 424- 
8424. $8-$15 (lunch, $6-$8). Underground 


but elegant effort to sell a consistent Thai 
menu in the Back Bay. Excellent porpia tod 
(spring rolls), and quality across the board, 
from the tamarind duck to the pretty-darn-hot 
“choo chee fisherman.” 

29 NEWBURY, 29 Newbury St., Boston, 536- 
0290. $9-$25. New American cuisine served 
in the kind of low-key but elegant atmosphere 
you'd expect on lower Newbury Street. Works 
by local artists hang on the walls; an outdoor 
café in the warm weather makes for ideal 
people-watching. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

WISTERIA HOUSE, 204 Newbury St., 
Boston, 536-8866. $7-$16. Apparently a mod- 
est Chinese-American room (plus sidewalk 
tables) along Newbury Street, Wisteria House 
has a secret life as a taste of home for Tai- 
wanese students and immigrants. For a taste 
of Taiwan, don’t miss the pipa tofu (fried 
Clouds flavored with shrimp), clams, or squid 
triple delights with basil, or stewed pig's ear 
— gelatinous but delicious, no kidding. 


BEACON HILL 

BLACK GOOSE, 21 Beacon St., Boston, 
720-4500. $6-$14. Your basic bar scene with 
better-than-basic bar food in a spectacular lo- 
cation. Next to the State House in the reno- 
vated lobby of the former Bellevue Hotel — 
Beaux Arts meets postmodern. Boisterous in- 
side; the terrace outside is quieter. A lunch or 
after-work spot with inexpensive finger food to 
split; good shrimp and artichoke pizza, 
Caribbean chicken and seafood stew, 
tiramisu. BR Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, 742-3447. $10- 
$18 Small, busy branch of Todd English’s 
gourmet-pizza minichain. See listing under 
Charlestown. 

ISTANBUL CAFE, 37 Bowdoin St., Boston, 
227-3434. $4-$10. Tip-top Turkish food in a 
pleasantly Bohemian semi-basement on the 
back side of Beacon Hill. Fine appetizers like 
the fried sigara boreks, a really tasty vegetari- 
an stuffed eggplant, terrific lamb kebab, and 
better, spicier adana kebab, swell Turkish cof- 
tee. 

LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., Boston, 
720-5511. $13-$17. Exotic, authentic, roman- 
Tic, and beautiful, Lala Rokh fufills, surpasses, 
and deconstructs our fantasies of ancient 
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Persia all at once. Absolutely don’t miss the 
eggplant appetizer and pilaf entrées. Many 
unique gamishes and subtle flavors do justice 
to a rare and classic cuisine 

NO. 9 PARK, 9 Park Street, Boston, (617) 
742-9991. $21-$31. Chet Barbara Lynch grew 
up in Southie but cooks like a New Yorker 
This spare, stylish bistro on the Common 
showcases her effusive approach to foresty 
Continental ingredients like chestnuts, fresh 
pasta, and foie gras. Pricey, but you can sit at 
the bar and order Belgian beer and a memo- 
rable mushroom flatbread pizza 

TORCH, 26 Charles Street, Boston, (617) 
723-5939. $16-$22. Shiny and a little affect- 
ed, but really good food carries the day. The 
early crowd walks in from Beacon Hill 
dressed in the look that launched a thousand 
Catalogues, and: then the food makes them 
happy and talkative and loud. You, too. 


CHARLESTOWN 

FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, 242-2229 
$10-$18. From the people who brought you 
Olives, an extraordinary pizza parlor. Out- 
Standing thin-crust pizzas lavishly topped with 
fresh ingredients. Try the bianco (topped with 
fresh arugula and tomatoes). The tiramisu 
may be the best in town. BR 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Boston, 242-1999 
$15-$29. Fairly expensive, and expect a long 
wait unless you're a celebrity. But worth every 
cent and minute. The pan-Mediterranean cui- 
sine here is served with a shot of pure genius, 
making it one of Boston's best (and most so- 
phisticated) eateries. The dishes — from the 
Classic Olives tart to the “falling chocolate 
cake” — are so inspired it’s hard to believe 
they're not classics. 


CHINATOWN 
ASIAN GARDEN SEAFOOD 
RESTAURANT, 46 Beach St. (basement) 
Boston, 695-1646, 695-1651. $5-$24. Fish 
tanks in the basement entryway promise su- 
perb Hong Kong-style seafood. The kitchen 
delivers with fresh eel, whole roe scallops, 
lobster, crab, and fish in brilliant treatments 
Authentic hot pots, Chinese broccoli in oyster 
sauce, and a comforting dessert of hot tapio- 
ca in coconut milk. Friendly place, too, and a 
cut cheaper 
BUDDHA'S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St., Boston 
451-2395. $4-$10. Chinese and Vietnamese 
Buddhist-temple cuisine, strictly vegan (ex- 
cept for condensed milk in some drinks) imita- 
tions of your favorite shrimp, pork, and egg 
dishes. I've seen better visual work in this tra- 
dition, but it didn’t taste as good as the best 
here: spring rolls, summer rolls, nam vang 
noodle soup, hot-and-sour soup, moo shi 
Lake Tung-ting “shrimp,” and anything spicy 
or with lemongrass. Good coffee. Weird 
desserts 
CHAU CHOW CITY, 52 Beach, Boston, 426- 
6266. $6-$16. A vast, somewhat glitzy room 
at the top of the solid pyramid of Chau Chow 
seafood restaurants. The new palace is a little 
more expensive, has a little better service 
and opened up with a somewhat conservative 
dinner menu, though still featuring authentic 
Swatowese seafood dishes such as clams in 
black-bean sauce, lobster or crab with ginger 
and scallion, and spicy fried calamari. Daily 
dim sum is for the more adventurous 
CHINA PEARL, 9 Tyler St., Boston, 426- 
4338. $6-$16. Actually the perfect three-gen- 
erational night out, as this revived dinosaur of 
Chinatown scores with fried goodies for the 
kids, authentic Hong Kong and Cantonese- 
style seafood for the parents, and spirited Chi- 
nese-American classics for the grandparent 
generation. Superb soups for all. Lunch and 
late-night dim sum. BR Dim sum daily, 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m 
EAST OCEAN CITY, 25-29 Beach St 
Boston, 542-2504, 542-4223. $4-$15. Hand- 
somely decorated Cantonese-Hong Kong 
restaurant that actually nets a fish from the 
dining-room tank for your steamed fish. You 
can taste the difference. Good house special 
soup, Clams in black-bean sauce, king tou 
spares, and chow foon as well. Late hours 
full liquor license. Dress up a little 
EMPEROR'S GARDEN, 690 Washington St 
Boston, 482-8898. $6-$14. Huge, somewhat 
impersonal, but very handy dining rooms 
serving dim sum (teahouse snacks and 
dumplings) every day through lunch, and 
shifting over to fine Cantonese dining (with a 
few Mandarin-Szechuan dishes) at night 
Soups are great, and so are clams with black- 
bean sauce, vegetables with fresh squid or 
real crab sauce, and a comfort-food version of 
beef with broccoli. BR Dim sum daily, 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m 
IMPERIAL SEAFOOD RESTAURANT, 70 
Beach St., Boston, 426-8543. $6-$27. The 
downstairs of the famous dim sum restaurant 
full of big round tables for large groups on 
medium-celebratory occasions. The best of 
an overly inclusive menu are the ambitious 
Cantonese classics: steamed fish; lobster 
Chinese style; Imperial egg roll; roast duck 
clams in black-bean sauce. Lavishly redeco- 
rated with live fish and lobster tanks, without 
losing the rococo, kitschy sense of the thing 
BR Dim sum daily, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
JUMBO SEAFOOD, 7 Hudson St., Boston 
542-2823. $8-$13 (fresh fish priced per 
pound). Reviewer Robert Nadeau wrote: “I've 
been eating in Chinatown and taking notes 
about it for about 25 years. Jumbo Seafood is 
one of the best places I've ever eaten there 
which means it is one of the best places | have 
ever eaten.” Even the rice is unusually good, 
but don't miss pea pod stems and other green 
vegetables, live-tank steamed seafood, or 
Hong Style dishes like calamani with spicy salt 
PEARL VILLA, 25-27 Tyler St., Boston, 338- 
8770. $5-$15. Superb South Chinese and 
Malaysian food are the attractions in this small 
but serious restaurant. Don't miss the Malaea 
Lobak (spring-roll platter is a pale description), 
live-tank lobster and seafood, beautiful veg- 
etables, and something fried. Hot pepper is 
mostly in the red sauce on the side. Refresh- 
ing fruit smoothies and cold soups for dessert 
Continued on page 20 





When did neighborhood restaurants get this good? 
BY STEPHEN HEUSER You look for certain things in a neighborhood 


restaurant. One, you want it to be small. Two, you want people to nod and 


say hi when you walk in. Three, you want the food to be way better than 


anything you could make at home. 

And if the restaurant also happens to 

be named after the mistress of a 

fairly benign Athenian tyrant — 

well, hey, bonus! 

Right now Aspasia, three months 
old and counting, is firing on all 
those cylinders. The deeply flavored 
Mediterranean food is consistently 
on target; the space is downright 
cozy; and the hostess clearly re- 
membered us from one visit to the 
next. For me, the hiccup came with 
the check: with entrées from $18 to 
$26, it’s way too expensive to be my 
new regular hangout. 

Culinarily, Aspasia is hands-down 
the most impressive kitchen in this 
part of town, and one of the best in 
all of Cambridge. It seems to be fol- 
lowing a trend where very good 
chefs set up shop a little off the beat- 
en path — still in the city, but not 
somewhere you'd necessarily expect 
downtown food. (Another example 
is EVOO, in Somerville.) You don’t 
get all the downtown theater of 
black-clad waiters and flashy 
crowds, but if you wanted that you 
wouldn’t be living in West Cam- 
bridge anyway. 

Aspasia is a small, wood-floored 
spot just off the corner of Walden 
Street and Concord Avenue, across 
from the Concord Café (see “On the 
Cheap,” page 23). One wall is brick, 
hung with a huge mirror; the oppo- 
site wall is done in sueded brown 
paint. There’s a window through to 
the kitchen in back, and a five-seat 
bar across the rear of the room, 
though I can’t imagine anyone really 
hangs out there. The table linens, 
wall sconces, and little candelabra 
chandeliers give the room a twinkly, 
inviting look on a cold night. 

The first food to hit the table is 
usually the bread plate, and this one 
strikes the right note: excellent 
crusty bread (sourdough one night, 
plain white another) accompanied 
by a pour of extra-virgin olive oil 
livened up with a smudge of sweet, 
dense reduced balsamic vinegar, and 
a pile of roasted-garlic purée. 

The chef, Christos Tsardounis, 
has a snazzy résumé that includes 
No. 9-Park and Olives. Chef pedi- 
gree isn’t always a guarantee you’re 
going to get food you love, but this 
guy clearly knows how to put a dish 
together: protein, starch, nail the 
sauce, and then don’t fuss too 
much. He also knows how to use 
winter ingredients — potatoes, 
game, root vegetables — without 
lapsing into weighty blandness. 

A puréed-parsnip soup ($7) ar- 
rives with a very modish gesture: 
you're delivered a soup plate of dry 
ingredients, and then the server re- 
turns with a pitcher of hot soup to 
pour over them. (I’ve actually been 
to restaurants where a different per- 
son has the job of pouring the soup, 
but this ain’t that kind of joint.) Al- 
though the kitchen technique 
showed through a little — mainly in 





(617) 864-4745 

377 Walden Street, Cambridge 
Tues-Fri, 5:30 -10 p.m.; Sat, 

5 -10 p.m. Closed Sun and Mon. 
MC, Visa 


Beer and wine 

No smoking 

x Front threshold; bathrooms 
down one flight of stairs 


the bubbles that stayed in the purée, 
giving the soup a homemade feel 
and keeping it from being the vel- 
vety liquid you might expect — it 
was eminently tasty; you got a little 
parsnip zip, a little tartness from the 
cranberries, and a lot of sweet 
crunch from the pecans. 

There’s no straight green salad, 
which is a shame, but the two 








COMFORT (PLUS) FOOD: the winter menu at Aspasia shows 


vegetable salads we tried were very 
good. One was quite yellow ($8): 
thin-sliced yellow beets over a sharp 
pile of marinated yellow beets and 
watercress. The other was a pear-en- 
dive salad ($8) that seemed part cor- 
nucopia, part haystack — julienned 
endive, crisp pear strips, and crum- 
bled blue cheese all tossed into endive 
leaves, spilling over the sides and 
across the whole surface of the plate. 
There were meatier appetizers, too. 
One was “lightly seared tuna loin” 
($9). Three slices of buttery sushi-red 
tuna, seared a bit around the edges, 
came laid over a warm vegetable stew 
that looked and felt like a traditional 
caponata, but had a pronounced 
sesame taste. It was an impressive 
way to nod to the Asiatic idea of 
raw fish without departing from the 
winter—in—New England theme. 


PHOTOS BY JOEL VEAK 





off the big-flavor talents of chef Christos Tsardounis (below) in a 
disarmingly small space. 
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Even more on-theme was gnocchi 
($8), which we ordered as an en- 
trée. Five big potato dumplings — 
the size of a large person’s thumb 
— came ina rich gravy infused with 
the taste of truffle. The texture was 
lighter and squeezier than that of 
normal gnocchi, a bit cottony in the 
middle, but they were very pleasant 
to eat. 

The least expensive entrée — 
risotto, $18 — was rather rich. Lib- 
eral application of truffles will do 
that for you, as will chunks of mush- 
room and thin sheets of parmesan 
cheese over the top. 

The weirdest thing was something 
described as “bacon confit.” It came 
as an accompaniment to a plate of 
wild-boar chops — two lamb-chop- 
size pieces of meat, light in color and 
firm in texture, not terribly different 
from pork — served with baked 
beans. The baked beans were sweet 
and very dense; beside them were 
two puffy hunks of bacon. They 
looked like petits fours: little layered 
tarts of fat and salt pork, crisped on 
top and soft in the middle. They 
were intriguing and go-to-hell indul- 
gent, but actually not quite as flavor- 
ful as the excellent bits of sharp, 
smoky bacon in the baked beans. 

There was fish on the menu as 
well: our week, sea bass ($23), a big 
delicate white fillet laid alongside a 
tangle of little stalky chanterelle 
mushrooms and a pool of what tast- 
ed like lemon-tarragon sauce. It had 
none of the fat of farm-raised bass, 
but erred a bit on the side of plain- 
ness; the sauce, however, had a soft , 
acidity that went nicely with the 
cloud of whipped parsnips served 

alongside. 

Coffee and tea service was quite 
stylish. Every hot drink we ordered 
— coffee, licorice-root tea, 
chamomile tea — was brought to 
the table in its own French press, 
hot and ready to pour. The coffee 
was dark and excellent; the licorice- 
root tea was one of the more unusu- 
al drinks I’ve had: it started on the 
palate with a dry, earthy taste that 
switched with unnerving suddenness 
to sweet anise flavor. 

Of the desserts (all $6), my fa- 
vorite was the cranberry-apple crum- 
ble, a cylinder of granola and not- 
too-sweet fruit that tasted for all the 
world like a terribly indulgent break- 
fast. Two crossed wedges of flourless 
chocolate cake were perfectly good, 
but didn’t quite achieve that critical 
gooey density that some flourless 
chocolate cakes manage; three sor- 
bets (strawberry, mango, and a 
slightly vague persimmon) were a 
lighter end to a fairly serious meal. 

Most of Aspasia’s Tuesday-night 
customers looked to be in their 50s; | 
suspect that one reason the hostess 
remembered us was that on our sec- 
ond visit, at least, we were the 
youngest people in the room. The 
food is certainly the sort of thing a 
parent can love — there’s even beef 
Wellington on the menu — but the 
ambition is pure New Prosperity. 


Me, I’ll be back when my IPO hits. 


Stephen Heuser can be reached at 
sheuser@phx.com. 
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BY DAVID MARGLIN 


Chilean wine one of the best values in the world, I could probably stock a small 


™ Chilean out 


The world’s wine value turns upscale 


If I had a bottle for every time someone has called 


store. In this case, the popular wisdom is true: Chilean reds — usually less than $20 


are excellent values, assuming 
you like them. Chilean wines are the 
essence of New World style: fruit- 
forward, often verging on over- 
ripeness, with big tannins. Most are 
massively woody wines, with loads 
of American (and French) 
oak. They are built for export to the 
US, where the tastes that once led 
foreign wine producers to spike 
wine with extra sugar now seem to 


some 


favor oak. 

One intriguing thing about 
Chilean reds under $20 is how sim- 
ilar they taste. To me, these are 
very much “made” wines, where the 
style of the winemaker is clearly ev- 
ident. And those styles are very 
similar — I would be hard-pressed 
to discern one from the other. This 
consistency, if you will, is laudable, 
but I often get the feeling that it 
barely matters which bottle | 
choose. 

One reason for such consistency 
is the weather. Chile’s climate is 
perfect for growing grapes, and the 
average vintage, according to 
Bruno Prats of Bordeaux’s Chateau 
Cos d’Estournel, is similar to that 
of a top-class year in the Medoc. 
Chile tends to have such “average” 
years about nine times out of 10 
(1998, unfortunately, was an off 
year). The wines’ general “bigness” 
may have to do with the fact that 
Chilean winemakers are descended 
from the Spanish and the Por- 
tuguese, neither of whom had any 
qualms whatsoever about making 
their wines as big as possible. Put 
those two factors together, and 
what you get is the level of consis- 
tency found in your favorite fast- 
food joint. (Of course, I do love 
fast food... ) 

Over the past decade, some of 
the world’s biggest and most 
prominent winemakers have made 
Chile their home away from home. 
Well-known wineries with ventures 
in Chile include Napa’s Franciscan, 
which owns half of Veramonte; 
Mondavi, which is developing a 
$6 million state-of-the-art wine- 
making facility called Caliterra; 
Chateau Lafite, whose owner owns 
50 percent of Los Vascos; Chateau 
Mouton-Rothschild, the principals 
of which recently launched Almavi- 
va; and Chateau Margaux, whose 
owner has a joint venture called 
Paul Bruno/Acquitania. 

Why all this investment? Well, 
for one thing, Chilean wines sell. 
Chile is a prime wine-growing 
country with relatively cheap land, 
unexploited potential, and a track 
record. For another, military dicta- 
tor Augusto Pinochet’s unpleasant 
17-year reign ended in 1990, 
prompting a lot of people with old 
wine money to feel comfortable 
buying land or doing long-term 
deals with wineries. With the coun- 


Read back Uncorked columns on the Web at http://www.bostonphoenix.com/ 
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try booming, and with the success 
of winemakers’ exports to the US 

and Britain during the ’90s, it’s no 
wonder that the region has gotten 

so much positive press and foreign 
investment. 

Now the challenge is to make 
top-flight red wines. There’s a lot at 
stake for Chilean winemakers; if 
they can make high-end wines that 
compete with the world’s best cabs 
and merlots, their cheaper brands 
will gain cachet from their more 
deluxe cousins. Right now there are 
more than a dozen Chilean reds 
that retail for more than $40, in- 
cluding Sena (a Mondavi-backed 
venture) — the 1996 vintage, which 
sells for $50, is bright and tastes of 
black fruits such as cassis and 
blackberries. There is Casa Lapos- 
tolle, which many people recognize 
as the leader of the Chilean high 
end, whose 1997 Clos Apalta from 
Colchagua may be the best Chilean 
merlot ever exported. Next door 
grows the Montes Alpha “M,” made 
by the distinguished Aurelio 
Montes; it’s a cabernet-based Bor- 
deaux-style blend, and the utterly 
soft and velvety 1997 sells for $60. 
You would not be able to identify 
this wine as Chilean. The first re- 
lease of Carmen’s Gold Reserve (an 
excellent winery in the better- 
known Maipo Valley that employs 
biodynamic farming techniques) is 
scheduled for February, and this 
1997 is a huge cabernet that was 
aged in new French oak ($65 is the 
suggested retail price — if you can 
find it). 

We must hope that the flood of 
these expensive Chilean monsters 
doesn’t drive up the prices of the 
cheaper, high-value Chileans. Right 
now, Chilean reds from 1996 and 
1997 — both excellent years — are 
worth the money. El Nifo made 





1998 a pretty bad year, but the 
early word on 1999 is extremely 
positive. An educated guess is that 
there will be price increases for the 
1999 wines, which had low yields 
but superior quality. Meanwhile, 
more than a dozen readily available 
Chilean reds are big, memorable, 
and worth laying down. I have list- 
ed a few of my favorites below, but 
with no individual tasting notes, for 
fear I will sound like a broken 
record. 

Here is the global, one-size-fits- 
all, all-purpose Chilean high-value 
red-wine tasting note: big black 
fruit, loads of oak, a hint of choco- 
late, dashing cassis flavors. Will 
benefit from a bit of age. 

If this sounds good to you, any 
of these wines will be most enjoy- 
able. All prices are approximate; 
check with your local retailer about 
availability. 

1996 and 1997 Carmen Reserve 
Cabernet Maipo Valley ($10). 

1997 Casa Lapostolle Cabernet 
Rapel Valley ($11). 

1997 Montes Montes Alpha 
Cabernet Curico Valley ($18). 

1997 Santa Rita Reserva Caber- 
net Maipo Valley ($12). 

1997 Veramonte “Primus” Car- 
menére Casablanca Valley ($11). 

1998 Montgras Reserve Merlot 
Colchagua Valley ($16). 

1997 Vina Tarapaca Reserva 
Merlot Maipo Valley ($10). 

And I wish you well in your New 
Year’s celebrations. Since you'll 
likely remember exactly where you 
were and who you were with for the 
rest of your life, it’s a fine time to 
break out your best. I know I will. 

Till the next millennium, then. 
Enjoy! 

te 

David Marglin can be reached at 

wine@phx.com. 
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PENANG, 685-681 Washington St 

Boston, 451-6372. $5-$17. If you've been 
hesitating about Malaysian food, hesitate 
no more. Penang is as much fun as the old 
Trader Vic's, and has much more interest- 
ing food. The sharpest flavors are in the 
roti canai appetizer, as well as familiar 
morsels like the Penang popia and chicken 
Satay. Lively entrées are the yam pots 
(featuring delicious mashed taro root), the 
“house special” squid or lobster or crabs 
with a complex sauce, and the fragrant 
beef rendang 

PEOPLE’S CAFETERIA, 21-23 Edinboro 
St., Boston, 482-7328. $4-$11. Not a real 
cafeteria, but fewer frills and lower prices 
than most of the current wave in Chinatown 
You could make this your personal chow 
foon palace, but I'd also feast on lobster in 
ginger and scallion, clams in black-bean 
sauce, and salt-and-pepper squid 

PHO PASTEUR, 682 Washington St 

Boston, 482-7467. $3-$10. Superb specialist 
in noodle soups, beef or chicken based, with 
a variety of mix-ins. Also a line of drinks and 
desserts, and some, like “avocado juice” (ac- 
tually a luscious milkshake), that are both 
Small, homey, clean 

SOUTH STREET DINER, 178 Kneeland St 
(South Station), Boston, 350-0028. $3-$6 
In the funky little 1920s diner building at the 
corner of South and Kneeland Streets, this 
24/7 diner (formerly Boston's Original Diner) 
serves solid, handmade versions of what 
you'd expect: burgers, fries, cheese 
omelets, and plenty of coffee. Beer and 
wine served. All credit cards. BR All day 
Sat. and Sun 

TAIWAN CAFE, 34 Oxford Street, China- 
town, 426-8181. $5-$19. This Chinatown 
jewel features home-style cooking you don't 
usually see on the English-language menu 
and doesn't make any of the familiar tourist 
dishes. It’s quite friendly to non-Asian cus- 
tomers who know and appreciate the food 

Get to know the sautéed eggplant with 
basil, or some of the best steamed flounder 
and sautéed snow-pea tendrils ever 


COPLEY/ 
PRUDENTIAL 

AMBROSIA ON HUNTINGTON, 116 
Huntington Ave., Boston, 247-2400. $16- 
$29 In a dramatic and sophisticated set- 
ting, dishes strongly influenced by provin- 
cial French cuisine are sparked into the 
sublime by Asian seasonings. An empha- 
sis on native New England game and 
seafood, as well as wonderfully imagina- 
tive desserts. Lively bar scene as the 
evening progresses 

BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Avenue 
(Colonnade Hotel), Boston, 425-3240 
$9-$20. Traditional Parisian bistro flavors 
with some hearty Alsatian dishes. A clone 
of a second restaurant by Chicago's Alsa- 
tian chef Jean Joho, this is a remarkably 
useful restaurant for the Colonnade 
Hotel, the Symphony-Prudential area, 
and anyone who happens by for breakfast 
lunch, dinner, drinks, or a late graze. Un- 
usually for the 90s, the big flavors are in 
the entrees, such as choucroute garni 
coq au vin, and duckling a l’orange, with 
important cabbage and potato statements 
on the side. BR Sat. and Sun., noon to 4 
p.m 

DIXIE KITCHEN, 182 Mass Ave, Boston, 
536-3068. $8-$10. Genuine Cajun flavor and 
tone, even if not every recipe is strictly au- 
thentic, with the good-time languor of the Big 
Easy. Mustn't miss the gumbo ya-ya, jambal- 
aya, fried crawlish, and the fine, fine list of 
pies. Some less specifically New Orleans 
items are only average 
paneneane’ 

GALVIN’S HARP AND BARD, 1099 Dorch- 
ester Ave., Dorchester, 265-2893. $5-$11 
Irish bar with quality meat and potatoes, fried 
fish, homemade soups, and fine Grape-Nut 
custard at prices that you can fit in a draft 
Bass or Harp. Over the TV, a ticker prints the 
odds on sporting events. 

PIT STOP BARBECUE, 888A Morton St 
Dorchester, 436-0485. $4-$16. A tiny building 
and two-table restaurant built around an ex- 
posed brick oven. Basically a take-out, and 
what you want are the exquisite pork ribs 
slowly defatted and perfectly balanced be- 
tween smoky and spicy. The rest is hit or 
miss. Late hours Thursday through Sunday 


DOWNTOWN/ 
WATERFRONT 

AURA, One Seaport Lane (Seaport Hotel), 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 385-4300. $19-$32 
Chef Ed Doyle’s food can be handsome, but 
at these prices, you have a right to expect a 
perfection that the flavors don't always deliv- 
er. And Aura’s hotel-lobby setup is clearly 
more oriented toward conventioneers than 
natives. Desserts, however, are consistently 
originaly and gorgeous. 

THE BARKING CRAB, 88 Sleeper St 
(Northern Ave. Bridge), Boston, 426-CRAB. 
$7-$15. A hearty clam shack — actually a 
lobster tent gone year-round with a crab 
name. Warm informality blends simple 
seafood entrées and the odd yuppie treat into 
things like the “crab burger.” The fun is eating 
like this with a full view of the downtown 
skyscrapers. Hearty desserts and local micro- 
brews as well. Familiar, yet new 

THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St. (Down- 
town Crossing), Boston, 451-2622. $7-$20. A 
Runyonesque joint that combines a neighbor- 
hood fee! with downtown flavor. The food is 
basic — burgers, buffalo wings, steak — and 
the bar harks back to a day when men were 
men and martinis were all eight ounces, 

IL PANINO’S BISTRO, 295 Franklin St 
Boston, 338-1000. $12-$24. A bustling, very 
moderately priced altemative to the fancy din- 
ing room upstairs. The food is simple and low 


* in fat, yet based on superfiavorful ingredients 


Don't miss anything with arugula, fresh basil, 
or the other great Italian flavorings. 

THE VAULT, 105 Liberty Square, Boston 
292-9966. $20-$32. With its linen tablecloths, 
high ceilings, and grand bar, this wedge- 
shaped room has all the markings of a classic 
downtown restaurant. But the cooking hums 
with an adventurous spirit, and the extensive 
wine list is cleverly chosen 

WEST STREET GRILLE, 15 West St. (off 
Tremont St., near Downtown Crossing), 
Boston, 423-0300. $15-$25 (lunch, $8-$9) 
Known primarily for its bar scene, this is a 
credible restaurant as well. The cooking is 
roughly New American; the building is tall 
narrow, and multistoried; and the dining 
room, upstairs from the after-work bustle, is 
surprisingly calm 

LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., Boston, 
542-5108. $13-$24. This bistro with a gen- 
uinely French feel has a wine-bar angle (the 
list of 40-odd wines changes weekly), an 
artsy angle (galleries across the street, their 
owners perched at the bar), and a shame- 
lessly Gallic angle. The menu favors purism 
over culinary excitement, but the place has a 
buzz about it nonetheless 


EAST BOSTON 

ANGELO & SONS SEAFOOD, 297-299 
Chelsea Street (Day Square), East Boston 
567-2500. $7-$18. Just out of sight of the 
Logan runways, this East Boston seafood 
joint is the best reason we know to drive 
through the Callahan Tunnel. The owner 
spent much of his life as a fisherman, and his 
love of the catch shines through everywhere 
Order the mixed-shelifish plate to start (it's 
called “seafood aioli”), and whatever's on the 
specials board 


THE FENWAY 

BANGKOK CITY RESTAURANT, 167 Mass 
Ave, Boston, 266-8884. $7-$14 (lunch, $5- 
$6). The fourth Thai restaurant within blocks 
of Symphony Hall, but the nearest to Berklee 
with a fine list of vegetarian items including 
fooled-me spring rolls and crunchy mee grob 
noodles. Elegant, uncrowded, and the food is 
beautifully presented. Omnivores go for 
shrimp mermaid, garlic fish, and beef jungle 
BROWN RICE, 14A Westland Avenue, 
Boston, 247-5320. $5.95-$6.50. One of the 
least expensive sit-down restaurants in the 
city, this Symphony spot with a cozy front bar 
dishes out perfectly good Thai food, with a 
nice tempura-style vegetable appetizer called 
Thai sticks” and tangy papaya salad 

EL PELON, 92 Peterborough Street, Boston 
(617) 262-9090. $1.50-$4.50. A tiny taqueria 
in the West Fenway channels the cheap-'n’- 
fun spirit of West Coast burrito shops, but 
fuels it with the inventive energy of a chef 
who's worked in some of the city’s high-end 
bistro kitchens. It's hard to go wrong here 
and at $3 to $5 an item, you might as well try 
it all. Don't miss this 

LINWOOD GRILL & BARBECUE, 81 Kil- 
mamock Street, Boston, 247-8099. $8-$17 
Good barbecue and really good Caribbean- 
accented specials at this funky New Southern 
joint annexed to a stalwart dive bar. Spoon- 
soft lamb “riblets” come with sweet-spicy 
chutney; the “smoked fish of the day” could 
make a dinner in itself. Excellent fried things. 
The barstools are topped with tractor seats. 
SOPHIA’S, 1270 Boylston St., Boston, (617) 
351-7001. $15-$19. A big room with drinks 
and entertainment (this used to be the night- 
club Quest) serving Spanish-style tapas from 
early evening. Since no one in urban Spain 
dines until almost midnight, we aren't too sur- 
prised that the place is pretty empty until 
about nine, and we aren't too proud to sneak 
in for Manchego flan, roasted stuffed pep- 
pers, baked avocado and shrimp in garlic 
sauce. You could be pretty happy with a full 
diner of Chilean sea bass or veal cutlets, too 
SORENTO’S ITALIAN GOURMET, 86 Peter- 
borough St., Boston, 424-7070. $6-$19 A 
(somewhat yuppie) neighborhood pizza par- 
lor with food better than most “northem Ital- 
ian” cafés. The secret: a short list of top ingre- 
dients worked into al dente pastas, delectable 
calzones and pizzas, and a couple of creamy 
sauces. BR Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m. -4 p.m 
TIGER LILY, 8 Westland Ave (Symphony) 
Boston. (617) 267-8881. $11-$24. A big 
Malaysian restaurant full of Trader Vic decor 
and all kinds of semi-exotic food. Don't miss 
the elaborate satay tofu, or the “double ayam’” 
which is a chicken done up like a Peking duck 
in three fluffy steamed buns. You can dress 
informally, if you ignore the people going on 
to the Symphony most nights. 

WOODY'S GRILL & TAP, 58 Hemenway St 
Boston, 375-9663. $6-$14. A wood-burning 
oven turns out pretty tasty pizza in the middle 
of a college neighborhood. Try combos like 
clam and bacon, sausage and goat cheese, 
or “Greek” (feta, black olives, and arugula). 
It's all pretty cheap, too 


JAMAICA PLAIN 

BLACK CROW CAFFE, 2 Perkins St. (Hyde 
Sq.), Jamaica Plain, 983-9231. $14-$25. A 
continental café with owners and some décor 
from the West Indies. Great soups, salads. 
cappuccino — and desserts to die for. BR 
Sun., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 

EL EMBAJADOR, 3371 Washington St., Ja- 
maica Plain, 524-6812. $6-$14. Ask the wait- 
ress what they actually have in stock, or call 
in advance to arrange seafood stews or pael- 
las. Walk in for stews, soups, mondongo, 
fried plantains, and creamy desserts with ex- 
cellent espresso. Mostly Latin clientele, with 
some gringo workmen from the area at break- 
fast and lunch 

INTERNATIONAL RESTAURANT, 3160 
Washington St., Jamaica Plain, 522-7410 
$5-$12. Fabulous food, huge portions, and 
cheap, too — just get used to thinking of Do- 
minican cooking as the Italian food of the 
Caribbean. Savory, distinctive stews and 
sauces and soups. Matchless rice and beans 
and fried plantain “side dishes.” 

JAKE'S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington St., 
Jamaica Plain, 983-3701. $5-$15. Veteran 
pitmaster Kenton Jacobs brings Texas 
smoked barbecue back to the inner city, in a 














handy location next to Doyle’s. Beef brisket 
and chopped (pork) barbecue best show off 
the smoker, and don't miss the smoke-en 
riched collards and cowboy beans 

JAMES'’S GATE, 5-11 McBride St., Jamaica 
Plain, 983-2000. $6-$15. Joining Matt Mur 
phy’s on the short list of Boston's Irish bars 
with great food, James's Gate treats a mixed- 
age, informal crowd to updated Irish pub clas- 
sics (like shepherd's pie) and truly impressive 
ontemporary cuisine with Italian and Mexi- 
can flavors. Don't miss the steamed mussels 
the glazed pork chop and salmon platters, or 
the “veggie quesadilla,” which involves 
aramelized shallots, spinach, and goat 
heese. BR Sun., noon to 3 p.m 

TACOS EL CHARRO, 349 Centre St., Ja 
$2-$12. Authentic 


imp, tripe soup, and 





KENMORE/BU 
AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St 
(Audubon Circle). Boston $7-$12 


421-1910 
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ence is a sleek, no 
sé wood-paneled room that produces 
some of the best grilled food you can get in a 


nonsen 





tuna steak, a generous cheese- 
burger with the most flavorful home fries for 
BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline Ave 

Boston, 536-2337. $7-$17 (lunch $5-$10) 
One of the city’s first brewpubs, this lofty 
neo-industrial space across from Fenway 
Park offers a large and changing selection of 
beers, from cask-conditioned ales to fruit nov- 
elties. Since our review, the menu has been 
spruced up to include eclectic Americana like 
mako shark skewers 

CAFE JAPONAISE, 1034 Comm Ave, All- 
ston, (617) 738-7200. $9-$19. Provocative 
yet homestyle, Café Japonaise has a few sur- 
prises for those who think they know all about 
Japanese food. Ever had a sauce of ground 
black sesame seeds on spinach? That would 
be the gomaae appetizer, which you might 
follow with some unusually cut sushi, or the 
remarkable “curry beef.” Good sake list, and 
uncrowded early and on weeknights 

CHOE’S CAFE, 957 Comm Ave, Boston, 
783-8702. $10-$30 (lunch, $7-$8). Down the 
block from the Paradise nightclub, a little par- 
adise of sushi and savory Korean dishes 

Don't miss the seafood scallion pancake 

udong, bulgoki, Korean-style spicy squid, and 
“salmon-skin fried rice.” Sushi aside, the 
Japanese food is less great than the Korean 
food. 

ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St 

(Audubon Circle), Boston, 247-1500. $6-$23 

Just a great restaurant, doing everything well 

The Cambodian food, like somlah machou 

banana-flower salad, and amok de fruits de 
mer, is a whole level up from any other South- 
east Asian restaurant in the area. The French 

















food is no longer just for cowards — it’s first- 
Class nouvelle cuisine, with gloriously beauti- 
ful and delicious desserts 


NORTH END 
ALLORO, 351 Hanover St., Boston, 523- 
9268. $12-$25. Simple, inspired dishes, in a 
tiny storefront restaurant. No frills — just ir 
tensely personal service and truly outstanding 
food. Cash only. Menu changes daily 

BRICCO, 241 Hanover St., Boston, (617 
248-6800. $17-$26 (“tastings 
around $4/item). A stylish experiment in 
Clean-tasting grilled Italian food — in 
Cluding a tapas-like “tastings” menu. The 
dishes don't all reach their potential, but 
the cooking (pork-and-grape skewers. 
giant seared gnocchi, dressed smelts) 
has verve to One 


smoothest-looking rooms in the 


menu 





spare of the 
End. Great wine list 

MAMMA MARIA, 3 North Sq., Bostor 
523-0077. $18-$24 
dlelit spot with pink tab! 
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Multileveled, car 
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Salem St., Boston 


It's like a Newbury 


with an emphasis © 
MARCUCCIO’S, 1 
723-1807. $9-$17 
Street bistro with better food. Some of 
the fancy Italian dishes come with highly 
flavored colorless s 
fective as transparent beer; some are just di 
rectly tasty. Be sure to have 
which lean on fresh grilled vegetables), the 
veal marsala, and seafood with “tomato 
water” sauce. Try to get the chocolate pate 
with rosewater, too 
MAURIZIO’S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, 367 
1123. $15-$24. At street level, this is a spare 
crowded trattoria with off-white walls; down- 
Stairs, it's roomier and feels warmer, with ex- 
posed brick and a wine cellar. The menu is 
strong on bistro-ized version of Italian stan- 
dards; more inventive dishes are hit-or-miss 
IL NIDO, 257 North St., Boston, 742-4272 
$15-$26. Not cheap, not pretty, not innova- 
tive, but Il Nido wins our hearts with a modern 
Italian menu executed reliably, and some ex- 
tras: reservations, brick-oven pizza, and a va- 
riety of desserts that is positively un-Italian 

IL PANINO, 11 Parmenter St., Boston, 720- 
1336. $7-$12. Traditional Italian seafood 
and pasta dishes, nicely prepared and 
served by a staff that oozes charm. A local 
favorite, as you can tell from the line outside 
the door. BR 
SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, 248-8814. $15- 
$21. A treasure trove of fine food in a small 
understated room. Along with the herb after 
which the restaurant is named, chef Tony 
Susi is partial to local ingredients and novel 
combinations: pan-seared sea bass, New 
England shellfish stew in lemongrass broth 
oven-roasted sausage with braised cabbage 
and soft polenta 
TERRAMIA, 98 Salem St., Boston, 523- 
3112. $9-$24. A tiny spot with beamed ceil- 
ing, terra-cotta floor, and stucco walls. Com- 
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he antipasti 


Plan now for your holiday gathering at La Groceria... 
We can accommodate your group - large or small. 


Or, give the perfect gift...A La Groceria gift certificate. 


LaGroceria 


The true flavor of Italy. 
853 Main Street, Cambridge * Near Central Square 


617-876-4162 


Corporate Catering 
Function Rooms 


hetp:// www. lagroceriarestaurant.com/ 


forting but creative Italian cuisine — inventive 
but not wild. Impeccable seafood, especially 


the swordfish dishes, which are like air 


SOUTH END 
ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St 


Boston 
426-8727. $6-$9. Perhaps Boston's mos 





Otic dining experience, and certainly one of its 


most rewarding. Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive 


yn huge sourdou 





Start with a warm dip and the cottage cheese 
with red-pepper powder. Eating without silver- 
ware turns out to be easier than you think 

ANCHOVIES, 433 Columbus Ave., Boston 
266 ighborhood bar 
fresh 


» fin 
an tind a 


5088. $5-$10. A live 
pasta. Terrific 
booth 
AQUITAINE, 569 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617) 424-8577. $16-$26. Seth and Shari 
Woods build on the success of their Metropo- 
lis Café with this new all-French bistro that re- 
minds us how good foie gras and truffles can 
be. Hanger steak and fries are so deeply fla- 
vored with truffle demiglace they seem almost 
cheap at $17; same for the duck-and-foie- 
gras ravioli. You'll barely recognize the old 
space of Botolph’s on Tremont, now sleek 
and dark and woody; the crowd is huge and 
So is the somewhat pricey wine list 

BETTY’S WOK AND NOODLE DINER, 250 
Huntington Avenue (Symphony), Boston, 
424-1950. $7-$15. Postmodern permutations 
of Pan-Asian panoply! Cuban coffee caf- 
feinates crowd! Retro rice bar really 
doesn''t all fit together. But it’s lively, and you 
can eat pretty well if you like spicy, and if you 
make sure to get the “cool cukes and weed,” 
the “curried rodeo rings,” and no more than 
three choices off the vegetable bar to be stir- 
fried with either the Asian Pesto or the 
Madras-Curry sauce 

BLACKSTONE’S ON THE SQUARE, 1525 
Washington Street (South End), 247-4455 
$10-$16. You want that trendy South End feel 
without paying nosebleed entree prices. You 
want to say you ate on Washington Street be- 








zzas, calzones, and 





value when you 







st ex- 





fore everyone discovered Washington Street 

You want to drink 14 kinds of vodka (presum 

ably not at once). As long as you steer clear 

of the mini-pizzas, Blackstone's is your place 
for the scene, the prices, and the peppy 

New American appetizers 

BOB THE CHEF'S, 604 Columbus Ave 


536-6204. $6-$13. The same mild 





0 soul food in a newly (and hand 


bistro-ized space makes this a me 





fer 


ening out, often with live 





sweet-potato pie 
p.m. with live jazz 
CLAREMONT CAFE, 535 Columbus Ave 

Boston, 247-9001. $14-$22 (lunch, $6-$10) 
A fresh café that suits the South End, with in- 
formal service and a touch of bohemia in the 
decor. The food is serious enough to suit any- 
one, with fine soups, unusual salads, deli- 
ciously garnished entrées, and knockout 
desserts. BR Sat., 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sun 

9 a.m. to3 p.m 

THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 Chan- 
dier St., Boston, 338-5258. $5-$10 The per- 
fect, five-star, not-a-false-note postmodem 
café-bar for people in their 20s. Deceptively 
simple great food and openhearted, sincere 
cool make this a great visit for anyone else 
Wall art and music superbly evoke the 
50s-'90s connection 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 278 Shawmut Ave 

Boston, 350-0010. $12-$14. A hidden loca- 
tion, a modest sign, and a considerable repu- 
tation for simple dishes with a twist of bril- 
liance — and it all works, nightly, for a variety 
of South Enders and knowing drive-ins. No 
desserts, which means there’s no reason to 
avoid the “side starch” dishes like garlic 
mashed potatoes. BR Sundays10:30 a.m. to 
3p.m 

GRILLFISH, 162 Columbus Ave., Boston 

357-1620. $8-$21. Not hard to guess what 
you want to order. Grilled fish of many 
species are excellent, with very complemen- 
tary sauces. Fried calamari are neither grilled 
nor fish, but they are great, too. Loud bar/dat- 


NO 
TECHNI 
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ing atmosphere, but the informality and 
friendly staff make everyone comfortable 

HAMERSLEY’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont St 
Boston, 423-2700. $23-$38. Casual French- 
inspired food with a distinctly American and 
decidedly upscale accent: guests wear ties 
while the chefs wear baseball caps. Famed 
for duck confit, wild mushroom and garlic 


sandwich, and roast chicken with garlic 
lemon, and parsley — an olfactory and culi- 
nary triumph. One of Boston's best 


LA BETTOLA, 480 Columbus Ave 
Boston, 236-5252. $23-$34 (3 course 
prix fixe, $45) Opened by the team be 
hind the successful Galleria Italiana, this 
2red forkfuls of attention 

eewheeling continental menu 
ight Asian inflections. It's flavortul 


un, Dut the food sometimes loses 


bistro Nas gar 








he prix tixe 


LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St. Bost 


424-6711. $14-$20. Physically 


jinarily, this is 





. 


vative Soutl 
U of the Ritz 
hui/Biba axis. Some fun dishes 
ed Chilean sea bass and a fresh 
fruit martini glass dessert, and some 
solid classics like grilled duck breast, Ar 
gentine sirloin steak, and cookies (with 


ixunous verities 











througn Tr 
LE GAMIN CAFE, 550 Tremont St., Boston 
654-8969. $7-$11. A cute little créperie deco- 
rated with French roadsigns and photographs 
of Paris. The sandwiches and crépes are 
cheap, consistent, and all accompanied by a 
pile of mesciun with a fine vinaigrette. Try the 
leek-and-goat-cheese crépe, smoked-salmon 
salad, and plain lemon-sugar crépe for 
dessert. Top it off with hot rum punch 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St 
Boston, 247-2931. $15-$20. Wow. In a space 
that was once an ice-cream parlor, a jewel of 
a bistro serves consistently on-target dishes 
that take their inspiration from both the 
French and Italian traditions. When this place 
is three times as big and twice as expensive 
you can say you ate here when. Try the ele- 
gant salmon pavé, the astonishingly rich risot- 
to specials, and any of the desserts. BR Sat 
and Sun., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m 

THAI VILLAGE, 592 Tremont St., Boston 
536-6548. $8-$14 (lunch, $5-$6). Small, high- 
quality Thai room contests South End’s 
restaurant row with plenty of spice and some 
innovative dishes like fried sweet-potato 
sticks, mussel pancakes, and excellent 
seafood salad. Solid standards (coconut 
chicken soup, hot-and-sour soup, pad thai) 
though the curries are a lot alike 

TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St., Boston 
266-4600. $16-$20 (Brunch, $6-$8.50) A 
well-dressed crowd enjoys beautifully grilled 
food, clever but not overbearing, in this long 


ASIAN FLAIR. NO 
JUST SOULFUL 
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and cozy bistro. A duck confit sits atop a 
sauce of red wine and white raisins; tater tots 
are infused with truffle oil; the steamed 
Chilean sea bass comes wrapped in a huge 
banana leaf. The chef earned his stripes at 
Cambridge's East Coast Grill, but the feel is 
pure South End. BR “Pajama brunch” Sun 

10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 

TRUC, 560 Tremont St., Boston, 338-8070. 
$16-$23. A little pricey, but dead-on flavorful 
versions of French bistro classics like pork ril- 
lettes and trout meuniére. A stylish, long 
South End room with a food-friendly (and very 


French) wine list 


THEATER DISTRICT 


BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND MICRO- 











BREWERY, 115 St. (Transportation 
Bidg.), Bo 3 $6-$10. A brew- 
pub, but 1e food was so much better 






than at other brewpubs 
ng to call it a bistro. Pretty 
mail plates to go with 
desserts. Of the 


nd strongest are the best 











—r1eS t € 
BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m 

LEGAL SEA FOODS, 26 Park Plaza, Boston 
426-4444. $13-$35 (lunch, $8-$20). Locally 
famous and deservedly so. Restaurants in 
the Legal chain (other locations are at 5 Cam- 













bridge Center, in Kendall Square; at 800 
Boylston St., in the Prudential mall; at the 
Hill; and at 100 


ut Hill Mall, in Che 





ay Place) are large 
and perfect for im- 


s from out of 





pressing 


towr 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
AUSTIN GRILL, 350 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
621-9686. $6-$14. A big-as-Texas home for 
Tex-Mex cooking near MIT. This restaurant 
chain was born in Washington, not Austin 
and its flashy po-mo vibe sticks out a bit in 
homegrown Central Square. But it does a 
solid job with burritos, fajitas, and spicy all- 
meat Texas chili, and the food, dollar for 
pound, is a bargain 
CAFE BARAKA, 80 1/2 Pearl Street (Cam- 
bridgeport), Cambridge, 868-3951. $12-$15. 
If North African food is the most underex- 
plored Mediterranean cuisine in Boston, this 
tiny, inviting storefront is the corrective. The 
“Ultimate Vegetable Platter’ is essential; also 
check out the decent skewered entrées and 
inspired desserts. Fans twirl overhead; the 
waitstaff is one guy; the chef pops out to chat 
BYOB policy makes it cheaper, and more fun 
CENTRAL KITCHEN, 567 Mass Ave (Central 
Square), Cambridge, 491-5599. $12-$17. It 
was only a matter of time before Central 
Square, land of the dive bar and curry joint 
got a hip bistro of its own. This one fits pretty 
well, with a blue-tile bar, a chalkboard list of 
Continued on page 22 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US AT THE LINWOOD 
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excellent bar tapas, and an adept menu of 
Mediterranean-tinged Americana. Check out 
the octopus salad, brine-cured pork chops 
and fine (if short) wine list 

GREEN STREET GRILL, 280 Green St 
Cambridge, 876-1655 (Mondays 


$9.95 for limited menu with live music starting 


$14-$20 


10 p.m.) Hot Caribbean tastes in a gritty 
S style bar. Not for the faint of heart oF 
timid of palate 
LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St. (off Mass Ave 
between Kendall and Central), Cambridge 
497-4214. $10-$18. (lunch, $6-$10) A local 
favorite serving classic Italian fare in a large 
upbeat setting 
IZZY’S SUB SHOP, 169 Harvard St., Cam- 
bridge, 661-3910. $3-$8. Cheap, plentiful 
and clean dinners in a somewhat bland Puer- 
to Rican style, which therefore favors the 
soups. A large variety of fried savories for the 
nostalgic and a really big and fun selection of 
imported soft drinks at honest prices. Some 
dishes and drinks from Jamaica and the Do- 
minican Republic as well 
RANGZEN, 24 Pearl Street, Cambridge 
Central Square, 354-8881. $5-$9. Third Ti- 
betan restaurant in greater Cambridge, and a 
great argument for this hearty cuisine. The 
complementary fried wafers, like no-spice pa- 
padums, are fabulous, and so are all the fried 
appetizers. Rangzen also does well with 
soups and meaty entrees, but non-Tibetans 
may want to hike over to Toscanini’s for 
dessert 
SIDNEY'’S, University Park Hotel, 20 Sidney 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 494-0011. $13-$19 
You're looking for a place to go with your par- 
ents near MIT. This spiffy New American din- 
ing room is better than your average hotel 
restaurant, a lot more stylishly decorated, and 
not forbiddingly expensive. A hanger steak is 
$15. The people next to you all have note- 
book computers on their table, but you can't 
blame the management for that 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
B-SIDE LOUNGE, 92 Hampshire Street 
Cambridge, (617) 354-0766. $10-$14. The 
new owners shined up this former dive bar 
just enough to make it feel safe for eating 
The surprise is how good the eating is: really 
spiffy versions of home-cookin’ favorites like 
fried chicken and an oyster po’ boy sandwich 
Plus there are quirky touches, like free hard- 
boiled eggs at the bar 

DESFINA, 202 Third St., Cambridge, 868- 
9098. $6-$11. Cute Greek corner restaurant 
in the shadow of the Cambridge courthouse 
Inexpensive straight-shot versions of Greek- 
American classics. Don't miss the electrically 
garlicky skordalia, or the “saganaki OPA!” — 
a plate of flaming sheep's-milk cheese 

THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cambridge 
492-4646. $10-$17. Greater Boston's first 
Afghan restaurant, and also one of the finest 
South Asian restaurants we have had. Serves 
dishes with a seamless style in a beautiful 
setting with fine service. Vegetarians and 
meat-eaters will both be giddy with delight 
MARRAKESH, 561 Cambridge St., East 
Cambridge, 497-1614. $10-$15 (lunch, $5- 
$11). “The only authentic Moroccan restau- 
rant in Massachusetts,” and how would we 
know otherwise? Certainly delicious, but be 
sure to combine the bland couscous dishes 
with the brilliantly sauced lamb mashmash, 
Moroccan chicken, “tfaya cous cous,” or 
Souiri fish tagine. Also neat salads, the sa- 
vory-sweet chicken bastilla, hearty soups, 
and sweet mint tea 

SALAMANDER, First and Athenaeum Sts 
(Carter Ink Bldg.), Cambridge, 225-2121 
$21-$37 (lunch, $4 to $7). “Nouvelle barbe- 


cue bistro” is the best summary of this up- 
stale café-restaurant featuring many kinds of 
fire and spice. Warm salads and desserts 
excel. Lunch is a food-court-like gourmet bar 
gain. Informal dress-up and postmodern 
posh. A searching, angular mind in a peas- 
ant's hungry body 


HARVARD SQUARE 
BOMBAY CLUB, 57 JFK St. (Galleria Mall) 
Cambridge, 661-8100. $9-$15. (buffet lunch 
$5.95). Inching above Boston standards. 
Bombay Club offers a familiar menu in unfa- 
miliarly airy, contemporary surroundings. The 
divine is in the little things, like the buttering of 
mint chutney in the cheese pakoras, the dis- 
tinctive spicing in the vegetarian curnes, the 
texture and charcoal flavor of the reshmi 
kebab. Good breads 

BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND MICRO- 
BREWERY, 50 Church St., Cambridge, 499- 
BREW. $6-$10. Third branch of popular 
downtown restaurant/bar. A brewpub, but ini- 
tially the food was so much better and more 
interesting than at other brewpubs that we are 
going to call it a bistro. Pretty good wine list 
too, and small plates to go with either bever- 
age. Serious desserts. Of the ales, the dark- 
est and strongest are the best. BR Sun., 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., with live jazz at noon 
CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cambridge 
876-0999. $14-$21 (lunch, $7-$9). New chef 
Ana Sortun has brought the most Mediter- 
ranean and least studenty food yet to this 
much-upscaled post-Brattle Theatre hang- 
out. Bogart and Bergman wanna-bes can find 
the smoking section and practice their ac- 
cents while grazing on excellent North African 
breads and spreads, fine entrées of roasted 


cod and grilled lamb, and serious desserts 
Great murals of the film. BR Sat. and Sun 

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m 

CHEZ HENRI, One Shepard St., Cam- 
bridge, 354-8980. $17-$22. A classic 
French bistro with a Cuban flair: loud, casu- 
al, warm, and nourishing. Try the steamed 
mussels in creamy saffron broth, blanquette 
de veau on egg noodles, steak frite with 
sofrito and fries, trout a la meuniére, lemon 
hazelnut tartlette. Cuban bar food is avail- 
able until midnight, Fridays through Satur- 
days. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to2 p.m 

FIRE & ICE, 50 Church St. Cambridge 
(617) 547-9007. $13.75- Fast, fun, and flex- 
ible. Fire + Ice crosses Benihana with a 
salad bar, so you mix and match ingredients 
and sauces for a stir-fry on their 8-foot cir- 
cular open griddle. As long as you remem- 
ber that too much variety cancels out the 
flavors, you can eat well and as much as 
you want. Loud, youngish tone does not dis- 
guise the “ice” — drinks and beers — side 
of the equation 

THE HARVEST, 44 Brattle St., Cambridge, 
868-2255. $17-$29. Meet the new Harvest 
quite different than the old. The new one still 


focuses on New England foodstuffs, but the 
cheffery is professional and poised, the fla- 
vors intriguingly sour, and the desserts 
make memories. Menu changes weekly, but 
see if they still have monkfish marsala and 
bread pudding. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m, 

HOUSE OF BLUES, 96 Winthrop St., Cam- 
bridge, 491-2583. $6-$20. Excellent service 
and Southern menu are mainstays in an en- 
vironment filled with great music and a re- 
markable collection of folk art. Live music 
every night at 10 p.m. BR Gospel brunch 
Sun. at 10 a.m., noon, and 2 p.m 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE, 33 
Dunster St., Cambridge, 868-3585. $6-$17 
Try all the ales (brewed right here) on the 
Bard's Sampler, then split a romantic pint of 
the winner, likely the toasty Irish Export 
Stout. Food is actually very good — home- 
made chowders, side dishes of corn pud- 
ding and potato pie, and an outstanding 
maple pecan pie. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m 

RIALTO, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel) 
Cambridge, 661-5050. $19-$32. Despite the 
Mediterranean name and format, it is the 
traditional French food that impresses 
Hotel guests give the room an upscale and 
older crowd, but a less formal tone than you 
might expect lets everyone enjoy 

RISING MOON, 24 Holyoke St., Cambridge 
(617) 868-9560. $7-$10. The second Ti- 
betan restaurant in New England, with a va- 
riety of dishes that seem like milder versions 
of Indian or Chinese dishes. We recommend 
Tibetan tea and every form of “momo” 
(dumplings) — including dessert chura 
momo with sweetened cottage cheese in- 
side 

TA SHENG RESTAURANT, 16-18 Eliot St 
(2nd floor), Cambridge, 497-8288, 497- 
4488. $6-$15. Generally good versions of 
Mandarin-Szechuan dishes, in Taiwan-style 
readings, but with less grease and crispier 
frying than that has often implied. Notable 
Peking duck, Peking ravioli, diet sliced 
jumbo shrimp and vegetables, and crispy 
sesame beef. Also a very pretty place 
TANJORE, 18 Eliot St. (Harvard Square) 
Cambridge, 868-1900. $9-$13. (Daily buffet 
$6.95) At last, an Indian restaurant that 
breaks out of the traditional Punjabi menu 
and promotes novel regional dishes, espe- 
cially the sweet-hot cooking of Western 
India, such as the “dokla & patra” appetizer 
bhel, and shrimp no paatio. But don’t miss 
the Bengali version of cauliflower and pota- 
toes, nor the South Indian dosa dishes. Out- 
standing rice and breads, too 

WEST SIDE GRILL, 1680 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 441-5566. $15-$22. The poshifica- 
tion of the Harvard-Porter neighborhood 
continues with this new little bistro. Quite 
competent Mediterranean food, light on the 
meat, and a cozy bar that nicely walks the 
line between stylish and friendly. Check out 
the deconstructed tuna nicoise appetizer 
and any kind of soup. Three-course vegan 
menu for $25 


INMAN SQUARE 

CAFE CHINA, 1245 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 868-4300. $8-$14. A small, elegant 
restaurant characterized by contemporary 
Chinese cuisine, decor, and ambiance. Jazz 
background music, extensive beer and wine 
list, and homemade fortune cookies dipped 
in dark chocolate 

EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, 491-6568. $8-$26. Enlarged 
and leaning now toward premium fresh 
seafood, but still the greatest place with the 
least pretense for barbecue, grilled meat, 
soulful side dishes, and super-spicy hot 
dishes, clearly labeled. BR Latin brunch 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 


East meets West Somerville 


Hummus at Kababish 


East meets West; West meets East 


— no matter how you phrase it, the 


hummus at Kababish in Somerville’s 


Davis Square is off the map. The 


smooth, lightly tangy concoction is 


made with just the right touch of 


garlic and cumin, and it’s been 


earning accolades from even the 


best Lebanese home cooks. Yet, in- 


terestingly, owners Kulbir and Avtar 


Singh hail from Punjab, in northern 


india. This really is world cuisine. 


The hummus comes in a pita-pock- 


et sandwich ($2.75) or on various 


combo plates with other Mediterranean snacks. 


JOEL VEAK 


Kababish, located at 195 Elm Street, in Somerville, is open Monday through 


Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sunday from 5 to 10 p.m. Call (617) 623- 


3354. 


— Nancy Kalajian 











Concord Avenue Café 


Counter culture in Huron Village 


For eight years Richard 
Wang has been running this 
order-at-the-counter joint. 
His West Cambridge neigh- 
borhood generally caters to 
stroller-pushing moms who 
demand that their creme 
fraiche be, well, fraiche. But 
the Concord Avenue Café is 
a modest place with a pro- 
nounced Asian accent and 
few pretensions. It’s just a 


couple of blocks — but 


worlds away — from Hi-Rise 


Bakery and Formaggio 
Kitchen. 








JOEL VEAK 





On one Friday afternoon, the sun streamed through plate-glass windows. A cello piece on the radio almost 


drowned out the sound of someone chopping carrots in a back room. The global cuisine here is perfect for the in- 


decisive diner: cold sesame noodles (a light peanut sauce, strips of carrot and cucumber); a potato knish (dense, 


satisfying); curry chicken (tough thigh pieces, subtle dressing over a bok choy side salad); futomaki sushi (assem- 


bled on the premises); and a decent chocolate-chip cookie. 
A menu with a multiple-personality disorder? Perhaps. Still, a hearty lunch for three (including flavored Pelle- 


grino water) cost only $17.10. 
Concord Avenue Café is located at 294 Concord Avenue, in Cambridge. It’s open Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (617) 547-8835. 


MAGNOLIAS, 1193 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 576-1971. $10-$21. The Cajun food 
is still the best. Try outstanding Cajun pop- 
com shrimp and panéed veal with tasso. 
Wider Southern menu takes in fried green 
tomatoes, super Key lime pie. Portobello 
mushrooms and informal tone are strictly 
from Cambridge. 
MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge, 354-7536. $11-$17. The Brazil- 
ian contribution to barbecue is churrasco 
rodizio, which translates to a lot of meat for 
$16.95. Roasting spits are brought to your 
table: pork, beef, chicken, lamb, and more, 
in endless rotation. Other Brazilian specials 
are good, too, and the vibe is unfailingly 
friendly. 
OLE MEXICAN GRILL, 11 Springfield St., 
Cambridge, (617) 492-4495. $9-$17. This is 
about as good as Mexican cooking gets in 
Boston: the fresh things are fresh, the fried 
things are crunchy, and the cooking of Oax- 
aca and Veracruz comes through without a 
lot of cheesy Texas interference. The vibe is 
cheerful and lively, probably thanks to the 
excellent Mexican beer list and totteringly 
full margaritas. Cash only. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
SWEET CHILI, 1172-1178 Cambridge St. 
(Inman Square), Cambridge, (617) 864- 
4500. $8-$15. Believe it or not, this is Inman 
Square's second Thai/Japanese/Korean 
restaurant with a tropical fish tank in the 
foyer. Jae’s, the original, will probably con- 
tinue to attract the college crowd, but at the 
time of our review, Sweet Chili was serving 
the best sushi we'd ever had in Cambridge. 
Japanese appetizers are good, too. lronical- 
ly the Thai food at this primarily Thai restau- 
rant is the weakest link. 


KENDALL 
SQUARE/MIT 

THE BLUE ROOM, One Kendall Sq., Cam- 
bridge, 494-9034. $17-$22. A quietly great 
Cambridge restaurant, especially for 
desserts. New owner Steve Johnson re- 
spects the space’s eclectic heritage of 
seafood, big flavors, and live fire, but adds 
a French bistro subtheme to its post-peas- 
ant dishes. Excellent service of wines by 
the glass and uniquely correct tea service 
BR Sun. buffet, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
DADDY O'S BOHEMIAN CAFE, 134 
Hampshire St., Cambridge, 354-8371. $9- 
$16. Beatnik decor, but a contemporary 
menu of hardwood-grilled things and com- 
fort food like macaroni and cheese, updat- 
ed with a little smoked cheese. Good mus- 
sel fritters, black-bean soup, pork chop; 
and cheap, tasty desserts. Cheap list of 
wines and ciders, too. Wear your beret. BR 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

MANHATTAN SAMMY'S, 1 Kendall Sq. 
Cambridge, 252-0044. $4-$10 (breakfast, 
$3-$7). Remarkably haimische flavors in a 
Tech Square deli, including real steamed 
pastrami, as well as handsome salads and 
yuppie sodas. Loud enough for the kishke 
to taste right, quiet enough to discuss net- 


work software. 

MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 868-2866. $3-$9. A loud bar 
full of alternative rock and two-tone music, 
not too many MIT jokes. But great grilled 
skewers, each with tortillas and its own live- 
ly, creative condiment on the side. Also fab- 
ulous burgers with real roast potatoes. 
Young, cool-looking crowd. 

RISTORANTE FLORENTINA, 143 Main 
St., Cambridge, 577-8300. $7-$13 (lunch, 
$5-$6). Not cheap, but cheaper than the up- 
scale North Italian places it resembles. The 
food is more like what Italian restaurants 
used to serve, with good pizzetta, caesar 
salad, saltimbocca, and red sauces. Out of 
the way, quiet. BR Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 
ROYAL EAST, 782-792 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 661-1660. $4-$17. A roomy 
and remarkably inexpensive pair of dining 
rooms, with a lot of Asian family business. 
Order what you see on their tables, such as 
Cantonese-style seasonal vegetables and 
seafood, but don’t miss the stuffed eggplant 
appetizer, or anything green on the white- 
boards. 

SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, 876- 
8444. $16-$24. This tiny space has been 
home to a series of inventive bistros over 
the years, and the current occupant is 
charming and consistent. The food is New 
American with an Eastern European influ- 
ence; when we visited in the fall, that meant 
excellent Ukranian dumplings with a lovely 
roasted lamb loin. 


PORTER SQUARE 
CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 547-6565. $7-$17. An elegant sur- 
vivor from the great days of Cambridge 
Szechuan restaurants, especially if you 
stick with Cantonese-style seafood and 
vegetables, such salt-and-pepper calamari, 
steamed Chilean sea bass with ginger and 
scallion, and whatever the whiteboard spe- 
cials indicate. BR Dim sum Sun., 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

FOREST CAFE, 1682 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 661-1634. $10-$14. Mexican-food 
fans tired of jack-cheese enchiladas and 
grilled-chicken nacho plates owe it to them- 
selves to check out this dive bar—-cum—Mex- 
ican joint. (The restaurant half used to be 
called Mexican Cuisine.) This is real region- 
al cooking, not cheap but great for a 
change of pace. Good bets are the ejotes 
— truly remarkable green beans — as well 
as the enchiladas Trotsky and any fish dish 
made with the pumpkin-seed-and-peanut 
mole. 

TAMARIND HOUSE, 1790 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 491-6405. $8-$14. A busy Thai store- 
front with run-of-the-mill curries and an excel- 
lent menu of Thai salads. In “yum nuer,” for 
example, slices of sirloin sparkle with chili 
and lime. Lovely Thai-style iced tea. No beer. 
TEMPLE BAR, 1688 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 547-5055. $8-$18. Outra- 
geously popular yupscale bar from the own- 
ers of nearby Grafton Street. Amid oak, 


leather, and vintage posters, Harvard Law 
kids and their profs mingle with hip young 
Cantabrigians and middle-aged bookish 
types who still populate the neighborhood. 
The fusion menu is more about aspiration 
than execution; its few smart, inventive 
ideas (lemon thyme in the clam chowder) 
are overshadowed by the pure gooey quan- 
tity of most dishes. Magnificent baked-pota- 
to plate, though. 


BOMBAY BISTRO, 1353 Beacon St. 
(Coolidge Comer), Brookline, 734-2879. $8- 
$14. A new, modem look in Indian restau- 
rants makes this one suddenly popular amid 
the Szechuan fans of Brookline. Well-execut- 
ed dishes off the familiar Punjabi menu, with 
some new ones to this market: chicken or 
seafood xacuti with tamarind-coconut curry, 
and a Peshawari nan with coconut and 
raisins. You can even dress up a little. 
CAFE ST. PETERSBURG, 236 Washing- 
ton St. (Brookline Village), 277-7100. $9- 
$19 (lunch, $4-$8). At last a serious, ele- 
gant Russian restaurant, featuring cool, 
neoclassical renditions of flavorful Russian 
dishes. Nothing sloppy about the borscht 
here, nor the blini, the pozharski cutlet, or 
chicken tabaka. A lot of neat vegetarian 
surprises, like beet pancakes, vegetarian 
stuffed cabbage with raisins, and a great 
venigret beet-potato salad. Waiters wear 
tuxedos even at lunch. 
FAJITAS & 'RITAS, 48 Boylston St. (Rte 
9), Brookline, 566-1222. $5-$12. Lively, ca- 
sual Tex-Mex restaurant and margarita bar. 
FIVE SEASONS, 1634 Beacon Street 
(Washington Square), Brookline, 731-2500. 
$10-$17 A storefront macrobiotic restuarant 
from Jamaica Plain hits the big time in 
Brookline. Ignore the contradictions and 
enjoy the excellent chowders, sea-veg- 
etable salads, basic grains, stir-fries, and 
— if your diet allows — superb seafood en- 
trees. Just watch out for anything that usu- 
ally employes dairy products, sugar, or 
eggs, such as most of the desserts. BR 
Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m 
FUGAKYU, 1280 Beacon Street (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, (617) 734-1268. $15- 
$40. Large, beautiful restaurant serving 
many kinds of Japanese food at a high 
level, not just sushi, although the sushi and 
sashimi are very good. And the sushi bar 
circled by a ring of moving wooden ships is 
a conversation piece. Some highlights were 
the caterpillar maki, sashimi, tempura, and 
the really delicious tempura (fried) ice 
cream 
GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Circle), 
Brookline, 566-9688. $11-$44. Arguably 
the best sushi bar in Boston, certainly one 
of the most avant-garde, yet well-grounded 
in tradition, as evidenced by the more than 
20 brands of sake, the wide range of 
cooked appetizers, and the solid tempura 
and teriyaki. Somewhat random service 
won't bother those who come in expecting 








— Katherine Wolff 


to share tastes. 

INDIA HOUSE, 239 Harvard St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, 739-9300. $8-$15. A 
handsome room that brings the wonderful 
institution of the Indian buffet lunch to 
Coolidge Comer. The dinner menu is rather 
nondescript so far, considering that the 
same owners have an Indian grocery across 
the street stocked with exotic edibles. 
KIYOSHI SUSHI HOUSE, 398 Harvard St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 232-5800, 
739-8679. $6-$10. Authentic addition to the 
several small sushi palaces along Harvard 
Street and Harvard Avenue. Unusual sushi | 
include marinated vegetables, but one | 
should not miss the noodle soups. Sound- 
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Now circling overhead 
in two great locations 


track of '50s jazz. 
MATT MURPHY’S, 14 Harvard St. (Brook- 
line Village), 232-0188. $6-$16. Real Irish 
pub with good food. Actuaily rather Irish 
good food at that. Very bizarre, but every- 
one else is too busy enjoying to make much 
of the situation. Insanely large portions, 
too. Don't miss anything with the french 
fries and homemade ketchup, the various 
Savory pies, soups, salads — really, any- 
thing. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
NIKO’S RESTAURANT, 187 Harvard St. 
(Coolidge Comer), Brookline, 277-2999. $4- 
$14. A rare find: actual Greek food at Greek 
prices and plenty of it. Dips like ultra-garlicky 
skordalia and subtle taramasalata. Cheap, 
huge spinach pies, gyro sandwiches. Full- 
flavored meatballs, stuffed grape leaves, 
roast lamb, and real mashed potatoes. Very 
decent fried chicken for the kids. Small but 
sincere. BR Daily, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
PANDAN LEAF, 250 Harvard St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 566-9393 
$6-$29 (lunch, $6-8). Boston's third and 
maybe best-yet Malaysian restaurant 
Certainly the best-looking, with a modern 
bistro style. A few highlights of this novel 
cuisine are the pandan-leaf lobak as an 
appetizer, the gado-gado salad, spicy In- 
donesian chicken, and a soupy bubur cha 
cha for dessert. Explanatory menu and 
many “safe” dishes make this an easy 
place to jump in, or bring a group 
SHALOM HUNAN, 92 Harvard St. (Brook- 
line Village), 731-9778. $7-$20. Glatt 
kosher attempts at the classic dishes of 
pork-loving China, succeeding perfectly 
with the steamed sea bass, and pretty well 
with pan-fried dumplings, mu shu veal, and 
General Tso’s chicken. Nice service and 
chocolate cake for dessert offset a some- 
what sweet-and-bland palate. 
TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St., 
Brookline, (617) 277-8272. $10-$15 (tapas 
cost less). The most modem Spanish tapas 
place in the city may also be the most authen- 
tic: there really are no dinners per se, and the 
food is tuned salty and small to complement 
the dry sherries of Spain. A great evening if 
you like this kind of eating, and better if you 
connect early and often with the grilled as- 
paragus, white anchovies, pollo en pepitoria, 
shrimp in garlic oil, or the cheese platter. 
ZAATAR’S OVEN, 242 Harvard Street 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 731-6836 
$9-$14. Zaatar’s has added sit-down din- 
ners to its popular brunch-lunch flatbread 
bakery. The new room and menu are dairy- 
kosher in Israeli-Mediterannean mode; the 
kitchen knows modern cuisine and what do 
with a fish. Early picks are the six-bean 
soup, “merguize kabobs” (faux sausage of 
fish), and the chocolate bread pudding 
Service is evolving, and the wood-fired 
oven could get more play 
ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge Cor- 
ner), Brookline, 975-0075. $7-$13. Despite 
the name, a very un-nostalgic, postmodem 
kind of delicatessen with generally excellent 
food and very reasonable desserts. Un-nos- 
talgic means low-fat pastrami, chicken soup, 
and such, but also glorious comed beef, 
whitefish salad not to have to die for, and ex- 
cellent daily sorbets. BR Daily, all day. 


Somerville 


DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
661-3254. $17-$22 (entrées); $3.50-$7.50 
(tapas). A rare outpost for Spanish-from- 
Spain cooking. Tapas capture the tone and 
savor of the original, from slices of potato 
omelet and fresh anchovy fillets to garlicky 
potato salad and sautéed portobello mush- 
rooms. Starting at $3.50 a pop, you can af- 
ford to experiment. 

EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (Powderhouse 
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Sq.), Somerville, 666-8282. $6-$9. A tiny, 
out-of-the-way place with great, great Asian 
food. The menu is North Chinese and Thai, 
but the keynote is loving treatment of basic 
ingredients in dishes like chili eggplant 
royal tofu, and spicy squid. 
EAT, 253 Washington St., Somerville, 776- 
2889. $13-$18. More homey than haute, 
this Union Square hole in the wall is at its 
best with modern takes on American faves 
like pork chops, catfish, and pear crisp. A 
pleasant, parlorlike room fills up with neigh- 
bors who like the friendly vibe and the 
owner, Charlie, who circulates around the 
tables checking in on everyone's dinner 
BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
EVOO, 118 Beacon Street, Somerville, 
(617) 661-3866. $16-$23. Chef Peter Mc- 
Carthy, late of the Bostonian Hotel, boldly 
opens Somerville’s most expensive 
restaurant and the foodie stampede be- 
gins. When he’s on, he’s on: buttermilk- 
fried oysters, sweet marinated quail, and 
wood-grilled bass all show spark and sub- 
stance. But the fast-and-loose approach to 
ethnic idioms means the food isn't always 
as consistent as the sculptural presenta- 
tion would have you believe. 
HOUSE OF TIBET KITCHEN, 235 Holland 
St. (Teele Sq.), Somerville, (617) 629- 
7567. $6-$9. The first Tibetan restaurant in 
New England, and something of a one- 
room cultural exhibit with background 
music, rugs on every chair and bench, and 
a potted history of Tibet on the menu. Next 
door is a Tibetan Buddhist resource center 
and gift shop, but first relax with some but- 
tered tea and really excellent momo, the Ti- 
betan answer to Peking ravioli. 
JOHNNY D’S UPTOWN RESTAURANT, 
17 Holland St. (Davis Square), Somerville, 
776-2004. $6-$14. Where else can you eat 
inventive, healthy food while sipping draft 
microbrews and listening to Luther “Guitar 
Jr.” Johnson? Try the conch fritters with 
sweet-potato fries, maverick grits, vegetari- 
an dishes, anything Southern. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 
JOSHUA TREE, 256 Elm Street (Davis 
Square), Somerville; 623-9910. $6-$15 It's 
in Davis Square, but it's designed like a 
downtown trendster bar, with industrial 
Steel trim and waiters in black T-shirts. The 
menu is mostly by-the-numbers bar food 
and Mexican stuff, but it does have its mo- 
ments: terrific pinto beans; a “mojo roast 
pork loin” that got our mojo going. Thirty- 
two beers on tap. BR Sat., 11:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m 
PALENQUE, 300 Beacon St., Somerville, 
491-1004. $10-$15. This great little mole- 
in-the-wall proves to New Englanders that 
classic Mexican cooking can be tangy and 
complex instead of just hot. Try the carnitas 
(pork tips in an unsweetened chocolate-or- 
ange sauce) or anything with the cilantro- 
heavy salsa verde. Bring your own beer 
BR Sun., 11 a.m. to3 p.m 
REDBONES, 55 Chester St., Davis 
Square, Somerville, 628-2200. $6-$15 
(lunch, $4-$7; all-you-can-eat ribs and 
chicken, $7-$8). Big food for big guys. 
Loud and bright and legendary for barbe- 
cued, grilled, and smoked things, hoofed 
or otherwise. The Arkansas ribs are phe- 
nomenal; so are the Buffalo shrimp. Try 
the corn pudding to start. The wait is long 
but worth it. Cash and checks only. 
VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway (Sullivan 
Square), Somerville, 628-1921. $10-$20. 
Behind a convenience store called Vinny's 
Superette lurks this den of pure East 
Somerville underworld cool. Great chops 
and profuse pasta served on red-and-white- 
check tablecloths, and more antipasti than 
you can shake a stick at. Try the amazing 
pork chop in vinegar-pepper sauce. 
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BRUINS FAN 
Cute, professional SWF, 
32, petite non-smoker, love 
the ocean, rollerblading, 
biking, backgammon, 
museums, racing fast cars 
and love traveling to DC an 
San Francisco. Seeking 
tall, professional SWM, 30- 
39, non-smoker, for fun and 
much of the above! #5761 


JUST NOT RIGHT 

23 year old original, a little 
warped, into laughing, 
snowboarding (more 
wannabe than anything), 
live bands, football and ter- 
rible movies. Seeking 
SW\M, who's fun. 5789 

MAIDEN IN DISTRESS 
Looking for Don Quixote, to 
battle windmills! Only fools 
for love need apply! SF, 28 
5694 

POETRY IN MOTION 
Creative, thoughtful and 
sometimes zany DF, 31, 
bionde/blue, great figure 
enjoys fiction writing, 
evening-long conversation, 
music from Tom Waits to 
Ella Fitzgerald, tennis and 
more. in search of possible 
long-term relationship with 
thoughtful, intelligent, 
attractive and fit guy, 30- 
40, for dining out, adventur- 
ous pursuits and an occa- 
sional board game! > 
5687 

NEVER DULL 

SF, 21, seeks guys who are 
never boring and some- 
what intelligent. I'm outgo- 
ing, curvy, with brown/blue 
Native Bostonian? Even 
better! Have something 
interesting to say? Like 
music and sports? Seeking 
men, 21-25, who are smart, 
funny and handsome. 
5559 


EXOTIC LOOKS 
Exotic looking, intelligent, 
mixed race female, 21, with 
down-to-earth personality 
and good sense of humor, 
seeks male, 20-26, for 
friendship, possible 
romance. 44987 


SHEENA IS 
One-time New Wave girl, 
now doctoral student, 29, 
seeks nice boy with punk 
rock roots, for burgers, 
subversion and Scrabble 
™5680 


SKI ADDICT 

Nice SF, 33, blonde/green, 
with craziness of Kate 
Hepburn, believes one 
should be friendly to ail. | 
enjoy New Order, my rot- 
tweiler, drinks on a 
Caribbean Beach, my job 
(honestly), and Jackie 
Chan films. Seeking confi- 
dent, not cocky, man, 29- 
36, for long-term relation- 
ship, skiing and who under- 
stand’s the addiction of ski- 
ing. #5561 
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ATTENTION 
SUPERHEROES 
Lois Lane is bored with 
Superman. Looking for my 
new super hero to play 
with. Quirky Clark Kent 
types okay too. SWF, 26! 

™5685 


CAN YOU KEEP UP? 
Busy, professional SWF, 
22, red/blue, trim and tal- 
ented, desires indepen- 
dent, well-read, attractive 
older man, 30-40, for low- 
key evenings. 15464 


HOW’S YOUR 

FOUCAULT? 
SBiF seeks her very own 
post-colonial/post-mod- 
ern/post-structuralist 
(anything but post-feminist) 
theory whore, with a weak- 
ness for Buffy and Roswell, 
hardcore and indie. Me:26, 
black/brown, vegan. You 
more or less the same 
75380 


Hi, | AM... 

a SAF college student 
petite, nice and funny, 
enjoy reading, listening to 
music, dining, cooking, 
movies and conversations 
Love to meet someone 
who is very nice and kind, 
has a sense of humor, for 
friendship first. #5158 


MOSTLY MOD 
Funny, smart and hip SF, 
23, strawberry blonde/biue- 
green, great figure, enjoys 
bookstores, record shop- 
ping, cheap eats, and good 
art. Seeking tall, slim, 
attractive, intelligent guy 
24-30 to see choice bands 
with, go to museums, take 
road trips, and other stuff 
75661 


MILLENNIUM BABE 
Attractive, classy, outgoing 
SWF, 26, loves loud music, 
football, new challenges 
and adventures. Seeking 
non-smoking, fit, open- 
minded, spontaneous, gen- 
uine, local Boston-area 
SWM, 26-32, for casual 
dating relationship. ##4072 


ASIAN DUMPLING 
SAF, 21, 5'4”, easygoing 
and adventurous, - loves 
going out and bar-hopping! 
Looking for SM, 21-28, for 
red roses and interesting 
conversations. #74918 


ABLE TO LAUGH 
Friendly, outgoing SF, 31, 
dark blonde/biue, nice 
smile, enjoys sporting 
events, anything outdoors, 
Italian cuisine and “Animal 
House”. Seeking honest, 
hard-working, mature guy, 
30-45, for dinners, drinks 
and catching the game. 
74882 


HIGH STANDARDS? 
French SWF, 31, PhD, 
attractive, fit, with high 
standards, seeks _intelli- 
gent, attractive, sophisti- 
cated SM, preferably fran- 
cophile/French, 27-35, into 
ming-stimulating conversa- 
tion, the arts, traveling, for 
friendship, perhaps more 
73010 


ATTRACTIVE, 
Vivacious SHF, 28, loves 
dancing, dining, movies, 
and working out. Seeking 
attractive, fashionable, 
romantic, spontaneous, 
open-minded, Hispanic/ 
multi-racial S/DM, 21-35, 
for friendship, maybe more. 
75131 


THE SILENT YELL 
Sensitive, funny SWF, 
red/blue, 5'5", 150Ibs, with 
sense of humor, likes bar- 
hopping, Dave Matthews 
tunes and memorable films 
from the 80s, like “Dirty 
Dancing”. Seeking cool, 
good-looking SWM, 21-30, 
for possible long-term rela- 
tionship. #74279 


EUROPEAN 
INTELLECTUAL 
SWF, 30, 5’3”, slim, fit, 
attractive, enjoys concerts 
(classical, jazz), indepen- 
dent movies, theater, art, 
travelling. Seeking _ tall, 
slim, athletic, intelligent 
well-educated, creative, 
intriguing WM, 30s 

74374 


Cute SWF, 29, seeks 
friend, to read Faulkner, 
Irving, Proust, Miller, Woolf 
Stein, Lawrence or classic 
SF with. #5414 


CREATIVE & SENSITIVE 
Spritely, slender, blue- 
eyed, young lover of sound 
and color, with crooked 
sense of humor, seeks 
kind, open-minded, chal- 
lenging, older mentor type 
gentieman, with stability 
™4202 


VIVACIOUS BLOND 
Tall, blue-eyed slice of 
apple pie, professional, 
educated, sometimes sar- 
castic, always witty, seeks 
fun, affectionate, grounded 
SM, 28-40, to share 
Boston, outdoors, film, love 
of words, good beer and 
laughter. #74185 


BRAINY BLONDE FOX 
Shapely, whip-smart, chic, 
cultured, head-turning, 
blue-eyed SWF, profes- 
sional, 23, naughty, but 
intellectual, truly extraordi- 
nary, “seeks ultra-classy, 
older male, for decadent 
romance. We're both the 
creme de la creme. Do it! 
79867 


PERFECT MATCH 

My ideal man: Hal Sparks, 
wearing a_ bow tie and 
playing the cello. Your ideal 
woman: A_ smart and 
spunky redhead who loves 
NPR, Latin music, and dark 
beer. 774911 


COOL SCHMOOL 
Slim SF, 30, attractive, 
artsy, loves animals, digs 
nature! Into road trips, 
reading, extreme vaca- 
tions, music, laughing. 
Looking for SM, 27-34, with 
similar interests, off-beat 
humor, who's down-to- 
earth and open to adven- 
ture. 4853 


Don’t forget to 
make your message 
interesting sis. 





PARADOX GIRL 

SJF, 24, redhead, brilliant- 
yet dim, calm- but hyper, 
driven and _ floundering. 
Seeking someone affec- 
tionate, who can handle my 
whims, admit when he's 
wrong and most important- 
ly, smile. f2208 


MAUDE 

Tom Waits, radiohead, 
Dylan, biking, poetry, sushi, 
whiskey. Passion 4 words 
and smart comedy. 
Sensual, selfless, sarcastic 
SWF, 21, lost in thought, 
happy in silence. SM? 
Twentysomething? Harold? 
5003 


SCUBA DIVER 
Pretty scuba diver, 36, 5'7”, 
slim, long hair, seeks on 
land adventure! Enjoys out- 
doors, running, violin, trav- 
el, ocean and romance. 
Seeking tall SWM, 35-48, 
5'11"+, who's fit, caring and 
honest, for great relation- 
ship. #4169 


BEAUTIFUL INSIDE & 
out! SBF, 30, shy, petite, 
active, in search of SBM, 
30-35, for friendship! non- 
smoker. 44595 


I'M TOO BUSY! 

One can never be too busy 
to date... but the hunt? 
SWF, 32, blonde/blue, 56”, 
attractive, German-looking, 
athletic, creative, entrepre- 
neur- Seeking SWM, who's 
confident, funny, 5’7"+, for 
a date... or two! #5226 


TOP GUN 
Fun, athletic female, 28, 
with dynamic dimples and 
ankle tattoo, enjoys moonlit 
walks, champagne toasts, 
a live Entrain show, snow- 
baording and a good Anne 
Rice novel. Searching for 
fun-loving, mysterious guy 
to travel the world to the 
end of the galaxy! #75230 


SUMMER 99 
SWF, blond/blue, 5'4’, 
funny and cute, likes the- 
ater, films (comedy & hor- 
ror), alternative music, 
clubbing and various out- 
door activities. Seeking 
SM, 18-23, funny and 
sweet, for dating/possible 
relationship. T4243 


ASIAN BEAUTY 

SF, 22, petite, introspective 
and zany; seeking SM, 22- 
35, for romance and fun at 
night. Big biceps and 
strong pecs would help. 
Let's get it on, baby! 
T4439 


ARTIST 

29 year old painter, strange 
and evil- with a goofy 
streak, hate meeting peo- 
ple in bars. Enjoy all types 
of music, love art, movies, 
in reading or drawing. 
Seeking someone who has 
a great sense of humor, 
open-minded, sensitive, 
romantic, for possible rela- 
tionship. #5151 


PARTY GIRL 
Fun, charming and friendly 
Springsteen fan, 18, 
blonde/blue, enjoys roller- 
blading, clubbing and ski- 
ing. Seeking young, good- 
looking, friendly guy, who's 
interesting and smart, for 
fun, dating and Friday night 
parties! 175164 
CONVERSAZIONE 

SBF, 27, fit, 5'7”, attractive, 
writer, seeks fit, attractive 
man (5'9"+) for movie 
dates, poetry readings and 
the occasional cup of cof- 
fee. T4894 


| READ... 
The New Yorker, the 
Boston Globe, Entertain- 
ment Weekly, Vanity Fair, 
the Phoenix (of course), 
Vogue, and the Sunday NY 
Times. Do we have some- 
thing to talk about? #74912 


RIGHTEOUS BABE 
SF, recently athletic, 29, 
5'7", independent, attrac- 
tive and creative, Wiccan, 
seeks free spirit as 
“Phishing” friend, for New 
Year's and possible 
romance. 494877 


LIFE IS FOR LIVING 
SWF, $', 95ibs, 
brown/brown, loud and lots 
of fun, enjoys movies and 
music (“American Beauty”, 
“Dead Poet's Society”, 
Barenaked Ladies and 
Guster) and parties 
Seeking adventuresome, 
bold SWM, 20-27, for dat- 
ing and fun. #4270 


SEEKING SBPM 
SWF teacher, 26, 5’3”, 
brown/hazel, thick- in the 
right places, loves R&B, 
travel, laughing. Seeking 
good-looking, marriage- 
minded, professional, kind, 
confidant man, for long- 
term relationship. #3406 


INTERNATIONAL 
Petite, outgoing SF, 22, 
(smoker/drinker), casual, 
international, enjoys danc- 
ing and adventure. Seeking 
SM, 21-27, who knows 
what taupe is. #4381 


SASSY BLONDE CHIC 
Looking for you. Do you 
believe in destiny? Be a 
part of mine. SF,.5'1”, 30, 
brains, body and beauty all 
in one. You- cultured, sexy, 
athletic, professional, with 
a zest for life, 25-35. 
4337 


AND SHE WAS 
Tall, lively, spirited, smart 
city aficionado, 34, 
brown/green, enjoys bik- 
ing, travel overseas, Gypsy 
Kings and Thai cuisine. 
Seeking affectionate, 
funny, engaging intellectu- 
al, 30-36, for weekend 
adventures and serious 
fun! #5228 

FUDDY DUDDY 
Witty, loyal, square SWF, 
31, dark  brown/dark, 
enjoys reading, early Bond 
films and nice quiet dinners 
with Sinatra in the stereo. 
Seeking big, loyal, witty 
guy, 32-50, who'd be inter- 
ested in a nice Italian girl. 
Serious only. #5092 


CHEMISTRY? 
Red-haired, _ biue-eyed, 
professional SWF, 28, 
hardworking and real, 
seeks sharp, stylish, down- 
to-earth, professional male, 
29-35, for rollerblading, 
daytrips, good beer/coffee, 
comfortable company and 
chemistry! #72685 


CAMBRIDGE FUN 
Irish Catholic, described as 
wholesome looking- but life 
is full of contradictions. 
Looking for someone who 
is local and interested in 
theater, museums, movies, 
dinner. #5213 


BROWNIE POINTS 
SWF, 25, 5’7”, brown/blue, 
looking for SWM, 25+, 
5'10"+, fit; someone who 
can hold a conversation or 
throw down a few beers. 
Brownie points for men 
who can do both! #71061 


EXOTIC VEGAN 
Exotic vegan, likes going to 
parties, watching videos, 
sitting by the fireplace and 
drinking in it's warmth. New 
to Boston. | sing. Into elec- 
tronic dance music, groove 
and ambient. 25794 


| dig dogs and drawing. 
Lovely SJF, 34, 
artist/teacher, seeks edu- 
cated, successful dude 
5’6"+, non-smoker, chival- 
rous, fun, possible long- 
term relationship. #4375 


Brainy, bicycling beauty, 
34, with invincible opti- 
mism, and __ infectious 
laughs, seeks playful, left- 
ist, punster Mister, for cre- 
ative synergy, unbridled 
affection, serious frivolity, 
hiking, world travel, and 
building a family. #4757 


ABOVE AVERAGE 
Sweet blonde-haired train- 
er/model, 30, nice and 
humorous, (like Elaine on 
Seinfeld), enjoys working 
out, four-wheeling, football 
games and comedy clubs. 
Seeking long-term relation- 
ship with muscular con- 
struction type guy, 29-36, 
with equal parts looks and 
maturity and who'd do any- 
thing to help people out. 
75582 


JUDE LAW? 

BF, N2 arts, lit, techno, jazz 
and adventure. In search of 
Jude Law type guy for des- 
tiny. Foreign accent, alter- 
native thought, distinctive 
dress- a plus. 
English/art/theater majors 
are a BIG plus. 275657 


GREAT 
RESULTS 


Pheonix VA 72ers 


Of course, I’m 
telling them I watch 
“Just Shoot Me” every Tuesday, 
I love Cuban food, go salsa 
dancing every weekend and 
believe winter was invented 
for snuggling. 


fo respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-3 70-201 5 


PLEASE BE MY DREN 
Pop-cultured, cynically 
hopeful female, 33, 
blonde/blue, volunteer 
teacher, enjoys Sushi, The 
Ramones, The Clash and 
other hip 80s bands, spo- 
ken word performance and 
exploring new places! 
Seeking very intelligent 
Frasier Crane-type, 32-40, 
who's in a helping profes- 
sion, with excellent attitude 
and sense of wonder, as a 
work-out partner, both 
mentally and physically. 
5663 

SEEKING ROMANCE 
SWF, 18, 4'11", 90lbs, 
blonde/hazel, enjoys the 
beach, movies, dancing, 
dinner, and all sports. 
Seeking romantic, sweet 
SWM, 18-25, to sweep me 
off my feet. #5530 


MEOWMEOW... PURR 
Feisty female feline seeks 
cool SWM Tomcat, for cat- 
nip, catnaps and frolicking. 
Alternative music, offbeat 
movies and endless laugh- 
ter a plus. No ex-girlfriend 
fleas, please. #5513 

LARGE & LOVELY 
Looking to kick back with 
someone who has an 
excellent sense of humor, 
enjoys good conversation, 
wonderful food and a great 
bottle of wine. I’m an attrac- 
tive, full-figured woman, 
who’s looking to meet 
someone who laughs easi- 
ly, speaks freely and knows 
how to relax. #75381 


WHEN | GROW UP 
Quick-witted, bitchy shopa- 
holic, 33, spikey 
blonde/blue-gray, FNX lis- 
tener, Henry Rollins fan, 
enjoys the occasional dirty 
novel, theater, concert- 
going, and swimming in 
“garbage cans”. Seeking 
artistic, honest, creative 
“Mad Max”, 28-38, who’s 
patient and caring, for long- 
term relationship, going to 
show, late night tea and... 
75470 

TARZAN=JERK 
Professional SWF, Jane, 
34, world weary Brit, 
blonde, blue eyes, buxom, 
seeks tall, upbeat SBM. 
5397 


SMARTY CHICK 
College student, 19, 5’10”, 
seeks a guy who can intel- 
lectually challenge me. 
75474 

ASIAN BEAUTY 
Attractive, sweet, open- 
minded, honest, fit, humor- 
ous, ambitious SAF, values 
family. Seeking secure, 
successful, kind, consider- 
ate SM, 28-35, for friend- 
ship/LTR. #5279 


DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
Educated and attractive 
SBF, 30, classical musi- 
cian- yet loves Pearl Jam, 
Filter, Kravitz; enjoys play- 
ing soccer, checking out 
the latest action/thriller, 
NFL (and totally into the 
Discovery « Channel!). 
Seeking SWM, with similar 
interests, for fun and possi- 
ble relationship. #4494 


OUTDOORSY 
Friendly, active SHF, 24, 
black/brown, visually 
impaired with glasses, 
enjoys live music, baseball, 
city walks and comedy 
films. Seeking outgoing, 
caring man, 25-30, with 
similar interests, for friend- 
ship and possible relation- 
ship. #5277 

GREAT SMILE 
Funny, intelligent, competi- 
tive blonde, 27, (Ally 
McBeal with pierced belly- 
button), enjoys Erikah 
Badu, running and cotton 
candy. Seeking intelligent, 
humorous animal lover, 27- 
37, with sense of direction, 
for romance. #5103 
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COME AND GET ME 
SBF, 32, 57”, with great 
sense of humor, seeks 
spontaneous down-to- 
earth, romantic SWM, 30- 
37, for dating and long-term 
relationship. 15167 

ATARI ENTHUSIAST 
30, 5’6”, 130Ibs, scientist 
enjoys mountain biking 
movies, cooking, libraries 
working out, micro brewery. 
Seeking humorous SWM 
28-40, challenger for fast 
paced, excitement filled 
hours of pong. #5588 

PARTY GIRL 

I'm a 19 year old female 
with long brown hair and 
brown eyes, 135ibs, who 
loves going to clubs (a rave 
someday) kick boxing and 
hanging with friends 
Looking for a fun guy to 
spend some times with 
™1914 

BLUES IN MY LEFT... 
Thigh, you got the funk for 
my right? Fiery-maned and 
just haif tamed artist/schol- 
ar/creative mind, seeks a 
deep, throaty murmur to lull 
me asleep as the chill of 
this Autumn creeps in 
75184 

DANCER 
Light-skinned beauty seeks 
great-looking male, late 
20s-40, to teach me to 
dance salsa, etc., and to 
enjoy each other’s compa- 
ny. 74915 
Statuesque, attractive, fit 
DWF, 30s, both fun-loving 
kid and alluring woman, 
seeks man who desires a 
permanent and passionate 
relationship. #4970 

MULTI-LINGUAL? 

Creative, intelligent college 
girl, 18, brown/brown, 
enjoys concert-going, read- 
ing and travel. Seeking sin- 
cere, open-minded, cultur- 
ally aware, young artistic 
guy, who gets into Siouxsie 
and the Banshees, for 
casual dating and dinners 
at a local Italian cafe 
5307 

WITTY 
Brash, witty and sarcastic 
SWF, 27, seeks college- 
educated intellectual snob 
25-35, who enjoys base 
humor, X-files and the 
crossword. 95317 
SWF, thirty-ish, attractive 
PhD career-committed, 
skier, mountain biker, fire- 
side novel reader, seeks 
active, educated, profes- 
sionally content, relation- 
ship-minded SWM, 33-43 
with dry wit and map read- 
ing skills. 73448 
Attractive female, 30, with 
herpes, seeks handsome 
man, 28-35, into exercises, 
movies, music, for dating, 
possible relationship 
™5020 

BLACK BEAUTY 
Very attractive BF, 5'6’ 
138lbs, searching for WM, 
27-55, who’s conservative, 
fun, generous, ambitious 
75387 

VERY YOUNG 50 
Looking for a generous 
soul, professional SWM 
44-56, who's adventurous 
passionate, sincere and 
sensitive. Not giving up 
hope that you're out there 
75166 


EX-MASOCHIST 
(ALMOST) 
Passive activist, 
empathist creative 
emphas-ist, unruly idealist 
and shy sensual-ist, seeks 
anti-miserable-ist sexy 
affection-ist and compas- 
sionate reflectionist, under 
36. Ready to give up identi- 
ty crisis-ist. T4548 


NO CHEESE GROMIT! 
Professional chic, 24, 
seeks unconventional geek 
boy for fun times in 
Providence. Up for Azon 
flicks, dinner out, live 
shows, or a game of pool? 
Creativity, honesty, and 
intelligence required 
5727 

HIGH ACHIEVER 
Strong, independent, pro- 
fessional. SWF, | seeks 
never-married SWM, 23- 
34, for friendship first. | am 
tall, well-educated, love life 
and prize honesty, high 
intelligence and a sense of 
humor. #5395 


CLASSY GEM 
SWF, 30, dirty-blonde/blue 
5'5”, very pretty, thin, pro- 
fessional, in search of out- 
going SWM, 30-36, who's 
intelligent, tall and good- 
looking. Light smoker 
drinker ok. | love music 
dining and good times 
Good heart. #5385 
LIVIN’ LA VIDA LOCA 
SWF, 31, full figured, sexy 
loves kissing, cuddling, 
classic rock, country music, 
my cowboy hat, being dif- 
ferent. Serious beach bum, 
let's live la vida loca and 
walk life's beaches togeth- 
er. Kisses. 43873 
NEW CHICK IN TOWN 
Professional, attractive, 
stereotypical redhead, 28, 
into wine, exotic cuisine 
film, impressionists, sar- 
donic wit, diverse experi- 
ences. Seeking creative 
enigmatic tour guide/play- 
mate/relationship, who's as 
comfortable giggling as 
spouting political conspira- 
cy theories. #73113 
WHAT MUST | DO 
to find a tall, romantic SM, 
over 30, who likes movies 
museums, music, and com- 
edy? Tall attractive SBF, 30 
wants to know. #3949 


SLIGHTLY OFF CENTER 
Full-figured, attractive, fun- 
loving SWF, 22, seeks 
good-looking SWM, 21-33 
to cut loose with. #75768 


Attractive BiWF, 24, long 
dark/dark, seeks attractive 
BiWF, under 35. Worcester 
area, no couples. T4886 
E=EXCITE 

23 year old female, looking 
for SM, 25-40, 5’8”-6'+, ath- 
letic build, who'd enjoy con- 
certs, clubs, travel and is 
open-minded to new things 
Excitement is my middie 
name. 5488 

AND | COOK TOO 
Smart, pretty, funny SWF 
35, enjoys golf, dancing 
having fun, good wine and 
great conversation! 
Seeking SWM, 25-40, with 
like interests, to experience 
all that life has to offer! 
75764 


hostile 


TREAT ME RIGHT! 
Sexy, voluptuous, Mediter- 
ranean female, seeks 
“Euro-male Generous 
passionate nature required 
“Unibrow’ a plus... 15425 


CHARMING, ARTISTIC 
Funny, athletic, wild SAF 
professor, new to Boston 
enjoys dancing, laughing 
dining out. Seeking soul- 
mate, to search fountains of 
youth. #4990 


WANTED: 12/31 DATE 
Busy film professor, mid- 
30s, pretty, stylish, funny 
procrastinator; meant to 
find date fort New Year's 
Eve, but... Seeking interest- 
ing, creative professional 
25-42, with idea for ringing 
in the new century. #5615 


ARTS, LIFE, HUMOR 
Seeking mensch, any color 
age, ethnicity, to laugh at 
foibles share __ theater 
books jazz Brahms 
Bartok, talking to strangers 
OR. offbeat travel, with 
attractive outdoorsy 
woman, 50s. Home grown 
sons, Spanish. #5659 


NOT DULL/INSANE 
SWF, 44, (looks 30), in the 
Health Care field, former 
musician, 5'4”, 125lbs, no 
kids, seeks creative SWM 
non-smoker, with excellent 
looks and smarts! 775619 


HATE TEDDY BEARS? 
I'm 30-something, dark- 
haired, brainy, very ener- 
getic and look a little like 
Emma Peale. Remember 
her? Then you're probably 
within my ideal age range, 
30-40. If you're fit-as-a-fid- 
die, a bit of a babe, over 
5’9”, smart as a whip, confi- 
dent in your uniqueness, 
irreverent and appreciate 
contradictions, give me a 
call. #5708 


CARPE PER DIEM 
Boston: Back Bay/South 
End friends sought by 42 
year old SWF, of slim pro- 
portion; intelligence and 
income. City bred and 
glued. 775654 


NICE GUYS!!! 

| am a 5’3” brunette, 38 
with blue eyes, looking for a 
nice, honest guy to enjoy 
some time with. | love ani- 
mals, reading, movies, any- 
thing that's fun. I'm spiritu- 
al, honest and cuddly 
5517 


JUST LOOKING 

I'm bored with going to bars 
and not having fun. I’m not 
necessarily looking for a 
long-term relationship, but | 
am hoping to find a com- 
panion to do things with 
75565 


THE WONDERFUL LIFE 

Outgoing, warm, cheerful 
true romantic, 50, enjoys 
reading, animals, dancing 
travel and thinking about 
new ways to meet some- 
one special. Seeking very 
sensitive yet equally strong 
man, 44-58, who’s honest 
intelligent, humorous, to 
live, laugh and be merry! 
75595 


To place your FREE Personal call 61 7-859-DATE 


ANECDOTES OF 
DESTINY 
Imaginative, fun and intelli 
gent female, 45, blonde 
blue, great legs, prone to 
physical activities, traveling 
adventures meditation 
Vivaldi, cuddling and many 
other flights of fancy. In 
search of kind, affectionate 
intelligent man, 38-50 
who's open-minded, active 
and likes themselves! 

75416 
DWM, 38, 57”, firefighter 
health conscious, enjoy 
cooking, movies, music 
dancing quiet times 
Seeking romantic S/DWF 
possible long-term relation 
ship. #75529 

SHE DID IT HER WAY 
Funny, introspective intel- 
lectual 40s pepper 
black/brown, enjoys com 
plex films, cooking, jazz 
music and the unpre 
dictable weather of New 
England. Seeking a mature 
male, who'd appreciate 
being together and all that 
life presents. 775415 


NO EMPTY SUITS 
Attractive middie aged 
woman, of wit, and sophis- 
tication, seeks dining, and 
desert companion, well 
traveled, highly creative 
good conversationalist 
Seeking entrepreneurial 
gentleman 40+, of style 
with common _§ interests 
™5422 

EXCITE ME... 
Gregarious, adventurous 
swarthy man, sought by 
independent, creative, lov 
ing beautiful woman 
You're open-minded and 
quietly self-confident. I'm 
medium maintenance 
interesting, interested, fit 
positive-minded,giving and 
courageous. T5383 

RU THE ONE? 

I'm told I'm an attractive 
very open, honest and car- 
ing person and would like to 
meet the same in male 
form! Divorced super-mom 
of 3 by night seeks ener- 
getic, one-woman man. Are 
you romantic and trusting? 
Maybe you're the one 
75487 

CONQUER ME! 

In different ways. Russian 
girl wants to meet a white 
man, 25-60, with sense of 
humor, with different inter- 
ests in arts, travel. Seeking 
friendship and spirituality 
first. 5430 

THE REAL THING 
Tall, attractive, Italian SWF, 
38, loves to laugh and 
enjoy life. Looking to meet 
a genuinely nice guy, with 
looks, kindness, and a 
desire for an ultimate long- 
term relationship. T4818 

A TRUE COMPANION 
Professional DWF, 38, with- 
out children, intelligent 
agnostic, creative, loves 
being in nature, seeks 
S/DWM, possibly older, 
who's intelligent, feisty 
open-minded, kind, and 
has experience in an long- 
term relationship. 773349 

PARTNER IN FUN 
SBF, 36, seeks friendship 
with sincere SBM. Love to 
go to Celtics and Red Sox 
games, live concerts and 
movies. Want to try hiking 
Nothing complicated, want 
to enjoy life. 75188 


FREEDOM 
I'm a big, beautiful, biracial 
buxom artist and consul- 
tant. I’m intelligent, very 
straight-forward, adventur- 
ous and want to tango with 
someone special. #5193 


CUTIE PIE 
SWF, 30s, smart, sweet 
petite, seeks dancing fool 
for cultural immersion and 
creative conversation, but 
not below the Mason-Dixon 
line. T3356 


IMAC CANDY 
Seeking a jock who reads 
novels, to play in all the 
ways grown-ups play, with 
a passionately-curious seri- 
ously-educated smalil- 
waisted _ thirty-something 
kick-boxing beauty. 14664 


PRAISE 
Two puppies, one woman 
35, seek man, 32-40, with 
patience and kindness, to 
participate in training, con- 
sistency, playfulness and 
understanding of the fine 
line between what we need 
to teach and learn. #75173 
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IRONY SAVES... 
my sanity in these troubled 
times. If you get it, still see 
the humor, we could get 
along. Older? Younger? 
Race? It’s your mind | want 
8043 
ENGLISH 3 + HALF 

Hiking boots, skiing boots, 
riding boots, drinking boots, 
deck shoes, running shoes, 
dancing shoes, follow me 
home and shoes 
Professional SWF, 38, in 
search of thirty-something, 
professional SWM, with 
similar range of footwear. 
73878 

CATWOMAN 
SWF, 41, bionde/green, 
loves to dance and watch 
sports. Seeking SWM, 35- 
42, who's tall, handsome 
and a cat lover like me 
Let's get together and have 
some milk. 274796 

LIKE A BUTTERFLY 

Spontaneous, fun, easygo- 
ing, quick witted, intelligent, 
kind, honest, pretty, never 
boring, if you can handle it, 
call me? You'll be pleasant- 
ly surprised. #78571 

MYSTERIOUS 
Raven black hair, smoul- 
dering brown eyes. Full-fig- 
ured, voluptuous, DWF, 43, 
wishes to meet sweet, kind, 
romantic, affectionate, sexy 
bad boy for long-term rela- 
tionship. | enjoy beach, 
dancing, movies, arts and 
you. #1742 


BRAINS A-GO-GO 
SF, works as a writer, 
aspires to be an eccentric 
explorer. Recent adven- 
tures: breaking horses, 
researching Victorian cir- 
cuses, bat watching. 
Seeking well-read scout- 
master, 30-45, to help 
blaze the trail. 74866 

MAKE ME SMILE 
SBF, mid 30's, attractive, 
fit, funny, outgoing and car- 
ing. Enjoy life, traveling, 
movies and conversation. 
Seeking an athletic, fit, 
honest g y in 30's for pos- 
sible LTR. #96715 

LOVABLE AND 

SENSIBLE 

SWF, intelligent, volup- 
tuous, loves classical, quiet 
evenings at home, walks 
on the beach. Black 
dress/jeans. Seeking n/s 
male, 35-50 who likes 
same. Let's warm up 
together for the winter sea- 
son. 475734 

ATTENTION... 
Are you a SWM, 28-40, 
5'10 or taller, down to 
earth, romantic. Do you like 
football, dancing, alterna- 
tive blues/rock music, and 
adventure? If so call me, 
let's have fun. #74109 
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SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
SWF, 43, cute, curvaceous, 
with loving heart and heak 
ing energy into performing 
arts, ocean views, fire 
places, golf, great mas- 
sages. Seeks honest, 
secure SWM, 40-50, for 
laughter, companionship 
Spiritual exploration 
4550 


SWEET AND SEXY 
Very attractive, warm, pas- 
sionate, romantic, sensi- 
tive, honest SBF, 34, still 
believes in magic. Love 
laughing, surprises, danc- 
ing and music. Seeking 
humorous, easygoing, sen- 
sitive, sincere SWM, 25-45, 
for candies and cham- 
pagne. #F2922 


MORE FERGIE... 
than Di. Unconventional 
redhead, 38, size 8, sweet 
with a wild streak, seeks 
adventurous prince, 31-46, 
who knows how to laugh, 
love, and live. #5010 


SERIOUS&FUNNY 
DWF, 5'8”, 52, bookish, 
deep, attractive, love 
nature, my woodstove and 
view. Many hobbies, play 
guitar, dance, professional. 
Seeks care, comfort, com- 
panionship, sex, emotional 
growth, fun and travel 
74917 


Attractive, intelligent, sin- 
cere and happy SWF, 35, 
seeks SM, with similar 
qualities. Loves films, 
books, Europe, travel, the 
outdoors. 173647 


Wacky, bright gal, 35, 5’4”, 
130Ibs (in’ right places), 
enjoys skiing, cribbage, 
Belgian beers. Seeking 
good guy, 32-43, with mojo. 
™4764 

Pretty, hazel-eyed 
brunette, DJF, 36, 5'8”, 
slim, likes comedy and 
music. In search of S/DJM, 
36-49, soulmate, who's sin- 
cere, humorous and 
romantic. 5665 


OCEANSIDE FIREPLACE 
and city balance career of 
fun, attractive, trim profes- 
sional, non-smoker, with 
great legs and joie-de- 
vivre. Seeking 6’+, 40-55, 
achiever with integrity and 
healthy lifestyle. Pluses: 
sailing, digital savvy, arts. 
7562 

Romance a ruby into the 
millennium. Attractive, 
energetic, ruby-haired 
SWF, seeking SM, 28-48, 
nice looking, fun, Inde- 
pendent music/dance. Let's 
Celebrate! #75723 


GAL PAL PLUS 
Relatively attractive and 
bright, self-sufficient, nur- 
turing textbook  editor/ 
singer, 55, 5’6”, a bit on the 
full side but carry it well, 
enjoys simple pleasures. 
Seeking compatible man. 
75672 


I'M CUTE DAMMIT! 
Voluptuous SWF, 19, 56”, 
enjoys art, music, cuddling. 
Looking for funny, prep- 
pie/alternative guy. Devote 
your attention, affection, 
time. Know how to treat 
women! Don't fight the 
urge, call. f°5746 

EXQUISITE/BLACK 
Slender, spirited, attractive 
SBPF seeks to meet 
SBPM, 45+, to share quali- 
ty time. Enjoys music, 
dancing, travel and good 
conversation. #95729 


TALL BLACK MALE 
professional SWF, 40, 5'7”, 
135 Ibs.,brownish 
red/brown. Enjoys camp- 
ing, beach, dining, quiet 
nights at home. Seeking 
tall, black male, prefer a 
shaven head. Friendship, 
possible long-term relation- 
ship. #5732 


GAL SEEKS FELLA 
Are you funny? Smart? 
Kind? Inquisitive? Tall, 
romantic, attractive 
woman, seeks brainy, cre- 
ative, attractive (in shape) 
man, preferably 40s, for 
long walks and more 
5691 
Friendly intellectual: petite, 
slender, affectionate, 
adventurous DJF, enjoys 
hiking, discussions, arts, 
classical music, dancing, 
the unconventional 
Seeking together JM, 50s. 
75234 


VERY BEAUTIFUL 
Petite, sexy, intelligent, 
confident, cultured DBPF, 
38, enjoys art, dancing, 
music, dining. Seeking very 
handsome, honest, funny 
S/DPWM, 32-42, non- 
smoker, who enjoys life 
Must be physically, emo- 
tionally and financially fit. 
Boston area. 75511 


ONCE AND AGAIN 
Having a great life, just one 
thing missing! Looking to fill 
that space next to me with 
a happy, healthy, positive 
guy. Would you wear white 
shirts and suspenders? If 
so I'd like to talk to you. I'm 
tall, blonde, 42 and want to 
be the female part of a 
great couple. M5525 


CARPE DIEM 
DWF, 36, seeks S/DWM, 
35-42, professional, non- 
smoker, for dining, dancing 
and romance. | have a 
great sense of humor and 
people tell me I’m a great 
cook. Seize the day! 
75378 

JAZZY LADY! 
DWF, vivacious and won- 
derful, looking for slim, 
attractive male, 55-65, with 
same attributes. | want a 
fabulous New Year's Eve 
date! Call me. #5462 

NEW TO AREA 
Good-looking, smart, sen- 
sitive, well-educated, pro- 
fessional SWF, 41, looking 
for someone to share her 
interests in movies, books, 
outdoors, life in general. 
75432 


Dear Dream Zone, 
I dreamed I was skating along when I felt something on my back. I 
looked back to find that it's a penguin! It seemed odd and funny that a 


penguin would be on my back. - 


EXPECTING MIRACLES 

Energetic, upbeat, friendly 
female, 31, athletic build, 
petite, seeks easygoing, 
honest, communicative 
guy, 28-35, with sense of 
humor, for blading, biking, 
hiking, weekend fun and 
romance. #5099 


1 NON-BLONDE 
SWF, 37, cute, smart, fit; 
favorites-ocean waves, bik- 
ing, sailing, skiing, shared 
fantasies, promises kept. 
Seeking long-term relation- 
ship with attractive, open- 
minded professional, who 
will call in sick when the 
mood is right. Must want 
children someday. #74799 


LET’S MAKE MUSIC 
Attractive female, 35, 
long/black/brown, seeks 
attractive, intelligent man, 
27-37, semi/long _ hair, 
musician+, for possible 
long-term relationship. 
™5292 


ARE YOU 33-43, 
witty, warm, attractive, out- 
going and marriage-mind- 
ed (like me)? | enjoy sports, 
rollerblading, hiking, 
movies, music, comedy 
and reading. I'm 36, 5'6”, 
height/weight proportion- 
ate, non-smoker, with no 
kids (yet). 173347 


QUIXOTIC & ARTSY 
SWF, 35, avid moviegoer, 
loves to dance, reggae 
fanatic and sometime poet, 
seeks creative, intellectual, 
romantic, affectionate man 
of color, 35-45, for long- 
term relationship. 74865 


GENTLEMAN PREFER 
Blondes! Bright; beautiful 
and bodacious DF, 49, 
medium build, seeks affa- 
ble, affluent, ambitious 
gentleman, with integrity, 
spirit and great sense of 
humor. “Must be healthy, 
wealthy and wise!” #4887 

A SEXY WOMAN 
| am smart, savvy sweet 
and sexy. You have all of 
those attributes, plus you 
are kind, masculine and 
handsome! #3216 


Y2K- NOT SOON 

ENOUGH 
Ready to move on. Savvy, 
sexy, smart PhD/ 
Academic, mid-40s, (5'4”, 
size 4), seeks engaging, 
witty man, 45+, with pas- 
sion and compassion, to 
share and enjoy the absur- 
dities of life. #79571 


ARTIST/MUSICIAN TYPE 
Fine, foxy, feminine, edu- 
cated, artistic, music lover, 
professional, youthful 40s, 
5'9”, dancer’s shape, in 
search of, tall, athletic, trim, 
educated musician/artist 
type, for something real. 
Race and nationality not 
important. #24857 


SECOND TIME AROUND 
Northern MA DWF, 50, 
attractive, 108lbs, lover of 
literature, fine dining, trav- 
el, seeks male counterpart, 
who’s financially secure, 
non-smoker. Irish/English 
heritage. #5315 


WHERE ARE YOU? 
Female Phish-head seeks 
male counterpart, for 
shows, fun and adventure! 
Me: 5'5”, long blonde/blue, 
30ish, independent, loyal 
and sometimes comy. You: 
avid show-goer, real and 
pulls own weight. Let’s spill 
the beans until dawn. 
74342 

| DO EXIST 

Do you? Professional SJF, 
38, brunette, with great 
looks/mind/body, enjoys 
health/fitness/fun. Seeking 
a professional JM, 30-50, 
who's a great guy. 5275 

GOODFELLA? 
Caring,” bubbly, sexy 
female, 41, blonde/blue, 
with great legs, enjoys ski- 
ing, The Grateful Dead and 
any film with De Niro. 
Seeking loyal guy, 20-50, 
for wild Friday's and any- 
thing out of the ordinary. 
5229 

THE BELLE 

OF THE BALL 
Russian girl, very feminine, 
holistic lifestyle, open- 
minded, likes arts, writing, 
painting, cooking, dancing. 
Seeking SW gentleman, 
age unimportant, to share 
interests, possibly more. 
75429 
Attractive, down-to-earth, 
intelligent SBF, in search of 
SBM, 35-45, who's profes- 
sional, romantic and fun- 
loving. 5155 


WINTER ROMANCE... 
sought by attractive, pro- 
fessional SWM, 31, 57”, 
150lbs, searching for SF, 
sense of humor, enjoys 
movies, dining out, cafes, 
great conversations. 
3638 
Do you know the name of 
the Jetson’s dog? SWM, 
32, seeks SF, trivia lover, 
for fun and romance. 
™5765 

CLUB JOCK 
Open-minded, fun, happy 
guy, 30, into coaching 
baseball, clubbing, boating 
on Cape Cod-to mountain 
ski weekends and sports 
films. In search of hard- 
working, smart, honest 
female, 25-35, for dinners 
out, bar-hopping and coffee 
talk in smoky cafes. 
75795 


EX-ROCKER 
SWM, 35, long blond/blue, 
attractive, fit, tall; one time 
rocker who likes movies, 
games, romance, candles, 
quiet nights with a cuddly 
woman. Intelligent, honest, 
cooky. Doesn’t  drink/ 
smoke. #95763 


IRISH? ACTIVE? 
Read on! SWM, 27, seeks 
SWF, 22-30, for dating, 
hopefully more. | enjoy 
movies, going to the beach 
or mountains, going out on 
weekends. Hope to tind a 
funny, attractive woman. 
75747 

WELL, LET’S SEE 
SWM, 30, spastic sophisti- 
cate, fancy but lo-fi, seeks 
urbane companionship with 
fine, foxy thing, 25-35, for 
food, wine, philosophizing 
and quiet Sundays. Leave 
the cell phone at home! 
5776 

ALONE 

Pathetic, huh? It was once 
said that the worst possible 
punishment is to be alone. 
Friends and family are fine 
but the warmth and touch 
of that special someone is 
the essence of life. | enjoy 
life and everything it has to 
offer, indoors as well as 
out. But there’s one thing 
missing, love. SWM, 34, in 
search of... #°5778 


EYES LIKE THE DEVIL 
Strong, honest, hopelessly 
romantic handsome devil, 
30, will do almost anything 
and everything, especially 
if it's with someone | like! 
Like well-prepared food, 
music from Limp Bizket to 
ole “Blue Eyes” and old 
Bogart films. Seeking long- 
term relationship with self- 
less female, 24-34, inter- 
ested in discovering my 
most interesting qualities! 
75755 


WILD MIND 
Compassionate, hand- 
some, svelte, Zen-minded, 
irreverent, intellectual, pro- 
fessional artist, 25, SJM, 
5'7", looking for cerebral, 
brilliant, warm, creative, 
attractive, sensitive woman 
for tea and clever repartee. 
75673 


ATTRACTIVE ARTIST 
SWM, 28, 6’1”, long auburn 
hair, honest, caring, open- 
minded, sense of humor, 
loves alternative music, 
spirituality, Tim Burton. 
Seeking attractive, intelli- 
gent SWF, 21-33, with sim- 
ilar interests. 175237 

BAD BOY/GENIUS 
Just arrived from LA. 
Youthful 35, confident, 
inventive, hi-lQ, gifted, 
blue-eyed, black hair, gym 
addict. Think “catch”! 
5793 

LOVE CATS 

Wry, iconoclastic SWM, 25, 
browrvblue, glasses, seeks 
arty girl with wit and vision, 
23-27, for fun and adven- 
ture, indoors and out. Into 
poetry, driving, walking, 
music __(indie/4AD/punk/ 
more), comics, pubs, rainy 
days. Be cynical and 
romantic, serious and 
goofy, literate and low- 
brow. “Into the sea, you 
and me...” #5616 


WITH 


Betty 70, Palo Alto, CA 


Dr. Katya Ph.D. 


Fo respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-3 VAL EPALR | 5 


Just For Fun. SWM. into 
Jazz, Reggae, GD, moun- 
tain-climbing, skiing, travel, 
photography, animals. 
Seeking intelligent, attrac- 
tive, adventurous, passion- 
ate female, 21-31. 775745 
Sincere, fun-loving, offbeat 
SWM, 32, 6'1”, seeks SAF, 
to enjoy Boston area. Dine, 
dance, movies. Friendship 
first, possible long-term 
relationship. #5695 


NOSTRADAMUS DID... 
the Funky Chicken. Cute, 
eclectic and _ intriguing 
SWM, 35; interests: para- 
normal pursuits, anthropol- 
ogy, astrology. Seeking 
Interplanet Janet, to 
explore the mysteries of life 
and universe with. RSVP. 
75679 
SWM, 29, 6’2”, handsome- 
am | the only one who 
views life differently? 
Seeking attractive, inde- 
pendent SWF, for friend- 
ship first. #5725 


2000 KISSES 
SWM, 31, 6’, brown/blue, 
artist needs muse, (SWF, 
21-35) to ring in the New 
Year, quietly at home or 
partying in the street. 
75676 


CHECK THIS OUT! 
Still single, but why? 
Maybe because nice guys 
finish last. I’m handsome, 
fit, well-educated, new in 
town. You'll miss out unless 
you call. 5652 
Black male, 35, serious, 
drug-free, non-smoker, 
occasional drinker, enjoys 
music, holding hands, 
dance, walking, movies, 
dining. Seeking B/WF, 25- 
40, for romance/LTR. 
74037 
Good-looking, kind-hearted 
Caribbean born SBM, non- 
smoker, 37, 5'11”, seeks 
attractive, affectionate SF, 
25-45, for friendship/rela- 
tionship. #75690 
SW\M, 37, 6’, earth tones to 
snow cones, music-loving 
successful man, with feel- 
ings, loves animals, out- 
doors. Seeking active 
female, with similar inter- 
ests. 15138 

ATTRACTIVE SWM 
SWM, 34, 5’8”, brown/blue, 
very good-looking, fit, col- 
lege-educated, with full 
time career. Seeking SBF, 
5’-5'6”, who's very attrac- 
tive, fit, 25-35, for dating 
and long-term relationship. 
Sound like you? Please 
respond. 5564 

NEW ADVENTURES 
SWF, 37-43, desired by 
SWM, 25, blonde/blue, 
enjoys dancing, the out- 
doors, inner development, 
and laughter. Seeking emo- 
tionally/physically fit 
woman with similar inter- 
ests, for dating, possibly 
more, no drugs/bartypes, 
brown eyes a plus. #5536 


and Lauri 


Lauri: This penguin symbolizes someone or something that's weighing you down as you try to skate along through 
your life. Penguins are flightless birds so it might be some project you haven't been able to "get off the ground." 
But it could also be a "cold" person. Whoever or whatever it is this penguin represents is trying to get a free ride. 
Don't "skate" around the issue; you need to tell Chilly Willy to take a hike! 


Dear Dream Zone, 
This is a dream I used to have when I was younger. In my dream I'm all crunched up and being 


pushed through this tube like thing. I can sense that the tube is long with the top end in the sky and 
the bottom end on the earth. I can see my father's face when I finally come out. What is really inter- 
esting is that when I was watching my son being delivered into this world that dream flashed again in 


my mind. I thought that this is what my dream was about, me being born and my dad being the first 
- Raul 46, Pleasant Hill, CA 


person I saw when I was delivered. 


Dr. Katya: You've just interpreted that dream yourself. Well done! Notice that you are connecting heaven and earth. This is what happens when 
the divine spark that is the soul joins with the human organism and is born on earth. Only together can a soul and a body create awareness and the 
mind." There have been studies done on infant memory to find out how much a baby really is aware of during birth. Experts believe babies are 


more aware than we previously ever knew or thought. You are helping to prove that one! 


Dreams are messages and warnings, something you need to know. If you've had a strange dream lately write: 
The Dream Zone, Boston Phoenix Personals, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 or visit our web site 
www.thedreamzone.com and we'll reveal the hidden messages in your dreams! 





To place your FREE Personal call 6 1 7-859-DATE 


Adventurous, affectionate 
intelligent, fit SPM, 36, 5’6” 
seeks romance and fun 
with spontaneous, passion- 
ate, slender, sensual WF. 
25-40. 5545 
Country mouse seeks city 
mouse. I’m 35, non-materi 
alistic, artistic, handsome 
quiet but funny, enjoy sim- 
ple pleasures. UB 29-40, 
unusual. T5509 

'LL STOP THE WORLD 
Unique, creative, colorful 
man of many smiles seeks 
counterpart, for swimming 
through life with passion 
and building a_ family 
75523 

A GOOD CATCH! 

Former NYer, 27, Jewish 
teacher; intelligent, witty 
sensitive, romantic, hard- 
working, fun, active (skier 
rollerblader, movie buff 
travel enthusiast). In search 
of stable, intelligent, witty, 
caring, active, fun SWF 
75653 
Handsome SWM, 35, 6 
inactive herpes, techni- 
cian/musician, looking for 
an attractive SWF, with 
same problem, for friend- 
ship, possible romance 
75549 
ESCAPE (PINA COLADA) 
Non-smoking SWM, 32 
thoroughbred, Italian, gen- 
tleman with an immense 
respect for women 
Intelligent, style, educated 
handsome, . artistic, cre- 
ative, honest, sincere, loyal 
mature, very affectionate 
and extremely romantic 
Enjoys doing everything 
and anything, at least once 
Looking for a lady who can 
enjoy herself on a date, or 
who can be ready for a real 
serious relationship, thus 
eventually leading to mar- 
riage and a family. | seek a 
non-smoking SWF, 18-32 
to share quality time, similar 
interests, and activities 
with. Please don’t hesitate 
or be nervous, I’m really 
easy to talk with and | will 
elaborate more in my greet- 
ing to you. Now, all you 
have to do is dial my box 
number, listen, leave me a 
message and we _ will 
Escape. 175329 
JAPANESE MONSTER 
movies? Tattooed sinophile 
32, seeks partner in crime 
for silly giggles over some- 
thing or nothing. Sick of the 
lame bar scene? Me too! 
Silly or serous, | will reply. 
75617 

BOSTON BRED BOY 
Fun SWM, 35, 5'11” 
185ibs, green eyes, down- 
to-earth. Enjoys volleyball, 
skiing, movies. Seeking 
SWF, 25-31, 5’2”-5’6”, fun 
down-to-earth, innocent, for 
fun/LTR. 25628 


OUT OF STEP 
Art and foreign cinema. The 
Gardner to the Children’s 
Museum. Punk to experi- 
mental jazz. Indian food, 
twisted literature and felini- 
ty. SUM, 28, seeks a career- 
oriented, eclectic partner in 
crime, SWF, 24-30. #74871 


SEEKING SJF 


Arts and humanities, cafes ° 


and bookstores type, SJM, 
37,very cute, creative, 
clever, conversant and 
emotionally available, lyri- 
cal eyes, seeks similar, 
cerebral SJF, to become my 
best friend. #5375 


Nice guy, muscular, easy- 
going, not un-appealing- 
classical, folk, blues, old 
movies, Dr Katz, respect 
nature. Canoe. Bicycle. In 
search of. 45737 


Wanted: sophisticated, tra- 
ditional, white, Protestant, 
brown-eyed accountant, 
5'2”-5'6", medium build, 
20s-30s. Wanting marriage 
and family. Metro 
North/West. Tennis? 
Dancing? #5726 
LIGHT MY FIRE 

SWM, 28, seeks SF, 19-35, 
who's into sports, music, 
piercings and more 
Looking for my 20th 
Century Fox! Let me be 
your Lizard King. #5684 


Professional SBM, 6’, intel- 
ligent, kind, non-smoker, 
non-drinker, love family, 
movies, theater, music and 
books. You: kind, indepen- 
dent, honest, patient, love 
family and movies. Seeking 
friendship first. 75433 


ADAM SEEKS EVE 
SWM, 27, seeks SF, 23-28 
Looking for a third eye gal 
for mystical urban adven- 
tures. Former Liliths may 
apply. #5320 
Me: 29, long brown/hazel, 
extremely handsome- You 
young-looking and cute 
Dreaming of a blonde, with 
long hair, wrapped tightly in 
my arms under my down 
comforter, not necessarily 
for sex. 5463 


EXPLORER 

SWM, 35, educated com- 
puter professional, enjoys 
biking, kayaking, exploring 
and hiking. In search of 
SWF, 25-35, non-smoker 
relaxed LL Bean model 
type, with unconventional 
sense of humor»who enjoys 
the same and more 
5014 


MIND OF YOUR OWN? 
Tall, athletic, intellectual 
SWM, 28, enjoys Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, Chris Isaak 
Wally Lamb, Simpsons 
road trips, outdoors 
Seeking well educated 
attractive SF, 25-30, with 
biting sense of humor and 
irreverent attitude T4626 


BORED JEWISH F? 
Problem solved! I’m the 
NJB your mother wants for 
you- right schools, good 
job, blah blah blah. But 
what she doesn’t know will 
keep you entertained 
Intrigued? I'm 29 and 
™5191 


LOVE IS THE ANSWER 
Julie-artist, looking for Julie 
tall and slender artist 
Unable to hear your phone 
number, hope you'll call 
again. T5102 


CALL THIS AD! 
No man like me on this 
planet; most unique, funny. 
loving human-being you'll 
ever find. Adorable, very 
romantic, 32, 5°10". #5442 


DREAMING OF YOU 
Adorable SJM, 34, 5’10”, in 
shape, seeks nice, honest 
warm SF, 21-35, to share 
an honest, committed 
beautiful relationship 
75667 


Mind and body! Educated 
SWM, 31, 61”, attractive, 
very fit, seeks brainy 
together, thin, very attrac- 
tive 20-30 year old, to con- 
nect and see what hap- 
pens. 24969 


JOYFUL BROWN EYES 
Smart, funny, sweet guy, 
39, seeks non-smoking, 
articulate, open-hearted 
woman, to share friendship 
respect, compassion, fair- 
ness, grief, joy, growth and 
fun. Not interested in rais- 
ing children. Timely reply 
promised, 5558 


ALL-AMERICAN HUNK 
Fun, adventurous, down-to- 
earth contractor, 39, toned 
physique, model type, in 
search of smart gal-pal, 24- 
42 for any type of relation- 
ship. Enjoy sports, out- 
doors, reading and going 
out with you. #5580 


MY DOG THINKS.. 
I'm cool! Attractive, intelli- 
gent, athletic SWM, 31 
blue/brown, enjoys, biking 
reading, dining, staying in 
Seeking cute, petite, witty 
SF, 24-32. T5553 


SHY & HONEST 
Lifelong Cambridge native, 
27, shaved  head/dark 
brown, Chinese/Japanese/ 
West Indian cuisine enthu- 
siast, enjoys Iggy Pop, live 
concerts, bar-hopping and 
watching movies. Seeking 
honest, open-minded, 
voluptuous woman, 22-33, 
for casual dating/endiess 
possibilities. 4885 


NO LIMITS 
Outgoing, personable, car- 
ing guy, 22, work at a radio 
station, into road trips, 
Chinese food, live shows 
and people who aren't try- 
ing to be someone else 
Searching for that easygo- 
ing personality, an original 
female, 20-25, with good 
sense of humor, for nights 
out on the town and limit- 
less fun! T5756 


CLUELESS... 
in Framingham! DJM, 23 
Presentable, sweet. Seek 
SJF, 25-35, for casual, inex- 
pensive dates. Must have 
good heart, no pretensions 
Not into clubs, concerts 
Available for reunions, wed- 
dings, other goofy fun stuff 
75748 
GRAD STUDENT? 
Fit, active, _ intellectual 
SWM, 44, looking for spe- 
cial relationship with a 
young woman interested in 
exotic travel, great litera- 
ture, power, exercise and 
transcendent art and music 
75741 
HERPES 

Solid, friendly, intellectual 
45, seeks younger. You are 
thin, quiet, silly, passionate 
Like old houses, deserted 
beaches, bookstores 
Autumn. #5775 


DIGITAL FODDER 
Conversations about hair- 
less dogs, grunion runs, all 
the friends you wish you 
had, The OJ Simpson Chia 
pet and the ridiculousness 
of this message. 775752 


POSSIBLE LONG-TERM 
Intelligent professional 
DWM, 40 fun-loving 
dancer, healer and man- 
agement consultant, seeks 
woman, 28-40, for friend- 
ship, love and possible 
long-term relationship 
Boston. T5683 


LOST- 

Looking to be _ found 
Sincere, humorous roman- 
tic, 33, salt-n-pepper/blue 
seeks honesty and a sense 
of humor from a romantic 
female, 26-35. | enjoy trav- 
el, comedy shows, Tex-Mex 
and all types of music. Let’s 
do dinner, have a few 
drinks, converse some- 
where quit and who knows? 
75434 


FULL OF PASSION 
Down-to-earth, honest guy 
30 auto mechanic 
Chinese food fan, enjoys 
the internet, Chuck Norris 
films and cooking. Seeking 
long-term relationship with 
lovely female, 22-28, race 
unimportant, for fun times 
together filled with passion 
75467 

MR. FROG 

Mr. Frog, 27, the nicest frog 
available, looking for my 
princess. If you can change 
me into a prince, | will be 
your forever (who would- 
n't?). | love a good sense of 
humor. Half Italian, the 
other half, you have to ask 
5400 


BEST IS YET TO COME 

SWM, 35, brown/brown 
physically fit, attractive 
drug/disease-free, seeks 
tall, thin, attractive, very 
sexy female, for monoga- 
mous long-term relation- 
ship. Must enjoy Harley’s 
antique cars, racing and the 
finer things in life. 75417 


Ski Vermont. SWM, profes- 
sional 42 left 
Massachusetts for 
Vermont. See how life can 
really be lived. Seeking WF. 
35-43. #5743 


UNCOMMON 
Optimist, creative, attrac- 
tive, Italian entrepreneur 
(mature mentor), seeks fun- 
loving lady, any race, 40- 
60, partner, confidante, to 
share adventure, romance 
happiness. 5693 


Why can't | find first class? 
SWM, 39, business owner 
lovable, cuddly, sharp, intel- 
ligent, seeks partner/soul- 
mate for good times, shop- 
ping, fun, to enjoy finer 
things. Thanks. #8728 


| LOVE TOMBOYS 
You: lovely, slim tomboy 
under 35, no makeup 
You+!: preppie/WASPy, fun 
athletic, thin, ambitious, 
non-smoker, happy, normal 
|: SWM, 5°11”, brown/blue, 
handsome, 38. #5386 


CATERPILLAR 
If you flicker and you are 
beautiful, come glow inside 
my head. I'll be your teddy 
bear. You'll keep me warm 
Hopelessly hoping you are 
out there. 75376 


SPM, 26, 6’, blond/blue, 
seeks kind, attractive SBF 
who likes dancing, reggae, 
other Caribbean music, for 
dating, possible long-term 
relationship. #°5735 


BEST TIME EVER 
Graduate student, 29, BM 
seeks interesting woman 
from Boston area, 27+, race 
unimportant. If you're pro- 
fessional, drug-free, know 
what you want in life and 
seek interesting times, 
movies and companion- 
ship, contact me. Let's see 
where the millennium takes 
us. #5189 
Cute, funny, kind, caring, 
sharing, romantic SWM, 39 
5’8”, 175lbs, auburn/green 
no baggage/games. Enjoy 
comedy, blues, sports 
Seeking serious relation- 
ship. #5612 
Armenian business owner 
intelligent, attractive SWM, 
33, 5'11”, 195ibs, seeks 
average, easygoing female, 
20-45, for lasting relation- 
ship. #5424 

NATURE LOVER 
Athletic DWM, 42, 6'2”, pro- 
fessional, comfortable in 
nature, looking for self- 
assured, intelligent, attrac- 
tive woman, for nature, plus 
culture, romance... are you 
the one? #5578 
MUTUAL ADMIRATION... 
society of two, forming by 
taller, slim SWM, 50ish 
desirous of trim partner, 
with some educated pas- 
sions. Child okay. Celebrate 
happiness, goodness and 
all of learning, with Baroque 
music and love with me! 
Admire Asians, but race 
open. Write, call. 4 
71600 


INSPIRE ME 
Book loving art geek with 
poetic outdoorsy tenden- 
cies, 20, seeks ink-stained 
fingers and soulful eyes 
19-23, for honest conversa- 
tions, good movies, classi- 
cal romance and inspiration 
for works of beauty. 45557 


Clay loft on T, Connery-ish 
rugged, naughty non-jerk 
Cats. Fireplace. Mountain 
Bike. Skates. Desire blue 
jean baby. Smoker okay. 
™5490 
LOOKING FOR... 
Love? I'm a GWM, 38 
5'11", 165lbs, brown/blue 
attractive (whatever that 
means!) and in good shape 
Looking for long-term rela- 
tionship, with decent, hon- 
est, fun guy! #5398 
LONELY ROMANTIC 

Funny SWM, 25, 5'7 
seeks SWF, 19-32. Enjoy 
outdoor sports, books 
movies and music (duh) 
I'm simple- you can be too 
I'm full of surprises. fP?5669 


SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 
One of Boston's most eligi- 
ble, looking to settle down 
with the right woman 
SWM, 50, Harvard PhD 
witty, athletic, adventurous 
Financially secure, with 
sophisticated tastes, but 
not above watching tv with 
take-out pizza. Enjoys div- 
ing in the Caribbean 
trekking in New Zealand 
kayaking in the Northwest 
fine dining, indie films and 
Sunday mornings with the 
NYTimes. Seeking the real 
thing with a multi-faceted 
cosmopolitan woman, 30s 
who's bright, independent 
slim sexy, passionate 
about what she does and 
not afraid to get her hands 
dirty. 5618 

ENTREPRENEUR 
Successful entrepreneur 
seeks thin goddess who 
enjoys traveling, outdoors 
arts, music and exploring 
life I'm _ single 40 
blond/blue, 6’, fit, very 
attractive, with homes in 
Boston and on Cape Cod 
75452 

TRY ME 
DWM, Boston, attractive 
intelligent, moral, pleasant 
family-oriented, progres 
sive, enjoys life. Seeking 
companion, 30+, all cul- 
tures, for loving relation- 
ship. #6167 
Y NOT 2K? 

Full-time teacher, 37, 6 
180lbs, part-time artist and 
musician, wannabe chef 
experienced world-traveler 
beach-comber Fitness 
prone, passionate, curious 
honest, open, affectionate 
single... and y? #5671 

UMP SEEKS STAR 
Looking for SWF, 25-45, on 
Cape Cod, for companion- 
ship. Must like sports, fish- 
ing and alternative music 
Let's get together and go 
over the rules! #5658 
Fun, interesting, young per- 
son, looking for someone 
cool, 18-25, to hang out 
with. Looking to enjoy the 
finer and funner things in 
life. If your in/near the North 
Shore, leave me a mes- 
sage. T5394 
SWM, 23, likes movies, 
conversation, clubs 
Looking for engaging, out- 
going, funny SF, 20-32, for 
fun times. #75326 

OPEN HEART 

Fiery, tender, self-aware, 
adventurous psychothera- 
pist/rock singer, seeks soul- 
ful lover for everlasting kiss 
Very handsome, sexually 
alive, 6’, long-blond/blue, 
very youthful 45, (still get- 
ting carded!). “All | want is 
you.” 4788 


AEROSMITH AGENT 
Peregrine, movie drenched, 
SWM, 45, of garage band 
days, seeks complemen- 
tary SF, 29-50, gourmand 
naturist, and anglophile, for 
Monadnock-Stowe week- 
ends and long-term rela- 
tionship. Red Sox fans, 
Alpine skier most welcome 
75643 

GOT LOVE? 
Attractive, spiritual, diverse 
sensual SWM, 40-some- 
thing, brown/blue, 5'8”, 
good shape, smoker, seeks 
attractive, physically fit 
understanding, sensitive 
SF. #74024 

DREAM OF GENIE 

“Abra Cadabra...poof!” 
Petite, curvaceous SF, 25- 
44, genuine nice person 
sought by humorous, hand- 
some, musical, magical 
SWM, 39, 5'11”, 170lbs 
75145 

Nice guy, attractive SWM, 
5'7", 135lbs, 40s, smart and 
mature, seeks similar SWF, 
for friendship. Prizes petite 
artistic loners. Education a 
plus. #3100 


Artistic, handsome, profes- 
sional SBM, thirty-some- 
thing, seeks tall, attractive 
SF of color, non-smoker, in 
good shape, for adventure 
romance much more 
74890 


ENGLISH/JEWISH CHAP 
SM, 50, never married 
kind-hearted, marketing VP. 
conservative values, seeks 
marriage-minded, outgoing 
sincere female, Jewish pre- 
ferred, 35-45, who likes ani- 
mals. #91342 


Humorous affectionate 
SW\M, 41, seeks fun-loving 
outgoing commitment- 
minded sweetheart, for life- 
time of hugs, kisses, danc- 
ing, romancing. Serious 
calls only please. 779031 


Actor, handsome, athletic, 
sophisticated, sensitive and 
passionate SWM, 30s, 
ceeks model-type SBF, 20- 
30, who's sexy, well-built 
with classic beauty. #5431 


Sensitive man, 48, 5’8” 
seeks spiritual partner 
Love of life, children, Tao 
organic gardening and the 
Deep feminine. #5232 
Candlelight search 
Handsome, trim WM, 6 
unmarried businessman 
seeks sensuous, philosoph 
ical SF, 40s, who enjoys 
music dancing film 
intense conversations 
79150 
Emotionally/financially 
resolved, very attractive 
trim, patient SWM, 40s, 6 
witty cosmopolitan, shares 
the mirror, accommodates 
your _ sensitivities film 
dance, frolic. 79659 


DIFFERENT ARMENIAN 

Professional self- 
employed, ambitious SWM 
young 40, 5’9”, 175lbs, ath- 
letic adventurous and 
open-minded. | am seeking 
same in an_ attractive 
down-to-earth, hard-work- 
ing, intelligent woman, 28- 
38 not necessarily 
Armenian. Good sense of 
humor must. #5560 


Say Y- not 2K. Let's shoot 
pool, sing, make each other 
laugh. WM, seeks female 
35-40, for friendship, danc- 
ing, writing, ‘aesthetics 
™4972 

ADVENTURER? 
WM, 46, fun-loving, hand- 
some intelligent love 
humor, music movies 
adventure. Seeking attrac- 
tive woman, any race, who 
is gutsy, fit, Curvaceous, 
sensual, intelligent, affec- 
tionate, 30-49. #75521 


Reliable, sincere SM, 40 
brown/blue, non-smoker, 
athletic build, enjoys day 
trips, the gym. Seeking 
attractive SF, 28-40, with 
similar interests. 195427 


All hail Northeastern! Bikini 
sweetheart wanted. SWM, 
62, 5'8”, 185lbs, enjoys din- 
ing, dancing and bowling, 
seeks slim, attractive SWF, 
under 125ibs. #3746 


Honest, sincere, decent, 
educated SWM, 54, enjoys 
short trips, romantic 
movies, travel Seeks 
SW/AF, 20s-50s, who 
believes in love. 171374 


100% ME! 
Intelligent, kind and com- 
passionate Italian guy, 45, 
5'11”, 175lbs, very good- 
looking, project manager 
for bridge building compa- 
ny, prefers talk radio, The 
Border Cafe, Scorsese 
films, pasta and beautiful 
women. Seeking intelligent 
kind, attractive female, 25- 
45, for long-term relation- 
ship and who knows 
75579 


PARTIALLY TAMED 
Professional gentleman, 
45, 5’8", 173Ibs; your moth- 
er will like me. Active, many 
interests; sailing, skiing, 
antiques, the arts. Seeking 
sane, fit, available non- 
smoker, S/DF, professional, 
for friendship, possible 
long-term relationship 
75518 


MAKE THE WORLD GO 
Round! SW\M, info-preneur. 
50 (looks 40), 6'1”, 170Ibs 
convivial, funny, motivated, 
progressive, diverse, likes 
hiking, reading, photogra- 
phy, writing, Coltrane, “L.A 
Confidential”, Chagall 
Seeking female, 38-46, 
who's warm, comely, social- 
ly aware, for long-term rela- 
tionship. #5522 
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9 LIVES 

SWM, 23, likes music, 
drinking, good food and 
Guns n’ Roses. Looking for 
an attractive female who's 
interested in going to bars- 
and just generally chillin’, 
nit illin. Race unimportant 
75563 

Anxiously awaiting- 
Healthy, attractive, clean- 
cut SBM, young-looking 45, 
6’, 200lbs, clean-cut. 
Seeking attractive female, 
33-45, for long walks, good 
conversation. Race unim- 
portant. #5528 


EARTH TO VENUS 
Fit, attractive DM, 46 years 
young, 5'10", 173ibs, 
healthy, brown/brown, fun, 
have 2 teens; romantic 
man from Earth (Salem, 
NH) looking for same in a 
woman ready for love 
5482 
BRITISH POP 

Blond, blue-eyed, extreme- 
ly good-looking (so I’m told) 
college student, 22, into art, 
techno and fashion 
Seeking attractive, fit 
woman, 20-25, for 
fling/possible long-term 
relationship. #5423 
Romantic, sincere DWM, 
50s, straight musician, 
seeks honest, open S/DF. 
30-45, for friendship first, 
possibly more. Music lover 


| KNOW YOU'RE 
out there... but | can't find 
you. You're 20-30, athletic, 
cute, honest, masculine. 
im 22, 6,  t6Gme, 
brown/green, very good- 
looking and seeking LTR. 
Love outdoors, music, 
movies and fun times 
73364 

CHECK THIS OUT 
GWM, 33, short brown hair, 
enjoys swimming and 
yoga, seeks the same, for 
casual or serious relation- 
ship. Worcester. 22714 

SEEKING DADDY 
Very handsome GWM, 28, 
5'11", 150lbs, seeks rela- 
tionship with world-class 
gentleman. If you're looking 
for a fine young man, I'm 
the one. 15637 
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RISK TAKER 

Take a chance to find a 
good friend and maybe 
more. Handsome GWM, 
22, seeks good-looking 
GWM, 22-30, to talk, laugh, 
eat, drink and dance with. 
You'll never know unless 
you try. #5037 


INTERESTING 
Seeking to work toward a 
monogamous relationship 
with someone sincere, opti- 
mistic, loyal honest 
Friendship first, leading to 
genuine connection. Me 
Portuguese, 31, enjoys din- 
ing out, dancing, movies, 
social gatherings. #3238 


BUY YOU A FEELIN 
SBM, 19, 6’, 230Ibs, enjoys 
movies, conversations and 
comedies. Looking for 
long-term relationship, 
someone 18-29, who's 
humorous, outgoing and 
likes to take walks 
Extremely romantic a plus! 
75591 


CARING, HONEST 
GWM, 28, 6’, brown/hazel, 
love hugging, going out 
Seeking caring, honest 
white straight, Bi, or gay 
male, 25-55, for friendship 
only. Worcester and greater 
Worcester area. T4851 


OLD AT HEART 
People think I'm older than 
| am. You're the same way. 
Me: WM, 19, 5'11”, 190Ibs, 
Straight-acting, likes books, 
music, movies, junkfood 
and NPR. You're 18-24 
Friends- maybe more. 
75640 


CUTE, YOUNG, HAPPY 
Looking for that someone 
special, 18-35. | am an 
actor, singer and a dancer, 
husky build (not fat/not 
slim), enjoy the theater and 
having general fun 
Looking for more than one 
night and | want someone 
honest and caring, who's 
not afraid to cuddle. 
75633 


SEEKING DADDY 
GWM, 28, 5'11”, 150lbs, 
very handsome, seeks 
relationship with world- 
class gentleman. If you are 
looking for a fine young 
man, | am the one. #5638 

Y2K SURVIVALIST 
Friendly, passionate GM, 
24, brown/brown, buzz cut, 
5'11",  160lbs, enjoys 
movies, traveling, herb 
sampling, the occasional 
evening in as well as the 
wild night on the dance 
floor! Seeking in-shape, 
enjoyable guy, 22-30, 
who’s warm, funny and 
smart, for hanging out and 
winter enjoyment! 495757 


BM FOR DATES 
GBM, 30, successful, 
handsome, masculine, 
built, smooth, 5'7”, 155ibs, 
ambitious. Seeking GM, 
average or excellent 
shape, young (25-35), pas- 
sionate, masculine and 
down-to-earth. #5792 


LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE 
Hyper, spontaneous and 
giving guy, 29, brown/blue, 
with a great smile, gets into 
dancing, travel, concerts, 
Country divas and cuddling 
while watching campy 
films Seeking fit, 
employed, down-to-earth, 
boyish-looking guy, 25-34, 
who can be both wild and 
tame. 75581 


YOUNG AND IRISH 
Straight-acting, cute under- 
graduate, GWM, seeks 
same, 18-25, for possible 
long-term relationship 
Enjoy movies, WFNX, 
reading, working out, and 
bar-hopping. Not into 
scene. T5507 


FUN FUN FUN 

Cute 23 year old, 
blonde/blue, 6'2”, 190ibs, 
seeks someone who's into 
dinner, theater, movies 
cuddling and having fun 
Must be cute, with a killer 
sense of humor, 20-30 
Let's chat! #75396 


ATTRACTIVE 
GWM, 24, brown/hazel, fit 
athletic body, good sense 
of humor, living in unfriend- 
ly Back bay, seeks hand- 
some, masculine, profes- 
sional male, 30s-40, with 
great personality, who'd 
enjoy working out, movies 
at Kennels, dining out and 
weekend relaxation. 
Dark/gray hair a plus. No 
smokers. 5471 


FERDINAND THE BULL 

Tall, extroverted blond, 
early 30s, with big hands 
and even bigger... heart, 
well-educated, well-trav- 
eled, loves Boston, a good 
brunch at Geoffreys, a 
good film by Schumacher 
and the post-mortem yard 
sale outside of Spiritus. 
Fellow funster (25-35) 
sought for misadventures 
and that possible spark! 
79878 


NO ONE IS LIKE ME! 
Athletic, outgoing, fun guy, 
30, with nice eyes, hard 
worker, enjoys rollerblad- 
ing, the ocean, partying, 
Korn and playing Hockey. 
Seeking long-term relation- 
ship with confident, mascu- 
line guy, 20-35, for great 
Italian dinners, a night of 
billiards and dancing! 
75466 


FRENCH/EUROPEAN 
Cute, romantic, quality 
GAM, 29, seeks attractive, 
honest, passionate, cul- 
tured, worldly French/ 
European or Canadian 
man, 28-45, for friendship, 
dating, relationship. 
75686 

SLEEPLESS IN WORC 
Handsome, conservative, 
professional, clean-cut 
GWM, 25, 5'9”, 150lbs, 
brown/hazel, enjoys music, 
traveling. Seeking mascu- 
line GW/HM, 23-35, with 
similar __ interests, for 
monogamous, long-term 
relationship. #5104 

MASCULINE JOCK 
Very cool, masculine 
GWM, 31, 5’9”, 158lbs, 
smooth, toned, good 
shape, non-smoker, attrac- 
tive, seeks very masculine, 
muscular, completely non- 
scene, un-affected, gen- 
uine, blue collar type, for 
friendship, more. Beefy 
guys a plus. 4908 

MASCULINE JOCK 
WM, 29, 6’, 185ibs, work 
out 4-5 times a week, 
extremely masculine, very 
good-looking, muscular, 
athletic, down-to-earth guy. 
Seeking WM, 21-32, who's 
into working out regularly, 
athletic, , genuinely mascu- 
line, very good-looking, 
down-to-earth, for relation- 
ship/friendship. #4663 

NORMAL, 
GOOD-LOOKING 
26, very good-looking, ath- 
letic sane guy, looking for 
same. I’m 5'11”, 165lbs, 
brown/brown, have gym- 
nastic build with very cute 
face as well as a great per- 
sonality. Seeking someone, 
20-30, with same qualities. 
No exceptions. 45527 
TWINK 

Outgoing, honest yet mis- 
chievous guy, 22, smooth 
and slim with eyes that 
change from hazel to blue, 
likes Alanis Morisette hang- 
ing with friends, dancing 
and other weekend 
exploits. Seeking honesty, 
respect and humor from a 
big-hearted guy, 21-35. 
75319 

STUDENT SWEETIE 
GWM, 18, 510", 140lbs, 
attractive, honest, sensi- 
tive, nice guy, sincere, 
romantic at heart, seeks 
similar young, fit student. 
Let's go to a show or Stay in 
and keep warm. Your 
choice. T4214 
NICE AND NORMAL, 29 
Very nice, normal, sensi- 
tive, attractive, non-smok- 
ing GWM, 29, 6’, 170lbs, 
good shape, professional, 
seeks similar guy, for dat- 
ing and long-term relation- 
ship. You be considerate, 
smart, cute and honest. 
3350 


HOW ‘BOUT A DATE 
Queer lefty, 32, good-look- 
ing, like Shakespeare, 
Dawson, Dusty, Nick 
Hornby and bridge. 
Seeking dates with guys, 
24-40. No particular type 
Must be out and have a 
sense of humor. #75283 


ASIAN BOY SEEKS 
body builder. Me: cute, 
young, dark and smooth, 
muscle-worship, good 
heart, smart, loving. You: 
older than 35, heavier than 
180lbs, muscles a must. 
Goal: friendship, possible 
relationship. #5225 


SEEKING DAD 
Very attractive, intelligent, 
young dude, 21, student, 
tall, blond/blue, selective 
seeking very tall, strong, 
educated, masculine man, 
with impressive creden- 
tials, for potential long-term 
relationship. #3088 


WICKED MEGA LOVE 
Saw Gigolo Aunts show, 
realized | was looking for 
the “Super Ultra Wicked 
Mega Love”. Is that too 
much to ask? I'm 25, 6’, 
185ibs, dark/dark, with 
goatee. Looking for down- 
to-earth, friendly, kind 
“someone”, for friendship 
first. 5090 


CUTE & BUILT 

Cute guy, 26, 5'8”, in 
Boston, enjoys lifting, BCN, 
FNX, jocks and having fun 
In search of str8-acting 
who's into fitness, the 
woods, beach and movies 
4462 


CONSIDERATE GUY? 
Passionately nerdy GWM, 
28, looking for other con- 
siderate, thoughtful guys. | 
would enjoy the company 
of voracious readers, con- 
stant talkers or serious 
armchair cultural critics, 
very much! #4195 


LOOKING 4 BIG GUY 
Fun-loving, laid-back, sin- 
cere WM, 27, 6’, 155lbs, 
handsome, masculine, no 
scene, into loud rock, base- 
ball caps, travel, Harrison 
Ford movies. Seeking 
stocky to very husky, mas- 


‘culine WM, 21-36, for long- 


term relationship. 71055 


FIREPLACES... 
Sincere, spontaneous 
GWM, 26, can take the 
scene or leave it. In-shape, 
handsome, seeks adven- 
turous, well-read, humor- 
ous friend, for fun times, 
long drives, exciting travels 
and potential. #4900 


LOVEABLE... 
but lonely. GWM, 31, seeks 
GWM, 30-50, for long 
walks on the beach, movies 
and cuddling. | love fishing, 
hunting and a good bottle 
of wine. I'm 6’, 195ibs, 
brown/green. #5546 


lo respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 


SPIRITED FUN 
Cute, slim, fit tall, hard- 
working guy, 27, into 
humor, balance and life’s 
passions. Seeking same, 
24-35, for musing over cof- 
fee, mountain biking, 
laughs over good food and 
exploring the world. 
75489 


ARTBOY NEXT DOOR 
Slenderly cute (5'11", 
145ibs), 29, theoretical 
iconoclast, searching for a 
slim, sardonically artsy 
intellectual guy, to dance, 
paint, meow, work-out and 
perform simple text 
karaoke operas. UB 24-30. 
74741 


GREAT FIND 
Personals are new to 
me.Professional consul- 
tant, 32, 6'2”, blond/hazel, 
190lbs, compassionate, 
smart guy who enjoys the 
outdoors, movies, hanging, 
most music, NPR, travel, 
photography, food and be 
goofy. Looking for same. 
74754 


CUTE IRISH KID 
Are you caring, cool, cute 
and 21-25? Do you enjoy 
Guinness, Jack Daniels, 
hanging out with friends 
and enjoying all that life has 
to offer? Yes! We should 
meet for a drink. Friends 
first. #5231 

DWARF TOSSING 
24 year old, 160lbs, 
brown/blue, great looking 
goofball, into Buffy, hard 
boiled eggs, The 
Wiseguys, scabby knees 
and good times. Looking to 
meet a hottie who isn't 
afraid to belch in public. 
73734 


ECLECTIC ART BOY 
Laid-back, energetic guy, 
29, 5'10”, 155lbs, 
blond/blue, filmmaker in 
band, seeks cool, highly 
intelligent, boy-ish, icono- 
clast type with wild mind. 
74910 


THE LAST ONE! 

I'm the last of the normal 
ones, spontaneous, outgo- 
ing GWM, 32, 5°11”, 
210lbs, brown/hazel, non- 
smoker, a great catch, 
enjoys theater, indepen- 
dent films, reading, 70s- 
80s music. Seeking attrac- 
tive GWM, 30-45. #8706 


PRINCE CHARMING 
wanted! Clean-cut, good- 
looking SWM, 23, 62”, 
175lbs, blond/blue, seeks 
relationship-minded, 6'2”+, 
romantic, caring, honest, 
fun-loving, mid-20s to early 
30s MANLY man, for inspir- 
ing conversation, beach 
walks, evenings at the the- 
ater and warm embraces. 
74460 
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70’S TYPE OF GUY 
GWM, 28, 58", 148, 
brown/hazel, good looking, 
employed, happy and con- 
siderate. Seeking GWM, 
18-35, who is into music, 
life on the go, with similar 
interests. | could be him. 
75774 


MASSAGE ACTION 
Seeking young, in-shape, 
masculine, cool WM, to 
enjoy relaxing, full-body 
massage. I'm real fit, cool, 
clean-cut, athletic, fun. Go 
for it. 74722 


RARE FIND 
Curious SM, 23, very 
Sstraight-acting, good-look- 
ing, seeking straight-acting, 
straight-looking SM, 19-25, 
who is also curious or in 
closet. #4320 


JOCK 

BiWM, 30, brown/brown, 
very good-looking, looking 
for clean, straight-acting 
WM, 18-30, for fun and 
quiet times together. 
75110 

Central NH WM, 24, 5'10”, 
165ibs, light brown/hazel, 
part-time student, good- 
looking, masculine, seeks 
good-looking, honest, mas- 
culine guy, 20-25. If called 
before 11/19, call again. 
Trouble with messages. 
75101 


DAYS AND NIGHTS 
of a caring GM; 30, 
brown/brown, funny, outgo- 
ing, romantic, enjoys Indigo 
Girls, comedies (“First 
Wives Club”, “Torch Song 
Trilogy”), seafood. Seeking 
honest, sincere, mature 
GM, 30-50, for long-term 
relationship, long walks, 
movie/nice _ restaurants, 
sunsets. T5012 

AVERAGE MALE 
GAM, 31, looking for some- 
one who is_ honest. 
Everything else will fall into 
place. If you can be honest 
and you are between 21- 
45, give a call. #3314 


NEW TO THE GAME 
Attractive GWM, 23, 
dynamic closeted regular 
guy, seeks older, mascu- 
line, professional WM, for 
friendship, possibly more. | 
have a variety of interests 
from sports, to theater, to 
music and want to meet 
someone with similar inter- 
ests. 2192 

DISCO BOY SEEKS 

SAME 

GWM, 24, 5'10”, 140lbs, 
brown/blue, cute, honest, 
caring, seeks same who 
likes music, especially 
disco and 80s, musicals, 
dining out, shopping, danc- 
ing, conversation, friend- 
ship, walks, movies, laugh- 
ing, beaches, romance, 
spontaneity. 1°3310 





Pe nnippome mpee 


To place your FREE Personal call 61 7-859-DATE 


BIKES, CARS... 
and Rock&Roll! 29, 165ibs 
brown/green masculine 
and self-supporting 
straight-acting and appear 
ing, into classic cars 
motorcycles, music and 
honesty. Seeking humor 
ous, intelligent guy, with 
similar interests to hang 
with and have fun. 24737 


STIMULATING 
Mature and fun GJM, 21 
5'11", 165ibs, brown/hazel 
activist, HIV+, seeks excit- 
ing, stimulating, adventur 
ous guy, 18-24, for relation 
ship, maybe more. 274444 


WM, 28, 5’8”, 160lbs, likes 
lifting, biking, movies, etc 
Looking to meet the same 
18-30, for friendship, possi 
bly more. #4708 


DAD SEEKS SON 
Very good-looking GWM 
50, 510”, 185ibs, super 
masculine, beefy muscular 
gym build, affectionate 
caring, great sense of 
humor, fun-loving, many 
interests. Seeking boyish 
GWM 20-30 smooth 
swimmers body for 
monogamous ___ long-term 
relationship Worcester 
area. T5510 

BRUNCH 
GW\M, 26, likes un-planned 
weekends of doing the 
cross-word over brunch 
browsing through used 
bookstores, catching a 
matinee, walking around 
town and being goofy 
Seeking similarly enter 
tained, intelligent man 
4739 
SOULMATE 

Straight guy, early 30s 
likes Gershwin, Whitman 
football, canoeing, Arts 
nostalgia, personal conver- 
sations and tolerant peo- 
ple. Partyer/dreamer; seek 
ing like-minded for friend 
ship, fun and eating up life 
™4166 


GYM RAT 

WM, 32, 5’8”, 185ibs, good- 
looking, muscular, very 
masculine works out 
Loves the outdoors, likes 
motorcycling, mountain bik- 
ing, etc. Looking for males 
25-35, who work out, are 
good-looking and mascu- 
line; who'd be interested in 
similar things. Please be 
easygoing, down-to-earth, 
looking for friendship/rela- 
tionship. 75614 


PROVIDENCE AREA 
WM, 5’11”, 165ibs, enjoys 
working out, hiking, skiing, 
and in-line skating. Seeking 
male, 24-34, with similar 
interests, for casual rela- 
tionship. #°5758 


ph hie wouuan, She Wes me 
» hasn't seen -him fo 


REGULAR Ri GUY 
42, 6’, in-shape guy, wishes 
to meet adventurous 
younger, in-shape, intelli- 
gent guy, for dining, travel 
and wherever our wants 
take us. T5696 

THE REAL THING 
Warm, witty and wise 
GWM, late 40s, 57 
155ibs, well-educated pro 
fessional, sincerely inter 
ested in developing inti- 
mate _ friendship/relation 
ship, with similar, bright 
engaging male, preferably 
Asian, 28-45. 5646 
I'm a divorced, bi-sexual 
male 42 well-propor 
tioned, looking to meet bi- 
male in similar circum 
stances, for meaningful 
friendship. T5332 


TEDDY WITH A HEART 

Heavy guy, sincere and 
caring to a fault. Talented 
entrepreneur, author with 
many hobbies and inter- 
ests. Compassionate, qual- 
ity guy with sterling charac- 
ter. Seeks partner, friends 
18-80. Overweight most 
welcomed. t5508 


Nice GBM, 49, gets along 
with people, loves bicy- 
cling, crossword puzzles 
and playing cards. Seeking 
SW/BM, 41-42, for possible 
relationship Worcester 
area only. Call anytime 


ROMANTIC CUTIE 
Romantic Cape Verdiar 
GM, 18, loves movies 
shopping and R&B 
Seeking GWM 18-32 
who's into movies, long 
walks, bowling and lots 
more. Looking for relation 
ship/friendship. Take a 
chance, call. #5554 

RACE UNIMPORTANT 
WM, 35, tall, attractive 
masculine, professional 
educated. Varied interests 
music, movies, theater, out 
doors, fiction, food and 
wine. Not into scene 
Looking for similar, attrac 
tive male, 22-35 only. No 
fems. 15408 


NICE GUY 
South American male, 30 
5'11" 155ibs 
brown/brown, slim, tall 
attractive, sincere, into 
classical music, foreign 
films. Looking for someone 
compatible, 25-28, slim 
attractive sincere, for 
friendship/relationship 
Boston area. 275678 


GREAT KISSER 
Professional GWM, looks 
younger than 50, is a great 
kisser, affectionate, attrac- 
tive, great kisser, mascu- 
line, great kisser, fun, hon- 
est, spontaneous, Boston 
proper, non-smoker, salt-n- 
pepper hair. 175641 


a I'm 


Bi-curious BiWM, 50, 511 

200ibs brown/brown 
seeks GM, for fun, good 
times, friendship, possible 
relationship Race/age 
unimportant. Will answer all 


calls. 75738 
SEXY 


>ute, intelligent, quiet, fit 
masculine WM, 33, 5'8 
140lbs, brown-gray/green 
in search of smart, beautiful 
man, under 40. Likes: ten 
nis, hiking, gym, dancing 
zen, travel abroad, Asians 
Dislikes: drama. #75593 


MANLY VENTURES 
WM, 6’, 35, 165ibs, mascu 
line, athletic, attractive 
educated, normal guy 
seeks someone with similar 
qualities and a down com- 
forter, for trailblazing, mis- 
adventures and intellectual 
stimulation. Prefer Well- 
read/traveled. 2173508 


TAKE A CHANCE ON ME 
Attractive, professional 
middie aged GWM, not 
much experience, seeking 
friends, possible relation- 
ship and others who seek 
that first male experience 
Honest, affectionate, but 
masculine. Enjoy my home 
movies music tennis 
most sports and many 
interests. T4545 


not sure what 


SEEKING PARTNER 
ywm, 34, 175, 5°11", ma 
uline, attractive, stable 
true romantic. into running 
ooking juiet times and 
stimulating conversation 
UB ?-35, in shape. d.t.e 
with substance for friend 
ship and possible long-term 
relationsnhic B395( 

GAM, 29, 6'1”, 175Ibs, pre 
fessional banker, ex-New 
Yorker with heart of gold 
reguiar gym-goer with a 
wide variety of interests 
including gourmet foods to 
sports, looking for my first 
true love. Seeking profes 
sional GM, race open, 25 
35. 45531 
TALL GUY? 

WM, 38, 6'2”, 195ibs, hand 
some, masculine, profes 
sional, athletic, clean-cut 
to sports, gym, laughing 
hugging, traveling. You 
similar, 25-40, confident 
assertive, sane, no scene 
race unimportant. #75740 

Southern NH GWM, 41 
5’3", cute, 150lbs, seeks 
similar GWM, for affection 
and companionship in the 
year 2000. 775631 

MANY INTERESTS 
Random journeys, reading 
DOOKS movies relaxing 
with a good friend itie 
small [ 
scrabble, r hm 
165ibs brown/brown 
smart, calm, funny, attrac 
tive, kind. #75484 

FUN, MEANING 
Seeking quiet idealist for 
fun, admiration, inspiration 
to explore & celebrate the 
meaning of life. Prefer 
smart fairly smooth 
monogamous friend. Race 
pen. Attractive, slender 
taller WM, 50ish, educated 
awaits your letter or call! 
Ao 71601 

Hi 
Looking for GWM, 45+ that 
is very loving. | am 60 and 
very loving. Waiting for 
your call. 74146 

HOW DO YA DO IT 
meet a regular, non-scene 
20-30 y.o. guy who hap- 
pens to be looking for a 40 
y.0. who likes staying home 
or weekend day trips and 
wants their very own per- 
son to do it with? #95127 

COOL GUY 

GWM, 6'1”, 179lbs, short 
light brown hair, stable 
educated professional, 
enjoys outdoors, working 
out, art, music. Looking for 
similar _ friend 28-40 
72298 
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> Personals call 
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Respond to Personals using 
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all 617-450-8020 
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Amex / Visa / Mastercard accepted. 
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CONTINUED 


RUATOP 
Good-looking BiWM, 32 
nice shape, seeks good- 
looking, in shape top guy. 
WM, under 35. Leave me a 
message. T5323 


BEAR HUNT 
Hairy, French-Canadian 
WM, 41, 5'10”, 185ibs, with 
a great sense of humor 
looking for big, burly man 
like myself, who likes to 
have fun. Hairier plus 
74761 

CALL ME 

Caring, romantic GWM, 50, 
with varied interests, seeks 
Bi/GM, age/race unimpor- 
tant, for friendship, fun, 
good times and romance 
Smokers ok. No drugs/ 
head games. 279390 


LOOKING FOR YOU 
GWM, 42, 6’, blonde, slim, 
athletic, well-educated, 
seeks similar GWM, prefer- 
ably medical professional, 
for fun, maybe more 
75781 

A MOOR IN BOSTON 
BM, 45, 6'2”, 170lbs, lean 
slender build, witty, intense, 
cosmopolitan, passionate, 
kind, left politics, likes good 
food/wine, Archie Bunker 
reruns. Seeking masculine, 
hairy WM, 30-45. #95777 


BEARRRY INTERESTING 
Mama bear seeks nice, 
furry bear, 35-48, for my 
last single cub. Must have 
gut and love honey. House 
trained and de-clawed. Had 
all shots. He’s ready to go 
to nice home. #75576 
Nice-looking Dorchester 
BiBM, 47, 61”, 250lbs, 
heavy, masculine, clean, 
seeks younger, fit or mus- 
cular, masculine W/HM, for 
play, friendship, buddy rela- 
tionship. 75584 

WM, 37, brown/blue, 5'10”, 
160lbs, fit, healthy, smart, 
creative, grounded and 
content, above average, 
seeks other, 28-40. 75481 


N PHOENIX 


NEED A FRIEND 
GWM, 44, 5'11", 330lbs 
looking for GWM, 18-30 
under 190lbs. I'm into tech- 
no/dance music, comedy 
and mystery/horror movies 
™5512 


NORMAL JOCK GUY 
GWM, 34, 510”, 185ibs 
brown/brown, handsome 
masculine, str8-acting, nor- 
mal, regular, sincere guy 
100% Italian, athletic 
excellent shape, workout 
play sports, discreet, not 
into scene. Seeking same 
for friendship/relationship 
™5552 


HOCKEY PLAYER 
Straight-acting, handsome, 
masculine, bearded guy 
seeks regular, masculine 
man, for dating, long-term 
relationship. 42, 6’, 200Ibs, 
brown/blue. Into football, 
rock and roll, outdoors, 
snowmobiling, playing 
hockey, family. Not into 
scene. #5514 


Well-built, good-looking, 
masculine GWM, 32, 6'2”, 
205ibs, biker, hiker, gym 
rat. Seeking similar GWM, 
28-38, for friendship, possi- 
ble long-term relationship 
77584 


DISCREET BI-GUY 
BiWM, 34, 5’9”, 175Ibs, 
solid build, jock type, buzz- 
cut, good-looking, work 
out/lift, in search of a simi- 
lar buddy to hang out with. 
Must be clean-cut, mascu- 
line, healthy, 25-35. #75451 


JUST COMING OUT 
GWPM, 39, 5’10”, 185ibs, 
masculine, single dad 
enjoys working-out, dining, 
long walks, movies with 
honest man, 35-44 
Friendship and laughter 
first. 75428 


BEAR HUNTING 
Slim attractive GWM, from 
Salem, MA, seeks warm, 
hairy, bearish man, 23-48, 
for dating, friendship and 
possible relationship, for 
good times, enjoying and 
experiencing life. 75682 


GWM, 49, 5'7, 160 Ibs 
Roman features. Seeking 
someone to share love of 
opera and working out 
Must be muscular and/or 
willing to pump 
iron.Friendship first 
73137 


BLACK DAD 
Sincere, sensitive, caring 
BM, 44, 5'11”, 175ibs, ath- 
letic, straight-acting, dis- 
creet, seeks similar hand- 
some, young son, of color, 
18-25, for friendship and 
intimate times. #5373 


GWM, 41, 5'6”, 130lbs, 
brown/blue, good-looking, 
intelligent, discreet, HIV-, in 
Belmont/Cambridge area, 
seeks masculine, fit male 
for fun and friendship 
75407 


VERY COOL GUY 
GWM, 35, good-looking, in 
good shape, straight-acting 
musician, likes going out, 
but not into the scene 
Seeking cool, attractive 
guy, 25-35, to hang out 
with. 273648 


ONE GOOD MAN 
Masculine, muscular, good- 
looking, intelligent, fit WM, 
39, 5'10” 175lbs, 
brown/green, seeks mas- 
culine, in shape man, with 
intelligence and integrity 
74145 


LETS GET NAKED! 
Very attractive, sexy, pro- 
fessional GWM, 36 
brown/blue athletic, 
smooth, 6’, 185ibs, pas- 
sionate, masculine seeks 
attractive, fit/muscular GM 
25-50, who’s passionate, 
professional, race open, for 
fun, monogamous relation- 
ship. 74456 


DANCIN IN THE CITY 
GWM, 40, 5°10”, 160lbs 
brown/hazel, good-looking 
clean-shaven, Boston pro- 
fessional, love dancing at 
clubs, the arts, fine dining 
In search of GWM, under 
50, with similar interests 
for dancing, hanging out 
having fun- dating/possible 
long-term relationship 
75218 


GWM, 39, 511”, 160lbs 
dark/hazel, handsome, ath- 
letic, spontaneous, enjoys 
romance, city, antiques, 
running, working out, film 
theater, restaurants, travel 
Seeking similar, masculine, 
trim, attractive, humorous 
emotionally available male 
30-45, relationship-orient- 
ed, in Boston/immediate 
area. T5075 


SENSUOUS 
Slim, smooth, sexy, sensu- 
ous DWPM, 50s, 5'11”, 
180lbs, non-smoker, seeks 
similar soul mate. 494717 


BEAR IN MIND 
Bright, handsome GWM, 
40, 5'11”, 160lbs, 
brown/brown, smooth, 
lean, seeks mature, intelli- 
gent, warm, masculine, 
very hairy bear, to share 
humor, heart, passion 
5306 


THE UNHEARD MUSIC 
Charming GWM, 35, hand- 
some, fit, with humor; 
eclectic tastes in art, music 
and films. Seeking a 30-40 
year old, spirited and styl- 
ish man, for fun and friend- 
ship. 4182 


NORMAL IS GOOD 
Charming, funny, intelligent 
Boston professional, 37, 
5'8”, 140lbs, lover of good 
red wine, Italian shoes and 
my big loopy dog, Max, 
seeks smart, fun, good- 
natured, 30-45 year old, 
under 6’. #4909 


PLAIN & SIMPLE 
Look for GWM who's likes 
of indoor/outdoor activities 
(too many to list) we can 
share equally; age/looks 
are definitely not a factor- 
it's human trust, dedicated- 
ness and respect for each 
other. It has to come from 
the heart and soul. 4o 
75374 


A MAN’S MAN 

WM, from Alaska, 40, 6’ 
215lbs, great body, brains 
and looks, looking for 
same. Into cars, aviation, 
weights, sports. 100% 
masculine, Ivy grad, not 
into scene, bars or drugs 
Masculine only. #74153 


NEW TO BOSTON 
GWM, 45, 5'9”, 170lbs, 
non-smoker, adventurous, 
masculine, hairy, enjoys 
scuba diving, computers, 
music, movies, going to a 
ball game, dining out or 
relaxing at home. Looking 
for G/BiM, for friendship 
and ? #2733 


GAY PUNK ROCKER 
GWM, 35, 6’, 175ibs, musi- 
cian/writer, seeks boyish, 
clean-shaven, slim GWM, 
for soul (& rock-n-roll) 
mate. Prefer masculine- 
acting, with sense of 
humor, intellect Into 
punk/rock, film, romance 
Smokers ok! #74345 


BEAR SEEKS CUB 
Nice guy. WM, 41, 58”, 
325lbs, enjoys walking, 
reading, movies. Seeking 
WM, 18-40, for relation- 
ship. 75257 


Educated, professional 
SWM, 6’, 47, brown/brown, 
172Ibs, healthy, sense of 
humor, discreet, seeks 
honest SM, 30-45, for 
friendship, long-term rela- 
tionship. Theater, dining 
out, travel, etc. 3896 


WM, big guy, 38, 6'1’, 
220Ibs, solid build, works 
out, into my health, no 
drugs/bars/scene, enjoys 
sincere people who know 
who they are; honesty, 
sharing, caring, likes to 
read, play/watch sports, be 
spontaneous, creative 
Seeking male, 30-40, to 
date, who's nice, real, easy 
to be with to develop friend- 
ship first, and enjoy life’s 
adventurous. Let's take a 
meaningful ride. #5168 


THE MAN NEXT DOOR 
GWM, 41, 5’9”, 175lbs, 
good-looking professional, 
enjoys laughing, theater, 
working out, discovering 
new restaurants with that 
special someone, more 
Seeking similar GM, 35-45, 
for friendship/LTR. #4505 


Nice-looking, professional 
masculine, passionate, sta- 
bie, clean-cut GWM, 43, 
5'10”, 180lbs, seeks regu- 
lar guys, 30+, for fun, 
friends, dating. #5130 


LEXINGTON AREA 
GWM, 34, 5'7”, 155ibs, 
dark blond hair, straight- 
acting/appearing good- 
looking, regular type guy, 
seeks similar masculine gut 
to hang out with. Likes out- 
doors, beaches, hiking, 
camping, sports, beer, 
videos and quiet nights 
together. T9358 


CARPE DIEM 
WM, 35, brown/green, 
heathy, fit, masculine, 
humorous, considered 
attractive, seeks very mas- 
culine WM, 25-45, for 
friendship possibly more 
5699 


HANDSOME DAD 
Warm, caring GWM, 55, 
5'10”, 190!bs, silver/brown, 
olive skin, not into scene, 
seeks cute, attractive, fair- 
haired, affectionate GWM, 
20-32, for intimate, fun 
times. 173324 


MATURITY IS HOT 
GWM, 43, musical, athletic, 
handsome, _relationship- 
capable, with warmth and 
integrity, looking for the 
“special one”. Take a 
chance. #5180 


SEEKS OLDER MALE 
GBM, 5'11”, 190Ibs, 42, 
educated, athletic, exercis- 
es regularly, seeks WM, 
prefer over 50 but not 
exclusive. Especially likes 
chubby or heavy set men 
2715 


FRIENDSHIP&LTR 
GWM, 38, 5’8”, 185ibs, 
brown/blue, mustache 
rugged build, seeks friend- 
ship. Enjoy music, photog- 
raphy, movies, computers, 
wrestling fun, dining out, 
biking, good book, not a 
bar fly. Seeking down-to- 
earth person. #7644 


SOUTHERN NH 
ROMANTIC 
I'm starting to wonder if the 
real thing is out there 
GWM, 45, 5°10”, 175lbs, 
gray/hazel, hairy, seeks 
GWM, similar age range, 
preferably in same area 
Champagne’s on ice. Logs 
are in the fireplace. #4864 


To respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-3 VAUEALD 


BUFF BUDDY 

BiBM, 34, 6'4", 200lbs, 
toned/lean, shaved, intelli- 
gent, sensitive guy, seeks 
Bi or GM, prefer masculine 
artists or loyal kind of labor- 
ers. | like running, squash, 
symphony, candles and 
soap. 24867 


BE VERY IRISH 
Honest, clean-shaven, fair- 
haired guy, 37, 5°11’, 
185lbs, straight-acting and 
fun, seeks good friend, 25- 
45, for good times includ- 
ing, Friday night pint fests 
casual dates and various 
outdoor activities 
Guinness/Sinatra fans a 
plus. T5290 


SINGLE DOG&MAN 
Two new faces hoping to 
meet new friends. One 
likes chasing squirrels and 
tennis balls. The other likes 
hiking, Canoeing and rock 
climbing. Looking for 30- 
something men who might 
enjoy a balance between 
urban adventures and 
weekend country expedi- 
tions in Western, MA. Dogs 
or squirrels a plus, not a 
requirement. 74450 


CHARACTER DOES 

COUNT 
If you are honest and 
down-to-earth; aware that 
life isn’t a practice run- 
chance peace of mind by 
calling this GWM, 39, 5'10”, 
175ibs. Prefer younger, 
smaller companion 
72814 


BLACK TEDDY BEAR 
WM, 33, bear, 190ibs, 
enjoys sports and music, 
seeks black bear, 25-45, for 
friendship in the Merrimack 
Valley area. 5302 


BM, 30s, hard-working blue 
collar type, 5'8”, 170lbs, 
Straight, masculine, solid 
muscular build, into cars 
and lifting. Seeking similar 
WM, 30s. Woburn. #4730 


CELTICS BUDDIES 
GWM, 37, seeks compan- 
ions, for Celtics home 
games. Also interested in 
Bruins games. No strings 
attached, but open to what- 
ever. 5129 


Fill in the questions and return qari to 
us by mail or email and we'll 
write the personal! Or write your 
own personal in the form below. 


Perfect Personal 


1. Age: 2.Gender:MFO 

3. Hair eolor/eye color and/or best physical attribute:__ 
4. Three adjectives that deseribe your personality: _ 
5. Movie that you've seen 6 times and would see again:_ 
6. CD’s that never leave your CD player:_ 
7. Type of food that makes your mouth water:__ 
8. Things you love to do when you're not busy making a living:_ 
9. It’s Friday night. What would you like fo do? 
10. Qualities that are most desirable in someone else:__—___ 
11. If you were to write your memoirs, what would the title be?___ 
12. Movie, literary, or TY Character you identify with: 
13. Interesting Tidbits about yourself: 
14. Age range: «15: Long, Term Relationship, Cosual, Doting, Other:_ 


Personals Form 


Fill out and mail this form to: Phoenix Personals, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215. Or call (617) 859-3283 to place your personal weekdays from 8:30am - 11pm, sundays from 10am - 6pm, 
or fax your personal to (617) 450-8600. By Internet: http://www.bostonphoenix.com/ 
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1. Check Category: |] Women Seeking Men 


2. Compose Your Personal: — 
Bold Headline (15 characters Max. $6.00) | ae | 
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In order to retrieve your messages, you must record a Voice Greeting 


3. Additional Options: 4. Confidential Information : 


Name 

Address 

City State: 
Zip Code 
Home Phone: 
SUBTOTAL. Credit Card # 


Multiply by # of weeks (2 week Min.) | [| juc [ 
TOTAL COST Signature 


If You’re Single, We’re FREE! 


We cannot print your personal without it 


First 20 Words . . . FREE 


Options: 
Add’! Word 
Bold Headline 
Mail Out . 


1.2 h DISCLAIMER: The Phoenix assumes no for the content or 
@$ — ot eee | — e reply (0 4 


$8.00 


Email (optional) 
or Work Phone 





‘| Visa 





[ _] AMEX Exp. Date 








To place your FREE Personal call 61 7-859-DATE 


GWM, 35, 6'1”, biond/biue 
195ibs, down-to-earth, fun 
enjoys travel, long walks 
and talks, the ocean 
Seeking GWM, 25-43, for 
good and bad times, to fall 
in love with forever, seri- 
ously. 43228 


Sincere GWM, 60, 5'10” 
seeks younger GM, for 
friendship, good times, 
leading to long-term rela- 
tionship. South Shore 
5000 


GWM, =i‘ mid-30s as 
126lbs, sandy-blond/blue- 
green, clean-shaven, 
Straight acting/appearing 
Seeking same, 23-33, good 
personality N/Drugs 
friendship, possibly more 
No head games. 774913 


GWM, 55, 225ibs, bald with 
beard, smoker, honest and 
sincere, seeks overweight 
GM, 50s or older, 
Merrimack Valley area, for 
friendship/relationship 
75308 


Straight-acting GWM, 5'11”, 
165lbs, enjoys camping, 
fishing, mountain biking, 
watching movies’ with 
someone special, chilling 
out. Looking for someone 
21-40. 19574 


HANDSOME 
Professional, masculine, 
easygoing male, 44, enjoys 
lifting weights, jumping 
rope, hitting the heavy bag. 
Would like to meet another 
masculine male, for friend- 
ship. 5465 


Professional BiWM, 37, 
secure, looking for togeth- 
er, in-shape guy, 18-26, for 
friendship, fun times 
Straight-acting, masculine, 
very discreet, you be too. | 
know what you are thinking 
5460 


LIFE IS AMAZING 
And it will be magical when 
the right man enters. There 
is some child in me and | 
hope in you. And yes, 
dreams come true! 175194 


LOVE AND THE SELF 
are one! And the discovery 
of either is the realization of 
both. Fun, fit, 40s profes- 
sional (yet hip), stable, 
strong artist, looking for 
you. #5592 


LOOKING 4 LOVE 
SWF, 29, 5'9”, 127Ibs, 
blonde/hazel, smoker, 
enjoys pets, clubs, movies 
Seeking relationship-orient- 
ed SW/HF, 21-35, to spend 
time with. #75702 


Feminine, attractive BiF, 
adventurous, sincere, 
seeks same in Bi/GF, long 
hair a plus, for fun, friend- 
ship and more. #5709 


SBF, 27, 5'5”, brown/brown, 
seeks a female for friend- 
ship, fun and whatever else 
develops. Call me. #5630 


CITY ANGEL 

Loyal, honest and sweet 
female, 30, blonde/biue, 
Buffy enthusiast, enjoys 
Italian/Spanish cuisine, 
jamming to club music, vol- 
unteer work and practicing 
martial arts. Seeking femi- 
nine, exciting and mysteri- 
ous girl, 24-35, who's fash- 
ionable, enjoys bubble- 
baths and wants to take a 
chance on romance. 
™5410 


FUNKSTA GIRL! 
Sexy, artsy culture maven... 
SWF, 31, jonesing to flee 
urban blight via road trips, 
soulful discourse,  gprrl 
events, late night sushi run, 
indie films and cafe haunts 
Ready for the real, glorious 
thang! #8053 


ECSTASY FOR LIFE 
Me: 23, 5'4”, green eyes, 
brown medium length hair, 
athletic, sexy body. You: 
femme girly, who likes fun 
and pleasure... 175670 


CHECK THIS OUT! 
Sincere, athletic, intelligent 
GBF, 30, enjoys outdoor 
activities, travel, dancing 
and movies. Seeking femi- 
nine, non-smoking GF, 25- 
35, for friendship, maybe 
more. 13942 


JUST A LITTLE FUN 
Bi-curious SWF, 25, 5’4”, 
120lbs, blonde, feminine, 
attractive, clean, seeks 
same for some pleasurable 
fun and friendship. T5698 


oely 


nay 


sity. $¥ 


email | 


your free 


personal 


mail us your personal and 
we'll run it for FREE! 


Phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


Don't forget your category- wsm -msw :-wsw-msm 


Please include your confidential info. 
name, address, phone#, email address 


ROMANTIC SEEKS 
SAME 
Over-educated academic, 
professional Jewish 
femme, 28, back in the dat- 
ing pool, seeks new friends 
and maybe more 
Redhead, 5’5”, slender, 
loves animals, music, cof- 
fee and  conversation- 

seeking similar? 474364 


GODDESS 
Very friendly GF, 20, often 
keeps late hours, looking 
for female friend, under 30, 
for friendship, shopping, 
clubbing and other girly 
stuff. 74324 


GIRL WHO GETS IT... 
Desired by this vivacious, 
spirited, attractive, raven- 
haired, Italian sweetheart, 
31 (looks much younger), 
musician, artist, indie 
actress, who enjoys 
movies, reading, coffee 
shops, outdoors, for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. 
74481 
Hey you! Yes you! Cute 
female, 27, physical thera- 
py-educated, music-mind- 
ed, outdoor adventurous, 
really bad speller, seeks 
cute PF, 25-35. #5038 


COLLEGE CHICA 
Pretty, slim, SWF, 5’8”, 
brown/green, enjoys talk- 
ing, beach, working out. 
Seeks friendship or special 
someone, SWM, 18-23, 
who enjoys outdoors 
74921 


PUNK ROCK GIRL 
Beautiful, punk rockin’ Bi 24 
y.o. seeks G/BIWF, 22-26, 
who loves music, art, 
movies, books. 
Tattoos/piercings a plus 
I'm out—- you be too. No 
first timers, please. #5730 


SAY ANYTHING... 
Laid-back, plain, attractive 
BiWF, 21, 5'8”, 150lbs, 
working artist, loves all 
things fun, plus good beer 
and cheap wine. Looking 
for a pretty woman, under 
30, to share good times 
and my heart with. 278041 


Looking for a special friend. 
Bi female, 29, 5’8, who 
lives life to the fullest, and 
loves to travel, spend time 
with — family. Seeking 
woman, 30-39, for friend- 
ship, possibly more. 
™4447 


NEED TO CONNECT 
Are you stable, young-at- 
heart, musically inclined, 
eclectic, deep moments? 
Soft butch, 32, 5'4”, 110Ibs, 
blonde/green, attractive, 
looking for you. No 
drink/drugs, baggage. 30- 
35 and healthy. Friends 
first, then contemplate. 
SoNH. #5461 
BiWF, 22, seeks energetic, 
athletic woman, with good 
personality, to share a 
night, no expectations or 
commitments. Just a good 
time. T5526 


CURIOUS 
Bi-curious SWF, 28, shy, 
attractive, down-to-earth, 
deep, honest, seeks simi- 
lar, 20s, for dancing, 
movies, hanging-out, shar- 
ing. Boston/North. %4359 


WHO’S POLY? 
Deep, intense, curvy 
Scorpio, 23, bi-femme, 
auburn/hazel, enjoys great 
Italian food, great films 
(The Matrix), and the music 
of Enigma. Seeking spiritu- 
al fulfillment with open- 
minded, humorous female, 
20-28, for dating, romance 
and ail of the above 
5093 


TO THE POINT 

26 year old seeks a female 
who will let me cook for her. 
I'm into Garbage, Gillian 
Anderson, photography, 
and want to experience a 
woman. Safe, no long-term 
5018 


STILL LOOKING 
Hi- I'm 26 years old, 5'7”, 
122Ibs, brown/brown, look- 
ing to meet other women to 
hang out with. | like to go 
out to clubs, go shopping 
and working out. #5220 


SURVEY SAYS... 
GWF, 40, looking for femi- 
nine, professional GWF, 
30-40, for dinner and cock- 
tails. | appreciate a beauti- 
ful woman and how to 
make her smile. Love 
humor, intelligent _ talk, 
classy style, skirts and 
heels. No strings neces- 
sary. 75390 


FEMININE & AMBITIOUS 
Successful, professional 
37, 5’5”, fit, slim, seeks tall, 
slender, well-educated, 
successful, career-oriented 
GWF, 32-42. Must be affec- 
tionate, sincere, liberal, 
love kids and dogs and 
enjoys the arts. T5688 


SEXY BI-FEMALE... 
Sexy Bi-female seeks sexy 
black Bi-female, for exotic 
“Bi” times. Excitement and 
adventure await us. 5890 


LIPSTICK LESBIANS 
Very femme, attractive lip- 
stick lesbian, in the Boston 
area, seeks other lovely lip- 
stick ladies! You know who 
you are. You're the woman 
no one would ever suspect 
was into women. You're 
very attractive, very femi- 
nine, quite a lady. | want to 
meet you. #75750 


| MOVED, SHE DIDN’T 

Providence area GWE, 38, 
Ph.D. medical field, likes 
music, dancing, writing, 
reading, animals, cooking 
for two. Seeking GF, 25-45, 
non-smoker, with lots of 
self-esteem, for long-term 
relationship. No addictions, 
chocoholic ok. #5165 


DEVOTION 
Affectionate GWF, 42, 
brown/brown, medium 
weight, drug/disease-free, 
very loving, caring and hon- 
est; likes dining out, quiet 
evenings at home and 
movies. Seeking very hon- 
est, loveable GWF, 35-46, 
drug/disease-free, for long- 
term relationship. #75125 


CASUAL DATING 
GWF, 38, blonde/biue, likes 
outdoors, animals and quiet 
evenings at home. Seeking 
GWF, 38-40, for casual dat- 
ing, possible long-term 
relationship. Soft-butch/ 
femme a plus! #4493 


Playful and passionate, 
pretty and witty enlight- 
ened, intellectual BiJF, 37, 
mom of 2, seeks similar 
GJF. 75632 


WIT, FIT, FUN 
Seeking FIT, witty, savvy 
and professional woman, 
who just happens to be 
romantically and sexually 
attracted to women, and 
not into the “scene” and 
clubs. #5759 


Y2K HAS GOT TO BE 

a good year! Seeking artsy 
femme, 25-50, non-smoker. 
Likes all food, courtship 
(yes, that’s right!) with 
smarts and funky earring 
collection. Me: femme, spir- 
itual, FUN, quiet at the right 
times. #95779 


ANIMAL LOVER 
GWF, _5'11” affectionate 
and caring. Older student, 
health conscious, non- 
smoker and non-drinker. 
Looking for long term rela- 
tionship with woman, 35- 
55, light drinker ok. No 
drugs. 75731 


NOT GETTING 
YOUNGER 
Attractive, fit 47 year old, 
gray/hazel, seeks someone 
who appreciates arts, good 
conversation, sports. 
Looking for someone 40- 
50, non-smoker, for friend- 
ship, leading hopefully to 
long-term relationship 

75401 


SEEKING LOVE 
Soft butch, 38, social work- 
er, loves animals, quiet 
nights at home Seeking 
same, 35-50, with similar 
interests. Ri only #5371 


NORTH END 

GWF, 40, attractive, femi- 
nine, professional, average 
height/weight, seeks same, 
35-48. Enjoys dining out, 
movies, travel, football, the 
theater and the beach 
Let’s make the best of 
2000! #5031 


CUTE, PETITE FEMME 
SWF, 33, cute, 5'2”, 100lbs, 
feminine, non-smoker, sin- 
cere, great sense of humor, 
enjoys music, movies, 
dancing, quiet evenings 
snuggling. Seeking SWF, 
feminine, 28-38, for possi- 
ble long-term relationship 


-75516 


HOLIDAY BLUES? 
Special attention from 
artsy, aging, bombshell, 
could be the _ perfect 
panacea. If you are cre- 
ative, sexy, and ready, any- 
thing can happen, 35+. 
73783 


SOULMATE SEARCH 
GWF, 33, loves hiking, bik- 
ing, tennis, good beer and 
live music. In search of 
non-smoking GF, of any 
race, with sense of humor, 
for fun and adventure 
74379 


WEEKENDS AWAY 
Good books, long hikes 
and an evening at the the- 
ater are all things | need, at 
least occasionally, to keep 
me happy and sane. GWF, 
35, petite, ready for love 
75081 


R U HER? 
Chocolate eyes? Smail, 
sweet? mmm _voice...? 
Love my kisses? Love to be 
missed? Smart, funny, 
good company? Be my 
honey. #5310 


ANGELS WOULD FALL 

Sensitive, intelligent 
female, 37, dark red hair, 
with nice  eyes/body, 
screenplay writer, Velvet 
Underground enthusiast, 
seeks compassionate 
other, 24-40, with sense of 
humor, for club dancing, 
dining Vietnamese and 
casual weekend _ fun 
75098 


SEEN BOUND? 
Strong hands and sexy, 
physical cross between 
Gina Gershon/Ingrid 
Casaras WF, 37, fit, into 
alternative music, swim- 
ming, mountain _ biking, 
good food, charmed by 
good looks, brilliance. 
Seeking attractive, interest- 
ing WF. #5325 


GOOD STUFF 
GWF, 33, brown/brown 
5’3”, 105Ibs, looking for the 
same. | enjoy life and am 
looking for someone to 
share it with me. You 
should be late 20s-early 
40s, somewhat feminine, 
honest, down-to-earth 
75141 
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ONE HEART, ONE MIND 
Spiritual outgoing 
Transgendered female, 49 
long brown/bilue, commit 
ted, enjoys making dream 
catchers, reading/writing 
and loves to dance, dance 
dance! Seeking accepting 
and understanding person 
40-55, for long-term rela- 
tionship. 24883 


SENSUAL BiFEM 
| am very caring, sensitive 
and very uninhibited! | am 
looking to find my “best” 
friend who | can share 
everything with Most 
important, honesty. 25562 


GROWN UP LESBIAN 
Is that an oxymoron? GWF, 
36, professional, passion- 
ate, independent, intelli- 
gent, down-to-earth but 
with a sarcastic sense of 
humor, seeks evidence to 
the contrary. T4926 


AGGRESSIVE REDHEAD 
looking for her soulmate 
I'm 45, a TS woman 6 years 
now Self-employed, 
adventurous, fun-loving 
outgoing, caring, looking for 
an open-minded woman, to 
enjoy life with. 14795 


URBAN GEEK 

With a penchant for toiling 
up the sides of mountains 
seeks others for friendship 
and adventure. Love and 
need music, art, poetry, film 
and physically taxing activi- 
ties. High altitudes, high 
speeds, no drugs 
Struggling to be conscious 
of a spirit everyday. Women 
with similar interests wel- 
come. #75313 


GWF, 42, | don’t cut my hair 
short above my ears and 
try to act like a man. | enjoy 
being a woman and want 
the same. 174557 


NEW BI-GIRL IN TOWN 
Looking for a new girlfriend; 
a special someone | can tell 
my secrets to, share my 
favorite places with and be 
myself. | enjoy gardening, 
being a witch, playing with 
my cats, walks on nature 
trails and the company of a 
good friend. I’m 5'3”, Bi and 
just started dating other 
women. 5391 


| NEED A MIRACLE 
Once in a while, you get 
shown the light- in the 
strangest of places if you 
look at it right. 25-35, let's 
talk. 5642 


REALISTICALLY 

SEARCHING 
for love! Very attractive, 
energetic, cute boyish type, 
Latino, 29, 5'7”, 140lbs, 
good sense of humor, excit- 
ing, spontaneous, nice little 
tight build, brown/brown, 
into the dance scene, Latin 
cuisine, thriller movies 
Seeking attractive guy, race 
unimportant, 25-35, for 
friendship, chemistry and 
who knows... t°5636 


SUE!! 
You left message in my box 
on 12/4/99. Accidentally 
erased and lost your num- 
ber. Please call again 
Patiently waiting- “FUN & 
ROMANCE” #5624 


DESPERATELY SEEKING 
DONNA 

Do you remember 
Lexington Avenue School? 
| don’t know your last 
name, but | used to walk 
you to school in kinder- 
garten in the 60’s. My name 
is Jim . | saw you at Fleet 
Bank on the 4 October, 
please call. 175583 


MOHEGAN SUN, CT. 
15 October, 3 PM, blonde 
near the roulette table. Tall, 
good-looking with a 
Champion shirt. Want to 
get lucky? Take a chance, 
go for a spin. T#5533 


ICE CREAM MAN 
You own an ice cream shop 
on the east side. I've been 
coming in to admire your 
blue eyes since meeting 
you at a party where you 
supplied ice cream. 5448 
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The Talented Mr. Ripley 


tops a year-end film bonanza 


BY PETER KE OD Gi 


“90 by 90” 


film theater television music 

Peter Keough reads the screen version Carolyn Clay says the ART’s produc- Robert David Sullivan says that Our critics suggest an alphabetical “90 
of Graham Greene's The End of the tion of The Idiots Karamazov is, well,- courtroom series like The Practice Best Songs of the ’90s,” from “All 
Affair and checks out Jim Carrey’s version —_ idiotic, and Robert David Sullivan isn’t ought to show us what's on the jury’s Apologies” to “Zoo Station.” 
of Andy Kaufman in Man on the Moon. any more pleased with the touring pro- mind for a change, compares Saturday 

Scott Heller enjoys Pedro Almodovar's duction of the musical Footloose. Night Live humor to»Onion humor, 
All About My Mother. offers a forecastyon the post-holiday 

And in “Trailers,” Cradle Will Rock, season, and pays tribute to the late 





Any Given Sunday, Sweet and : Madeline Kahn. 
Lowdown, and Anne Frank’s Diary. : 
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CURE FOR PAIN: The legacy of Morphine’s Mark Sandman, who died on stage in Italy last July 3 of 
a heart attack, lives on in the coming year with the release of at least two new albums — a 
previously planned live disc, and The Night (DreamWorks, due February 1), a studio album the 
band completed just before Sandman’s death. Surviving members Dana Colley and Billy 
Conway have opted to tour behind the release of the new album with what's tentatively 
being called Orchestra Morphine — a panoply of friends and collaborators from 
Sandman’s other bands, including Presidents of the United States of 
America/Supergroup guy Chris Ballew. Orchestra Morphine is slated to make its 
first appearance at the Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, on February 6. It’s 
an all-ages, 7 p.m. show; tickets are $17 and go on sale this Monday at 
10 a.m. Call 931-2000. Colley and Conway also have scheduled two January 
shows at the Lizard Lounge as the Bubble, a condensation of the name 
Moveable Bubble, which they used this summer for similar memorial 
performances. The Bubble performances are on consecutive 
Wednesdays, January 19 and 26; the Lizard Lounge is at 1667 Mass 
Ave, in Cambridge. Call 547-0759. 




















BOOKS: With his beloved X-ers headed into the ordinary oblivion of 
generational obsolescence, Douglas Coupland comes to Brookline 
Booksmith on January 14 behind his fifth novel, Miss Wyoming, 
which concerns a disenchanted producer of blockbuster 
teensploitation flicks who is searching for a former child-beauty- 
pageant contestant and sit-com starlet whom he met briefly. 
Plane crashes, child abductions, and faked deaths also figure in 
somehow. The reading is on January 14 at 7 p.m.; Booksmith is at 
279 Harvard Street, in Brookline. Free tickets are available by 
calling 566-6660. 















BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB BLUES: Tickets to performances by 
any of the artists associated with Ry Cooder’s Buena Vista crew — 
who are putting out solo discs faster than you can say 
“Octogenarian Cuban Wu-Tang Clan” — have been selling quicker 
than they can print ’em, so we’ll urge you to act now if you want 
to see Eliades Ochoa, who is touring with his legendary pre- 
Cooder ensemble Cuarteto Patria. This year Ochoa released 

ela @crnte nel Sublime Illusion, a marvelous disc of rural son — a sort of Cuban 
' equivalent to the Delta blues — on which he’s joined by Cooder, 
Los Lobos’ David Hidalgo, and blues harmonica man Charlie 
Musselwhite. And on February 24, Ochoa will play the Roxy, 279 
Tremont Street, in Boston, in a gig sponsored by Cambridge’s 
House of Biues. It’s a 7:30 p.m., 18-plus show, and tickets are 
available by calling 931-2000, or at the House of Blues. Call 497- 
2229 for more info. 
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. Martin Espada, Elizabeth McKim, Li- teractive sculptures” lend a little levity 
it up Min Mo, and the program’s director, to the evening. Among the gags he 
Steven Ratiner, will read while accom- has planned for the library’s lobby: a 
panied by music from Salmons’s New massive magnetic-poetry wall de- 

0 one’s yet tried to calculate how Age-y ensemble Vox Pop and dance signed as a long row of refrigerators; 

many books have been read with- specially commissioned from Dawn “poet’s poker,” which will indeed in- ' 
in the walls of the Boston Public Li- Kramer and Micki Taylor-Pinney of the volve card-playing and verse; and Yo La Tengo 
brary. But as the 20th century gives veteran Dance Collective of Boston. “palm readings,” in which visitors will : 
way to the 21st, you’ll be able to read Meanwhile, the library's Rabb Lecture be encouraged to scribble on card- a February 6 at the Somervile Theaise: on sale Monday at 10 a.m. 
a book on the walls of the Boston Pub- Hall will be transformed into a Beat-in- board palms that will, in turn, be 
lic Library, as laser-light sculptor John fluenced jazz-and-poetry club with Jeff threaded into a large net of other such Carl Hiaasen reads from his Sick Puppy, January 12 at the Coolidge Comer Theatre 
Powell illuminates the BPL’s Boylston Robinson leading the music (on De- musings. call 566-6660. 
Street fagade with selections from cember 31; on January 1, Stan Strick- | Powell, an engineer of three-dimen- Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo, January 14 through 16 at the Emerson 
texts from around the world dating land takes over) and still more poets sional light sculptures, will project ani- Majestic Theatre: call 824-8000. 
back as far as 1000 BC. And that’s just — including Bill Corbett, Kevin Bowen, mated “pages” of script onto both the 
one facet of “Big Night in the Book lyeoka Okoawo, Jack Powers, and outside and inside walls of the BPL Guided by Voices and the American Flag, January 17 and 18 at the Middle East: call 
House,” a First Night—-sponsored event Charles Shively — reading along. (the work of Shimon Attie, running 931-2000. 
comprising poets, dancers, musicians, Frank Bidart, Donald Hall, Mary Oliver, concurrently at the ICA, uses a similar TLC and Christina Aguilera, January 20 at the FleetCenter: call 931-2000. 
and visual artists, all of whom will help and Derek Walcott also check in with idea; see 8 Days a Week, page 4). In 
bring words to life. “It’s a celebration of pre-recorded “video poems.” essence, he'll turn the library into a ‘Csardas: The Tango of the East,” January 23 at Symphony Hall: call 876-4275 

oetry as the thread that connects all The wild card, so to speak, comes book itself. Or perhaps, since Powell's a a 

apes od art forms,” says Catherine in the form of renowned public installa- are ephemeral texts of laser light that Se ns ae ee ee 
Salmons, one of the artistic directors tion artist William Wainwright, one of leave no trace, a computer screen Arthur: A Live Adventure, February 2 through 13 at the Wang Center: call (800) 447- 
of 2000 Bridges, a group that formed the founders of First Night, whose “in- might be a better metaphor. “There is 








pegs. ceprcncnp ca Sa fr rT nT re bin ent Boston Wine Expo, February 5 and 6 at the World Trade Center: cal (877) WINEXPO 
ties into these pic- i ae it ae ae f component for 
tographs and hiero- |) ' “Big Night in the Book House” ; sure,” says Beck, February 11 and 12 at the Orpheum Theatre: call 931-2000. 


glyphs and Tibetan 
tantric language — 
we’re looking at both 
written and oral tradi- 
tions, and the poet as 
the thing that holds 






Salmons. “The ’ 
idea is that the ‘New England Metal and Hardcore Festival,” including the Misfits, Machine Head, 
lib is th Cannibal Corpse, Snapcase, Willhaven, Reveille, Reach the Sky, Candiria, Cave In, 
ibrary is the Dillinger Escape Plan, A.C., Tree, Scissorfight, and Immolation, February 11 and 12 

book house, but at the Palladium, Worcester: call (800) 477-6849 

poetry is more 

than what's in 









Powerman 5000, Static-X, Dope, Chevelle, February 19 at the Palladium, Worcester: 







them together.” the book.” call (800) 477-6849. 
“First Night,” says “Big Night in Gladys Knight in Smokey Joe's Café: The Songs of Leiber and Stoller, February 22 
Salmons, “is into big col- the Book through 29 at the Wang Center: call (800) 447-7400 






House” runs De- 
cember 31 and 






laborations.” And so the 


event, planned for De- Yo La Tengo and Lambchop, February 28 at the Somerville Theatre: call 931-2000 










cember 31 and January January 1 from Cher and Lou Bega, March 3 at the FleetCenter: call 931-2000 

1 (each night from 6:45 6:45 to 

to 11:30 p.m.), has been 11:30 p.m. at Blue's Clues Live, March 10 through 16 at the Wang Center: call (800) 447-7400 
designed as a suitably the Boston Pub- Joan Baez and Eliza Carthy, March 27 and 28 at the Somerville Theatre: call 625-5700 
mammoth undertaking. lic Library, 666 

In the BPL’s dramatic Boylston Street, Luciano Pavarotti, April 5 at Symphony Hall (rescheduled from January 26): call 482- 
main atrium, a host of in Copley 2595. 






Square. It's free; 
call 536-5400. 
— Carly Carioli jCubanismo!, April 16 at the Roxy: call 876-4275 





poets including 
Salmons, Richard Cam- 
bridge, Charles Coe, 


Burn the Floor, April 13 through 16 at the Wang Center: call (800) 447-7400 
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film 


Multi Talented 


Mr. Ripley is the film of the year 


BY PETER KEOUGH Deservedly or not, and owing mostly to a late 
flurry of such releases as American Beauty, Three Kings, and Being John 
Malkovich, 1999 has built a reputation as a landmark year for innovation 


and originality in film. In fact, the 
“newness” of many of these 
movies was already passé in 1970; 
what’s more, the best film of the 
year is also the most old-fash- 
ioned. Although it goes on one 
stilled heartbeat too long, Anthony 
Minghella’s masterpiece, an adap- 
tation of Patricia Highsmith’s 
creepy favorite The Talented Mr. 
Ripley, is indeed fashioned the old, 
classical way. All its parts — nar- 
rative, performances, cinematog- 
raphy, soundtrack — combine or- 
ganically to form a radiant whole. 
But the themes sounded by this 
shining integrity couldn’t be more 
cutting edge: the arbitrariness of 
identity, the elusiveness of desire, 
the inevitable isolation of the soul. 

This combination of the conven- 
tional and the subversive also partly 
describes the hero, Tom Ripley 
(Mait Damon), who is first seen 
hammering away at a piano accom- 
panying a soprano singing an aria 
for an audience of tony Ivy League 
types. In his Princeton sportscoat 
and horn-rims he seems a budding 
upper-cruster himself, and that’s 
what Herbert Greenleaf (James 
Rebhorn) of Greenleaf Shipping 
takes Tom for when he offers him 
$1000 to go to Italy for the Henry 
Jamesian task of bringing back his 
prodigal son. Dickie Greenleaf 
(Jude Law, in a charismatic role 
ranging from buff demi-god to 
well-groomed rodent) has fled his 
legacy to pursue his ambition to be 
a jazz musician — this is the metic- 
ulously re-created late ’50s of late 
Charlie Parker and early Miles 
Davis — and daddy’s patience with 
this whim has run out. 


KKK 


THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY 


Directed by Anthony Minghella. Written by Anthony Minghella based 
on the novel by Patricia Highsmith. With Matt Damon, Jude Law, - 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Cate Blanchett, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Jack 
Davenport, James Rebhorn, Sergio Rubini, and Philip Baker Hall. A 
Paramount Pictures release. At the Circle, the Nickelodeon, and the 


Harvard Square and in the suburbs. 


What Greenleaf doesn’t know is 
that Tom’s jacket is borrowed and 
that the bright young thing is a ci- 
pher. In the tradition of Jay Gats- 
by, however, Tom seizes the op- 
portunity, sensing that the first step 
to becoming a self-made man is 
not so much being a nobody as 
being a phony. And at that he’s far 
from polished, which makes his act 
the more convincing. He stumbles 
onto the beach at Mongibello in 
the goggles, bad haircut, loafers, 
and unfortunate bathing suit that 
announce a movie makeover is in 
the works. He introduces himself 
to Dickie and Dickie’s “fiancée,” 
Marge (Gwyneth Paltrow), as an 
old Princeton classmate. Bemused, 
Dickie replies, “You’re so white!” 

Indeed he is; Tom’s a blank 
page onto which he imprints his 
idealization of Dickie, borrowing 
Dickie’s clothes, absorbing his 
mannerisms, imitating his dilet- 
tantish fetish with jazz. For his 
part, Dickie finds Tom a tem- 
porarily amusing adorer, a respite 
from the clingy Marge. Only 
Dickie’s plummily boorish pal 
Freddy (Philip Seymour Hoffman 
in one of the great comic perfor- 


Ripley's game 


OS ANGELES — Maybe 

Jane Austen and William 
Shakespeare purists are inured 
to seeing their idols’ works dis- 
torted on the screen, but not so 
the fans of Patricia Highsmith. 
Anthony Minghella — who for the 
script of his Oscar-winning adap- 
tation of The English Patient 
worked closely with its author, 
Michael Ondaatje — doesn’t ex- 
pect that his adaptation of The 
Talented Mr. Ripley will get the 
automatic seal of approval from 
late acclaimed mystery novelist 
Highsmith’s cult following. 

“She died within a few days of 
my starting working on the adap- 
tation,” Minghella says. “I think it’s 
much easier to work on [writing a 
script for] a book while the au- 
thor is still alive. | loved to spend 
time with Ondaatje. It was one of 
the best times | have ever had in 
my life, to be able to re-imagine 
the book and then send every 
drop to the writer to get his com- 
ments and his guidance and his 
approval. It was much harder to 
re-imagine this book without the 
blessing of the author” 

Without the author's impri- 
matur, what did Minghella use 
for guidelines? 


MINGHELLA: the director struggled to yee an : exgiicl 





mances of the year) perceives this 
new friend is a mooch and a 
sycophant; he will prove Tom’s 
nemesis. But Tom has his charm, 
an appeal to the hapless neophyte 
in everyone and perhaps the 
narcissistic Dickie is attracted to 
and repelled by Tom because he 
recognizes that Tom can play 
Dickie’s life better and more 
earnestly than Dickie can himself. 

That abyss of selfhood and the 
need to fill it with identity is what 
drives Ripley, despite its canny guis- 
es of homoeroticism and homicide. 
And in the leading role, Matt 
Damon masterfully evokes the ter- 
ror, pathos, and conniving that un- 
derlies everyone’s search for the fig- 
ment of who he or she is. Damon is 
both self-reflexive and spontaneous, 
calculated and ingenuously vulnera- 
ble, as he creates the character of 
“Tom from Princeton,” or as he en- 
gages in amusing mimcry of Mr. 
Greenleaf, or Chet Baker singing 
“My Funny Valentine.” Even when 
his mummery turns sinister, as he 
practices before a mirror his biggest 
performance as Dickie Greenleaf, 
Damon’s eager ingenuousness 
arouses sympathy that only increas- 


Paltrow) in a convincingly clumsy search for himself. 


ait on Patricia Highsmith’s implicit narrative. 





“Let's say that this is a reading 
group and our week’s project is to 
read The Talented Mr. Ripley and 
then we all said, ‘Okay, what do 
you think was great about the 
bcok?’ | know that we would end 
up with eight different versions of 
the key moment. And you have to 
accept, with a certain amount of 


chastening, that all | can do is to 
record as and en- 
thusiastically as | can what! felt | 
Mee ae 
because everybody's playing 
praca a da 
they read a novel. That's one of 
the wonderful things about read- 
ing. It's so intensely personal and 


perfect. All | can do is fell you - 
about my experience with that 
book and try to console myself 
with the fact that the book re- 
mains intact, that every single de- 
cision | make will betray as much 
about me as it will about the film. 
“Highsmith said herself, she 
felt as if Ripley was writing the 
book over her shoulder, that he 
was typing the story for her. 
When you go back to the novel, 
you'll see that it’s entirely implic- 
it. It's all about a way of looking 


-_at the world. It’s not really about 


activity, and the problem with 
film is that it's explicit. It's about 
people doing things, so Ripley 
has to meet people. He has to 
do things. So the minute you 
start to make a screenplay, 
you're going to be inventing.” 
Some of that invention occurs 
in a scene where Tom Ripley, 
the callow young wanna-be 
hero played by Matt Damon, in- 
vites the object of his obses- 
sion, Adonis-like Dickie Green- 
leaf (Jude Law), to join him in a 


_ bath. Minghella’s version of the 


scene makes overt some of the 
novel’s underlying homoeroti- 
cism. But the studio people 
were trying to market the film as 


es as the stakes grow higher. Para- 
doxically, in this film in which the 
hero’s self is only a mirror of the 
world he desires, the world depicted 
aches with that hero’s inner turmoil. 

Not since Nicolas Roeg’s Don’t 
Look Now has a film used the 
patina’d beauty of Italy to such in- 
tense psychological effect. Cine- 
matographer John Seale captures 
a sense of alienation and libera- 
tion, of grimy decadence and 
shimmering purity that mirrors 
Ripley’s protean but always 
shrewd state of mind. It’s a world 
in which catastrophe is always im- 
manent, whether lurking in a tiny 
crimson sports car in a murky 
square at dusk or in a tiny white 
boat in a swelling lake at noon. 
There, and in every aspect of An- 
thony Minghella’s rendition of 
Highsmith’s most disturbing 
novel, from Gabriel Yared’s icily 
complex and insinuating score to 
the wry tragedy of Cate Blanchett 
and Jack Davenport in throwaway 
roles as people who genuinely love 
a man who never was, Mr. Ripley 
is the consummation of many tal- 
ents into one triumphant, subver- 
sive illusion. Ss 


THIRD WHEEL: Darinon’s Tom Ripley imposes himself on the lives of Dickie and Marge (Law and 


a thriller with a romantic story 
line between Damon and 
Gwyneth Paltrow, who has a 
smaller role as Greenleaf’s fi- 
ancée. Was Minghella troubled 
that the film was being distorted 
by its own promotion? 

“l fee! a great deal of sympathy 
with your observation. There was 
a real sense of romance in the 
film, irrespective of which gender 
was involved. | can tell you one 
thing with absolute certainty, 
which is the studios, both Para- 
mount and Miramax, have been 
incredibly supportive of this pro- 
ject — and very supportive of me 
— as a singular vision of a film. It 
could very well have been chal- 
lenged. Of course there was ap- 
prehension, and | think if | ever 
make a film in which there is no 
apprehension then | should stop 
doing it. I've got a journal entry 
from when The English Patient 
was released in which | wrote, ‘If 


there are more than 10 people at 


this film, | will be astonished’ And 
| was astonished. | hope that 
there will be the same sense of 
astonishment about the degree 
of sophistication that the audi- 
ence has for this movie” 

— PK 








Faith healer 


Neil Jordan returns to form 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


It’s traditional that a deal 


with the Devil can be broken — but a bargain with 
God is for good. So goes the moral of Graham 


Greene’s crankiest novel, The End of 
the Affair. Sourly autobiographical, 
it wallows in bad faith; though taking 
the part of the Devil’s advocate, its 
narrator — embittered Greene 
stand-in Maurice Bendrix — in ef- 
fect is offering a polarized cate- 
chism, a litany of anti-God denunci- 
ations that if held up to a mirror read 
the opposite. 

The novel’s obsessive, meditative, 
even whiny style and substance are a 
challenge for the screen — the one 
previous adaptation, Edward 
Dmytryk’s in 1955, was a dud. 
Maybe because the theme of unat- 
tainable love is close to his heart, as 
seen in Mona Lisa, The Miracle, and 
The Crying Game, or maybe because 
he saw it as a chance to redeem him- 
self after the debacle of In Dreams, 
Neil Jordan warms to the task. Al- 
though sometimes strained and 
schematic (his pagan, lapsed 
Catholicism is at odds with Greene’s 
puritanical, new-found faith), Jor- 
dan’s Affair rings true. It’s a deft 
cinematic translation of a daunting 
novel and a formally challenging in- 
vestigation of character and point of 
view. More important, it’s a chilling 
exploration of those questions that 


patel 
THE END OF 
THE AFFAIR 
Directed by Neil Jordan. Written by 
Neil Jordan based on the novel by 
Graham Greene. With Ralph 
Fiennes, Julianne Moore, Stephen 
Rea, lan Hart, Sam Bould, and 
Jason lsaacs. A Columbia Pictures 
release. At the Nickelodeon, the 


Harvard Square, and the West. 
Newton and in the suburbs. 


The question bugs him because he 
has by chance fallen in love with 
Sarah (a pale Julianne Moore, who 
will grow paler still), the wife of 
Henry (Stephen Rea, paying for his 
sins in Guinevere by playing an inef- 
fectual prig), a government minister 
whom Maurice is researching for a 
novel he’s writing. It’s London on 
the eve of World War II and everyone 
is keyed up, so after his first meeting 
with Sarah at a party, Maurice takes 
her to a film adaptation of one of his 
own novels (a self-reflexive motif 


ing into Henry in the rain (a recur- 
rent fallacy that grows too pathetic), 
learns that he suspects Sarah of infi- 
delity. As this would entail her being 
unfaithful to him as well, Maurice 
perversely goes ahead with Henry’s 
half-hearted notion of hiring a detec- 
tive, Mr. Parkis (lan Hart), to check 
up on his wife. 

Although admittedly prompted by 
a “devil” within him, Maurice’s 
vengeful whim leads him to a con- 
frontation with the nature of fate and 
divinity. The key to his understand- 
ing of what happened is the moment 
when Sarah ended their affair. After 
they’ve made love in his apartment 
during a V-1 raid, Maurice walks 
downstairs to check that all is clear; 
he pauses before a blood-red 


stained-glass window (a rare burst of 


color in this etiolated film), that, in 
silence, erupts around him from a 
delayed buzzbomb explosion. 

What happens next is seen in two 


versions: Maurice’s and, by means of 


a purloined diary, Sarah’s. Maurice 
survives, but how and why — a mir- 
acle? — is unclear. What is unam- 
biguous is Sarah’s rejection. She will 
always love him, she says, but she 
will never see him. Can one love the 
unseen, he asks. “Maybe that’s the 
only love there is,” she replies. 

The unseen, of course, is the One 
whose point of view is beyond that 
of Maurice or Sarah or Parkis, be- 
yond perhaps even that of the film- 





SEEN AND UNSEEN: Moore and Fiennes carry on, and end, their adulterous affair in a cubist environment of multiple 


flashbacks and shifting viewpoints. 


can really stymie a soul — is there a 
God? what is love? and that if 
honestly answered, as his characters 
discover, can change a life forever. 

At first it seems Jordan is going to 
be overly faithful to the text: not 
only does he have Maurice (Ralph 
Fiennes, tight-lipped in his randiness 
and self-loathing) recite in voiceover 
the novel’s opening lines (“This is a 
diary of hate”), but he provides a 
close-up of the typewriter keys ham- 
mering said lines into a sheet of 
paper. But hate is not as big a prob- 
lem with Maurice as perception. Can 
one love or be loved when unseeing 
or unseen? 


that goes nowhere), feeds her 
onions, takes her home, and humps 
her on the sitting-room floor within 
earshot of her husband. (“Will he 
hear?” he asks. “He wouldn’t recog- 
nize the sound,” she answers.) So 
begins a five-year fling abetted by 
Henry’s obtuseness and Nazi air 
raids. 

Quick work even by today’s stan- 
dards, but already Affair has grown 
cubist. Told in elaborate flashbacks, 
with the same incidents repeated 
from different points of view with 
mounting irony and rueful insight, it 
begins with a post-war, post-affair 
frame tale in which Maurice, bump- 


maker. Jordan ably suggests the im- 
manence of the divine through the 
use of high-angled shots and high- 
handed ironies. Less effective is his 
reliance on voiceover passages from 
the original — he should have had 
as much faith in the unsaid as in the 
unseen. Neither is the melodramatic 
device of illness — you know you’re 
in trouble when the phrase “You'll 
catch your death” is uttered twice in 
the same rainstorm — any less 
creaky in the film than in the novel. 
Such flaws aside, Jordan’s Affair 
may not restore faith in miracles, 
but it does lay bare the miracle of 
faith. 
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Miracle worker? 


dap be an iaeioesal od Sen pireacnn, naaek 


consequences. — 
- “Alot of the stories | choose, poccgearitrne po: 


assumes he’s in love with a woman but he’s really a 
man. Or Mona Lisa — Bob Hoskins thinks he’s on 

the right path with Cecily Tyson but he learns other- 
wise. I’m attracted to those kinds of stories. Ambigu- 
ous stories that can be interpreted in different ways. 


Like in rai a la is ngs nach 
saw or was it his imagination?” 
Po casa aga stalling ay ites, marth 
tale of wartime 


Greene’s semi-autobiographical 
pen Saas id y repre The adulterous 


scenes, 
by the thud of bombs in the background and the 
proximity of death. “What attracted me to Greene's 
novel was that it was a terribly passionate affair, a 
very erotic story, it explored the relationship in 

many ways. The state of intensity of their relation- 
ship piles Shien i a Ailahtt Cince. where time is 
suspended, almost like Eden. And the war, because 
it created the intensity of the moment, because they 
can be killed at any moment and that added a total- 
a cn ee weenie you and 

Eroticism and spirituality — 

Sait Hk OF trate as two things that go nand in 
hand, but they do.” 

They do especially in the film’s central, enigmatic 
scene. Maurice and Sarah have made love, ignor- 
ing a V-1 attack. Maurice stands in front of a 
stained-glass window that disintegrates from a de- 
layed explosion. What happens next, depending on 
the point of view, could be a delusion or a miracle, 
and a promise is made that could be a sign of gen- 
uine faith or folly. 

“That's what drew me to the story,” says Jordan. 
“It was a love story told from the point of view of an 
obsessive man infused with jealousy and hatred 
who's forced to confront the same events from an- 
other point of view. Especially that suspended mo- 
ment which could be interpreted many different 
ways. Anybody who's experienced death or near 
death, they always instinctively appeal to a higher 
power. To me it was entirely rational for her to have 
done that and that she would have made this 
promise.” 

On the matter of miracles, though, Jordan re- 
mains neutral; he wants to keep this Affairon a 
human and not a divine level. “Do | want to stir up 
any religious issues? No, | don’t. | just want to make 
a love story about the kind of promises people 
make to each other. And the whole idea of sexual 
contact, of an affair, and the responsibility people 
take for nahin St other. This is similar to The onion 
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On the verge 


Pedro Almodovar flirts with a hit 


BY SCOTT HELLER Only in the bent screen world of Pedro Almodévar 
do you find a movie plot like this: Manuela (Cecilia Roth), an elegant 


nurse, watches helplessly as her beloved 


(Eloy Azorin) is killed by an on- 
coming automobile. She leaves 
Madrid for Barcelona to share the 
bad news with the father Estéban 
never knew — a transvestite now 
known as Lola (Toni Cantd). A 
histrionic gender-bending prosti- 
tute who once roomed with Lola 
helps Manuela, who in turn takes 
under her wing a young nun who 
ministers to the poor. The same 
nun, it turns out, is pregnant by the 
missing Lola. Meanwhile, the nurse 
falls in with Huma (Marisa Pare- 
des), an actress who had been one 
of Estéban’s favorites. Command- 
ing the stage as Blanche du Bois in 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Huma is 
saddled off stage with a girlfriend, 
Nina (Candela Pefia), who’s addict- 
ed to heroin. 


Kk 


Got that? 

Yet despite its whacked-out sto- 
ryline, All About My Mother is a 
love letter to women, actresses, and 
survivors of all shapes, sizes, and 
sexualities. In his last few films, 
Almodévar has been more interest- 
ed in melodrama than in camp, in 
channeling the spirit of Douglas 
Sirk, not John Waters. Fans of the 
director’s earlier, raunchier films 
will find his latest effort lacking. | 
too confess to missing the renegade 
perversity of Law of Desire or 
Matador. But All About My Mother 
is the most fully realized film in 
what might be called the director’s 
mature period. 

Almodévar’s films have always 
been boisterous and colorful, 
showily art-directed and ripely 


ALL ABOUT MY MOTHER 


Written and directed by Pedro Almodovar. With Cecilia Roth, Marisa 
Paredes, Penelope Cruz, Antonia San Juan, Eloy Azorin, Candela 
Pena, and Toni Cantd. A Sony Pictures Classics Release. At the 
Kendall Square and the West Newton, and in the suburbs. 


Lunatic wit 


Man on the Moon avoids the dark side 


teenage son Estéban 


scored. But over time, the director 
has become one of the cinema’s 
most fluid storytellers as well. 
*Mother’s opening is a masterpiece 
of complexity and concision, layer- 
ing several styles of “performance” 
into a breathtaking whole. 
Manuela and a medical team per- 
form on video, practicing the right 
way to ask a parent to donate a 
dead child’s organs to a person in 
need. Later, the nurse and her own 
doomed son gather in front of the 
TV for a regular viewing of All 
About Eve, the son’s favorite film 
and an inspiration to his budding 
writing career. For Estéban’s birth- 
day, Manuela gives him a copy of 
Music for Chameleons. Then 
mother and son go off to see 
Streetcar at the theater. Racing to 
get the lead actress’s autograph, 
Estéban is killed. 

Tennessee Williams and Truman 
Capote, Bette Davis and medical 
soap operas — all are deftly allud- 
ed to in what amounts to the film’s 
prologue. The camera tilts crazily 
as Estéban falls to the ground. His 
mother explodes in grief. Return- 
ing to heal in Barcelona, she franti- 
cally searches for her son’s lost fa- 
ther in an abandoned field where 


BY PETER KEOUGH = Milos Forman’s Man on the Moon, the late 
comic Andy Kaufman’s last laugh at the rest of us, opens with a little 
quiz on irony. In a black-and-white prologue, Kaufman (Jim Carrey), 


the anarchic *70s comic best 
known as Latka on the TV series 
Taxi, thanks us for coming to his 
movie. Then, apparently stricken 
with second thoughts, he says the 
movie is stupid and terrible, and 
that this is the end of the movie. 
An uncomfortable pause follows. 
“Why are you still here?” he de- 
mands, only to reveal moments 
later that this is all a ploy to elimi- 
nate those poor suckers who don’t 
get the joke. 

Chances are, no one will leave at 
this point — the joke would then 


ak 


MAN ON THE 
MOON 


Directed by Milos Forman. 
Written by Scott Alexander 
and Larry Karaszewski. With 
Jim Carrey, Danny DeVito, 
Paul Giamatti, and Courtney 
Love. A Universal Pictures 
release. At the Cheri, the 
Circle, and the Fresh Pond, 
and in the suburbs. 


be on them. And certainly a lot 
more will stay for the duration than 
the 28 percent who, in an infamous 
poll that ended the comic’s appear- 
ances on Saturday Night Live, said 
they wanted Kaufman to remain on 
the show. That episode makes for a 
ruefully funny moment in the film, 
when it becomes clear that Kauf- 
man has raised the stakes of arro- 
gance and outrage a little too high. 

In another scene, Kaufman and 
collaborator/alter ego/enabler Bob 
Zmuda (played in the movie by an 
outstanding Paul Giamatti, but in 
real life one of the film’s producers 
and the author of a Kaufman biog- 
raphy), sharing a private laugh 
from the Andy Kaufman TV spe- 
cial that was never aired, admit that 
if just the two of them found the 
joke funny, that was enough. And 
in the end, when the miracle work- 
er whom Kaufman enlists to cure 
his terminal lung cancer proves to 
be a phony, is the joke on Kaufman 
at last? Is that the punch line he 
was intending all along? 

To its credit, maybe, this alter- 
nately smug and hilarious bio-pic 
has no answers. Nor does it ap- 
proach any understanding of the 
motivation of its source. Surpris- 


ingly conventional and superficial, 
it consists almost entirely of Carrey 
showcasing his uncannily dead-on 
impression of Kaufman’s bits 
(“channeling” is the quasi-religious 
term the filmmakers are prompt- 
ing, with an eye to an Oscar), and 
does little to explore the possibility 
of a human being beyond those 
bits. There are only reaction shots 
from everyone else — audiences, 
loved ones, even David Letterman, 
even Kaufman himself — failing to 
comprehend, getting offended, 
getting the joke, realizing that the 
joke is on them. Kaufman’s life in 
Moon is a weird sadomasochistic 
dance ending in adoration. In a 
sense, he is the anti—Robin 
Williams — he’ll do anything to be 
hated, as long as it gets a laugh 
and, ultimately, idolization. 

The closest Moon gets to analyz- 
ing this phenomenon is early on, 
with a sequence of young Andy en- 
tertaining his little sister with child- 
ish imitations of animal noises. A 
jump cut is made to the adult Andy 
trying the same routine on a baf- 
fled and hostile club audience. 
Narcissistic innocence meets the 
reality principle of a tough crowd 
and discovers the estrangement 


clients in cars circle 
prostitutes plying their 
trade. This stunning 
image — the film’s 
most unforgettable — 
leads to more familiar 
Almodévar territory, as 
Manuela meets the two 
women who will help: 
La Agrado (Antonia San 
Juan), the transvestite 
who had been her friend 
nearly 20 years before, 
and Sister Rosa (Pene- 
lope Cruz), an angelic 
nun whose own mother 
won't offer comfort in a 
desperate time. 

“Women will do any- 
thing to avoid being 
alone,” Manuela re- 
minds them. Most no- 
tably they'll fall for the 
wrong man. In the 
Tennessee Williams 
play, that’s Stanley Kowalski, of 
course. But in Almodévar’s re- 
demptive rewrite, “the kindness of 
strangers” can truly heal, espe- 
cially when those strangers are a 
family of women. Although the 
film takes its title from the bitchy 
backstage classic, here women ac- 
tually pull for one another. When 
Manuela, who had been an ac- 
tress in her youth, becomes 
Huma’s personal assistant, the 
stage is set for a Margo Chan- 
ning/Eve Harrington catfight. 
Manuela even goes on as Stella 
for one performance in Streetcar 
when Huma’s lover is too 
drugged out to play the part. Yet 
the tantalizing prospect never ma- 
terializes. A younger Almodévar 
probably wouldn’t have resisted, 
but in his 13th film, the director 
wants to make nice, on his own 
peculiar terms, instead. 

Affonso Beato’s camerawork and 
José Salcedo’s editing meet the de- 
mands of the director’s baroque 


and power of irony. 

Chastened, Kauf- 
man returns with the 
now-famous foreign 
guy — the Latka pro- 
totype — doing im- 
pressions. After arous- 
ing the audience’s 
contempt, fear, and 
pity with a pathetic 
imitation of Jimmy 
Carter, he rocks the 
place with a tri- 
umphant turn as Elvis 
singing “Blue Suede 
Shoes.” Kaufman has 
discovered his basic 
gig of inducing un- 
comfortable suspense 
followed by a reversal 
of expectation, and of 
manipulating complic- 
ity and annoyance. > 

As luck would have 
it, in the audience is 
superagent George 
Shapiro (Danny De- 
Vito, who could have 
used some of the 
feistiness of the character he 
played in Taxi). Bewildered but im- 
pressed, Shapiro signs him up. The 
rest is checkered history, as Kauf- 
man makes a mark with his role on 
Taxi (a show he despised), only to 
alienate audiences with his forays 
into wrestling with women and as 
his charmless Mr. Hyde, the 
grotesque and talentless lounge 
singer “Tony Clifton.” 

As a vessel for expressing his 
darker side, Clifton was hardly 


necessary, since Kaufman himself 


was pretty nasty. The only differ- 
ence was that Clifton was uglier 
and unfunny. The wrestling, 
though, would seem a window 
into Kaufman’s psyche; it seemed 
his only contact with women other 
than prostitutes, and it’s how he 
meets the only love interest de- 
picted in the film. Lynne Mar- 


MOTHER AND CHILD: in a masterpiece 
opening, Cecilia Roth’s Manuela witnesses 
her son (Eloy Azorin) meet a violent death. 


storytelling style. So do the perfor- 
mances, which are delivered by a 
mix of familiar faces and new 
blood. Cecilia Roth, who hadn’t 
been in an Almodovar film since 
1984, is regally moving as Manuela, 
a mother who suffers with dignity 
and grace. Not so dignified is the 
Spanish cabaret performer Antonia 
San Juan, who raises the roof as La 
Agrado. Seizing the stage when the 
Streetcar stars fall ill, she unleashes 
a fierce monologue about the price 
of the plastic surgery that keeps her 
beautiful enough to work the 
streets. “It costs me a lot to be au- 
thentic,” she announces. “A woman 
is more authentic the more she 
looks like what she has dreamed for 
herself.” 

With her foul mouth, pocked 
skin, and cheesy outfits, San Juan is 
a blast from the Almodévarian past, 
and she’s the spiciest thing in All 
About My Mother. The director may 
be heading in loftier directions, but 
Bette Davis would be proud. ® 


“CHANNELING”: 
creation of Kaufman’s routines is the chief 
reason to see the movie. 


gulies (Courtney Love) answered 
Kaufman’s challenge to wrestle on 
the Merv Griffin Show and ended 
up his wife. But any expectations 
that Love will bring the kind of in- 
sight to Kaufman that she brought 
in a similar role to the subject of 
Forman’s superior The People vs. 
Larry Flynt are disappointed. She 
provides just another reaction 
shot, another admirer asking if 
this is all a joke. 

And so it is, and a damned 
funny one. If for no other reason 
than its frighteningly well realized 
re-creation of classic Kaufman 
moments, such as the Mighty 
Mouse routine and the farewell 
concert at Carnegie Hall, one 
should stay for the duration. To 
glimpse the man behind the act 
would probably give the joke 
away. 5S 








aesthetically in the history of cine- 
ma. In nine months, Election was 
really all there was for us critics to 
crow about. “Indies” with distribu- 
tion had vanished. The studios, run 
by marketers and accountants and 
agents, seemed amnesiac about 
how to produce what’s been their 
stock-and-trade for almost a centu- 
ry: well-written and skillfully direct- 
ed movies. 

However, as the leaves fell on 
1999, autumn tales broke through 
that weren’t solely profit-driven, 
that showed — hallelujah! — cine- 
matic originality and directorial tal- 
ent: American Beauty, Three Kings, 
The Fight Club, Being John 
Malkovich, Boys Don’t Cry. As for 
movies held back until Academy 
Award-friendly frozen December: 
this Yuletide is actually a jolly good 
time to pop into your favorite bijou 
— that is, if you are purchasing a 
ticket for The Talented Mr. Ripley, 
Man on the Moon, or The Insider. 
They’re classy and excellent. 

So 1999 has been salvaged, | 
suppose, from atrocity. But with 
those marketers, agents, and ac- 
countants so firmly in charge in 
LA, and with unusual “indie” cine- 
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— film 
Sudden feast 


The best films of 1999 


After an astonishingly unmemorable spring and a calculatedly moronic 
“entertainment” summer, Hollywood entered this fall ecstatic, with 
billions in box office, but also spiraling toward the most destitute year 


isn’t gloomy already about Ameri- 
can cinema in 2000 and beyond? 
The envelope, s’il vous plait. 
The Best Film of 1999: Election. 
As I wrote back in the July 16 
Phoenix, “The comic spirit of the 
great Preston Sturges . . . has been 





rejuvenated with director/screen- 
writer Alexander Payne’s hilariously 
screwy script and ingenious, un- 
apologetically slapstick, sight 
gags.” 

The rest of the Ten Best Films of 
1999: 

The Insider. Michael Mann’s 
brooding, intelligent tale of media 
paranoia, the finest American polit- 
ical drama since All the President's 
Men. 

The Talented Mr. Ripley. An ex- 
traordinarily atmospheric version 
of the masterly Patricia Highsmith 


minute of the movie is a misstep. 

Titus. Julie Taymor’s wild, wild 
version of Titus Andronicus, glam 
rock, and Orson Welles, proving 
there’s life and a Tarantino-like 
modernity amid the rampant sex 
and violence of Shakespeare’s den- 
igrated play. 

Show Me Love. A teen girl gets a 
crush on her high school’s coolest 
and sexiest babe in this wonderful 
story of adolescent angst from 
Sweden, where the movie was 
called Fucking Amal. This was 
1999’s Best Foreign Film. 

La vie sur terre. Filmmaker Ab- 
derrahmane Sissako returns to the 
African town where he grew up 
and, in this work of cinema poetry, 
imagines December 31, 1999, 
there, where his people ride about 
on donkeys and sit lazily in the sun 
and nobody cares about the Euro- 
centric millennium. 

Late August, Early September 
Olivier Assayas’s deeply felt, mov- 
ing story of life, love, and death 
among a group of young and edu- 
cated Parisians 

American Beauty. The great 
Kevin Spacey dazzled by a high 
school girl and choking in subur- 


cretly write the screen- 
play? 

Man on the Moon. The 
Andy Kaufman re-cre- 
ations are fabulously on 
target, marvelously enter- 
taining, so why hurt things 
with those endless, and 
unneeded, reaction shots 
of Andy’s confused audi- 
ences? 

Boys Don’t Cry. Kim- 
berley Peirce takes the 
most gruesome story of 
rape and murder and 
transforms it into a mes- 
merizing romantic hero 
tale of a woman who really 
believes she’s a man, and 
who comes on like James Dean in 
Rebel Without a Cause. 

Honorable Runners-Up: Being 
John Malkovich, Walk on the 
Moon, Guinevere, The Wounds, An 
Autumn Tale, The Apple, Regret To 
Inform, The War Zone, Last Night, 


Mr. Death: The Rise and Fall of 


Fred Leuchter, Jr. 

Best Actor: Jim Carrey, Man on 
the Moon. A transcendent embodi- 
ment of Andy Kaufman, Carrey de- 
serves cookies and milk and an 
Oscar. Runners-Up: Russell Crowe 
and Al Pacino, The Insider; Kevin 
Spacey, American Beauty; Matt 
Damon, The Talented Mr. Ripley. 

Best Actress: Reese Wither- 
spoon, Election. Like the character, 
she’s little Miss Perfect. Runners- 
Up: Diane Ladd, Walk on the 
Moon; Hilary Swank, Boys Don’t 
Cry; Catherine Keener, Being John 
Malkovich; Sarah Polley, Guine; 
vere 

Best Director: 
American Beauty. 

Best Supporting Actor: Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, The Talented 
Mr. Ripley. 

Best Supporting Actress: Chloé 
Sevigny, Boys Don’t Cry. 


Sam Mendes, 





MISS PERFECT: Reese Witherspoon is 
all smiles in Alexander Payne’s hilariously 
screwy Election. 


The War Zone. 
Best Cinematography: John 
Seale, The Talented Mr. Ripley. 


Best Musical Soundtrack: 
Gabriel Yared, The Talented Mr. 
Ripley. 


Best Song: Aimee Mann, “Save 
Me,” Magnolia. 

Best Scene in a Movie: Cantabri- 
gian Frederick Wiseman’s docu- 
mentary take on a potato-products 
factory in Belfast, Maine, the as- 
sembly-line doings scissored to- 
gether as if by Eisenstein — if 
Eisenstein possessed a mordant 
sense of humor. 

Best Stupid Movie: South Park: 
Bigger, Longer & Uncut. 

Best Gay Film: Head On, homo- 
sexual heat in the Greek communi- 
ty of Melbourne, Australia. 

Most Underrated Movie: Break- 


fast of Champions, so crazy and 


off-key that it was kind of terrific. 

Most Overrated Movies: Tum- 
bleweeds (vomit!), Dogma, The 
Buena Vista Social Club, The Ideal 
Husband, Cradle Will Rock. 

Most Disingenuous Romantic 
Coupling: Jodie Foster and Chow 
Yun-Fat in Anna and the King. 
Come out, Jodie, and do a love 





ma unable to lure distribution, who 


CALLS 


After demonstrating in Celebrity how out of touch he 
was with contemporary tabloid culture, Woody Allen 
retreats to the 1930s in his 28th feature film. Sweet 
and Lowdown is among the director's most negligible 
efforts in what has become the weakest act in a bril- 
liant career. Allen recycles one of the conceits of Zelig 
in fashioning a mockumentary portrait of Emmet Ray, 
a fictional jazz guitarist who made beautiful music and 
mistreated everyone around him. Sean Penn gives his 
all as the irascible scuzz, and he’s ably supported by 
Samantha Morton and Uma Thurman as the contrary 
women he beds, a mute laundress and a chattily pre- 
tentious writer. New to the director's artistic team, Chi- 
nese cinematographer Zhao Fei swabs the film in lus- 
cious lemony tones. But the familiar whiff of late- 
Woody self-justification wafts over the whole affair, 
with Emmet claiming that a true artist can’t worry 
about who gets hurt along his way. The waiflike Morton 
supplies the film's one truly magical scene. Down on 
her hands and knees to fix a flat tire — on Emmet’s 
car — she is suddenly transfixed as he lazily spins a 
tune on the guitar. For a minute, you can understand 
how Emmet’s artistry takes her to a faraway place. It’s 
only one minute, though, and the underwritten, under- 
populated Sweet and Lowdown has 94 more to fill. At 
the Coolidge Corner, the Harvard Square, and the West 
Newton, and in the suburbs. 


— Scott Helier 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 


Oliver Stone’s football fantasy is in some ways a locker- 
room rendition of Ail About Eve. Dennis Quaid plays the 
loyal, aging quarterback, Jamie Foxx is his cocky under- 
study, and holding the team (the fictitious Miami Sharks, 
ostensibly fashioned after the NFL's notorious bad boys, 
the Oakland Raiders) together is Al Pacino as the old- 
school coach. Shades of Pete Carroll: the team strug- 
gles to make the playoffs and the coach’s leadership is 
challenged, both on the sidelines by the flashy upstart 
QB and from above by the franchise’s brassy new 
owner (a wonderfully bitchy Cameron Diaz). 


suspense novel, though the last 





ban America. Did J.D. Salinger se- 





JUST A MINUTE: Samantha Morton, as one of musi- 


cian Emmet Ray’s (Sean Penn) lovers, provides Sweet 
and Lowdown with it’s only magic. 





Stone, for all his frenetic edginess, does a decent job 
of forging credible relationships among the leads — 
though Quaid’s QB uncharacteristically steps outside 
his persona to fuel the plot trappings. Foxx demon- 
strates a surprising range, and Pacino brilliantly toggles 
between tenacious warrior and beleaguered once-was. 
The ensemble supporting cast boasts a who’s who of 
Hall of Famers including Jim Brown, Lawrence Taylor, 
and Johnny Unitas. Stone indulges too much of his nau- 
seatingly grandiloquent editing style, which takes some 
of the zip off the gridiron action. But if Any Given Sun- 
day isn’t quite in the same league as North Dallas Forty 
or The Longest Yard, it’s good pigskin entertainment. Be 
sure to stick around for the credits; that’s when the film 
goes into OT and delivers the kicker. At the Cheri, the 
Chestnut Hill, and the Fresh Pond, and in the suburbs. 


— Tom Meek 


Given the never-ending hullabaloo over arts funding, Cra- 
dle Will Rock is timely. Writer/director Tim Robbins 
weaves together several stories of Depression-era New 
York arts battles, including Nelson Rockefeller's demoli- 


Best Newcomer: Lara Belmont, 








story with real passion! 


tion of Diego Rivera's anti-capitalist mural at Rockefeller 
Center and composer Mark Blitzstein’s attempt to stage 
his pro-labor musical The Cradle Will Rock under the 
auspices of the Federal Theater Project at a time when 
Congress was investigating the program for its allegedly 
communist leanings. Robbins is capable of explaining 
complex political material (Bob Roberts, Dead Man Walk- 
ing), but here he is strident and patronizing. It doesn’t 
help that the cast of contemporary actors seems smaller 
than life and that Robbins compounds the problem by re- 
ducing most of the characters to cartoons: fatuous pluto- 
crats (including John Cusack’s Rockefeller), egotistical 
artists (Rubén Blades’s Rivera, Angus MacFadyen’s 
boorish Orson Welles, whose actions in staging the musi- 
cal were more heroic than Robbins gives him credit for), 
and salt-of-the-earth saints (Hank Azaria’s Blitzstein, > 
Emily Watson's Olive Stanton, the homeless waif who 
starred in the play). Stirring and incredible as the climac- 
tic, against-all-odds staging of Blitzstein’s play is, it 
serves to remind (as does the film) that anti-authoritarian 
art is much easier to defend when the artist doesn't ruin it 
with shrill polemics. At the Nickelodeon, the Kendall 
Square, and the West Newton, and in the suburbs. 

— Gary Susman 


ANNE FRANK’S DIARY 


Perhaps no account of the Holocaust is more universal 
than the diary left behind by a young girl who, with her 
family and several strangers, hid in an attic for more 
than two years, only to be captured by the Nazis. In film 
and stage versions of the story, Anne has always been 
portrayed as a meek but intelligent, well-behaved girl. 
Julia Wolff has made an animated version that includes 
some events that were originally edited out of the pub- 
lished diary. Wolff's version explores Anne’s struggle to 
stand up for herself, as well as other emotional issues 
not portrayed in more saccharine versions. We see 
Anne’s concern over her sister Margot's jealousy; her 
time with Peter, the shy teenager cooped up with them; 
her joy at experiencing her first period, and her frustra- 
tion as she outgrows her clothing, the boredom that 
eclipses her fear. Most of all, the heartbreaking naiveté 
of a teenager whose dreams of becoming a journalist 
are dashed when the SS finds the family. Wolff's com- 
positions of exteriors and interiors are painterly and 
evocative, and despite clumsy dialogue and melodra- 
matic characters, this version of the Diary is moving 
and accessible, even though we know how it all turns 
out. At the Museum of Fine Arts. 

— Peg Aloi 
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heater 


life 


The Cryptogram, once more with feeling 
BY CAROLYN CLAY = 7he Cryptogram came in an empty envelope 


the first time I saw it, in its 1995 American premiere at the American 
Repertory Theatre. There, the terse, intensely personal work by David 


Mamet was directed by the author, 
who so stylized and pressurized it 
that it played like a zombie drama. 
Oskar Eustis’s production at Trini- 
ty Rep is in some ways more styl- 
ized; in the brief interlude between 
the 80-minute work’s second and 
final scenes, the walls of its 1959 
household fall away and the 10- 
year-old boy Mamet has stranded 
on the cusp of isolation stands 


caught in the whir and flicker of 


the home-movie loop that intro- 
duced the production. Yet the act- 
ing here, by Trinity Rep vets Anne 
Scurria and Brian McEleney, is so 
piercing that the play’s wall of af- 
fectation melts and its shards of 
old, hard sorrow shine through. 

In the beginning, however, all is 
warm and fuzzy. As the audience 


THE CRYPTOGRAM 


By David Mamet. Directed by Oskar Eustis. 
Set design by Michael McGarty. Costumes by 
William Lane. Lighting by D.M. Wood. 
Filmmaking by Bob Jungels. With Brian 
McEleney, Anne Scurria, and Colin Nagle or 
Bennett Schlesinger. At Trinity Repertory 
Company, Providence, through January 16. 


enters the theater, the grainy 
home-movie loop plays against a 
background of sentimental stan- 
dards, from “As Time Goes By” to 
“Chestnuts Roasting on an Open 
Fire.” On screen, the play’s three 
characters son John at various 
ages, mother Donny, and family 
friend Del — celebrate birthdays 
and holidays in wholesome, happy- 
looking ’50s fashion, a proud John 
holding up his newly acquired mi- 
croscope for the camera, Del 
chomping cookies and clowning 
around with Chinese checkers. Ab- 
sent from the commemorative 
films, as from the play, is father 
Robert. Presumably he is behind 
the lens, directing the action. 
Indeed, Robert, or Robert’s ab- 
sence, directs the action of the 
play. He is at first 
expected; he and 
John have a camping 
trip scheduled. 
Meanwhile, Del, 
Donny, and John 
engage in feathered, 
elliptical Mamet- 
speak about not 
much of anything: a 
broken teapot, an 


Jokers wild 


ART satire falls flat 
BY CAROLYN CLAY There is more idiot than Karamazov in The 


Idiots Karamazov, a tedious and thuddingly unfunny deconstruction of 
Russian literature that jumps the Dostoyevsky track to race erratically 


through the woods of Western 
writing. Penned and first per- 
formed in the 1970s, when co- 
authors Christopher Durang and 
Albert Innaurato were students at 
the Yale School of Drama under 
the tutelage of then-dean Robert 
Brustein, the satire is arbitrary 
and nonsensical, marrying such 
literary behemoths as The Broth- 
ers Karamazov and Long Day’s 
Journey into Night to the sex- 
filled diaries of Anais Nin and a 
forgotten work by the American 
writer Djuna Barnes. The only 


thing stupider than the play itself 


is the ART’s decision to revive it 
after all these years (in its original 
incarnation Idiots was paired with 
a Yale Rep production of The Pos- 


sessed; currently it plays in rep 
with an estimable staging of 
Ivanov). And the drollest thing 
about the show is nothing in it 
but the fact that ART stalwart 
Thomas Derrah reprises a role 
originally assayed by Meryl 
Streep — that of Constance Gar- 
nett, “eminent translatrix of the 
savage tongue.” Theatergoers 
going glassy-eyed during the two- 
and-a-half-hour debacle can 
amuse themselves by imagining 
Derrah in Sophie’s Choice or The 
River Wild. 

Garnett would seem to be the 
main target of Durang and Innau- 
rato’s wildly aimed burlesque. A 
venerable if dry translator of 
Russian authors ranging from 


THE IDIOTS KARAMAZOV 


By Christopher Durang and Albert Innaurato. Music by Peter Golub. 
Lyrics by Christopher Durang. Directed by Karin Coonrod. Set design 
by Scott Bradley. Costumes by Catherine Zuber. Lighting by Michael 
Chybowski. Sound by Christopher Walker. Musical direction by Michael 
Friedman. With Thomas Derrah, Douglas Goodenough, Sean Dugan, 
Jonathan Hova, John Douglas Thompson, Antonio Edwards Suarez, 
Boni B. Alvarez, Greta Sanchez Ramirez, Faye DeBonis, Remo Airaldi, 
Paula Plum, Mercedes Herrero, Karen MacDonald, and musicians 
Michael Friedman, Jesse Flack, and Mike Wiese. Presented by the 
American Repertory Theatre at the Loeb Drama Center, in repertory 


through January 16. 


old photograph, a torn blanket, a 
lost book about wizards. But there 
are dark undercurrents. John has 
“issues of sleep.” He hears voices. 
Donny is not the soul of patience. 
Del thinks it fine to give the trou- 
bled John a big knife to go cut 
twine off a box in the attic. Every- 
one speaks in clipped yet formal 
phrases, the adults advising the 
child to put on some “clothing,” 
the child wondering, “Mother — 
do you ever think you hear 
singing?” 

Truth to tell, it wouldn’t kill 
Mamet to be a little less cryptic 
with The Cryptogram. There is, 
after all, a thin line between spare 
and stinting. And too much of this 
short work is a juggling of minuti- 
ae, beneath which roil terrible be- 
trayals of which we are only slowly 
made aware. The homosexual Del 
has betrayed Donny, probably be- 
cause he is in love with her hus- 
band. Clearly, Robert has betrayed 
everyone; not even his symbolically 
loaded war knife, spinning on a 
table, is what it purports to be. And 
the already tense and distracted 
Donny, wracked by her own suf- 
fering, responds to that of her 


Turgenev and Tolstoy to Dos- 
toyevsky and Chekhov, she ap- 
pears here as a dotty and priggish 
old bat pushed around in her 
wheelchair by samovar-toting but- 
ler Ernest Hemingway. That make 
no sense to you? Hold on to your 
hunting hat. At first Garnett 
seems bent on guiding us through 
the monumental Brothers, but its 
titular siblings quickly morph into 
Chekhov’s three sisters, spiritedly 
offering up a leg-kicking ditty 
called “We Gotta Get to 
Moscow.” Back in character, the 
youngest Karamazov, Alyosha 
(last season’s cripple of Inish- 
maan, Sean Dugan), returns to a 
Dostoyevskian theme, wondering, 
“How can you look at the barren, 
untranslatable idiom around us 
and still believe in God?” Eventu- 
ally the novel’s Russian Orthodox 
mentor-saint, Father Zossima 
(Remo Airaldi), appears to absorb 
the characteristic clergy tweaking 
of the authors: he’s a swishing, 
preening pervert whose tastes run 
to altar boys and foot fetishism. 
Indeed, foot fetishism is a theme 
of the evening, with Zossima and 
Nin vying, you might say, for 
Alyosha’s sole. 

But Durang and Innaurato by 
no means restrict their pricks to 
Dostoyevsky (as scrambled by an 


wakeful, badgering 
child with such cold 
comfort as, “John, 
everyone has a story. 
Did you know that? In 
their lives. This is 
yours. And finally .. . 
finally . you are 
going to have to learn 
how you will deal with 
it.” Most of this is 
shouted from off- 
stage, since Donny is 
generally more preoc- 
cupied with tea-mak- 
ing than with parent- 
ing. 

At Trinity, under 
Eustis’s sensitive yet 
unflinching direction 
and abetted by a de- 
sign scheme that com- 
bines expressionism 
with banal period de- 
tail, the play tiptoes 
through a seemingly benign, archly 
rhythmic minefield to arrive, chill- 
ingly, at the abyss. The Cryptogram 
becomes not just a play in which a 
child must learn, before his time, to 
break the brutal code of adulthood, 
but a stark, if angry, acknowledg- 
ment that, as a frustrated Donny 
informs her insomniac son, “Final- 
ly, each of us is alone.” 

But before you run to call DSS, 
be aware that Scurria delivers a 
wrenching performance: her 
Donny is no cold, rational mon- 
ster, but an irritable, not unloving 
woman lashing out in deep rage. 
And McEleney captures both the 
pretentiousness and the enthusi- 
asm of Del, dispensing his spry 
fortune-cookie wisdom (“In reali- 
ty, things unfold independent of 
our fears of them”), hiding his 
complicity in the situation behind a 
conciliatory bonhomie. The final 
scene finds both Scurria’s Donny 
and McEleney’s Del, their alliance 
shattered, their faces wet with 





SWEET SORROW: 
Donny) and Brian McEleney (as Del) help get 
to the heart of the matter in Trinity’s Mamet. 


Anne Scurria (as 


tears, in such screaming pain that 
John’s chirpy SOS cannot hope to 
penetrate it. 

It would be not only demanding 
but perverse to expect that a child 
actor would stand up to the rigors 
of The Cryptogram; even when Del 
and Donny are permitted to give 
vent to their emotions, John con- 
tinues to outline his obvious distur- 
bance as if it were the business of 
kidhood as usual. (“Do you ever 
wish that you could die?” he 
queries Donny matter-of-factly.) 
Colin Nagle, who alternates in the 
role with Bennett Schlesinger, talks 
like a little machine gun in the 
Mamet manner, but he sometimes 
has trouble with the cadence. He 
cuts an apt figure, though, both be- 
lievably boyish and hauntingly for- 
lorn. As he makes his final pajama- 
clad trip up the now-disembodied 
stairway, he could be the protago- 
nist of a bedtime story co-written 
by Alfred Hitchcock and Samuel 
Beckett. a 


STONERS: there’s not much to redeem the collegiate silliness of Du- 


rang and Innaurato’s unfunny farce. 


increasingly insane Garnett) and 
the Church. Eugene O’Neill’s 
hophead matriarch, Mary Tyrone, 
shows up, married not to miserly 
actor James Tyrone but to brutish 
Fyodor Karamazov. This allows 
Alyosha and sibling Ivan to flip- 
flop into the brothers Tyrone. 
Meanwhile, in one of the show’s 
better digressions, Anais Nin 
sings, like Evelyn Nesbit on her 
swing, from her diaries. 

This is all just smarty-pants col- 
legiate silliness (the woman exit- 
ing in front of me opined that Du- 
rang and Innaurato must have 
been stoned when they wrote it). 
Presumably at Brustein’s encour- 
aging, it has been inexplicably re- 
polished by its now-50ish authors, 
at least one of whom, Durang, 
graduated to funnier and more 


savage stuff (The Marriage of 


Bette and Boo, Sister Mary Ig- 
natius Explains It All for You). For 
the record, Innaurato is the au- 
thor of the long-running 1970s 
hit Gemini, as well as of the Obie- 


winning The Transfiguration of 
Benno Blimpie. 

But as Dostoyevsky or 
Chekhov or O’Neill once advised: 
when given a lemon, make 
lemonade. And, under the direc- 
tion of newcomer Karen Coon- 
rod, there is some citric enhance- 
ment afoot (ouch) on the Loeb 
stage. Let’s begin with Derrah’s 
Garnett. This is no screaming- 
drag-queen performance but a 
buyable comic rendering of a 
batty, intellectual dowager career- 
ing about in a veritable soap-box 
vehicle of a wheelchair. Gradually 
coming apart as the evening pro- 
gresses, she rises hilariously at 
the end, like a phoenix from 
Dickensian ashes, to spin out of 
control amid the random detritus 
of literature. Also quite funny is 
Karen MacDonald, mincing 
Frenchily about in a red wig, as a 
bossy, coquettish Nin. But for the 
most part, The Idiots Karamazov 
shoots blanks from the Western 
canon. & 





theater 


Nothing to it 


Footloose dances Its brains out 


BY ROBERT DAVID SULLIVAN 


If you see just one 


Broadway musical in your life, then I guess you’d have no 
idea how bad Footloose is. And I'll bet that the few audience 


members who sprang from their seats last 
Friday to give this stinker a standing ova- 
tion wouldn’t be interested in Hedwig and 
the Angry Incl. They seemed to take delight 
in spending $70 for a show without a hint 
of surprise or creativity. A few years ago, 
they could have gotten the same experience 
by hanging out at a food court, but the 
three or four hits from the 1984 film ver- 
sion of Footloose probably aren’t piped in to 
many malls anymore. 

It may be unfair to call Footloose a fail- 
ure, since it aims for so little. Choreogra- 
phy takes a back seat to acrobatics, and | 
must say that there are some fine somer- 
saults in this production. “Footloose” and 
other Top 40 hits are instantly recognizable 

— though I still don’t understand why two 
teens find it “Almost Paradise” to be near 
each other (why the “almost”?). The origi- 
nal songs, by Tom Snow and Dean Pitch- 
ford, are generally of the same pop sensi- 
bility as Kenny Loggins’s title tune, but 
“Learning To Be Silent” is a feeble attempt 
at grown-up musical theater. Jana Robbins 
and Eileen Barnett trade banal lyrics about 
raising children; each time one of them 
sings, the other shakes her head and 
throws the audience an “ain’t it the truth” 
smile. 

Footloose has been running in New York 
for about a year, so I held out some hope 
that there was something of value in it — 
perhaps a gloriously tacky number to fill 
the vacuum left by the toned-down Oscar 
telecasts. But the camp quotient is pretty 
low, unless you count “On Any Sunday,” 
which finds most of the company in church 
pews with their backs to the audience (and 
the wires for their body mikes on display). 
The swiveling heads made me wonder 
whether The Exorcist’s Linda Blair had had 
a hand in the choreography. 

That was before I realized that Sa- 
tanism would play no part in Footloose. 
Never having seen the movie, | had the 
wrong idea about the story, which in- 
volves a free-spirited teenager who moves 
to a little town (“in the heartland of 
America in the recent past,” says the pro- 
gram) where dancing is prohibited. I as- 
sumed that the ban on dancing was sym- 
bolic of wider repressive forces in this 
town, but it turns out that it’s the only 
thing the kids have to worry about. They 
ride motorcycles, dress however they 


Psy 


FOOTLOOSE 


Music by Tom Snow. Lyrics by Dean 
Pitchford. Book by Dean Pi and 
Walter Bobbie. Additional songs by Eric 
Carmen, Sammy Hagar, Kenny 
Loggins, and Jim Steinman. Adapted 
from the screenplay by Dean Pitchford. 
Directed by Walter Bobbie. 
Choreography by A.C. Ciulla. Set design 
by John Lee Beatty. Costumes by Toni 
Leslie James. Lighting by Ken Billington. 
Sound by Tony Meola. With Joe 
Machota, Teresa Marie Sanchez, Daren 
Kelley, Eileen Barnett, Kudra Owens, 
Luther Creek, and Jana Robbins. At the 
Colonial Theatre through January 2. 


want, and apparently have no difficulty 
getting beer and sex. The prohibition on 
shaking one’s hips comes from a minister 
whose son was killed in a car accident 
while on the way to a dance club, but it’s 
never explained why this guy wields so 
much power. Footloose contains not a sin- 
gle word that could be construed as skep- 
ticism toward anyone’s religious beliefs, 
and none of the characters can be de- 
scribed as a villain, so there’s no dramatic 
tension. The minister is simply a bit over- 
protective, and he rescinds the dance ban 
for no reason other than to allow time for 
a big finale before the audience gets antsy. 
At one point, he almost hits his daughter, 
but he immediately feels such guilt that 
it’s unnecessary for his wife to croon, “Are 
there ways to make her understand/with- 
out using the back of your hand?” 

The only fun in Footloose is imagining 
what could have been done with the 
premise. What if there really were some- 
thing to rebel against — say, a hideous 
school uniform — and the kids had to ex- 
press their discontent in a choreographed 
number that didn’t involve obvious danc- 
ing? Alas, the ways around the dance ban 
at the beginning of the show are unimagi- 
native: the hero does a little roller-skating, 
a couple of guys dribble basketballs, and 
the female lead and her friends pose and 
point in the air like Diana Ross and the 
Supremes. We see a bunch of cheerleaders, 
but we never find out what they do at foot- 
ball games if they’re not allowed to gyrate 

to “Louie Louie.” 

The uninspired direction 
comes from Walter Bobbie, 
who helmed the 1996 
Broadway revival of Chica- 
go; admittedly, he has less 
to work with here. Joe Ma- 
chota, who plays the role 
originated by Kevin Bacon 
in the film, can carry a basic 
tune, but his perfect-smile 
cockiness quickly becomes 
annoying. A few years ago, 
I might have deemed his 
delivery suitable for a soft- 
drink commercial, but 
nowadays Coke ads look 
like The Threepenny Opera 
next to a show like Foot- 
loose. 

Whatever else you can 
say about Broadway fix- 
tures such as Cats and Les 
Misérables, at least they at- 
tempt to create a world that 
one can experience only in 
a theater. Footloose, despite 
its phony “rebel” theme, is 
one long reassurance that 
the lively arts can be as pre- 


NO SURPRISES: Footloose offers familiar tunes, some dictable as an oldies radio 


fine somersaults, and not much else. 
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personal and we could pick you as our 
featured personal of the week. If we do. 
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Located at 107 South Street, Boston MA 


FNARADIO.COM 


BOYION'S 2A 


BLAGTING WORPWIPE 


ON THE WEP. 





10 DECEMBER 24, 1999 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
EXOTIC BODY PIERCING 


HOSPITAL STERILIZATION PROFESSIONAL 
(NEW NEEDLES) BODY PIERCING 


GOCE TATTOO 


1518 NEWPORT AVE. * PAWTUCKET, Ri * 401-721-0966 


losest studio to Boston - 100 yds. over state line - 95 N & S exit 2A 


NEW ENGLAND'S #! STUDIOS NOW SERVE BOS/PRV/WORC 


Hoe nNoonWarious 4 


SHEAR MADNESS 


BOSTON'S UPROARIOUS WHODUNIT 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 


Tonight at &; Christmas Eve no show; Christmas 
at 6:30 & 9:30; Dec 26 at 3 & 7:30; Dec 27, 26, 
29 & 30 at 8; New Year's Eve at 6:30 & 9:30; 
New Year's Day at 6:30 & 9:30; Jan 2 no show 


& REG Pears: Tue-Fr: 8; Sat 6:30 & 9:30; Sun 3 & 7:30 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617-426-5225 
Charles Playhouse + 74 Warrenton Street 


EXPERIENCE BLUE MAN GROUP BLUE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 


“GROUP 


BLUE MAN GROUP'S 
febut album 


vicxoemaeter (617) 931-2787 


Group (617) 426-6912 1-800-BLUEMAN 


4 Warrenton St, Boston (617) 426-6912 


CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 


SAT. 5 & 9, SUN. 2 & 7, TUES. 8 PM 
FINAL EXTENSION thru JANUARY 16TH! 


ticketmaster (617) 931-2787 
“IF YOU HAVEN’T SEEN STOMP, GO! 


IF YOU HAVE SEEN IT, TAKE SOMEONE WHO HASN’T 
AND SHARE THE PLEASURE!” | boon clobe 


“EXHILARATING! 
STOMP is 
extraordinary!” 


Boston Phoenix 


Broadway In Boston Groups (20+): 
toa by (617) 482-8616 
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if Your Eating Tastes Are High in Quality, 
but Low in Budget, 
Then Consult the “On the Cheap” 
Review in the Eight Days Section. 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Note: Theaters often change 
their schedules on holiday 
weeks, and occasionally they 
forget to inform us, so we ad- 
vise you to call ahead if you’re 
stepping out this week. 


@ BLACK NATIVITY. The Na- 
tional Center of Afro-American 
Artists presents its 30th season 
of the rousing gospel song play 
by Langston Hughes. John An- 
drew Ross is the music director 
and the cast of 150 includes the 
Voices of Black Persuasion and 
the Children of Black Persuasion. 
At the Tremont Temple, 88 
Tremont Street, Boston (723- 
3486), through December 26. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$15 to $30. 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Help! 
The Scrooges are taking over the 
world. By this time, however, only 
a few remain standing. Trinity 
Rep performs its popular Adrian 
Hall/Richard Cumming adapta- 
tion. Mark Lerman directs the 
production, in which Trinity stal- 
warts William Damkoehler and 
Timothy Crowe alternate as the 
miser cruising for conversion. Ai 
Trinity Repertory Company, 
201 Washington Street, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island (401-456- 
0000), through December 26. 
Curtain is at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., and 
5 p.m. on Friday, and at 11 a.m., 
2 p.m., 5 p.m., and 8 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $27 to $42, with dis- 
counts for seniors, students, and 
the disabled. And Hartford Stage 
offers A Christmas Carol — A 
Ghost Story, adapted and direct- 
ed by artistic director Michael Wil- 
son and featuring Emmy and 
Obie winner Bill Raymond as ev- 
erybody’s favorite skinflint. At 
Hartford Stage, 50 Church 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut 
(860-527-5151), through January 
1. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and at 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday, with matinees at 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on selected 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and 
at 2 p.m. on selected Saturdays 
and Sundays; there are no per- 
formances December 24 and 25, 
but there is a 2 p.m. matinee on 
December 31. Tix $45; $35 for 
children under 12 and Hartford 
Stage subscribers. 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. 
The 29th annual celebration of 
the winter solstice is set during 
the Italian Renaissance and fea- 
tures such treats as a visit to 
Leonardo da Vinci's workshop 
and a total eclipse of the sun 
David Coffin leads the company 
of more than 80 singers and mu- 
sicians, including the band Re- 
naissonics and the a cappella trio 
Tapestry. Ron Jenkins directs the 
commedia dell'arte players, and 
the audience is invited to sing 
carols and dance with the cast at 
appropriate moments. At Sanders 
Theatre, Quincy and Kirkland 
Streets, Cambridge (496-2222), 
through December 26. Curtain is 
at 3 p.m. on Thursday and at 1 
and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $18 to 
$36; $12 to $30 for children under 
12 

@ A COUPLE OF BLAGUARDS. 
Pulitzer winner Frank McCourt 
and his brother Malachy McCourt 
devised and performed this auto- 
biographical vaudeville before 
they became men of letters. 
(Frank is the author of the mem- 
oir-phenom Angela’s Ashes and 
its sequel ‘Tis, Malachy of A 
Monk Swimming.) The show’s 
Boston premiere features Richard 
McElvain as Frank and Shay Duf- 
fin as Malachy, and there is 
something slightly odd about an 
autobiographical piece being per- 
formed by third parties. Both ac- 
tors are very winning, singing 
lrish ditties and telling the Mc- 
Courts’ funny-sad tales of an im- 
poverished Limerick boyhood and 
their adventures as American im- 
migrants. But don’t expect An- 
gela's Ashes; this is more like 
“Angela's Follies,” with the fodder 
for Frank McCourt’s poignant 
memoirs turned to song and 
shtick awash in bottled Irishness. 
At the Terrace Room in the 
Boston Park Plaza Hotel, Arling- 
ton and Stuart Streets, Boston 
(931-2787), indefinitely. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through Fri- 
day, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $28.50. 

@ THE CRYPTOGRAM. Trinity 
Rep artistic director Oskar Eustis 
directs David Mamet’s spare 
1994 work; set in 1959, it’s about 
a 10-year-old boy whose world is 
shattered by adults who don’t 
show up or fail to take notice. 
Anne Scurria and Brian McE- 


leney are featured as the boy's 
mother and her oldest friend. At 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island (401-351-4242), 
through January 16. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, at 8 p.m 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday, 
with additional 2 p.m. matinees 
on selected Wednesdays and 
Saturdays; there are no perfor- 
mances December 24, 25, and 
31. Tix $26 to $38; discounts for 
seniors, students, and the dis- 
abled. (See our review, on page 


8.) 

@ FOOTLOOSE. The 1998 
Broadway musical based on the 
hit 1984 film about a young man 
with all the right moves in a fire- 
and-brimstone town that doesn’t 
allow dancing. Tony winner Wal- 
ter Bobbie directs the show, 
which features several songs 
from the film soundtrack, plus 
nine new ones written for the mu- 
sical by Dean Pitchford and Tom 
Snow. A.C. Ciulla staged the 
dances, described as “a joyous, 
dynamic, youthful explosion.” 
Sorry, no Kevin Bacon. At the 
Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston 
Street, Boston (931-2787), for a 
limited engagement. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and 
at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$25 to $70. (See our review, on 
page 9.) 

@ THE IDIOTS KARAMAZOV. 
Dostoyevsky’s characters face 
their worst nightmare — bad 
translation — in this “literary de- 
molition derby” by Christopher 
Durang and Albert Innaurato. 
Karin Coonrod, founding director 
of New York’s Arden Party, is in 
charge of the American Reperto- 
ry Theatre’s production. ART vet- 
eran Thomas Derrah is the ad- 
died translator Constance Gar- 
nett, who inserts such anachro- 
nistic figures as Anais Nin 
(played by Karen MacDonald) 
into The Brothers Karamazov. 
Other cast members include 
Remo Airaldi and Paula Plum. 
The music is by Peter Golub, with 
lyrics by Durang. Presented by 
the American Repertory Theatre 
at the Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle Street, Cambridge (547- 
8300), in repertory through Jan- 
uary 16. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
December 23, 28, and 31 and 


_ January 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 


and 15; at 7 p.m. on December 
26; and at 2 p.m. on December 
26 and January 1, 8, and 16. Tix 
$24 to $57, with discounts for se- 
niors and students; $12 student 
rush 30 minutes prior to curtain; 
50 pay-what-you-can tix available 
for Saturday matinees. (See our 
review, on page 8.) 

@ IMPROV ASYLUM. Voted Best 
Comedy Club by the 1998 Boston 
Phoenix Readers’ Poll. At the Im- 
prov Asylum, 216 Hanover 
Street, Boston (263-6887), indefi- 
nitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and at 8 and 10 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. Tix $10 to 
$15; two-for-one with college ID 
on Thursday, $2 discount with 
college ID all other shows. 

@ IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE: A 
LIVE RADIO PLAY. Theater in 
the Open performs Joe Landry's 
adaptation of the beloved Capra 
film as a live radio broadcast 
“with sound effects, singing spon- 
sors, and old-fashioned holiday 
spirit.” At the Firehouse Center 
for the Performing Arts, One Mar- 
ket Square, Newburyport (978- 
462-7336), through January 2. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday; there are no perfor- 
mances December 24 and 25 
and January 1. Tix $13; $11 for 
seniors and students. 

@ IVANOV. Surrealism meets the 
samovar as Yuri Yeremin, artistic 
director of the Moscow Pushkin 
Theatre, takes on Anton 
Chekhov's play about a rural 
landowner too smart to endure 
his provincial life. This stark, Im- 
pressionistic, and ultimately 
haunting production shows off the 
American Repertory Theatre's 
aesthetic at its best, and it is as 
precisely and intensely directed 
as a dance work by Balanchine. 
Film star Debra Winger seems 
rather contemporary but is believ- 
able as the title character's tuber- 
culosis-stricken wife, and Arliss 
Howard gives a monochromatic 
yet oddly affecting performance 
in the lead role. The cast also in- 
cludes Alvin Epstein, Jeremy 
Geidt, Karen MacDonald, Ben- 
jamin Evett, Will LeBow, and 
Paula Plum. Written when 
Chekhov was just 27, /vanov is 
an imperfect work, but the late 
translator Paul Schmidt pared it 


down to avoid repetition. Its clini- 
cally depressed antihero and a 
jarring mix of melodrama and ex- 
istentialism give this 1887 play a 
decidedly modern feel. Presented 
by the American Repertory The- 
atre at the Loeb Drama Center, 
64 Brattle Street, Cambridge 
(547-8300), in repertory through 
January 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
on December 29 and 30 and Jan- 
uary 6, 11, 21, and 22; at 7 p.m 
on January 2 and 9; at 2 p.m. on 
January 2, 9, and 22; and at 
10:30 a.m. on January 11. Tix 
$24 to $57, with discounts for se- 
niors and students; $12 student 
rush 30 minutes prior to curtain; 
50 pay-what-you-can tix available 
for Saturday matinees 

@ JIMMY TINGLE. Cambridge- 
born satirist and 60 Minutes I/ 
commentator Jimmy Tingle 
proves the national spotlight 
hasn't gone to his head as he 
ushers in the millennium in 
Somerville. At the Somerville 
Theatre, 55 Davis Square, 
Somerville (931-2000), Decem- 
ber 30 through January 2. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Thursday, at 7 and 
9 p.m. on Friday, and at 8 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Tix $20. 

@ MILLENNIUM LABYRINTH/- 
BELL THE MINOTAUR. A series 
of interactive theatrical events 
created by Diane Edgecomb and 
Mari Novotny Jones and based 
on the myth of the minotaur, with 
the MBTA serving as the 
labyrinth. “On First Night itself, 
the Minotaur will be revealed at 
Back Bay Station.” Until then two 
large costumed figures, Ariadne 
and her Clone, travel the tube, 
staging related events and 
preparing the way. December 29 
from 7 to 11 p.m. and December 
30 from 8 a.m. until noon: “Pa- 
rade” at Back Bay Station and 
Park Street Station. December 31 
from 7 to 11 p.m.: the ritual 
belling of the minotaur, at Back 
Bay Station. Free and open to the 
public. 

@ THE PAISLEY SISTERS’ 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL. The 
Worcester Foothills Theatre 
Company celebrates the holiday 
with this spoof by Jim Ansart, 
Joel Benjamin, Bret Silverman, 
and Steve Silverman of a televi- 
sion Christmas special in the 
days of Lawrence Welk. “With 21 
original songs, this festive, goofy, 
and funny retro-parody will charm 
the entire family.” At the Foothills 
Courtyard, off Commercial Street, 
adjacent to the Worcester Com- 
mon Outlets, Worcester (508- 
754-4018), through January 2. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday (with a 2 p.m. 
Thursday matinee), at 5 and 9 
p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Sunday (no evening per- 
formance January 2). Tix $17 to 
$25 

@ PETER PAN. Gary John La 
Rosa directs the popular musical 
set in Never Land about a green- 
clad lad with maturation issues. 
Flying is by Foy. At Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow 
Street, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire (603-433-4472 or 800-639- 
7650), through January 16. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and at 3 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $21 to $25; dis- 
counts for seniors and students. 
@ THE RAINMAKER. Tom Mar- 
cus directs N. Richard Nash's 
1954 drought classic about a re- 
pressed young woman whose yen 
for a wandering rainmaker propels 
her toward maturity. The Rain- 
maker is big-hearted hokum, fun 
to laugh at but hard to take as 
anything other than a dated, 
overblown fable. That said, direc- 
tor Tom Markus and the Merri- 
mack Repertory Theatre’s cast put 
a sturdy saddle on the old 
warhorse. The rainmaker’s un- 
abashed display of con artistry — 
meant to say something about 
making a leap of faith — is at least 
amusing. Amy Tribbey is an aptly 
tense, enthusiastic Lizzie (though 
far from plain), but Peter Hermann 
is a coltish ham as Starbuck, more 
lanky and geeky than sexy or vi- 
sionary. The 1956 movie starred 
Katharine Hepburn and Burt Lan- 
caster. At the Merrimack Reperto- 
ry Theatre, 50 East Merrimack 
Street, Lowell (978-454-3926), 
through December 26. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Thursday through Satur- 
day and at 7 p.m. on Sunday; 
there’s also a 2 p.m. Thursday 
matinee on December 23. Tix 
$18.50 to $32.50; half-price rush 
one hour prior to curtain. 

@ SECRETS EVERY SMART 
TRAVELER SHOULD KNOW. A 
dozen people contributed songs 
and sketches to this revue, which 
was inspired by Wendy Perrin’s 
travel-tip book of the same name. 
The show, however, is pretty 
uninspired: a collection of jauntily 
generic tunes with lame lyrics 
about various travel woes. A 
long-running Off Broadway hit, 
it's gamely performed here by a 
talented quartet (Neil Casey, 
Danica Connors, Robert Maitner, 
and Kathy St. George), with Tim- 


othy Evans at the piano and 
Corey DiMario on bass, under the 
cutesy direction of Patrick Quinn 
But the material is surprisingly 
lackluster. The show may have 
made it to Boston, but the lug- 
gage containing its wit must be 
circulating around some carousel 
in Hartford. On December 26 the 
revue (which had been at the 
Copley Theatre) takes up resi- 
dence at the 57 Theatre, 200 Stu- 
art Street, Boston (426-4499), 
where it continues through Jan- 
uary 23. Curtain for the holiday 
week is at 4 and 7 p.m. on De- 
cember 26, at 8 p.m. December 
28 through January 1 (with 5 p.m 
matinees on December 31 and 
January 1), and at 2 p.m. on Jan- 
uary 2. Thereafter, curtain is at 8 
p.m. on Thursday and Friday 
(with a 2 p.m. matinee on Thurs- 
day), at 5 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day, and at 2 and 5 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $38 to $42.50; $50 for 
New Year's Eve; $25 for 7 p.m. 
December 26 performance and 5 
p.m. Sunday matinees. 

@ SHE LOVES ME. Director 
Spiro Veloudos has had the terrif- 
ic idea of producing this charming 
1963 chamber musical, with book 
by Joe Masteroff and score by 
Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick, 
as the Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston’s holiday offering. Based 
on the play Parfumerie, by Hun- 
garian dramatist Miklos Laszlo (it 
also became the film The Shop 
Around the Corner), the show re- 
volves around a lonely man and 
woman secretly corresponding 
without knowing they are at-odds 
employees at the same Budapest 
parfumerie; it’s an old fashioned 
love story in which mismatched 
or improbable couples are sorted 
out and happily realigned on the 
eve of Christmas — what could 
be more seasonally apt? The 
Bock & Harnick score may not 
have offered instant hits, but 
there are some charming and so- 
phisticated pieces marked by wit, 
colorful tone painting, unusual 
harmonic interest, and rhythmic 
variety. And the Lyric production, 
if less than lavish, is funny, nim- 
ble, and light as air. Lyric vets 
Robert Saoud and Maryann 
Zschau are delightful in sec- 
ondary roles, and Amy Soroko 
and Chip Phillips are personable 
and sympathetic as the lovers. At 
the Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, 140 Clarendon Street, 
Boston (437-7172), through Jan- 
uary 2. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, at 8 
p.m. on Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $22 to $35. 

@ THE SISTERS MATSUMOTO. 
Sharon Ott directs the East Coast 
premiere of noted Japanese- 
American playwright Philip Kan 
Gotanda’s play. Set in a post- 
World War |i California farming 
community and based on the ex- 
perience of Gotanda’s own fami- 
ly’s experience, the work depicts 
the lives of three Japanese- 
American sisters who struggle to 
rebuild their lives after being re- 
leased from a US government in- 
ternment camp. The cast in- 
cludes Huntington vets Kim Miy- 
ori and Nelson Mashita. Present- 
ed by the Huntington Theatre 
Company at the Boston Universi- 
ty Theatre, 264 Huntington Av- 
enue, Boston (266-0800), De- 
cember 31 through January 30. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday (excepting Jan- 
uary 5, at 7 p.m., and January 18, 
no performance), at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day and Saturday (excepting De- 
cember 31, at 7 p.m.), and at 7 
p.m. on Sunday (January 2 and 9 
only); there are 2 p.m. matinees 
on Saturday and Sunday (except- 
ing January 1 and 2) and on 
Wednesday (January 12 and 19 
only). Tix $10 to $52; $5 discount 
for seniors and students with ID; 
$20 on December 31 with First 
Night button. 

@ STOMP. The “critically ac- 
claimed explosive-provocative-in- 
fectious-sophisticated-graceful- 
powerful-and-invigorating inter- 
national theatrical percussive 
sensation” returns to Boston. And 
the eight-member percussion 
group could probably make even 
that mouthful come out rhythmi- 
cally. The granddaddy of rhythm 
shows (it was created in 1991) 
hasn't lost its grubby glamor de- 
spite years of phenomenal suc- 
cess. It’s based on the wonderful- 
ly simple notion that if you listen 
in the right way, rhythm is all 
around us: in the opening and 
closing of a cigarette lighter, the 
rasps of a throat clearing, the way 
a newspaper crumples as you 
turn the page, the swipes of a 
broom or a dust cloth. Stomp is 
more sophisticated than that, of 
course, but it tries to remind us all 
the time of the spontaneous art 
we could make if we wanted to. 
At the Wilbur Theatre, 246 
Tremont Street, Boston (931- 
2787), through January 9. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through Fri- 
day, at 5 and 9 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $32.50 to $52.50. 





A ts Pp mn 7 ee BRILLIANT! Thomas Derrah is UNFORGETTABLE! He plumbs a 
depth of rage and comedy that is striking. — boston.citysearch.com 


What a ZANY, anarchic mix! A wary imaginative satire, over-the-top 
hilarity. A SUPERBLY REALIZED scre ll evening! = — Bay Windows 


UNABASHEDLY ENTERTAINING and irresistibly FUNNY! It’s impossible not 
fo get caught up in the SHEER JOY of the production! = — Harvard Crimson 


Antonio Edwards Suarez, Thomas Derrah, Douglas Goodenough, 


Boni B. Alvarez, Jonathan Hova 


by Christopher Durang & Albert Innaurato 
music by Peter Golub lyrics by Christopher Durang 
directed by Karin Coonrod 


Remo Airaldi Boni B. Alvarez Faye DeBonis Thomas Derrah 

Sean Dugan Douglas Goodenough Mercedes Herrero Jonathan Hova 

Karen MacDonald Paula Plum Greta Sanchez Ramirez Antonio Edwards Suarez 
John Douglas Thompson Naeemah White-Peppers Nora Zimmet 


- World Lit 101 was never this much fun! Playwrights Christopher Durang (Beyond Therapy, 
Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You) and Albert Innaurato (Gemini) 
bring you a hilarious whirlwind tour through the whole western canon with that daffy old 
translatrix Constance Garnett as tour guide. Filled with music, madness, and 
merriment, The Idiots Karamazov isa show that | 

makes the great works of literature just a little | 
easier to digest. Catch the fun! 





by Anton Chekhov 
translated by Paul Schmidt 


adapted & directed by Yuri Yeremin 
(Artistic Director of Moscow’s Pushkin Theatre) 


“Ivanov will leave many theater lovers 
amazed and delighted at the possibilties 
that a gifted director finds to tell a story!” 

— Boston Globe 


“haunting, mesmerizing images that are 
sure to be the most powerful and indelible 
= AIFS : = of the season!” — the TAB 
Arliss Howard, Debra Winger 


Order on the Web 24 hours a day 


64 Brattle St ¢ Harvard Sq ° 617-547-8300 = wwwanmrrep.org 
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television 


wa 
|, the jury 
Mistrials on The Practice; SNL versus the Onion 
BY ROBERT DAVID SULLIVAN Producer David E. Kelley outdid 


himself with all the pyrotechnics on the December 12 episode of The 
Practice. There was a murder trial with a remorseless defendant who 
was obviously guilty, a cranky judge who liked to throw lawyers into 
jail for contempt, Bobby O’Donnell’s character assassination of the 
medical examiner who was just trying to do his job (but was once 





caught masturbating within sight of 
a corpse!), and even a bit of court- 
room violence (the psycho defen- 
dant tried to snap the neck of twig- 
like Helen Gamble). Yes, it was one 
travesty after another, and the script 
included several references to the 
O.J. Simpson trial, just in case we 
missed the parallels. Unfortunately, 
this blanket indictment of our crimi- 
nal-justice system wouldn’t be com- 
plete unless it included the jury, so 
the episode ended with an acquittal 
for the smirking drug dealer who 
stabbed one of his customers seven 
times. 

There are ample grounds for ap- 
peal on this one. It’s highly improb- 
able that any jury would let this 
lowlife go — even in bleeding-heart 
Massachusetts, where The Practice 
is set. Kelley and company are sure- 
ly aware that O.J. Simpson’s 
lawyers exploited racial tensions to 
get their client off, but there was no 


4 


ow 





CITY OF ANGELS: Steven Bochco’s new show 
debuts January 16 with Blair Underwood and 


Viveca A. Fox. 


similar factor in this case. One of 
the characters correctly notes that 
“all it takes is one idiot” to get a 
hung jury, but this technicality has 
been used too often on The Practice, 
which has ended countless episodes 
with killers returning to the streets 
of Boston. (On Law & Order, the 
reverse is occasionally true, and ju- 
ries bring back convictions on the 
basis of incredibly convoluted and 
speculative evidence.) The Practice 
deserves credit as one of the few 
courtroom dramas to show how 
both sides of the law can ignore the 
truth while in the pursuit of victory. 
But though we get to see both de- 
fense attorneys and prosecutors 
wrestle with their consciences, we 
never see any jurors talk about their 
decisions. It seems a bit unfair to 
dismiss them as “idiots” while exon- 
erating Bobby O’Donnell from the 
charge of being a sleazeball. 

With so many courtroom dramas 
on television — five on prime time, 
plus all those People’s Court/Judge 
Judy ripoffs in the afternoon — 








you'd think there would be room for 
a look at the jury-deliberation 
process somewhere. The continually 
changing cast of characters would 
be expensive and difficult to write 
for, so perhaps the idea would work 
best as a short-term series on HBO 
or Showtime. (I'll bet the language 
is less decorous in the jury room 
than in open court, at any rate.) But 
I'd also grant dramatic license to a 
series in which the same 12 people 
decide different cases in each 
episode. That’s no more unbeliev- 
able than the way our heroes on The 
Practice get involved in a different 
“crime of the century” every week. 


THE TINY LITTLE TREND to- 
ward ribald sit-coms without laugh 
tracks is over: Fox has buried all re- 
maining episodes of the film-indus- 
try satire Action in a plutonium- 
lined casket somewhere in the 
Nevada desert, probably next to the 
unaired install- 
ments of The 
Family Guy. The 
show’s lead char- 
acter was pro- 
nounced dead of a 
heart attack at the 
end of the De- 
cember 2 episode, 
a thoughtful ges- 
ture that should 
kill any false 
hopes among the 
tens of fans who 
appreciated Ac- 
tion’s nasty wit. 
Meanwhile, 
ABC’s = Sports 
Night is almost 
certainly on its 
way to oblivion, 
having failed to 
improve on its 
weak first-season 
ratings. With its 
smart and snappy 
dialogue, Sports 
Night brought to 
mind the work of 
1940s screenwriter Preston Sturges, 
as well as the better films with 
Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hep- 
burn. Unfortunately, some of its 
screwball-comedy plots didn’t work 
well over multiple episodes. When 
Dana (Felicity Huffman) tells Casey 
(Peter Krause) that he must date 
other women for one year before 
she’ll go out with him, we want to 
see her “experiment” played out 
right away, not in real time. Stories 
like this generally work when they 
happen so quickly that we don’t 
have time to consider their plausibil- 
ity. Just try watching a Sturges film 
in 22-minute chunks and see how 
funny it is. Also, TV audiences seem 
to smell desperation in this kind of 
long-range plot device — witness 
the quick deaths last year of Cupid 
(the title character had to match 
100 couples in order to win back his 
godly powers) and Brimstone (the 
lead character had to kill 113 crimi- 
nals in order to ascend to heaven). 
It didn’t help matters that ABC’s 
promotion department tried to sell 


Sports Night as a slapstick comedy 
or a gripping drama, depending on 
the episode, when neither approach 
was ever accurate. 

Not that ABC can compete with 
the Satanic forces at the NBC pro- 
motion department. For years, the 
people who coined the phrase 
“must-see TV” have specialized in 
giving away the endings of Frasier 
and other sit-coms and promising 
that every upcoming episode of ER 
would have a death toll slightly 
higher than that of Titanic. Lately, 
they’ve expanded their repertoire by 
highlighting scenes that aren’t even 
in a show’s next episode. Carol went 
into labor in NBC promo land two 
weeks before she did so on ER, and 
a scene in which happily homosexu- 
al Jack is forced to kiss a woman 
(his wife, but only in the strictest 
legal sense) seemed to be all over 
NBC for a month before it hap- 
pened on Will & Grace. 

CBS still has its lame “welcome 
home” promos, which are now sup- 
posed to look like someone clicking 
on a Web site. We'll see whether 
they deliver younger viewers for 
Steven Bochco’s latest urban 
drama, City of Angels, which is set at 
a hospital in you-know-where. An- 
gels will debut on Sunday, January 
16 and then move to a permanent 
berth on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. The 
early-evening slot is something of a 
surprise, since Bochco’s previous 
series (including Hill Street Blues, 
NYPD Blue, and Brooklyn South) 
are known for pushing the envelope 
in terms of violence and sexual con- 
tent. But CBS had a pair of sit-com 
stinkers (Work with Me, Love and 
Money) to replace, and its existing 
10 p.m. dramas (including Family 
Law and Judging Amy) are doing 
too well to move. 

So far, the midseason shuffles 
have cut the number of sit-coms on 
the big four networks from 34 to 
26, and that number is sure to drop 
further as more game-show formats 
are exhumed from TV’s graveyard. 
(Sit-coms reached their peak in fall 
1996, with 47 of them on the big 
four networks.) 


THE OBITUARIES FOR MADE- 
LINE KAHN, who died a few 
weeks ago, stressed her film and 
stage work, though most of them 
mentioned her current role (disap- 
pointingly low-key) as a neighbor 
on Cosby. A few writers noted her 
1983 sit-com flop Oh, Madeline, 
which proved once again how diffi- 
cult it is to duplicate the spirit of / 
Love Lucy. But I didn’t see any re- 
minder that Kahn was one of the 
classiest talents to drop in on Sat- 
urday Night Live (I remember her 
singing in an intentionally froglike 
voice on one Christmas-season 
episode), and neither did anyone 
acknowledge her greatest TV role 
— as Eunice’s drama teacher on 
an episode of The Carol Burnett 
Show, who began each lesson by 
warbling, “In our circles! In our 
circles!” Kahn was yet another ex- 
ample of a talented comic per- 





played out right away. 


former who couldn’t find a suitable 
home in the 500-channel television 
universe. 


SPEAKING OF SATURDAY 
NIGHT LIVE: its December 4 par- 
ody of Who Wants To Be a Million- 
aire used the same premise as a fake 
news item on the satiric Web site the 
Onion. In both cases, the contes- 
tants on the game show were mal- 
nourished people from basket-case 
countries (Russia on the Onion, the 
Balkans on SNL) trying to win a 
meager amount of food instead of 
millions of dollars. Of course, the 
Onion item took about a minute to 
read, whereas the SNL bit dragged 
on without much elaboration on the 
joke. Like too many SNL sketches, 
this one coasted on a celebrity im- 
pression — this time, Darrell Ham- 
mond as grating Millionaire host 
Regis Philbin. At least it was funnier 
than those excruciatingly repetitive 
skits about moronic celebrities on 
Jeopardy! 

That same episode of Saturday 
Night Live raised hackles at the Anti- 
Defamation League, which protest- 
ed a sketch about a TV special called 
“And So This Is Chanukah.” In once 
scene, singer Britney Spears (played 
by SNL guest host Christina Ricci) 
cheerfully assures view- 
ers that good Chris- 
tians like herself have 
forgiven Jews “for hav- 
ing killed our Lord.” 
According to Variety, 
ADL national director 
Abe Foxman fired off a 
letter to NBC com- 
plaining that the scene 
perpetuated “anti-Se- 
mitic stereotypes at 
their worst.” I confess 
that I saw the sketch as 
an easy way to make 
fun of bubbleheaded 
pop singers, but maybe 
a handful of brain-dead 
channel surfers took 
the phony Britney at 
face value. We can all 
hope that those easily 
influenced viewers 
didn’t click onto 
the Onion last week, 
when its front page 
included a story head- 
lined “World’s Jews 
Celebrate Christmas 
with Ceremonial Re- 
Murdering of Christ.” 
There seems to be a 
pattern involving the 
Onion and Saturday 
Night Live here: one of 
them comes up with a 








SPORTS NIGHT: we wanted to see Dana’s experiment with Casey 


mildly funny joke and the other 
stretches the same concept beyond 
its breaking point. 


IF YOU DON’T HAVE a family 
dinner to attend on Christmas, you 
could gorge yourself on all the 
cooking shows that run on public 
television every Saturday. Or, if 
you get the Independent Film 
Channel, you can really rebel 
against the holiday by watching 
“The Lynch That Stole Christmas.” 
The 24-hour marathon includes 
interviews with director David 
Lynch, as well as a few of his 
unsettling films. Eraserhead with 
its dancing chicken is not among 
them, alas, but Blue Velvet airs at 
8 p.m., followed by Lost Highway. 

You can also spend the last days 
of the century watching the first 
season of The Sopranos. HBO will 
rerun the mob drama two episodes 
at a time, December 26 through 30 
from 10 p.m. to midnight, and 
finish up with three episodes on 
January 2 from 9 p.m. to midnight. 
If you don’t subscribe to HBO, you 
might want to get it for one month 
so you can tape the 13 episodes 
and catch up at your leisure. The 
show’s second season begins on 
January 16. e 


THE PRACTICE: the show outdid itself 
when a defendant tried to snap the neck of 
Helen Gamble (Lara Flynn Boyle). 
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Singled out 


The 90 best songs of the ’90s 


Recently, someone asked me whether | thought the ’90s had been a better 





decade than the ’80s. My first instinct was to reply, “Better for who?”, since 
[ was taught long ago to answer a tough question with a smart-ass question. 
But it got me thinking, and I realized that in a lot of ways the 90s were a 
better time than the 80s. We got economic prosperity instead of trickle- 
down theories (an economic model that Bill Maher once pointed 


out conjures images of the rich 
pissing on the poor), a political 
scandal involving blow jobs in the 
White House instead of Iran-con- 
tra arms deals. And for technologi- 
cal advancements it’s hard to beat 
e-mail and the Internet. As for 
music, well, the "90s seemed like a 
time of unprecedented variety and 
even freedom as the introduction 
of SoundScan, perhaps one of the 
decade’s most important behind- 
the-scenes developments, made it 
easier to gauge album sales, setting 
the stage for everything from Garth 
Brooks’s first breakthrough to the 
explosion that was Nirvana to the 
sudden dominance of a hip-hop 
upstart like Master P. For a time it 
really seemed that anything might 
be possible. The dada-punk Bore- 
doms with a major-label US deal? 
Why not? Maybe they'll even get 
some airplay. Then again. . . 

Of course, freedom and prosper- 
ity can take their toll. And I'd be 
lying if I said I’m not occasionally 
nostalgic for the bad old ’80s, when 
an indie band were an indie band, a 
pop star was a pop star, and never 
the twain did meet, certainly not on 
the Academy Awards show. I mean, 
in the ’80s you didn’t have to worry 
about someone like Elliott Smith 
rubbing shoulders with a star like 
Celine Dion and then getting popu- 
lar enough to sell out the big club in 
town so you’d end up having to 
watch him from the back of the 
room. On the other hand, the first 
couple of Lollapaloozas really were 
pretty damn cool, and there’s 
something to be said for knocking 
down the walls that separate the 
underground from the mainstream, 
even if it does mean sharing some 
of the music you’re passionate 
about with the masses. 

With that in mind, we set out to 
bid a fond farewell to the ‘90s with 
a list of the decade’s 90 best songs. 
There’s no way to be objective here: 
favorite songs are as personal as a 
favorite color. And there’s no way 
to quantify or be rational about 
such things, especially when you’re 
dealing , with a decade that saw 
everything from punk to metal to 
rap to techno to country hit the 
charts and the airwaves. I mean, 
can you apply the same criteria to a 
hip-hop song and a country tune? 
An ambient techno composition 
and a grunge anthem? 

Probably not, but you can give it 
a shot. And so, nominations were 
collected from more than a dozen 
critics associated with the Phoenix, 
song titles were batted around, ar- 
guments ensued, feelings were 
hurt, and eventually 90 songs 
emerged in the form of an alphabet- 
ized list that represents some ver- 
sion of the ‘90s as we heard it. 
There are obvious picks like 
“Smells like Teen Spirit,” but per- 
haps there’ll be a few pleasant sur- 
prises, too. It’s almost inevitable 
that some of your favorite songs 
didn’t make it onto a list that could 
have easily run two, three, four, or 
five times as long. If nothing else, 
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ERIC ANTONIOU 


“ALL APOLOGIES”: in which Kurt found nirvana after smelling 


teen spirit. 


though, we’re hoping that “90 

Songs for the 90s” causes as many 

arguments among you and your 

friends as it did among the critics 
who contributed. 

— Matt Ashare 

Music Editor 


“All Apologies,” Nirvana (DGC, 
1993). Did you not notice he was 
saying goodbye? Were you not 
paying attention? This is Kurt 
Cobain’s final recessional: break- 
ing down his mighty chords into a 
skeletal pattern beneath first sim- 
ple confessions (whose power 
couldn’t be dimmed even by Chris- 
tian-rock nitwits DC Talk’s chang- 
ing “everyone is gay” to “Jesus is 
the way”), then sneering accusa- 
tions, self-laceration, and com- 
pressed poetic surrealism. You can 
hear him crawling up the umbilical 
noose, from an underwater baby to 


a fetus in utero to nothingness, 
nonexistence, nirvana. 


— Douglas Wolk 


“The Beast in Me,” Johnny Cash 
(American Recordings, 1994). It 
never occurred to me that anyone 
other than the Man in Black could’ve 
written this until the song showed up 
on an episode of The Sopranos in a 
version by its author, Nick Lowe. Be- 
cause on American Recordings Cash 
doesn’t sing the song so much as 
wear it like skin, wrinkles and all, 
tracing its creases and scars with that 
humble and frightening baritone, as 
one whose flesh is but a vessel for his 
own worst enemy. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Bitter Sweet Symphony,” the Verve 
(Virgin, 1997). Breaking up a half- 
dozen times or so didn’t stop these 
British shoegazers from making a 


brilliant third album, Urban Hymns, 
and accomplishing what countless 
other UK boys with great cheekbones 
had tried and failed to do during the 
’90’s by scoring a smash single on 
these shores. Liberally sampling an 


obscure, mostly forgotten recording” 


(forgotten, that is, until “Bitter Sweet 
Symphony” began climbing the 
charts) of the Andrew Oldham Or- 
chestra’s symphonic treatment of the 
Rolling Stones’ “The Last Time,” the 
Verve assembled one of the most 
grandly majestic pop songs of the 
decade. Atop a billowy bed of strings, 
singer Richard Ashcroft’s fitful desire 
to “hear some sounds that recognize 
the pain in me” is ennui at its most 
glamorous. Those cheekbones didn’t 
exactly hurt either. 


— Jonathan Perry 


“Black Ice,” Goodie Mob (La 
Face/Arista, 1998). Innovators by 
design, Southern by the grace of 
God, the Mob (aided by Outkast’s 
Dre and Big Boi) “circulate like a 





Sunday paper” and tap a vein of ly- 
sergically damaged black spirituali- 
ty that harks back to “Stones in My 
Passway” and Bootsy Collins’s 
“Munchies for Your Love.” The 
mix of fear and awe in the chorus 
— “Touched what I never touched 
before, seen what I never seen be- 
fore/Woke up and seen the sun, sky 
high” — makes this hip-hop’s most 
haunting bull session with the 


Almighty. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“Block Rockin’ Beats,” The 
Chemical Brothers (Astralwerks, 
1997). What the Chemical Broth- 
ers picked up from DJing was the 
art of moving the crowd, no matter 
how many times you have to repeat 
the groove to get it over. What they 
picked up from the rock and roll 
they grew up on was the recipe for 
stuffing every track with monster 
hooks, real live instruments, and 
enough details to make it work even 
off the dance floor. What they 
picked up from hip-hop was how to 
make the beat go boom and how to 
dig their own holy racket — and 
the Schoolly D pronouncement that 
powers this battering jam. 

— Douglas Wolk 


“Blue Flowers,” Dr. Octagon 
(Bulk/DreamWorks, 1996). For- 
mer Ultramagnetic MC “Kool 
Keith” Thornton’s collaboration 
with Dan “The Automator” Naka- 
mura and DJ Q-Bert was already 
an underground hit when Dream- 
Works re-released Dr. Octagon; 
and as the bad doctor, Keith pro- 
vided the perfect antidote to the 
dreary “real-ness” of gangsta and 
the everyday perversions of 
playas. Keith described Dr. Octa- 
gon as a “psycho black-and- 
white-TV doctor from 1965 visit- 
ing the future, which is now,” and 
creating surgical and sexual may- 
hem. Or as he says over the slow 
beats and Transylvanian string 
arrangement of “Blue Flowers”: 
“Dr. Octagon: paramedic fetus of 
the east with priests from the 
church of the operating room.” 


— Jon Garelick 





“Born Slippy,” Underworld (Wax 
Trax/TVT, 1996). Opening with a 
bouncy synth flourish worthy of 
Eddie Van Halen and pushing up- 
stairs in the same, uh, vein for near- 
ly 10 minutes, this soundtrack 
smash (from Trainspotting) finds 
Underworld graciously ditching 
their Pink Floyd pretensions in 
favor of distorted punk sneering 
and bassless drum catharsis. 
There’s enough shouting about 
boys and lager to do Oasis proud, 
yet “Born Slippy” avoids the fate 
that befell many of its transatlantic 
successors — it’s no mere comput- 
erized rock song. 


— Sean Richardson 


“Brimful of Asha,” Cornershop 
(Luaka Bop/Warner Bros., 1997). 
Most great songs about songs af- 
firm the listener’s world as the cen- 
ter of the universe. As bold as 
“Dancing in the Street” and breezy 
as “Do You Believe in Magic,” this 
irresistible rock-pop testament lo- 
cates the magic in an Indian per- 
former you'll probably never hear 
(one Asha Bosley). Yet after the fall 
of alterna-rock, in a moment of 
fragmentation that feels permanent, 
its happy, Velvety celebration of a 
decentered universe is as liberating 
as any brand new beat from home. 


— Franklin Soults 


“C.R.E.A.M.,” Wu-Tang Clan 
(Loud/RCA, 1993). “Wu-Tang 
Clan Ain’t Nothin’ To Fuck Wit” in- 
troduced so many masked men 
working under so many names, the 
single should have come with a 
scorecard and a golf pencil. It was- 
n’t until “C.R.E.A.M.,” the Clan’s 
Shaolin’ greenback mantra 
(“C.R.E.A.M.” is slang for 
“money,” and short for Cash Rules 
Everything Around Me), that we 
got to know them for something 
besides their trail of dead. A shim- 
mering organ loops and loops, as 
Inspectah Deck and Raekwon take 
turns scaring their listeners straight. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“Cannonball,” Breeders (Elektra, 
1993). Alterna-rock’s own “Takin’ 
Care of Business,” overthrowing 
sense for total glee: an opening in- 
cantation borrowed from The Wiz- 
ard of Oz, a riff you can play after 
your first guitar lesson (or, rather, 
that Kelley Deal could), a genius 
beat, Josephine Wiggs defining 
one-finger bass playing for the 
decade, Kim Deal purring sexy but 
nonsensical words, and a structure 
that beelines for the bit where you 
get to jump up and down. It 
screams, “Summer of ’93.” 


— Douglas Wolk 


“Check the Rhime,” A Tribe 
Called Quest (Jive, 1991). Breeze- 
shooting back-and-forth so formal- 
ized (“Um, let me see. Damn, [ 
can’t remember. I'll receive the 
message, and you will play the 
sender.”) that it feels utterly effort- 
less, which is the key to the best 
hip-hop. A dreamy Minnie Riperton 
sample, some cranky horns on the 
chorus, and good jokes dependent 
almost entirely on the voices of Q- 
Tip and Phife (nasal and hoarse, re- 
spectively), so I won’t write ‘em 
down. Tribe’s eventual falloff re- 
vealed that they’d always been 
walking the tightrope between mel- 
low and solipsistic, but they were 
this good for so long we’re lucky to 
have had ’em at all. 


— Alex Pappademas 
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“Closer,” Nine Inch Nails (Noth- 
ing/Interscope, 1994). In which 
original mechanical animal and all- 
around deadsexy motherfucker 
Trent Reznor shakes down copula- 
tion to its squishy anatomical de- 
tails to the tune of a squirmy dis- 
eased deathfunk that’s all insectoid 
buzzing, gloopy-fingered bass 
warts, and other indications of topi- 
cal inflammation. Diagnosis: inas- 
much as “Closer” equates/confuses 
God with sex, call this a terminal 
case of dark (artist formerly known 
as) Prince-itis. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Cold Feelings,” Social Distortion 
(Epic, 1992). “Yeah, I got faith,” 
howls Mike Ness, “but sometimes 
fear just weighs too much.” You 
don’t have to be a prison-bound 
drugstore cowboy to shudder along 
with the formless dread in Ness’s 
voice, a sense of severe foreboding 
and doubt that frames punk in a 
quintessentially "90s ambiguous- 
ness: three chords and the weight of 
the world on your shoulders. Social 
D wrote lots of songs about fate 
dealing you low cards and how bad 
luck is better than no luck at all, but 
none more harrowing than this one, 
in which he wrestles fate and faith 
with his head and his heart but 
can’t shake these chills in the night 
that “come without a warning and 
stay too long.” 


— Carly Carioli 


“Common People,” Pulp (Island, 
1995). The lie of rock is that it 
breaks down class barriers. Little in 
recent memory has done quite so 
much to enforce them — especially 
in England, where class is the na- 
tional obsession. So consummate 
Brit Jarvis Cocker, who had spent 
15 years dicking around with Pulp, 
finally wrote a song that did for sex 
and class what “Lola” did for sex 
and gender. It starts out pulsing like 
a seduction, but when he gets to his 
slummer’s come-on — “I want to 
sleep with common people like 
you” — his voice starts dripping 
with fury, and by the end it’s a 
storm of pure acid. 


— Douglas Wolk 


“Connection,” Elastica (DGC/ 
Geffen, 1995). With a sound and a 
look right outta 1977, Elastica’s 
homonymous full-length debut of- 
fered a giddy, effervescent update 
of taut ’n’ snotty Buzzcocksian 
Brit-punk that did more than mere- 
ly draw on the legacy of the band’s 
idols. “Connection,” Elastica’s ob- 
sessively catchy stateside break- 
through, nicked its signature open- 
ing riff from Wire’s “Three Girl 
Rhumba” — an overzealous (and 
uncredited) “homage” that proved 
that though imitation may indeed 
be the highest form of flattery, it 
can also cost in publishing royalties. 
Great song, though. 

— Jonathan Perry 


“Cornflake Girl,” Tori Amos (At- 
lantic, 1994). The explicit fun and 
implicit challenge of listening to 
Tori Amos has to do with peeling 
away the layers of meaning buried 
inside her highly imaginative, phe- 
nomenally abstruse lyrics. “Corn- 
flake Girl,” from her second full- 
length, Under the Pink, is no excep- 
tion. What makes the song one of 
her best isn’t just the elastic, jazzy 
swing of the arrangement, which 
features an ornate latticework of in- 
strumentation — mandolins, gui- 
tars, and what sounds like a winter 
storm of sleigh bells swirling 
around Amos’s exquisite piano fills. 
Much of its appeal and power has 
to do with the feeling you get that, 
despite the sly asides and veiled 
confessions about “hangin’ with the 
raisin girls,” you somehow know 
what she’s talking about: identity 
and social acceptance, being an 
outsider amid the cruel cliques of 


adolescence. Or maybe it’s just 
about breakfast cereal. 


— Jonathan Perry 


“Creep,” TLC (La Face, 1994). 
The Afghan Whigs’ take on this su- 
perb cheatin’ song may actually be 
superior to the original from T-Boz, 
Chilli, and Left Eye, because it re- 
places the silk-PJs production and 
elegant trumpet licks (horn- 
synched, in the video, by Tyson 
Beckford look-alikes) with Greg 
Dulli’s guilty growl and keyboards 
as greasy as the rooms where illicit 
boot knockin’ tends to take place. 
That said, TLC are endlessly wise 
about what makes playas play and 
fly girls stray, and a hot ’n’ bothered 
T-Boz fanning herself with ohhh- 
abhs is "90s R&B’s sexiest sound. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“Cut Your Hair,” Pavement 


(Matador, 1994). Rock used to 
teem with moments of transcen- 
dence, those go-for-broke gestures 
when a performer risked utter fool- 












defined do-me feminism. 


ishness to bring a song to an emo- 
tional breakthrough and make the 
listener shiver in awe. In the ironic 
90s, however, such naked emotion- 
al risk was unfashionable. So it’s no 
small thing when Pavement, the 
decade’s most ambivalent band, in 
the decade’s most diffident song 
about pop stardom, hammer home 
their not-so-secret pop dream in the 
repeated climactic phrase “A career, 
a career, a career...” At that mo- 
ment, the song bursts free of irony 
and vacillation to reach a rousing, 
brave, resonant affirmation, an in- 
stant of unexpected grace. 


— Gary Susman 


“Daytona 500,” Ghostface Killah 
(Razor Sharp/Epic, 1996). A 
timely reminder that the Staten Is- 
land that the Wu renamed Shaolin 
and shrouded in Mafia methodolo- 
gy, mostly eerie Chris Carter crapo- 
la, and Shaw Brothers mysticism 
was also where Martin Scorsese 
shot GoodFellas, the best flick of 
the 90s. On this scorching three- 
verse workout, Raekwon is De Niro 
swinging aluminum bats, Ghostface 
(the “Black Jesus”) is Joe Pesci 
“pissin’ out the window on turn- 
pikes” and stealing dirt bikes, and 
(because he went on to betray the 
crew by dropping a lame solo joint) 
Cappadonna is Ray Liotta, the 
shnook, but his verse still smokes. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“The Diamond Sea,” Sonic Youth 
(DGC, 1995). A song about con- 
stancy that tosses and turns and 


“DRESS”: when she put it on, Polly Jean re- 


somehow sustains itself for nearly 
20 minutes. The band have long 
had a knack for pop-punk abandon 
and electric-guitar screeds both 
short and long (“Kill Yr. Idols,” 
“Expressway to Yr Skull,” “Teenage 
Riot,” “Kool Thing”). But here was 
a number that encompassed every- 
thing (all of Daydream Nation in 
one song?), harmonically static and 
calm at its depths but turbulent on 
the surface, with a burst of extro- 
verted noise and a dreamy medita- 
tion. It starts off with a benedictory 
folk-pop ditty, wanders out to the 
electronic sea, makes a slight re- 
turn, and then sails out forever. 


— Jon Garelick 


“Divorce Song,” Liz Phair (Mata- 
dor, 1993). Phair’s greatest 
strength as a lyricist is her deadlock 
grip on the attraction-repulsion 
games of relationships. Here she 
zooms in on the exact instant a 
marriage collapses — starting in 
the middle of a sentence, piling up 
her characters’ petty complaints, 
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“Down by the Water,” PJ Harvey 
(Island, 1995). Polly Jean Harvey 
always seems to be connected to 
something much older and deeper 
than herself, never more than in this 
song. It’s a murder ballad where the 
crime is just barely obscured, a 
singsong rhyme made terrifying by 
the pain in her voice and the cur- 
dled nursery-rhyme whisper at the 
end. She surrounds her black- 
snake moan with sticky, dark 
sounds: strings that stay glued to a 
single note, an organ that growls 
like an animal through the whole 
song. And the words mess with 
folk-song tropes like nobody since 


Bob Dylan. 
— Douglas Wolk 


“Dress,” PJ Harvey (Too Pure/Is- 
land, 1992). Ugly as the term “do- 
me feminism” is, it could have been 
invented for this burst of dread and 
desire from Harvey’s epochal 
debut, Dry. Getting ready to go out 
dancing, wanting to “dress to 
please” a shadowy “him,” a young 

woman amazed by her own 
sexuality breathlessly 
reminds herself what 
will happen “if you put 
it on.” Meanwhile, the 
momentum of gui- 
tar/drum/cello 
crosstalk trips itself at 
every step. The 








“QNE”: Axl Rose, no less, called Bono and U2’s love 
ditty his favorite song. 


concessions, and resentments to 
show that they love each other 
deeply and know they’re still not 
going to make it. She’s also a mas- 
ter of song structure, and this one’s 
essentially one very very long verse, 
spilling out everything the narrator 
feels at that moment. 


— Douglas Wolk 


“The Dope Show,” Marilyn Man- 
son (nothing/Interscope, 1999). 
The best T-Rex song of the decade, 
and though Manson’s core teenage 
demographic doesn’t see it this 
way, the bored-and-bitchy disillu- 
sioned starlet half of his persona is 
a hell of a lot more compelling than 
the serial-killer Antichrist shtick. 
This song was part of the conceptu- 
al Ziggy Stardust half of Mechani- 
cal Animals, but Manson comes on 
less like an interstellar decadent 
than like a cynical, faded, half- 
cocked beauty whispering warnings 
and advice to some fresh-faced 
newly arrived dreamer down on 
Hollywood Boulevard: “There’s lots 
of pretty, pretty ones who want to 
get you high...” 

— Carty Carioli 


music’s as tight around the hips as 
the dress, a reminder that, early on, 
P] Harvey meant not just Polly Jean 
but her unstoppable band. 

— Franklin Bruno 


“Elderly Woman Behind the 
Counter in a Small Town,” Pearl 
Jam (Epic, 1993). Around the time 
Bill Clinton took office, Pearl Jam 
were his arena-rock counterpart in 
feeling your pain. Eddie Vedder 
didn’t just sing about his own 
haunted psyche. In this brief 
acoustic tune, he sings in the voice 
of an old woman who is stunned to 
run into a lover from long ago. The 
song whips through her gamut of 
emotions — surprise, excitement, 
embarrassment (because, in her ab- 
breviated phrase, “I’m not my for- 
mer... ”), regret, nostalgia (she 
recognizes even the scent of his 
breath), apprehension (could it 
work again?), and resignation (the 
refrain, “Hearts and thoughts, they 
fade, fade away”). It’s a marvelous 
piece of storytelling and the 
decade’s most extraordinary act of 
musical empathy. 

— Gary Susman 


“Enter Sandman,” Metallica 
(Elektra, 1991). Mere months 
after this song was released, Kurt 
showed up and stole the mantle of 
the decade’s teen spirit right from 
under their noses. But for a few 
weeks the ’90s belonged exclusively 
to Metallica, and to “Enter Sand- 
man,” which distilled the band’s 
machine-gun arias into one perfect 
stutter-step riff. Not just a mono- 
lithic hard-rock song, it was an in- 
stant standard covered in quick 
succession by lounge singers, 
chamber ensembles, high-school 
marching bands, and the Bosstones 
(who attempted to get an advance 
copy of the “Black Album” so as to 
release their own version before 
Metallica’s!). It also proved the be- 
ginning of Metallica’s Spinal Tap 
period — “Sandman” was original- 
ly going to be about Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome, until they 
sobered up and realized SIDS was 
too morbid and arcane a topic even 
for them. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Everlong,” Foo Fighters 
(Roswell/Capitol, 1997). Dave 
Grohl thinks like a drummer when 
he writes songs, and the real star of 
“Everlong” is his drumming: pro- 
pelling its droning chords with a 
high-speed pitty-pat, springing 
every section out with a flourish, 
playing give-and-take with the cho- 
rus the way you’d expect a lead gui- 
tar to. The words are a straightfor- 
ward declaration of vertiginous 
passion (and the “breathe out so | 
can breathe you in” line comes 
from Def Leppard), but the relent- 
less build-ups and little explosions 
of the music make it molten-hot. 

— Douglas Wolk 
“Fade into You,” Mazzy Star 
(Capitol, 1993). The somber strum 
and gentle sob of David Roback’s 
acoustic and electric slide guitars, 
the lonesome rustle of tambourine, 
a piano playing somewhere in the 
distant dark, and _narcotic-voiced 
singer Hope Sandoval languidly 
drifting into dim view with a decla- 
ration that was part confiding, part 
carnal: “I wanna hold the hand in- 
side you... ” In just under five 
minutes, the haunting single that 
opened the California duo’s second 
disc, So Tonight That I Might See, 
consummately captured the drowsy 
elegance of the post-Velvets “paisley 
underground” that had defined 
Roback’s previous bands, Rain Pa- 
rade and Opal, a decade earlier. It 
was worth the wait. 


— Jonathan Perry 


“Fake Plastic Trees,” Radiohead 
(Capitol, 1995). What’s this? An 
ear-shattering power ballad about 
“girls in the 80s”? Or a carefully 
constructed mini-epic that prefig- 
ures the ambition of OK Computer? 
Both, and more — it’s Radiohead’s 
most effective mixture of emotional 
outpouring and prog-rock smarts. 
Whether he’s blowing through the 
ceiling or sobbing in the corner, 
Thom Yorke manages to be all we 
wanted — if not all the time, then 
certainly this time. 


— Sean Richardson 
“Feed the Tree,” Belly 
(Sire/Reprise, 1993). Hearing 


Belly’s first album was like watch- 
ing your little sister blossom. Once 
the overlooked junior songwriter in 
Throwing Muses, Tanya Donelly 
was now evincing mystery, sexi- 
ness, and depth — all of which 
came out beautifully in Belly’s 
greatest hit. Behind the oft-misin- 
terpreted title, the lyric was a de- 
mand for lifelong fidelity — but 
let’s face it, “Stay with me till I’m 
pushing up daisies” wouldn’t have 
had the same ring. 


— Brett Milano 
See NINETY, page 16 
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NINETY, from page 15 

“The Freed Pig,” Sebadoh (Home- 
stead, 1991). A pitiless autopsy of a 
dead friendship, caustic and honest, 
with music that paces obsessively 
around a single point the same way the 
words do, and a nagging lead-guitar line 
that’s like salt in a deep wound. Lou 
Barlow’s enunciation makes it clear that 
he’s been turning this over in his head 
and is going to say it only once; the 
extra guitar that comes crashing in with 
his last word slams the door shut. This 
is the kind of kissoff that starts, “You 
were right,” the kind so well crafted that 
its object, J. Mascis, later produced the 
Breeders’ cover of it. 


— Douglas Wolk 


“Friends in Low Places,” Garth 
Brooks (Capitol, 1990). In terms of 
units moved, Brooks is the unrivaled 
artist of the decade, gunning for artist of 
the century even as the clock ticks down. 
This song went a long way toward get- 
ting him started, even if afterward he 
sublimated the elements that make it so 
wonderful. Blue-collar proud like Merle 
Haggard and lustfully rowdy like Hank 
Williams (1, 2, or 3), the track boasts a 
cornpone chorus that’s more exuberant 
fun than any “classic” Beatles sing- 
along. Too bad Garth now thinks he has 
to outsell the four lads as well. 


— Franklin Soults 


“Fuck and Run,” Liz Phair (Matador, 
1993). Often, Phair takes men by the 
balls to fondle or crush their seat of 
power. The imaginary heroine here is 
for powerless girls who have been fon- 
dled and crushed by men. Like the 
song’s professed inspiration, Keith 
Richards’s monumental “Happy,” Phair 
lets her thoughts spill forward behind 
some driving guitar and drums, but she 
saves the chorus and title phrase till the 
end, when the heroine pinpoints her 
problem in those two short, sharp 
words. As with that other “limited” 
singer, the passion then breaking in her 
voice can make you cry. 


— Franklin Soults 


“Fugee-La,” Fugees (Ruffhouse/- 
Columbia, 1996). Lauryn’s rhyme 
about “Say say say/Like Paul McCart- 
ney/Not hardly” may explain why Paul 
snarkily called her “Lawrence Hill” on 
this year’s MTV Awards; Lauryn also 
mentions drinking Boone’s Farm wine, 
so this song resonates with me because 
it came out when I was a freshman at 
Syracuse, which was the only time | 
hung with people who’d drink that shit. 
Wyclef’s jab at “a boy on the side of 
Babylon tryin’ to front like he’s down 
with Mount Zion” is cool, but Lauryn’s 
the real bong in this reggae song, and 
the haughty flame that keeps it lit. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“Good Morning Captain,” Slint 
(Touch and Go, 1991). Probably the 
only Midwestern indie/math/art-rock 
song you absolutely, positively need to 
hear. Intricate, arachnoid guitars grope 
for a foothold in the darkness, voices 
whisper just out of reach, desperate, 
home-seeking, lost, building to a bone- 
chilling Blair Witch-type climax, only 
way spookier. This is also the song re- 
sponsible for starting the underground 
craze for nautical themes that was 
picked up by June of 44, Shipping 
News, Victory at Sea, et al. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Good Riddance (Time of Your Life),” 
Green Day (Reprise, 1997). Day-glo 
punk papa Billie Joe Armstrong 
would’ve been on the short list of folks 
least likely to write the best prom ballad 
since Tesla’s “Love Song,” and “Good 
Riddance” wasn’t nearly so treacly as 
the sentiments it was subsequently 
called upon to signify as the tearjerker 
du jour on all manner of “very special 
episode”-type prime-time events. 
Everyone deserves a balm for the rash of 
freeze-dried, instant nostalgia that 
erupts like emotional acne in late- 
teenagers (and late-twentysomething 
rock critics, too), and this, kids, is it. 


— Carly Carioli 


ewrevrewcewon’d 


“Greatest of All Time,” Archers of 
Loaf (Alias, 1995). The frontman of 
the world’s worst rock-and-roll band is 
eaught and drowned while the people 
reminisce about just how bad he sucked. 
Meanwhile, the leader of the greatest 
band of all time flies back home to the 
USA. And somehow amid the mess of 
slacker-key guitars and a backbeat that 
keeps threatening to collapse, the front- 
man leader of this Sonic Youth brigade 
chokes out the mantra “The under- 
ground is overcrowded.” An allegory? 
Or a moment of spontaneous savant- 
garde genius? Hard to say, but it’s easily 
the best Pavement song Stephen Malk- 
mus never wrote and one of indie rock’s 
finest moments. 


— Matt Ashare 


“Hold On,” Sarah McLachlan (Red 
Hot/Arista, 1993). In a prime example 
of what Phoenix/Village Voice critic 
Michael Freedberg has termed “indus- 
trial folk,” a pre-Lilith McLachlan melts 
glints of pedal steel into an ethereal 
drum-looped country moan about the 
impossibility of saying goodbye: she 
tries to save herself but keeps slipping 
away. Outcrowing Sheryl and rating 
better than even Bonnie herself, 
McLachlan captures the throbbing ache 
that’s eluded her on subsequent hits. 


SSRN 
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“Hold on to yourself,” she gasps, trying 
to brace her heart and failing, “this is 
gonna hurt like hell.” 


— Carly Carioli 


“How I Could Just Kill a Man,” Cy- 
press Hill (Ruffhouse/Columbia, 
1991). Along with Ice T’s “New Jack 
Hustler,” the Geto Boys’ “Mind Playing 
Tricks on Me,” and BDP’s “Love's 
Gonna Get ’Cha,” this defined the logi- 
cal limits of gangsta rap in the first years 
of the decade, ending the story until Dr. 
Dre arrived to remystify its possibilities 
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“GOOD RIDDANCE”: Green 
Day’s Billie Joe wrote a great prom 
ballad. 


in a haze of blunt smoke and soft-focus 
cinematic clichés. Cypress Hill were 
blunted too, but their whining sound ef- 
fects, sneering vocals, and insolent 
swagger focus attention like a gun 
waved in the air. The words then draw a 
line in the sand, right on the edge of a 
precipice. 


— Franklin Soults 


“Hyper-ballad,” Bjork (Elektra, 1995). 
Once a mere novelty in Iceland’s answer 
to the B-52’s, Bjork Gudmundsdéttir’s 
acrobatic voice came into its own as a 
serious force to contend with on 1995’s 
Post. And the disc’s crowning achieve- 
ment was “Hyper-ballad,” a sweet slice 
of dream pop seasoned with skittering 
club beats and smothered with techno 
atmospheres as forward-looking as any- 
thing that hit the radio or the dance 
floor in the first half of the decade. You 
can credit the all-star cast of producers 
(Nellee Hooper, Graham Massey, 


“CLOSER”: Trent caught a termi- 
nal case of Prince-itis. 


Howie Bernstein) with setting the stage 
for this artistic triumph, but it’s that 
voice — girlish yet sensual, playful and 
profound — that brings down the 
house. 


— Matt Ashare 


“I Am a Scientist,” Guided by Voices 
(Scat/Matador, 1994). So it wasn’t 
Robert Pollard’s catchiest song, or 
GBV’s most daring recording. But “I 
Am a Scientist” was something more 
important — a friggin’ rock anthem, in 
an era that was far too cynical about 
friggin’ rock anthems. Pollard may be 
more verbose than his ’70s heroes, but it 
was evident that the meaning behind 
lines like “I am an incurable and nobody 
behaves like me” was something close to 
“Free Bird.” Pollard actually wrote this 
by looking through his high-school 
yearbook and making up captions for 
graduation pictures, but the song took 
on a life of its own. 


— Brett Milano 


“In the Meantime,” Helmet (Inter- 
scope/Atlantic, 1992). As sculptur- 
ally perfect as “Iron Man” with twice 
the economy. Helmet cleaned up Sab- 
bath’s Mephistophelean knuckle-drag- 
ger death blooze until it gleamed with a 
rational, mechanical, lab-nerd preci- 
sion. “Meantime” was, upon its re- 
lease, the absolute heaviest thing ever, 
and its atomic drop-D tuning became 
metal’s new standard (well, at least 
until Korn), sinking the sound of apoc- 
alypse just a little deeper into the abyss. 
No one who heard it ever looked back 
— including Helmet, who rewrote the 
song over and over for two albums be- 
fore calling it quits. 


— Carly Carioli 


“It Was a Good Day,” Ice Cube (Prior- 
ity, 1992). The potential for violence 
clings to every note like grease on a Fat- 
burger, but the violence itself never 
comes, so Cube just cruises through his 
semi-charmed life, bullshittin’ about 
dice and hoops and getting laid. The 
Isley Brothers sample is as warm as the 
sun, the bass line’s so deep it puts your 
ass to sleep, and Cube’s tone is both 
oddly tender and calm as the bomb 


squad. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“It’s a Shame About Ray,” Lemon- 
heads (Atlantic, 1992). | No wonder 
everybody wanted to be Evan Dando. 
The punk-rocker turned teen idol could 
take life easy, bask in the glory, and still 
write classic songs — like this one, born 
from an in-joke and graced with a 
breezy tune and a killer guitar lick. What 
exactly happened to Ray will remain one 
of those rock-and-roll mysteries, like 
who put the bomp, what Meat Loaf 
won't do for love, and for that matter, 
whatever became of Dando. 


— Brett Milano 


“I Wanna Be Your Joey Ramone,” 
Sleater-Kinney (Chainsaw, 1996). 
If Bikini Kill’s “Rebel Girl” was riot 
grrrl’s nascent battle cry, then Sleater- 

















Kinney’s “I Wanna Be Your Joey Ramone” 
was the post-war plan in action, a way of 
coming to terms with a decade in which un- 
derground revolutions lasted only as long as it 
took Madison Avenue to deliver a new Volk- 
swagen ad campaign. Singer-guitarists Corin 





Tucker and Carrie Brownstein, both veterans 
of grrrl bands, did some co-opting of their 
own with this tune, grabbing hold of the male 
rock-and-roll fantasy and claiming it as their 
own. Funny thing is, the bassless guitar inter- 
play and vocal call-and-responses are way 
more sophisticated than anything remotely 
Ramonesy. 


— Matt Ashare 


“Jenny Ondioline,” Stereolab (Elektra, 
1993). Stereolab’s genius isn’t so much their 
cleverness in appropriating ideas from their 
favorite records — this one owes a lot to “Fiir 
Immer,” by the ’70s German band Neu! — 
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“FUCK AND RUN”: Liz Phair saves the chorus and the 


title for the end. 


as the way they inevitably improve on the 
originals. To the endless chime and steady 
propulsion of their pure rhythm (and the 
louder the song’s massive organ drone gets, 
the purer it sounds), they add Laetitia 
Sadier’s graceful vocal melody and dramatic 
shifts in tone and texture. The greatest two- 


chord song ever written — and it’s seven 
minutes of one, then 10 of the other. 
— Douglas Wolk 


“Jeremy,” Pearl Jam (Epic, 1991). 
The impact this song had before Eddie Ved- 
der started acting like an alterna-rock King of 
Pain is a perfect reminder of why sometimes 
you just need to shut up and play. The cryptic 
tale of a kid who gets pushed or falls over the 
edge and who speaks with bullets in class, 
“Jeremy” proved to be ominous in more ways 
than one. It’s a song that builds and builds 
and builds until you’re not sure whose side 
you’re on. Sometimes a little dose of empathy 


really is the best medicine. 
— Matt Ashare 


“Jesus Christ Pose,” Soundgarden (A&M, 
1991). This from an album whose title was 
an amalgam of Motérhead and Badfinger, 
even though the somewhat dubious promise 
of spiking the poor man’s Beatles with a 
schnozz fulla amphetamines wouldn’t come 
to fruition till Soundgarden’s big break- 
through, “Black Hole Sun.” “Jesus Christ 
Pose” is still, blissfully, all speed-induced 
paranoia — clacking down the tracks with an 
epileptic twitch, casting evil eyes and quaking 
like a Shaker. The funny thing was how that 
ol’ longhaired, chest-bared soprano hesher 











Chris Cornell didn’t seem to realize he was 
singing about himself in the title. 
— Carly Carioli 


“Juicy,” the Notorious B.1.G. (Bad 
Boy/Arista, 1994). This made Big Poppa 
large, with good reason: he flips English 
around as if it were a willing groupie (“Birth- 
days was the worst days, now we drink cham- 
pagne when we thirst-ay”) and sounds gen- 
uinely amazed at all his good fortune. It’s a 
flash of R&B sunshine, contextually ironic 
and painful on the otherwise dark-hearted 
Ready To Die album (which ends with Biggie 
committing on-record suicide); none of the 
B.I.G. memorials is a harder listen. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“Killing in the Name,” Rage Against the 
Machine (Epic, 1992). Before this single 
even broke onto the airwaves, Rage Against 
the Machine were bringing out the hardcore 
rap-metal audience to clubs with the formula 
laid out here. They play with tempos, dynam- 
ics, and a series of repeated and opposing 
riffs. The song coils like a spring winding 
tighter and tighter with Zach de la Rocha’s 
whisper-to-scream raps, then boings loose 
with agitprop refrains and Tom Morello’s 
skittering guitar breaks. And the sentiments 
are suitable for frustrated 
teenage radicals of all ages: 
“Fuck you I won’t do you tell 
me!” 


— Jon Garelick 


“Little Fluffy Clouds,” the 
Orb (Big Life/Mercury, 
1991). The first time a track 
from the European dance 
subculture reached out and 
shook the pop mainstream 
by the throat, partly because 
it reached beyond the world 
of the Roland 303 and 808 
for its hooks. But not to pop 
songs — instead, it lifted a 
riff from Steve Reich’s 
avant-garde composition 
“Electric Counterpoint” and 
cut up a bit of an interview 
with Rickie Lee Jones. It was 
a shockingly novel sound, 
and its subtext — as an un- 
derstated, abstracted AIDS 
memorial — still gives it 
amazing poignancy. 

— Douglas Wolk 


“Loser,” Beck (Bong 
Load/DGC, 1994). The 
song that supposedly did for 
our time what “Subterranean 
Homesick Blues” did for 
Dylan’s. I’m not so sure “In 
the time of chimpanzees | 
was a monkey/Butane in my 
veins” is the same as “Johnny’s in the base- 
ment/Mixing up the medicine.” But “My 
time is a piece of wax/Falling on a 
termite/That’s choking on the splinters” 
might be. This was never supposed to be the 
slacker anthem it turned out to be — which 
just shows that you never can tell how people 
are going use a song, no matter how well you 


make it. 
— Jon Garelick 


“Losing My Religion,” R.E.M. (Warner 
Bros., 1991). Green had broken R.E.M. and 
now Out of Time nailed them. Old fans com- 
plained that they liked Michael Stipe’s lyrics 
better when they were mumbled, and what 
was with those strings? It mattered not: in no 
time college parties were rocking to the 
acoustic-guitar-and-mandolin groove of 
“Losing My Religion” and singing along en 
masse to those ambiguous, self-reflective 
lyrics about . . . self-reflexiveness? For the 


tortured freshman in all of us. 
— Jon Garelick 


“Magic Box,” Helium (Pop Narcotic, 
1993). A tragic and affecting hide-and-seek 
allegory for indie rock, with Mary Timony 
promising prized and magical secrets — 
“some trees, a river, and an old man’s head” 
— that, it slowly becomes clear, she’s either 
unable or unwilling to deliver. Each time her 
folksy reel comes crashing to tantalizing 
fruition, she mumbles a litany of excuses — 
“On second thought, never mind, I'll have to 
show you some other time” — that string us 
along for just another verse. And on and on 


See NINETY, page 18 
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NINETY, from page 17 

until our interest wanes and with equal 
parts indignation and desperation she 
makes this final plea for orfe more 
chance, but we’re already gone, and she 
lets out a sound, a cooing wisp of 
melody that floats and dips suddenly 
and then rises, and keeps rising. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Man in a Box,” Alice in Chains (Co- 
lumbia, 1990). The apotheosis of 
Seattle grunge’s metal edge — one 
pummeling chord that gets its comeup- 
pance in a chorus halfway between 
Guns N’ Roses (the band’s original 
spelling was, after all, Alice n’ Chains) 
and Ethel Merman — and the song on 
which gnomish smack casualty Layne 
Staley first unveiled the quavery croak 
now quoted like Scripture by apostles 
from Creed to Godsmack. “Man in a 
Box” foreshadows AIC’s later immer- 
sion in obtuse Baroque harmony and 
pharmaceutical metaphor but settles for 
good old-fashioned blasphemy and this 
one solid wail of evangelical anguish 
that’s eluded more subsequent seekers 
than the holy grail. 

— Carly Carioli 


“Merchandise,” Fugazi (Dischord, 
1990). Back before Guy Picciotto 
declared that he hated the sound of 
guitars, Fugazi were damn near the 
only guitar band that mattered, mak- 
ing Marxism you could dance to years 
before Rage Within the Machine. A 
two-minute-and-55-second manifesto 
that explains why those “This Is Not a 
Fugazi T-Shirt” T-shirts were so 
funny, “Merchandise” finds MacKaye 
packing several forests’ worth of 
Chomsky into inordinately catchy 
shout-along slogans — “When we 
have nothing left to give/There will be 
no reason for us to live”; “Merchan- 
dise keeps us in line/Common sense 
says it’s by design” — and the closing, 
raucous, transcendent cry that 
launched a thousand all-ages con- 
sumer critiques: “You are not what you 
own!” Still available for less than $10, 
postpaid. 

— Carly Carioli 


“Midnight in a Perfect World,” DJ 
Shadow (Mo’Wax/ffrr, 1996). 
Instrumental hip-hop lets nerdy white 


“SABOTAGE”: the Beasties feigned bla 


kids revel in rap’s potential for 
boundless sonic experimentalism 
without confronting their fear of pub- 
lic speaking or claiming specious 
Compton roots. But only DJ Shadow, 
a disciple of both John Williams and 
Ali Shaheed Muhammad, has man- 
aged to work backward from beat- 
head austerity, making his rhyme-free 
compositions signify with the self-ex- 
pressive depth of great MCing. On 
“Midnight,” Northern Cali fog, 
mood-indigo orchestration, pensive 
funk guitar, and a space-ghostly 
moan (by Meredith Monk) swirl 
around a kickdrum as heavy as the 
weight of the world. 


— Alex Pappademas 


be 


“JUICY”: the song made Biggie large, and with good reason: he flips language 


around and offers us his hardest listen. 


“Miss Misery,” Elliott Smith (Capitol, 
1998). You can lead an indie-rocker 
to water, but you can’t make him drink. 
Fortunately, though, Elliott Smith of 
Heatmiser and a couple of 

very promising lo-fi 

solo albums was thirsty 

enough when Gus Van 

Sant brought him in on 

the Good Will Hunting 

soundtrack to deliver 

this gem. Listen closely 

and you'll see it’s really 

got nothing to do with 

the film, but it’s the kind of tune that 
softens you up for a good cry — a thing 
of beauty from a guy who’s seen his 
share of ugliness. Proof that even when 
a song can stand on its own merits, pro- 
duction values still make a difference. 


— Matt Ashare 


“Miss World,” Hole (DGC, 1994). 
The most bittersweet song on one of the 
decade’s most important albums (Live 
Through This), this soft/loud, 
acoustic/electric, ballad/rocker also rep- 
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ckness by jocking Black Flag and Black Sabbath. 


resents the bittersweet apex of feminism 
in American rock and roll. Every bit as 
unclassifiable yet instantly comprehensi- 
ble as the wrenching music, Courtney 
Love’s lyrics are an admission of power- 
lessness and fucked-upness delivered 
with an edgy, aching vocal that nonethe- 
less demonstrates masterful strength 
and control. These contradictions have 
never been laid so bare on popular com- 
mercial radio. As Love elsewhere puts it, 
“They get what they want, but they 
never want it again.” 


“MMMBop,” Hanson (Mercury, 
1997). An ephemeral pop song about 
ephemeral pop moments, like the one 


embodied in the repeated made-up word 
of the chorus. The lead-in verse antici- 
pates loss — precious pre-teen doggerel 
— but the hook is about having. And it’s 
made more credible by the 
urgent delivery — 
“MMMBop,” the name 
of the song, the name 
of the hook. “It’s a se- 
cret no one knows,” 
sing the Hanson boys. 
But for one song at 

least, they knew it all. 


— Jon Garelick 


“My Curse,” Afghan Whigs (Sub 
Pop/Elektra, 1994). If there’s a better 
concept album about romantic dysfunc- 
tion in the pomo world of gender aware- 
ness, then I haven’t heard it. Gentlemen 
pretty much sets the standard with can- 
did lines like “Ladies; let me tell you 
about myself/I got a dick for a brain and 
my brain is going to sell my ass to you” 
and its palette of dark, churning, R&B- 
tinged guitars. But Greg Dulli’s 
masochistic masterwork would be only 


ERIC ANTONIOU 


half an album without Marcy Mays’s 
devastating torchsinger delivery of “My 
Curse,” a gorgeously damaged ballad 
that reminds us it takes two to tangle up 
in blue. 


“Natural One,” Folk Implosion (Lon- 
don, 1995). | Given Lou Barlow’s pen- 
chant for homebaked melodies, kitchen- 
sink production, and disinterest in main- 
stream stardom (this is a guy, after all, 
who once named a solo EP Losercore), 
this soundtrack single from Kids, Larry 
Clark’s gritty film about adolescence in 
the age of AIDS, was a thoroughly un- 
likely Top 40 smash. It was also unlike 
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NINETY, ‘rom page 18 
anything Barlow or his Folk Implosion (or Se- 
badoh) had ever released before. Taking style 
points (consciously or not) from Beck and 
Luscious Jackson, Barlow and FI collaborator 
John Davis retro-fitted spy-fi guitars, fatback 
bass, and cheesy synth burbles onto a ridicu- 
lously propulsive hip-hop groove that was all 
but impossible to ignore. Add to that Barlow’s 
coolly conversational speak-sing rhymes and 
pop had a new folk-hop hero. 

— Jonathan Perry 


“1979,” Smashing Pumpkins (Virgin, 
1995).  Alterna-rock’s last great hit? Its nos- 
talgic mood certainly made it feel like a rever- 
ie about a passing era: “With the headlights 
pointed at the dawn/We were sure we'd never 
see an end to it all.” The video suggested 
something else — a paean to the next genera- 
tion, who were just coming into their own. (I 
still prefer to mishear the penultimate line as 
“The street heeds the urgency of now.”) 
Whatever. The skittish beats, low rubbery 
riffs, and Billy Corgan’s clear, yearning vocal 
for once excuse his usual lyrical imprecision, 
creating a melancholy so palpable you could 
almost smell it on the breeze. 


— Franklin Soults 


“Nothin’ But a G Thang,” Dr. Dre (Death 
Row, 1992). Aside from Biggie’s identi- 
cal-sounding anthem “Big Poppa,” this cut’s 
legacy is grim: umpteen crummy G-funk al- 
bums, white kids callin’ one another “beey- 
atch,” and David Arquette bouncing in a hy- 
draulics-enhanced Caddy in a 1-800-COL- 
LECT ad. But before all that, there was a 
razor-sharp rimshot, Snoop Dogg’s mesmer- 
izing menace, and Dr. Dre’s sampler surgery, 
which jacked a symphony of sighs, bumps, 
and grinds from late-’70s funk because (as 
the LA uprising demonstrated) looting don’t 
mean shit unless it’s flagrant. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“Nothing Compares 2 U,” Sinéad O’Con- 
nor (Ensign/Chrysalis, 1990). In many 
ways, the song isn’t hers: Prince wrote it, 
Nellee Hooper co-produced (with those lush, 
ghostly dance beats and strings), and MTV 
made it as inescapable as it was irresistible, in 
a video that for a change simply showed a 
singer singing and let that perfectly shorn 
head and that voice do the rest. And the voice 
was all soul: alternating chest tones, head 
tones, and that signature Sinéad back-of-the- 
throat glottal catch to convey multiples levels 
of emotion: love, anger, grief, resignation. 
She hasn’t sounded this righteous again since 


she dissed the pope. 
— Jon Garelick 


“Oh Comely,” Neutral Milk Hotel (Merge, 
1996). Jeff Mangum picks up an acoustic 
guitar, opens his mouth, and sets a new 
standard for what’s possible with three 
chords and an overactive imagination. He 
seems to belt it out — all eight minutes of it 
— in one long breath, this tantric odyssey of 
folksy psychedelia and Sephardic majesty, a 
“bright and bubbly, terrible dream” about 
reproduction and memory, music and death 
and Siamese twins freezing in 

a forest. It has the feel of 

the impossible, the Bibli- 


I, as if post- le- 
crash Dylan had scored POL SAOU 0 songs 


Fanny and Alexander: sur- 
real and exquisitely 
phrased, beautiful and lu- 
dicrous. And quite possi- 


bly just plain crazy. 
— Carly Carioll 


“One,” U2 (Island, 1991). At the height of 
his popularity, bruised romantic Axl Rose 
proclaimed this his favorite song, and it’s easy 


to see why: not since GNR’s “Patience” had a’ 


stadium-rock icon come up with something 
so gorgeously despairing. Bono works up his 
deepest howl and concocts a _ hilariously 
unimaginable pronunciation for the word 
“carry” while the Edge keeps the chime to a 
minimum in favor of muted, R&B-style 
chording. There’s the usual nonsense about 
sisters and brothers at the end, but it hardly 
leaves a mark — this is a love song so dark 
even U2 can’t politicize it. 


“Put Your Hands Where My Eyes Can 
See,” Busta Rhymes (Elektra, 1997). 
Wherein a phat Seals & Crofts loop, an insin- 
uating bass line that wriggles like a snake in 


stealth camouflage, and an MC who laces his 
verbals with itching powder conspire to put a 
Yoruba hex on your booty and turn the party 
out. Chameleonic, blunted on phonics. 


— Alex Pappademas 


STEVE MIRARCHI 


“JEREMY”: sometimes a dose of empathy 
is the best medicine. 


“The Rain (Supa Dupa Fly),” Missy Elliott 
(Gold Mind/EastWest, 1997). It’s got 
Missy’s sexy, stoned nonchalance and Tim- 
baland’s deep funk whump, with thunder 
peals punctuating the beat like high-hat 
rimshots from God. Then there’s the Ann 
Peebles sample, a primordial blues couplet 
that is God. But above all, what made this rap 
such a turning point were the silences, empty 
spaces through which hardcore challengers 
leaked away like so much piss and vinegar. 
Standing astride their incontinent remains, 
Missy could rule by just counting out the 
tempo, escaping clean on the one line every- 
one remembers: “Beep, beep/Who got the 
keys to the jeep?/ Vrrrrooommm!” 


“Ray of Light,” Madonna (Maverick/Warn- 
er Bros., 1998). The Girl Least Likely To Age 
Gracefully defies the odds and invents club 
music for grown-ups. Poignant, spiritual, rich 
with detail, and pumping harder than an E’d- 
out teenager’s fist, “Ray of Light” is a magnif- 
icent song about the end of mourning and, 
thanks to William Orbit’s brilliant, original 
production, a magnificent piece of dance 
music — what's the last time you heard a club 
track with this much guitar? It’s also Madon- 
na’s greatest vocal performance: she sounds 
radiant with joy, and her final scream sends 
the whole thing into the stratosphere. 


— Douglas Wolk 


“Rebel Girl,” Bikini Kill (Kill Rock Stars, 
1993). The “Marseillaise” of riot grrrl na- 
tion was later re-recorded with guest vocals 
by Joan Jett, but the real deal is the chaotic 
1992 original. Over squalling guitar and 
martial snare, Kathleen Hanna careers from 
shriek to nyah-nyah to near-traditional rock 
growl on the chorus: “Rebel girl, 
you are the queen of my 
world.” This is liberation via 
confusion: is it a show of sol- 
idarity (“She’s my best 
friend”), a come-on (“I 
wanna date you”), a mani- 
festo (“When she talks, I 
hear the revolution”), or sim- 
ply a send-up of punk/garage 

machismo? Answer: all of the above. 
— Franklin Bruno 


“The Rockafeller Skank,” Fatboy Slim (As- 
tralwerks, 1998). The triumph of obvious- 
ness. “The Rockafeller Skank” slave-drives 
every big, cheesy trick Norman Cook had 
picked up in a dozen years of rocking and 
clubbing: a ludicrously exaggerated beat, 
catchy bits stolen from a dozen other songs, 
the simplest chord progression in the book, 
the “French Kiss”/“Come On Eileen” break- 
down and rev-up, and a sampled hook that’s 
hammered through your skull, then stapled to 
each of your vertebrae and hot-glued onto 
your genitals. And just try not dancing to the 


goddamn thing. 
— Douglas Wolk 


“Rock ’n’ Roll Machine,” The Donnas 
(Lookout!, 1998). The Ramones reborn as 
Métley Criie—loving teenage Valley girls 











smokin’ cheeba, dodging curfew, looking for 
some quick ’n’ easy satisfaction, ditching 


class at Rock and Roll High School, and piss- 
ing on a new decade’s worth of sacred cows. 
Dig Donna A's delivery: snotty, indifferent, 


shouting down the car radio in the parking 


lot. Just as priceless: the girl-group-era his- 
torical correctness of its being ghostwritten 
by a thirtysomething-year-old guy. 

— Carly Carioli 
“Sabotage,” Beastie Boys 
(Grand Royal/Capitol, 
1994). Dumbest move on 
the recent Beasties retro- 
spective Sounds of Science, 
besides claiming “Fight for 
Your Right” was all Rick 
Rubin’s idea: putting “Root 
Down” and “Sabotage” on 
different discs. On Ill Com- 
munication, the old-schoolisms of “Root 
Down” gave way, on beat, to the corroded 
dive-bomb bass of “Sabotage,” in the most 
thrilling transition since A Tribe Called Quest 
segued “Rap Promoter” into “Butter”; these 
songs go together like summer rock fests and 
young men acting retarded, and keepin’ em 
separated is a travesty. “Sabotage” itself is a 
rap-rock landmark, white guys feigning 
blackness by jocking Black Flag and Black 


Sabbath. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“Salvation,” Rancid (Epitaph, 1994). After 
this single, from the Bay Area punks’ second 
(not first) album, hit the airwaves, Tim (no 
relation to Billie Joe) Armstrong would never 
again have to go rooting through other peo- 
ple’s trash to furnish his pad. But having lived 
it, he sure knew how to sing it. And having 
studied the Clash, he’d already internalized 


“FU 
song. 


the notion that populist punk should be pop- 
ular, that good intentions are nothing without 
a rousing chorus, and that, well, some truths 
are known only by guttersnipes. “Salvation” 
opens with one helluva rousing chorus replete 
with divebombing guitars, and it keeps com- 
ing back with a tenacity and singleminded de- 
termination that’s hard to deny. 

— Matt Ashare 


“Santa Monica,” Everclear (Capitol, 
1995). The ghosts Art Alexakis is still living 
with are a product of struggling to find a 
place in the pre-alterna-rock ’80s, and the 
disease he’s shaking away is the same one 
that killed Kurt. But Alexakis had been 
through all that by the time Capitol picked up 
on Everclear’s indie debut, World of Noise, 
and set the stage for Sparkle and Fade and its 
most convincing hit, “Santa Monica,” a song 
that bridged the gap between the unsatisfied 
longing of ’80s Paul Westerberg and the de- 
graded teen spirit of 90s Nirvana with ro- 
mantic visions of oceanside retreats, a sing- 
along chorus, and a nice big pile of guitars. 

— Matt Ashare 


“Say It Ain’t So,” Weezer (DGC, 1994). 
Couch-bound wallowing that soars to a 
cathartic arena-Pavement climax, this song 
vents divorced-kid damage with more ache 
than Pearl Jam’s “Alive”; it helped Weezer 








GEE-LA”: Lauryn Hill’s the real bong in this reggae 


dodge that novelty-rock bullet (see Nada 
Surf) and marked their emergence as major 
modern-rock artists. More important, the 
video marked Rivers Cuomo’s emergence as 
a major hottie, and it features the most dra- 
matic hacky-sack game ever filmed. 


— Alex Pappademas 


“Seether,” Veruca Salt (Geffen, 1994). Lip- 
gloss slick and chocolate-factory sweet, Nina 
Gordon and Louise Post mixed Melrose Place 

grunge, pre-Spiceworld faux 
feminist girl power, and a 
dash of postpunk Pixie dust 
at just the right moment and 
— vavoom! — a gynocentric 
“Smells like Teen Spirit.” The 
follow-up to American 
Thighs was even better, but 
the girls still knew how their 
bread was _ buttered, 
namechecking “Seether” like Chubby Check- 
er namedropping “The Twist,” convinced 
we'd forget. They were right: Eight Arms To 
Hold You took a nosedive, whatever short 
leash they kept the Seether on wasn’t short 
enough, and the original line-up split over boy 
troubles. Tragic. 


— Carly Carioli 


“Smells like Teen Spirit,” Nirvana (Sub 
Pop/DGC, 1991). Probably the song of the 
decade, or at least the one that made the ’90s 
as we knew them possible. Inspired by the 
Pixies and probably by distant radio memo- 
ries of “More Than a Feeling,” polished in the 
studio by everybody’s favorite Garbageman 
(Butch Vig), and then delivered unto a gener- 
ation hungry for meaning, direction, excite- 
ment, or maybe just a rock-and-roll classic to 
call their own, “Smells like Teen Spirit” 
turned the world upside down for a day, a 
week, a month, a year, if not 
quite a full decade; and 
sometimes it still does. 
“Here we are now, entertain 
us.” Exactly. 


— Matt Ashare 


“Song 2,” Blur (Virgin, 
1997). Pavement began 
their career by pillaging the 
British postpunk institution 
known as the Fall, so it was 
only fair when another 
British institution — Blur 
— relaunched their career 
by pillaging Pavement in one 
of the more interesting ex- 
amples of rock’s accidental 
evolution in the ’90s. Pre- 
Blur Blur were a self-con- 
scious holdover from the 
new-wave ’80s, and descen- 
dants of a long line of Brit 
bands who were a little too 
British for America (i.e., the 
Kinks and the Jam). But 
with its abraded guitars, lo- 
fi-tinged drum production, 
free-associated “lyrics,” and 
a chorus call stolen from 
Homer Simpson, “Song 2” 
made modern rock gold and brought Blur be- 
latedly into the 90s. 





— Matt Ashare 


“Sour Times,” Portishead (Go Discs/Lon- 
don, 1994). Will trip-hop even be remem- 
bered as a distinct genre in a couple of years, 
or will using hip-hop beats to go on dream- 
pop trips be just another one of rock’s many 
facets? I’d bank on the latter, but when Por- 
tishead surfaced with this melancholy reverie, 
it really did sound revolutionary, even if you’d 
spent the last decade listening to the Cocteau 
Twins. Most trip-hop placed the emphasis on 
the hop; “Sour Times” is more about the 
sonic trips technology can take us on. Yet it 
sounds oddly traditional, like some torchsong 
classic beamed in from some future past. 

— Matt Ashare 
“Summer Babe,” Pavement (Matador, 
1991). After this milestone, Pavement spent 
the decade inventing ways both to recapture 
and to renounce its slanted enchantment, the 
consummation of generations of pencil- 
necked punk romance. The lyrics here seem 
like everything, but they’re nothing without 
Steve Malkmus lumbering and tumbling for- 
ward with sweet, tired longing — which 
would be nothing without the guitar roiling 
behind him expressing all the feeling his 


See NINETY, page 22 
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NINETY, from page 21 


voice restrains. Words, voice, and 
roil become one in Malkmus’s cli- 
mactic wail of “Don’t go!”, which, 
as one critic said, raises the specter 
of Bob Dylan. And of your last bro- 


ken heart. 
— Franklin Soults 


“Under the Bridge,” Red Hot 
Chili Peppers (Warner Bros., 
1991). Anthony Keidis’s delivery 
is too cute at first, but then the 
psychedelic choir vocals (the 
Chilis’ most skillful Funkadelic 
cop ever, and that’s counting the 
entire record they made with 
George Clinton) rise up behind 
him. He drips blood on the pave- 
ment for his dead homies and the 
needle and the damage done, and 
it turns out that unlike, say, Randy 
Newman, he loves LA mostly be- 
cause at the last second it decided 
not to kill him. John Frusciante’s 
guitar is heartbreaking through- 
out, as are Anthony’s love handles 


in the video. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“Unfinished Sympathy,” Massive 
Attack (Virgin, 1991). Trip-hop 
gets its own “Don’t Leave Me This 
Way” and its own “Wings of De- 
sire” in one swell sweep, on a string- 
drenched track that anticipates the 
Verve’s “Bittersweet Symphony,” 
UNKLE’s “Lonely Soul,” and even 
Madonna’s “Frozen.” Shara Nelson 
sings as if she’d never realized she 
had a heart until somebody broke it; 
countless studio dweebs would 
quickly xerox the shook-down, 
smoked-out, reggae-ragged beats 
on the rest of Massive’s seminal 
Blue Lines LP, but never with this 
much soulful hunger. 


— Alex Pappademas 





“NOTHIN’ BUT A G THANG”: Dr. Dre’s flagrant musical looting 


was a sign of things to come. 


“Walkin’ on the Sun,” Smash 
Mouth (Interscope, 1997). Garage 
punks have been passing off “au- 
thentic” (read: scratchy, arcane) ? 
and the Mysterians ripoffs like bad 
checks for decades, but “Walkin’ on 
the Sun” is the one that cashed those 
checks and moshed all the way to 
the bank. On the upside, it returned 
ticklish Farfisa organ to the summer- 
time airwaves, where it belongs. And 
inasmuch as the 60s wonders on 
the Nuggets discs mostly played frat 
parties in their prime, maybe this is 
how it’s supposed to be. 


“What It’s Like,” Everlast 
(Tommy Boy, 1998). A self-pro- 
claimed old man at 29 with his 
first heart attack behind him, writ- 
ten off even by his own record 
label, House of Pain’s Everlast had 
something to prove on Whitey Ford 
Sings the Blues. And this is the 
song that did it, not just for white 
folks who wanted to be part of the 
playas club, but for playas looking 
for a way to grow up in a genre 
that’s still ruled by youth. It took 
rock and roll two decades to ma- 
ture into something more than a 
kids’ game, and though Everlast 





is also the web site you could be looking at later. 
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ain’t no Dylan or Lennon, this 
rugged folk-hop survivor’s tale is a 
case of the old dog teaching every- 
one a new trick or two. 


— Matt Ashare 


“When I Come Around,” Green 
Day (Reprise, 1994). On most 
of Dookie, singer Billie Joe Arm- 
strong is your typical stoned sub- 
urban geek, content to waste 
away in a hedonistic muck of 
masturbation and all-ages shows. 


On this one, though, Armstrong 
dons the more interesting guise 
of stoned suburban loverman: 
he’s got a nagging girlfriend now, 
and she’s not too keen on his 
mindless pursuit of punk plea- 
sure. He makes an immediate 
concession by downshifting to a 
more girl-friendly AOR tempo, 
then realizes he still really can’t 
be bothered. Hey, you can’t go 
forcing something if it’s just not 


right. 
— Sean Richardson 


“Where It’s At,” Beck (Bon- 
gload/DGC, 1996). Up with Peo- 
ple meet the Cold Crush Brothers 
downtown. The original funk-sa- 
vant Hansen brother tries on a rack 
full of identities — Mantronix 
Youth? Rhinestone computer-cow- 
boy? Home-schooled hip-hop? — 
and winds up testifying in the 
church of the boom bap (“Two 
turntables and a microphone! TWO 


- 


TURNTABLES AND A MICRO- 
PHONE!”). The music’s strut is so 
deadpan-fly, you can (literally!) 
hear people ringing up to hire his 


producers. 
— Alex Pappademas 


“You Oughta Know,” Alanis 
Morissette (Maverick/Reprise, 
1995). Want to know the differ- 
ence between Alanis 1995 and Ala- 
nis 1999? It’s the difference be- 
tween “I have to stop taking all 
these antibiotics” and “I’m here to 
remind you/Of the mess you left 
when you went away.” After her 
dark Canadian disco past was ex- 
posed, and the presence of song 
doctor Glen Ballard was pointed 
out, and it was all debated and ana- 
lyzed, and her second album went 
thud, the song and the performance 
remained standing, in all their shak- 
ing rage and vulnerability and 
sharp, sarcastic wordplay. 


— Jon Garelick 


“Zoo Station,” U2 (Island, 
1991). What was that scrape and 
buzz, that snare beat that clanked 
like a hammer on a junkyard gas 
tank? And was the most stentori- 
an, humorless singer in modern 
rock singing: “I’m ready, I’m 
ready for laughing gas... ” So 
they shredded Bono’s vox with 
barbed electronics, and the Edge 
made similar gargling roars on 
his guitar. Noise has never been 
so lovingly manicured, and it 
doesn’t take long for the guitar to 
glow with celestial light and the 
big-time dance beat to kick in. 
“Zoo Station” announced emo- 
tional and artistic risk as one and 
the same, the band’s wake-up call 


to itself. 
— Jon Garelick 
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christmas 


*** MR. HANKEY’S CHRIST- 
MAS CLASSICS (American/Co- 
lumbia). The South Park folks are 
back to lend a little Bronx cheer to 
the holiday season in the form of an 
18-track disc of original Christmas 
tunes and mistreated classics. Mr. 
Hankey is, of course, the friendly 
fecal figment of our heroes’ overac- 
tive imagination who gives new 
meaning to the concept of the Yule 
log. He gets first honors here with 
the colorful “Mr. Hankey the Christ- 
mas Poo”: credited as an “early- 
‘50s recording performed by Cow- 
boy Timmy,’ it gets a little graphic as 
we're reminded that “Sometimes 
he’s nutty/Sometimes he’s 
corny/He can be_ greenish 
brown/But if you eat fiber on Christ- 
mas eve/He might come to your 
town” against a backdrop of supple 
strings and tinkling piano. 

That pretty much sets the tone 
for this densely packed collection 
of equal-opportunity offensiveness. 
We get “Merry Fucking Christmas” 
by Mr. Garrison, wherein the South 
Park educator wishes a merry 
fucking Christmas to “Mister Mus- 
lim,” “Mr-Hinduist,” and the people 
of Japan, There's also Kyle’s touch- 
ing “The Lonely Jew on Christmas” 
(as well as an “O Tannenbaum” 
credited to Adolf Hitler); Isaac 
Hayes (a/k/a Chef) turning the 
story of Jesus’s birth into a funky 
paternity suit in “What the Hell 
Child Is This?”; and “The Most Of- 
fensive Song Ever,’ a’ little ditty 
about the Virgin Mary sung by 
Hankey and a mumbling Kenny 
that requires quite a bit of, ah, de- 
coding. And it all comes to a cruel 
close, fittingly enough, with a cere- 
monial flush. Let's just say this is 
one holiday album that’s not for the 
whole family. 

— Matt Ashare 


**x%x Ringo Starr, | WANNA BE 
SANTA CLAUS (Mercury). It's 
goofy, sentimental, bubblegummy, 
and self-referential — in other 
words, this is everything a Ringo 
Starr Christmas album should be. 
Beatles-obsessed producer Mark 
Hudson and his support cast return 
from last year’s Vertical Man, but 
the looser feel and higher spirits 
make this a better album. The open- 
er, “Come On Christmas,” ranks as 
Starr's catchiest song since “Back 
Off Boogaloo,” whose drum riff is lift- 
ed for “The Little Drummer Boy.” The 
idea of Ringo doing that song is so 
perfect that it hardly matters 
whether this is a good version, but it 
is. The Beatles are alluded to all 
over the place, with “Pax Um Bis- 
cum” making the most blatant Fab 
Four homage since “Free As a Bird.” 
Originally a short ditty on a Beatles 
Christmas. single, “Christmas Time 
Is Here Again” is built into a full 
song through Ringo’s ad-libs. He re- 
mains no slouch as a drummer (and 
the drums are always turned up 
loud), but the focus here is on Ringo 
the personality. His name gets in- 
serted into “Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer” after he flubs a 
lyric, and the words “peace and 
love” turn up without irony in three 
different songs. His talents as a pro- 
fessional nice guy haven't been put 
to such good use in years. 

— Brett Milano 


***x Buck Owens and His 
Buckaroos, CHRISTMAS WITH 
BUCK OWENS AND HIS BUCKA- 
ROOS (Sundazed). In the ‘60s, 
Nashville outsider Buck Owens be- 








XMAS I: the South Park gang offers a collection of equal-opportunity offensiveness. 


came a country star as an architect 
of the Bakersfield sound, which 
combined classic honky-tonk with a 
breath of California pop. But though 
every country star has at least one 
Christmas album, Christmas with 
Buck Owens and His Buckaroos is 
special. No heap of trad-holiday re- 
hash, the re-released 1965 disc 
features 11 originals penned by 
Buck and friends, including the late 
Don Rich, Owens’s long-time gui- 
tarist and musical compadre, and 
trucker-anthem luminary Red Simp- 
son. A mix of Yuletide weepers 
country hokum, and sprightly 
honky-tonk (plus a Ventures-like 
cover of “Jingle Bells”), these songs 
feel just as familiar but way more 
fun than the Xmas chestnuts that 
are spun to death each year. 

The retro sound of the original 
mix — sparse and reverby, with the 
drums up front — has been re- 
tained. Drummer Willie Cantu’s 
sticks dance on his hi-hat like rein- 
deer on the roof, and Don Rich's 
distinct, clipped-noted Telecaster- 
twang rings clear in all that sonic 
space. And if this leaves you hungry 
for more Buck, Sundazed has also 
reissued 1967’s Christmas Shop- 
ping — a dozen more Owens origi- 
nals sporting tears-in-your-beer 
holiday cheer. 

— Meredith Ochs 


**x* 1/2 A CHRISTMAS ALBUM 
(Arsis). This all-American disc from 
Boston composer Rodney Lister 
and the Choir of the Church of the 
Advent has both more musical in- 
terest and a more genuine sense of 
religious devotion than | get from 
most of the Holy Minimalists and 
other purveyors of fashionably spiri- 
tual music. The centerpiece of the 
disc, and one of the best Christmas 
pieces | know, is Lister's Kings and 
Shepherds, for three singers with 
violin, oboe, French horn, and 
organ, on a starkly formal se- 
quence of poems, both narrative 
and meditative, by the Scottish poet 


Carlisle Floyd’s haunting Long 
Long Ago to Lister's clear but inven- 
tive choral arrangements of tradi- 
tional carols, which reclaim this 
genre from the commercial 
arrangers 

— Scott Wheeler 


**x*1/2 Anonymous 4, LEG- 
ENDS OF ST. NICHOLAS (Harmo- 
nia Mundi). Anonymous 4 have 
collected what they could find of 
liturgical music celebrating St 
Nicholas and augmented the origi- 
nal material with their own plain- 
chant settings of hagiographic nar- 
rative, and it’s all packaged by Har- 
monia Mundi in a handsomely illus- 
trated set. The four women who 
make up Anonymous 4 (Ruth Cun- 
ningham, Marsha Genensky, Susan 
Hellauer, Johanna Maria Rose) 
sing with beautifully tuned and 
blended voices, and they make a 
point of arranging the material with 
as much musical variety as possi 
ble — so the timeless, floating, uni- 
son responsory Confessor dei 
Nicholaus is followed by the com- 
paratively lively, ornate, melismatic 
three-voice conductus Cantu mirro, 
summo laude. Devotees of chant 
will love the album. Those of us who 
find this music too unvaried will feel 
it's too much of a good thing. A little 
goes a long way. 

— Ellen Pfeifer 


*** RETURN OF THE DJ VOL. 
iil (Bomb). ***1/2 THE FUNKY 
PRECEDENT (Loosegroove/No 
Mayo). The intro to the hat-trick in- 
stallment of Bomb’s Return of the 
DJ series warns “simple-minded 
walking pieces of meat” that the 
producers assume no responsibili- 
ty for “any testicular or vaginal 
damage resulting from the misuse 
or improper insertion of this record- 


ERIC ANTONIOU 





XMAS Il: professional nice guy Ringo offers peace and 


love without irony. 





George Mackay Brown. Lister's 
stark yet passionate setting con- 
trasts long pedal tones with frantic 
instrumental activity. The vocal lines 
are plain but with a wayward tonali- 
ty and often dissonant layerings. 
Equally plain are Virgil Thomson's 
tender Scenes from the Holy Infan- 
cy, rendered in a combination of 
Anglican chant and Southern 
hymnody. The smaller works range 
from Thomson's sweetly triadic set- 
ting of The Holly and the Ivy to 


ing.” Not that a disclaimer was real- 
ly necessary — anyone familiar 
with volumes one and two, which 
cemented the turntable-titan status 
of DJs like Mixmaster Mike and Cut 
Chemist, will already know to pack 
Bactine for the vinyl-related cuts, 
scrapes, and abrasions contained 
herein. That's both good and bad 
news, since the total artistic anar- 
chy that made the first two Returns 
such a blast shows signs of codi- 
fied institutionalization on this vol- 





ume, and the idea of an all- 
scratchin’ album no longer shocks 
the monkey the way it did in ‘95 
Still, as a sample on Furious’s 
Mood Swing” puts it here, “Some- 
thing must be happening, ‘cause 


everything's moving!” Z-Trip 
crowns himself King of Rock in a 
heavy-metal parking lot, T-Rock’s 
“Doo Doo on Yourself” takes the re- 
semblance between Fat Boys beat- 
boxing and excretory noise to its 
logical conclusion, and (most im- 
pressively) International's ‘posse 
cut “Deedz in da Mix” unfurls its 
elegiac rock guitar intro like a flag, 
then proceeds through a litany of 
funky/haunting subject changes 
the turntable equivalent of multi- 
plex theater-hopping. Everything 
you could consider a “statement” 
shatters into a billion 
beats 'n’ pieces as soon as it sur- 
faces, yet as these spatters, gags 
grooves, rugburns, and stutter 
steps accumulate, you can hear a 
g-9-g-generation defining itself 
By letting anyone who can 
scratch be a multi-instrumentalist 
turntablism opens music up and 
universalizes its rewards; on The 
Funky Precedent compilation, a 
stellar line-up of LA hip-hop/hip- 
hop-by-default artists go to bat for 
elementary-school music-educa- 
tion programs, which are designed 
to do much the same thing. If only 
every album spawned by a good 
cause could be this open-eared 
Jurassic 5 and Ugly Duckling run- 
ning retro-rap maneuvers that 
“take it back like Spinal Tap,” Ab- 
stract Rude venerating a gymnasi- 
um jam session as if it were a 
Wednesday-night prayer meeting 
Miles Om Tackett’s smart skate- 
shop funk for beanbag-chair B- 
boys, even a Damon Aaron ballad 
that sounds like Basehead doing 
beats for Tracy Chapman. As Black 
Francis might say, it’s ed-u-cation- 
al, and a persuasive argument for 
hip-hop’s musical breadth and 
depth to boot. 
— Alex Pappademas 


*x*x*1/2 Big Bad Bullocks, 
NIGHT ON THE TILES (Sound- 
Proof/Monolyth). The funniest 
album of 1999, to my wicked ears, 
is this Northampton outfit’s debut 
CD. Now I’m not much for Irish 
music, but these songs of alco- 
holism and casual sex — strad- 
dling punk-rock crunch and tin- 
whistle traditionalism — weave 
such a strange journey through 
the Guinness-flecked recollec- 
tions of head Bullock John Allen 
that I'm often either spellbound or 
roaring with laughter. On the sur- 
face, titles like “Drinkup Yabas- 
tards,” “Thirteen Pints,” “Night on 
the Tiles,” and “Drunker Than | 
Was” (a song about a special 
lady) seem to tell the story. But on 
close listening, | find much vuiner- 
ability and regret in Allen's lyrics 
— a fine-tuned sense of human 
frailty that comes through in lost- 
soul numbers like “Uncle Ted” and 
“Jimmy,” and in lines like the de- 
cidedly unmacho observation 
“Sometimes when you're 
drinkin’/You find yourself 
thinkin’/That you're more of a man 
than you are.” Allen's musical sen- 
sibility isn’t as developed as his 
wordsmithing, but thanks to pro- 
ducer and Celtic fiddle star John- 
ny Cunningham, moments of 
beauty find their way into the 
brawling arrangements. 

— Ted Drozdowski 
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FRIDAY 

3:00 (25) Football. The Dallas Cowboys 
versus the New Orleans Saints 

8:00 (4) Mrs. Santa Claus (movie). Mrs 
Claus’s contribution to the holiday is to 
take practice runs to find the best sleigh 
routes for the Fat Man. Angela Lansbury 
sings her way through this made-for-TV 
Jerry Herman musical from 1996. With 
Michael Jeter and Terrence Mann. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) It’s a Wonderful Life (movie) 
Same old. Jimmy Stewart and Donna 
Reed find the TMOC (True Meaning of 
Christmas) and encourage resentment of 
the ruling class (Lionel Barrymore). (Until 
11 p.m.) 

8:00 (25) The American Red Cross Holi- 
day Music Spectacular. Heartwarming 
stories set to heartwarming music by 'N 
Sync, Patti Labelle, 98 Degrees, and Art 
Garfunkel. Hosted by Clint Black and Lisa 
Hartman Black. (Until 9 p.m.) 

11:35 (4) Christmas Eve. Highlights of 
American services. (Until 12:35 a.m.) 
11:35 (7) Christmas Eve at Saint Pete’s. 
Or, What the Holy See Saw. Starring 
oannes Paulus PP Il, a/k/a Karol Wojtyla 
a/k/a Pope JP2. (Until 1:05 a.m.) 

12:35 a.m. (4) A Christmas Kwanzaa 
Music Event. No details available. Chan- 
nel 4 just wants points for recognizing 
Kwanzaa. (Until 1:35 a.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (2) Keeping Up Appearances 
Christmas Shows. Patricia Routledge 
fans who don’t sleep well before the holi- 
day will appreciate this four-show antholo- 
gy of the popular British series’s Christ- 
mas editions. By date, the schedule is 
1991 at 1 a.m.; 1993 at 1:30 a.m.; 1994 at 
2:30 a.m.; and 1995 at 3:20 a.m. The 
1991 show will air again at 5:30 a.m. and 
on Christmas at 1:30 a.m. The '93 holiday 
episode will be repeated on Christmas at 
2 a.m. (Until 3:50 a.m.) 

1:05 a.m. (7) Prudential Tree Lighting. 
Must be a repeat. With Santa and the Tan- 
glewood Festival Chorus. (Until 1:30 a.m.) 
3:50 a.m. (2) The Vicar of Dibley. This 
less worthy series’s 1996 Christmas 
episode. (Until 4:30 a.m.) 

4:30 a.m. (2) Are You Being Served? In- 
evitable. Two AYBS Christmas shows — 
the one from 1975 and then, at 5 a.m., the 
one from 1979. The 1975 show will be re- 
peated on Christmas at 12:30 a.m.; the 
‘79 edition will air again on Christmas at 1 
a.m. (Until 5:30 a.m. — Merry Christmas.) 


CHRISTMAS 

7:00 (7) Christmas Mass. No need to 
leave home. (Until 8 p.m.) 

11:00 a.m. (44) Carols from Atlanta: The 
70th Anniversary Morehouse-Spelman 
Christmas Carol Concert. Glee clubs 
from the two colleges (150 voices total) do 
everything from typical white-male com- 
positions to spirituals and African folk 
hymns. (Until noon.) 


4E€ illington 


Sunday river 


Waterville Valley 


hot dots 


Noon (5) Football. The annual Biue/Gray 
All-Star Classic. 

1:00 (44) Denyce Graves: A Cathedral 
Christmas. Mezzo-soprano renditions of 
“Ave Maria” and more from Washington's 
National Cathedral. To be repeated 
tonight at 9 p.m. (Until 2 p.m.) 

3:30 (5) Football. Arizona State versus 
Wake Forest in the Aloha Bowl 

3:30 (44) A Tale of Cinderella. Little Miss 
Cinders’ story reset in Venice and starring 
Broadway's Christianne Tisdale. (Until 
5:30 p.m.) 

4:00 (4) Football. The Denver Broncos 
versus the Detroit Lions 

5:30 (44) Wila: An American Snow 
White. This update/retelling of the S 
White yarn stars Becky Stark as a young 
girl exiled to the Virginia woods by her 
jealous stepmother (an over-the-hill ac- 
tress) in the early 1900s. The runaway 
teams up with a traveling medicine show 
and meets a charming prince of the young 
movie biz. Co-starring Floyd King as the 
snake-oil salesman. To be repeated on 
Tuesday at 1 and 8 p.m., on Channel 44, 
and at 4:30 a.m. on Channel 2. Also re- 
peated on Wednesday at 4:30 a.m., on 
Channel 2, and again on Friday at 9 p.m 

on Channel 44. (Until 7 p.m.) 

7:00 (7) Basketball Doubleheader. The 
New York Knicks versus the Indiana Pac- 
ers, followed by the San Antonio Spurs 
versus the Los Angeles Lakers 

7:00 (44) Take Joy: The Magical World 
of Tasha Tudor. Tudor is an elderly and 
eccentric (in an old-fashioned new-age 
kind of way) children’s-book illustrator — 
she gave us Corgiville (for which we are 
forever grateful). This show checks in at 
her remote Vermont outpost — complete 
with corgis. (Until 7:50 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) The 1999 Walt Disney Worid 
Very Merry Christmas Parade. Walkin’ 
around Florida. The snow is fake. (Until 10 
p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Christmas in Connecticut 
(movie). Barbara Stanwyck stars as a 
magazine columnist who gathers a phony 
family to celebrate the holidays. With Den- 
nis Morgan and Sydney Greenstreet 
From 1945. To be repeated on Sunday at 
3:15 p.m. (Until 10:40 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Denyce Graves: A Cathedral 
Christmas. Repeated from this afternoon 
at1 p.m 

10:00 (44) Christmas with Robert 
Shaw. Traditional secular and sacred holi- 
day hits sung by the Atlanta Symphony 
Chorus, the Morehouse College Glee 


Let this 


Club, and the Gwinnett Young Singers — 
all backed by the Atlanta Symphony under 
the late, great Shaw. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 
10:40 (2) Another Thin Man (movie) 
William Powell and Myrna Loy return as 
Nick and Nora Charles in this 1939 follow- 
up film featuring a murder on Long Island 
and (keeping with the suburban motif) a 
Nick Jr., born healthy despite mom's 
heavy drinking. To be repeated on Sunday 
at 1:30 p.m. (Until 12:30 a.m.) 

Midnight (44) Sessions @ West 54th. 
Featuring music from Jewel. (Until 1 a.m.) 
12:30 a.m. (2) Are You Being Served? 
Repeated from Friday at 4:30 a.m 

1:30 a.m. (2) Keeping Up Appearances. 
The 1991 and ’93 Christmas shows re- 
peated from Friday at 1 a.m 


MA ets 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


SUNDAY 

1:00 (4) Football. The Pats versus the 
Buffalo Bills. 

1:30 (2) Another Thin Man (movie). Re- 
peated from Christmas at 10:40 p.m 

3:15 (2) Christmas in Connecticut 
(movie). Repeated from Christmas at 9 
p.m. 

4:00 (25) Football. The Green Bay Pack- 
ers versus the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: Great Ex- 
pectations, part two. The conclusion, in 
which we get a dark and ugly portrait of 
the pretty but cruel Estella (Justine Wad- 
dell), followed by a solid dose of redemp- 
tion, justice, and revelation. Starring loan 
Gruffudd (pronounced José Griffith) and 
Charlotte Rampling. To be repeated on 
Tuesday at 1 a.m. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Beyond the Prairie: The Story 
of Laura Ingalls Wilder (movie). A bio-pic 
of the genuine pioneer-woman author of 
the Little House series. (Until 11 p.m.) 
9:00 (7) While You Were Sleeping 
(movie). Sandra Bullock stars as a woman 


who saves a man’s life and then passes 
herself off as his fiancée when he lapses 
into a coma. With Peter Gallagher and Bill 
Pullman. (Until 11 p.m.) 


MONDAY 

9:00 (2) The Richard Tucker Opera Gala. 
Placido Domingo hosts this big-stage fest 
featuring Lauren Flanigan, Roberto 
Alagna, Richard Leech, and Sam Ramey 
backed by the Met orchestra and the New 
York Choral Society. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (5) Football. The New York Jets ver- 
sus the Miami Dolphins. 

10:00 (4) The Person of the Century. An- 
nounced at last. Might as well be anybody. 
We nominate Willard Waterman, who 
played the title role in the early-TV series 
The Great Gildersleeve. (Until 11 p.m.) 
10:30 (2) The Legacy of Richard Tucker. 
Highlights from Tucker's TV appearances 
— on The Ed Sullivan Show and such 
(Until 11 p.m.) 


TUESDAY 

1:00 and 8:00 (44) Wila: An American 
Snow White. Repeated from Saturday at 
5:30 p.m. 

9:00 (2) Nova: Avalanche. And how to 
survive one. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) Frontline: Apocalypse, part 
one. Repeated from last month. A two- 
part look at the Book of Revelation that 
puts it in the context of its times and ex- 
plores its various dire misinterpretations 
over the centuries. The production is actu- 
ally pretty dull, but the information is fasci- 
nating. To be repeated on Friday at 9 p.m. 
on Channel 44. (Until 11 p.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 
Great Expectations, part two. Repeated 
from Sunday at 9 p.m. 

4:30 a.m. (2) Wila: An American Snow 
White. Repeated from Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 

8:00 (2) The Metropolitan Opera Pre- 
sents: Le nozze di Figaro. Mozart in four 
acts (and Italian — with subtitles), con- 
ducted by James Levine at the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House in November 1998. With 
Bryn Terfel as Figaro and Cecilia Bartoli 
as his fellow servant and fiancée, Susan- 
na. Dwayne Croft and Renée Fleming 
play the Almavivas. To be repeated on 
Thursday at 1 a.m. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (4) A Celebration of the Perform- 
ing Arts. It’s the 22nd Kennedy Center 
Honors, and this year’s honorees are Vic- 


tor Borge, Sean Connery, Judith Jamison, 
Jason Robards, and Stevie Wonder. So, 
will Victor, Sean, and Stevie make like the 
Three Tenors? (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Miss Patti Page: The Singing 
Rage. Rosemary Clooney, Tony Ben- 
nett, and Vic Damone salute Patti. (Until 
10 p.m.) 


THURSDAY 

8:00 (4) CBS’s Greatest Sports Mo- 
ments. Fields of glory revisited. (Until 9 
p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Mystery: Original Sin, parts one 
and two. Roy Marsden returns as PD 
James’s detective Adam Dalgliesh, here 
investigating a spate of hate mail deliv- 
ered to a publishing house — and subse- 
quently two murders. To be concluded on 
Thursday January 6. (Until 11 p.m.) 

1:00 (2) The Metropolitan Opera Pre- 
sents: Le nozze di Figaro. Repeated from 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. 

4:30 a.m. (2) PBS Millennium 2000. 
The only television outlet that almost 
never misspells millennium undertakes 
an ambitious 25-hour broadcast project 
to bring us (Y2K bugs permitting) year- 
change observances from around the 
planet. Speaking of Y2K bugs: PBS 
proudly explains that this landmark 
broadcast depends on 60 satellite paths, 
several thousand miles of fiber-optic 
cable, and more than 2000 cameras. Or 
we could get old tapes of Are You Being 
Served? in case any of that high-tech 
network decides it’s actually the dawn of 
1900. Anyway, if things go as planned, 
we'll visit New Zealand to witness natives 
of Pitt Island light a torch in honor of their 
Maori ancestors atop Mount Hakepa (the 
first inhabited place to greet 2000) and 
check in on the last and first babies born 
in their respective centuries (they’ve 
staked out 70 New Zealand maternity 
wards). And then, the coverage will more 
or less follow the new day around the 
time zones, jumping here to there to 
bring us Nelson Mandela celebrating 
from Robben Prison Island off Cape 
Town; somebody ruminating on the 
meaning of it all from the South Pole; 
love songs performed at the Taj Mahal; 
the opening of the Millennium Dome in 
Greenwich, England; a sunrise ritual 
from Macchu Pichu; the meteor strike at 
Sedona, Arizona (just kidding); acrobats 
jumping around on the sails of the Syd- 
ney Opera House (not kidding); Bob Mar- 
ley singing “One Love” at Miami Beach; a 
New Orleans jazz parade; the awakening 
of the Beast with seven heads; an Indian 
pow-wow from Denver; the ritual beating 
of a giant drum in Anchorage, Alaska; 
and stopoffs in Montreal, on Easter Is- 
land, and in Times Square. Of course it’s 
not really the millennium yet, and your 
cable will probably go out . . . (Until 6 
a.m. on January 1, 2000.) 
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Learn to Ski or Ride 
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Includes: R/T transportation, lift ticket, 


lesson and rental 
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Thursday Trips 
(Beginning January 6, 2000) 


Includes: R/T transportation, lift ticket 


°45 


Sunday Trips 
(Beginning November 28, 1999) 


Includes: R/T transportation, lift ticket 


www.skimarket.com for a complete schedule 
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Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this 
week are for Friday December 24 through 
Thursday December 30. Film times often 
change with little notice, so please call the 
theater before heading out. Complete film- 
schedule information is always available on 


the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http://www. bostonphoenix.com 

@ ALLSTON CINEMA (277-2140), 214 Har- 
vard Ave 

Please call for times 

Sleepy Hollow: Sat.-Thurs 

The World Is Not Enough: Sat.-Thurs 

@ CHERI (536-2870), 50 Dalton St 

Man on the Moon: 1, 4:30; Fri.,7:20; Sat 

Thurs., 7:40, 10:45 

Any Given Sunday: 12:15, 3:30; Fri. 6:40 


Sat.-Thurs. 7, 10:30 

Anna and the King: 12:40; Fri., 4, 7; Sat 
Thurs., 4:15, 7:20, 10:20 

The Green Mile: Fri 
Sat.-Thurs., noon, 4, 8 


11:50 a.m., 3:10, 6:30 


@ COPLEY PLACE (266-1300), 100 Hunt- 
ington Ave 

The Cider House Rules: Sat.-Thurs 
3:40, 7:10, 9:40 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs., 1:50, 4:40, 7:20 
8:50, 9:50; Sun.-Thurs., 11:20 

End of Days: Sat.-Thurs., 8:40 

Sleepy Hollow: 1; Fri., 3:20, 7:10; Fri., Sat.- 


12:30 


Thurs., 10:40 a.m; Sat.-Thurs., 3:30, 6:50 
9:30 
The World Is Not Enough: Fri., 11 a.m 


2:10, 6; Sat.-Thurs., 8:10 

Stuart Little: 1:40, 6:40; Fri, 10:30, 11:10 
12:10, 12:50, 2:40, 3:10, 4:30, 5:10; Sat.- 
Thurs., noon, 1:10, 2:10, 3:20, 3:50, 4:20, 6 
6:20, 6:40; Sun.-Thurs., 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m 
Bicentennial Man: Fri, 11:30 am., 12:30 
2:30, 3:30, 5:30, 6:30; Sat.-Thurs., 12:10, 3 
5:10, 6:10, 9:10; Sun.-Thurs., 11:10 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 2, 4:10, 7; Fri 
7:30; Sat.-Thurs., 2:40, 7,8:30, 9:20; Sun.- 
Thurs., 11:40 a.m 

Toy Story 2: 1:20, 2:20, Fri., 1:50, 3:50, 4:20 
4:50, 6:20; Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 10:50 a.m., 11:50 
a.m.; Sat.-Thurs., 4, 5, 6:30, 7:30, 9, 10 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni Theatre 
(723-2500), Science Park, Boston. Tickets 
$7.50, $5.50 for ages 3-11 and seniors; Tues.- 
Wed. at 7 p.m. or later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 
and seniors 

Please call for times 

Olympic Glory 

Mysteries of Egypt 

Everest 


W@ NICKELODEON (424-1500), 606 Comm 
Ave. 

Cradle Will Rock: Sat.-Thurs., 1:10, 4:10, 
7:10, 10:10 

The End of the Affair: Sat.-Thurs 
3:50, 7:30, 10:20 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 1, 4, 7 
10 

Three Kings: Fri., 1:15, 4:30, 7:10 

The Omega Code: Fri., 2, 5, 7:40 

Flawless: Fri., 1:45, 4:45, 7:20 

American Beauty: Fri., 1:30, 4:15, 7; Sat.- 
Thurs., 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 

Being John Malkovich: Fri., 1, 4, 6:45; Sat.- 
Thurs., 1:40, 4:30, 6:50, 9:40 


brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (277-2500), Rte. 9 and 
Hammond St 

Any Given Sunday: 12:20, 4, 7:20, 10:15 
Anna and the King: 12:20, 4, 7:20, 10:15 
Bicentennial Man: 12:30, 3:30, 7:10, 9:55 
Liberty Heights: 12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 
10:10 

Toy Story 2: 12:40, 2:50, 5, 7:30, 9:35 


1:30 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (566-4040), Cleveland 
Circle. 

Please call for times 

Man on the Moon 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 

Stuart Little 


The Green Mile 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo 

@ COOLIDGE CORNER (734-2500), 290 
Harvard St 

American Movie: 7:45; Fri., 3:15, 5:30; Sat 
Mon.-Thurs., 1, 3:15, 5:30, 10; Sun., 10 
Sweet and Lowdown: 3, 5:15, 7:30; Sat.- 
Thurs., 12:45, 9:45 


cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (876-6837), 40 Brattle St., Har- 
vais Sq 

42 Up: Sat.-Thurs., 4:15, 7, 9:45; Sat.-Sun 
1:30 

Muppets from Space: Mon., Wed., 1 
The Iron Giant: Tues., Thurs., 1 

@ FRESH POND MALL (661-2900), 168 
Alewife Brook Parkway 
Man on the Moon: 12 
Thurs., 7:50, 10:30 

Any Given Sunday: 1:10, 4:40; Sat.-Thurs 
8:20 

Galaxy Quest: Fri.; Sat.-Thurs., 12:10, 2:30 
5, 7:30, 10:10 

Anna and the King: 12:50, 3:20, 3:50, 6:20 
6:50; Fri., 12:20; Sat.-Thurs., 9:20, 9:50 
Bicentennial Man: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30: Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:40 

Stuart Little: 1, 3:10, 5:30, 7:40; Sat.-Thurs., 
10:20 

The Green Mile: 12:40, 4:30; Sat.-Thurs 
8:30 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 1:20, 4:10, 7 
Sat.-Thurs., 9:10 

Toy Story 2: Fri., 12:10, 2:30, 5:20, 7:30 
Sat.-Thurs., 1:30, 3;40, 5:50, 8, 10 
The World Is Not Enough: Fri 
7:20; Sat.-Thurs., 12:20 


2:40, 5:10; Sat.- 


1:30, 4:20. 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (864-4580), 10 
Church St 

No shows after 11 on Fri., Sun.-Thurs 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 12:15 
3:30, 7, 10 

The End of the Affair: Sat.-Thurs., 12:30, 
1:30, 3:45, 4:30, 6:50, 7:30, 9:20, 10:15; Sat 
11:50 

Sweet and Lowdown: 3, 5:20, 7:40; Fri 
12:45; Sat.-Thurs., 12:15, 9:50; Sat., 12:10 
Mansfield Park: Fri., 1:30, 4:15, 7:15; Sat.- 
Thurs., 1, 4, 6:30, 9:40 

The Insider: Fri., 12:30, 4, 7:15 

Being John Malkovich: Fri., 1, 3:30, 7 
American Beauty: Fri., 12:15, 3:15, 6:30 
Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sat., midnight 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (494-9800) 
One Kendall Sq 

All About My Mother: 12:15, 2:40, 5, 7:15 
Sat.-Thurs., 9:35 

Cradle Will Rock: Sat.-Thurs., 1, 4, 7, 10 
The Cider House Rules: 11:40, 2:15, 4:50, 
6:50, 7:30, 10:10; Fri., 1, 4; Sat.-Thurs., 9:30, 
10:10 

Ride with the Devil: 12:45, 3:50; Fri., 7:05 
The War Zone: 12:10, 2:30, 4:55, 7:10; Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:20 = 

Liberty Heights: 11:50, 2:25, 5, 7:40; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:15 

Tumbleweeds: 12:50, 3:20, 5:35, 7:50; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:05 

Dogma: 12:20, 3:40, 7; Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 
Boys Don't Cry: 11:45 a.m., 2:10, 4:45, 7:20 
Sat.-Thurs., 9:55 


suburbs 


@ ARLINGTON, Capito! (781-648-4340), 204 
Mass. Ave 

The Insider: 2:45, 5:45, 8:45; Sun.-Thurs 
11:45 

Being John Malkovich: 2:20, 5:15, 7:25 
9:35; Sun.-Thurs., 11:55 

Princess Mononoke: 2:05, 4:40, 7:15; Fri 
Sun.-Thurs., 11:30 a.m.; Sat.-Thurs., 9:45 
American Beauty: 2:10, 5:05, 7:30; Fri 
Sun.-Thurs. 11:40 a.m.; Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 
Run Lola Run: 7:35; Sat.-Thurs., 9:20 
Pokémon: 1:35, 3:35, 5:35; Fri., Sun.-Thurs. 


11:35 

Happy, Texas: Fri., 11:30 a.m., 1:30, 3:30, 
5:30, 7:40 

Music of the Heart: Fri., 11:40 a.m., 2:10, 
4:55, 7:25 


The Adventures of Elmo in Grouchland: 
1:40, 3:20; Fri., Sun.-Thurs., noon 


The Straight Story: 5, 7:20, Sat.-Thurs., 9:30 a8 
yt a 
ae 


@ BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema (978-927 
3677), 286 Cabot St 

Anywhere But Here: Fri.-Sat., 5:30, 8 

The Sixth Sense: Mon.-Thurs., 5:30, 8; Wed 
2 


@ BRAINTREE, General Cinema (781-848- 
1070), South Shore Plaza 

Any Given Sunday: 11:30 a.m., 3, 7; Sat- 
Thurs., 10:30 

Man on the Moon: 11 a.m 
Sat.-Thurs., 10:15 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs., 11 a.m 
7:20, 10 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 12:30 
3:30, 6:45, 9:50 

Bicentennial Man: 1, 4, 7, Sat.-Thurs., 10 
Stuart Little: 12:15, 2:20, 4:30, 6:45; Sat 
Thurs., 10 a.m., 9:15 

Anna and the King: noon, 3:15, 6:30; Sat 
Thurs., 9:40 

The Green Mile: Fri 
noon, 4, 8 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 1:30, 4:15 
7:10; Sat.-Thurs., 9:30 

Toy Story 2: 12:30, 2:45, 5:15; Fri 
Sat.-Thurs., 10 a.m., 7:45, 10 

Sleepy Hollow: Fri., 1:30, 4:30, 7:15; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:30 

The World Is Not Enough: Fri., 12:45, 3:40 
6:40; Sat.-Thurs., 10:30 


1:45, 4:30, 7:30 


1:30, 4 


1:30, 6:15; Sat.-Thurs 


7:30 


@ BURLINGTON, General Cinema |-X (781- 
229-9200), Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte. 128 
Exit 32B 

Any Given Sunday: 11:30 a.m 
6:30; Sat.-Thurs., 8, 10 

Man on the Moon: 1:15, 4:15; Fri 
Thurs., 10:30 a.m., 7:10, 10 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 12:30 
3:35, 7, 10:05 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs., 10:40 a.m., 1:10 
3:45, 7:15, 9:40 

Bicentennial Man: 12:45, 3:40, 6:50; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10 a.m., 9:45 

Stuart Little: 12:15, 2:30, 4:40, 7:20; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10 a.m., 9:30 

Anna and the King: 12:20, 3:30, 6:45; Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:55 

The Green Mile: 1, Fri., 6; Sat.-Thurs., 5, 9 
Toy Story 2: 12:40, 3, 5:20, 7:45; Sat.-Thurs 
10:20 a.m., 10 

Sleepy Hollow: Fri., 2:10, 4:30, 7:15; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:35 a.m 

The World Is Not Enough: Fri., 1, 4, 7; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:10 a.m 

Pokémon: 12:10 


1, 3, 4:30 


7:25; Sat.- 


@ CLINTON, The Last Strand Cinema and 
Drafthouse (978-365-5500), 58 High St 

The Bone Collector: Sun., 7:15; Tues.- 
Thurs., 7:30 

Pokémon: Sun., 3; Mon.-Thurs 


@ DANVERS, Liberty Tree Mall, Sony The- 
atres (978-750-9019), 100 Independence 
Way 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 11:35 
a.m., 12:25, 3, 4, 6:15, 7:15, 9:30, 10:30 
Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs., 12:55, 3:55, 6:45 
8:10, 9:45, 11 

The Cider House Rules: Sat.-Thurs., 11:20 
a.m., 2:35, 6:30, 10:20 

Liberty Heights: 1:10, 7; Fri., 4; Sat.-Thurs 
4:10, 10:10 

Man on the Moon: 11:05 a.m., 12:40, 2, 3:40 
4:50, 6:40; Fri., 7:50; Sat.-Thurs., 7:45, 9:40 
10:55 

Any Given Sunday: 11 am., 11:45 am 
2:45, 3:30, 6:20, 7:10; Sat.-Thurs., 10, 10:45 
Stuart Little: 11:15 a.m., 12:30, 1:40, 2:50 
4:05 6:55; Fri. 5:20; Sat.-Thurs., 5:15, 8, 9:20 
Anna and the King: 12:10, 2:30, 3:35, 7:25 
Fri., 11:10 a.m., 6:10; Sat.-Thurs., 9:35, 10:40 


Bicentennial Man: 1, 4:25, 7:30; Fri., 12:05 
3:20, 6:25; Sat.-Thurs., 11:10 a.m., 6:10 
7:30, 10:50 


Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 11:25 a.m 
2:05, 7:05; Fri., 4:35; Sat.-Thurs., 4:40, 9:25 
The Green Mile: Fri., 1:15, 5:15, 6:30; Sat.- 
Thurs., 12:15, 4:30, 8:45 

End of Days: Fri., 7:55; Sat.-Thurs., 10:20 
Toy Story 2: noon, 1:30; Fri., 11:20 am 
12:45, 2:15, 3, 3:45, 4:30, 5:05, 5:40, 6:30 
7:15; Sat.-Thurs., 11:30, 12:25, 2:25, 3:05, 
3:25, 4:20, 5:30, 6:25, 9:15 

Sleepy Hollow: 6:35; Fri., 12:20, 3:25; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:05 

The World Is Not Enough: 6:50; Fri., 12:50 





TEAM Il: Helmeted aliens beset Tim Allen in Galaxy Quest at the Copley, the Circle, 
and the Fresh Pond, and in the suburbs, 
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TEAM I: Football coach Al Pacino breaks up a fight among helmeted aliens in Oliver 
Stone’s Any Given Sunday at the Cheri, the Chestnut Hill, and the Fresh Pond, and in 


the suburbs. 


3:50; Sat.-Thurs., 6:50, 9:50 
Pokémon: Fri., 11:30 a.m., 1:55, 4:20 


@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre (781-326- 
1463), 580 High St 

Pokémon: 1 

Tumbleweeds: 12:45, 2:45; Sat.-Thurs., 4:50 
7, 9:15 

The Insider: Sat.-Thurs., 6, 9 

Princess Mononoke: 3:15 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326-4955) 
950 Providence St 

Please call for times 

Any Given Sunday 

Man on the Moon 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 
Stuart Little 

Bicentennial Man 

The Green Mile 

Deuce Bigalow 

Toy Story 2 


@ FRAMINGHAM, General Cinema (508- 
628-4400), 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester Rd 
Rte 9 

Any Given Sunday: 11:30, 1, 3:10, 4:30, 7,8 
10:30; Sat. 11:15 

Man on the Moon: 11, 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:10 
Liberty Heights: 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 10:20 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs., 12:40 
4, 7:10, 10:15 
Tumbleweeds: Sat.-Thurs 
7:40, 10:10 

Stuart Little: 11:20 a.m., 1:30, 4, 6:30, 9; Fri.- 
Sat., 12:10, 2:30, 5; Fri., 7:30, 9:50 

Anna and the King: noon, 1:20, 3:20, 4:40 
7, 8, 10:20, Sat. 11:10 

The Green Mile: 12:30, 4:20, 8:30; Fri-Sat 
7:30; Fri., 3:30 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 12:10, 2:20 
5:15, 7:40, 10; Fri., 1:20, 3:40, 6:10, 8:30 

Toy Story 2: 11:10 a.m., 12:30, 1:45, 3, 4:15 
5:20, 8, 10:20; Fri., 6:45 

Sleepy Hollow: 12:10, 2:40, 5:20, 7:50, 10:30 
Being John Malkovich: 11 a.m., Sat. 11 
p.m 


noon, 2:30, 5 


@ HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema (781-749- 
1400), 65 Main St 

Mansfield Park: 7, 9:25; Sun.-Thurs 
Sun., 2 


4:30. 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 1794 
Mass. Ave 

Toy Story 2: Fri, 12:15, 2 
9:30; Sun.-Thurs., 12:15, 2:30 
Tumbleweeds: Fri., 1; Sat., 9 


3:30, 6:15, 9 


30 
7:15 


5 9:30 
Sun.-Thurs., 1 


@ MAYNARD, Fine Arts Theatre (978-897- 
8100), 19-21 Summer St 

The Green Mile: 3; Sat.-Thurs., 7:30 

The World Is Not Enough: 3; Sat.-Thurs., 7 
9:15 

Any Given Sunday: 3:10; Sat.-Thurs., 6:50 
9:45 


@ NATICK, Sony Theatres (781-237-5840) 
Rte. 9, opposite Shopper's World 

Galaxy Quest: 12:45, 2, 3:05, 4:15, 5:25 
6:30, 7:45, 9, 10:10 

The Cider House Rules: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:50 
Bicentennial Man: 1; Fri., 2:30, 4, 5:30, 7 
Sat.-Thurs., 1:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30 
Princess Mononoke: Fri., 2, 5:45 
The World Is Not Enough: Fri 
4:15, 5:15, 7:15; Sat.-Thurs 
10:20 

American Beauty: 1:30, 4:30; Fri., 7:30; Sat.- 
Thurs., 7:15, 10 


1:15, 2:15 
4:45, 7:30 


@ NEWBURYPORT, Screening Room (978- 
462-3456), 82 State St 

Being John Malkovich: Sat., 4, 6:30, 9 
Music of the Heart: Sun., 4:45, 7:30; Mon 
Thurs., 7:30 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema (964- 
6060), 1296 Washington St 

No showings before 1 on Fri., Mon.-Thurs. 
The End of the Affair: Sat.-Thurs., 11 a.m 
1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20 


Cradle Will Rock: Sat.-Thurs., 12:45, 3:30, 
6:35, 9:25 
The Cider House Rules: 10:50 a.m., 1:20, 4 
6:35, 9:20 


Buena Vista Social Club: Fri., 6:50, 9:10 
Flawless: Fri., 7:05, 9:25 
All About My Mother: 11:50a.m., 2, 4:20, 7,9:15 


FC 08 £8 oO BO FEE tLe 


8.2 dda whet 


2, 4:20, 7, 9:15 
12:30, 2:50 


The War Zone: 11:50 a.m 
Sweet and Lowdown: 
7:20, 9:25 


5:10 


® QUINCY, Quincy Cinema (773-5700) 
1585 Hancock St 

Please call for times 

Any Given Sunday 

Man on the Moon 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 
Tumbleweeds: Sat.-Thurs 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 

Stuart Little 

The Green Mile 

American Beauty 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781-963- 


5600), Rte. 139 

Please cail for times 

Any Given Sunday 

Man on the Moon 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 
Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 
Bicentennial Man 

Stuart Little 

The Green Mile 

Deuce Bigalow 

End of Days 

Toy Story 2 

Sleepy Hollow 

The World is Not Enough 


W@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781-286- 
1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd 

Please call for times 

Man on the Moon 

Any Given Sunday 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 
Bicentennial Man 

Stuart Little 

The Green Mile 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo 

Toy Story 2 

End of Days 

Sleepy Hollow 

The World Is Not Enough 
Pokemon: Sat.-Sun 


@® SALEM, Museum Place Cinemas (978- 
744-3700), Church St. at East India Sq 

The Phantom Menace: Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 1 
3:50; Sat.-Thurs., 6:45, 9:30 

Three Kings: 4:40; Sat.-Thurs., 7:15 

Fight Club: Sat.-Thurs., 7, 9:45 

Tarzan: 12:45, 2:40 

The Bone Collector: Sat.-Thurs., 9:40 
Superstar: 5; Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 3 

The Adventures of Elmo in Grouchland: 1:15 


@ SOMERVILLE, Sony Theatres (628-7000) 
35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly Sq. Mall 
Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs., 12:30, 2:50, 5:20 
7:50, 10:40 

The Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs. 
4:40, 7:40, 10:40 

Man on the Moon: 1:20, 4:20, 7:20; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10 

Any Given Sunday: noon, 3:30, 7 
Thurs., 1, 4:30, 8, 10:30, 11 
Bicentennial Man: 1:10, 4:10, 7:10; Sat.- 
Thurs., 10:10 

Stuart Little: 12:20, 2:30, 6:50; Fri 
Sat.-Thurs., 4:30, 9:10 

Anna and the King: 12:10, 3:10, 6:20; Sat.- 
Thurs., 9:20 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo: 1:30, 3:50 
5:50, 8:10; Sat.-Thurs., 10:50 

The Green Mile: Fri., 1, 5; Sat.-Thurs 
5:20, 9 

Toy Story 2: 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 5:10, 7:30; Fri 
12:50, 3:00; Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 

The World Is Not Enough: 12:40, 3:40, 6:40 
Sat.-Thurs., 9:30 

Sleepy Hollow: Fri, 12:30, 2:50, 5:25, 7:50 
The Insider: Fri., 6:10 

American Beauty: Fri. 1:45, 4:30, 7:40 


1:40 


Sat.- 


4:40 


12:50 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (625-5700), 55 
Davis Sq 

Being John Malkovich: Sat.-Thurs.,12:55 
3:10, 5:25, 7:40, 10 


Sleepy Hollow: Sat.-Thurs.., 1, 3:05, 5:10 
7:25, 9:40 

American Beauty: 1:30, 4, 7; Sat.-Thurs. 
9:30 


Fight Club: 4:30, 7:10; Sat.-Thurs., 9:50 
Happy, Texas: Fri., 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 7:35 
Pokémon: 12:50, 2:40 

Three Kings: Fri., Sat.-Wed.,12:50, 3, 5:15, 
7;30; Sat.-Wed., 9:55 


Saitawaa 4 
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The Sixth Sense: Fri., 1, 3:20, 5:30, 7:45 

@ STOUGHTON, Cinema Pub (781-344- 
4566), 807 Washington St 

Music of the Heart: Mon.-Thurs., 7 

Sleepy Hollow: Mon.-Thurs., 9:30 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781-893- 
2500), 16 Pine St 

All shows Fri. only. 

Where's Marlowe: 1:50, 5, 7:10 

Anna and the King: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30 

The Insider: 1:20, 4:20, 7:25 

Being John Malkovich: 2:10, 4:50, 7:20 
Dogma: 1:40, 4:15, 7 

The Straight Story: 2, 4:20, 6:50 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 (781- 
335-2777), Columbia Sq., South Weymouth 
The Phantom Menace: Fri.-Thurs., 1, 3:50 
Sat.-Thurs., 6:50, 9:30 

Three Kings: Fri. Sun.-Thurs 
Thurs., 7:10 

Tarzan: 12:45, 2:40 

The Bone Collector: 9:40 


4:30; Sat.- 


@ WEYMOUTH, North Weymouth 10 (781- 
337-5840), Rte. 3A, Harbor Light Mall 
Please call for shows and times 


@ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933-5138) 
Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 
Please call for times 

Any Given Sunday 

Man on the Moon 

Galaxy Quest: Sat.-Thurs 

Talented Mr. Ripley: Sat.-Thurs 
The Cider House Rules: Sat.-Thurs. 
Bicentennial Man 

Stuart Little 

The Green Mile 

Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo 

Toy Story 2 

Sleepy Hollow 

The World Is Not Enough 


film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400 
ext. 319), Copley Sq., Boston. Unless other 
wise noted, all films screen in the Rabb Lec- 
ture Hall and admission is free 

— “Alfred Hitchcock: The American Thrillers 

The Birds (1963) screens Mon., 6 


@ HARVARD FILM ARCHIVE (495-4700) 
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts. 24 Quin- 
cy St., Cambridge. Uniess otherwise noted 
tickets $6, $5 for seniors and students, free 
for ages 8 and under. 

— “Farewell Twentieth Century!”: The Sev- 
enth Seal (1957), directed by Ingmar 
Bergman, screens Mon., 8. The Dead (1987), 
directed by John Huston, screens Tues., 8 
Modern Times (1936), directed by Charles 
Chaplin, screens Wed., 8 


@ MEWS RESTAURANT (508-487-FILM) 
429 Commercial St., Provincetown. Tickets 
$8 

— “Provincetown International Film Festival” 
42 Up (1998), directed by Michael Apted 
screens Wed., 2. Buena Vista Social Club 
(1999), directed by Wim Wenders, screens 
Thurs., 10. Book of Life (1998), directed by Hal 
Hartley, screens Tues., 10. Boys Don’t Cry 
(1999), directed by Kimberly Peirce, screens 
Thurs., 2. Beefcake (1999), directed by Thom 
Fitzgerald, screens Tues., 2; Wed., 10. 


m@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300, ext 
300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$7, $6 for students and seniors unless other- 
wise noted 

— Anne Frank’s Diary (1999), directed by 
Julia Y. Wolff, screens Sun., Wed.-Thurs 
11:30 a.m. The Jew in the Lotus (1998), di- 
rected by Laurel Chiten, screens Wed.-Thurs 
4. The Emperor's Shadow (1996), directed 
by Zhou Xiaowen, screens Sun., 1:15; Wed.- 
Thurs., 1:30. Nobody (1998), directed by 
Shundo Okawa, screens Wed.-Thurs., 6 
ennui (1998), directed by Cedric Kahn 
screens Sun., 3:45; Wed.-Thurs., 8 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
(268-0180), 646 East Broadway, South 
Boston. Free 
— In This House of Brede (1975), directed 
by George Schaefer, screens Thurs., 6. 

$a FPPPOHDE 654 
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**x*x THE ADVENTURES OF 
ELMO IN GROUCHLAND 
(1999). Elmo, that pilly red 
rchin with the insatiable tickle 
s in Grouchland because 
1 blue blanket has 
ff into that fetid, garbage 
netherworld. Obstacles 
und in the form of greedy vil 
ndy Patinkin, but Elmo 
y Kevin Clash), joined 
Sesame Street 

i 

tuneful, high-s 


learns much 


2 » Rir Ct) ~ r Tel 
} bird, Usca } 


1-UpS 

erance, bravery 

Gary Halvorson’s 

ve film strikes a pleasing 

e of SE f-reflexive irrever 

there are passing jabs at 
tarbucks, Doctor Zhivago, and 
Sharon Stone) and inspired 
himsy that’s shown to best 
intage in the lesson-laced 
and his 
it seems, Nave 


Arl naoton 


al numbers. Elmc 

y blanket 
verytning covered 
Di to SUL UIT Ss 
ALL ABOUT MY MOTHER 
(1999). See our review, on page 

Kendall Square,West Newton 
suburbs 
* x *x1/2 AMERICAN BEAUTY 
(1999). Sam Mendes’s haunting 
and accomplished debut feature 
s about the rebirth of middle- 
aged, middle-class lost soul 
Lester Burnham (Kevin Spacey) 
who narrates the film in posthu- 
mous voiceover, looking back on 
wife Carolyn (a strident and frag- 
ile Annette Bening) and unhappy 
daughter Jane (Thora Birch, with 
soulful, accusing eyes). The 
rebirth takes in high-school 
cheerleader Angela (vivid new- 
omer Mena Suvari) and dope 
dealer Ricky (Wes Bentley, like a 
laconic Christian Slater with 
spooky presence), who buys 
video equipment with his dope 
money and shoots random 
moments of morbid beauty 
including Jane. Lester, mean- 
while, pumps iron while stoned 
to get buff for Angela, extorts a 
year’s severance pay from his 
soul-destroying job, and is most- 
ly amused when Carolyn has an 


estate king 


Wha a 


WC ctually kills Lester is a 


mystery, Dut as he notes, its 
hard to stay mad when there's 
so much beauty in the world 
Nickelodeon, Harvard Square 
Ar 1gton Ca ap ito Somerv ie 
eatre, suburbs 

* x x AMERICAN MOVIE 
(1999). Chris Smith's mordantly 
hilarious and strangely uplifting 
documentary follows the career 
of Mark Borchardt, a 30-year-old 
high-school dropout and part- 
time newspaper deliverer and 
cemetery groundskeeper who 
wants to be a filmmaker. Mark 
expounds on his grandiose 
vision for his six-years-in-devel- 
opment autobiographical first 
feature, Northwestern, to a “pro- 
duction meeting” attended by 
bewildered-looking misfits, but 
as it becomes clear that there's 
no script, NO money, no cast 
and no backers, he resorts to a 
fallback plan: a half-hour short 
about a recovery group with 
Satanic ambitions that he can 
market directly to video and 
raise enough money to resume 
his epic. The shots from the fin- 
ished “Coven” that follow show 
that, in fact, Borchardt does 
have an eye. Whether North- 
western will ever see the screen 
or be worth the wait is problem 
atic, but the ordeal and the 
vision behind it, as recorded in 
Smith's movie, remain a rueful 
uproarious version of the 
American Dream. Coolidge 
Corner. 

* *1/2 ANNA AND THE KING 
(1999). Based on Anna 
Leonowens’s memoirs (which 
also inspired Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s The King and |), 
and set in Thailand during the 
mid 1800s, Andy Tennant's 
sprawling screen adaptation 
has Hong Kong action star 
Chow Yun-fat as King Mongkut, 
the Siamese ruler looking to 
modernize his country without 
forfeiting its independence, and 
Jodie Foster as Anna, the duti- 
ful British widow to whom he 
entrusts the education of his 
50-plus children. Naturally, 


Th 


MOVIE OF THE WEEK: The Little Girl Who Sold the Sun (1999). The final film — and final mas- 
terpiece — by the late Senegalese director Djibril Diop Mambety, follows the experiences of Sili Laam, a 12- 
year-old paraplegic who sells newspapers in the Dakar marketplace. Opens December 31 at the Museum of 


Fine Arts. 


Anna and the monarch clash 
over issues like slavery, 
polygamy, and justice; it’s not 
till the political climate heats up 
that the two set aside their ide- 
ological differences and bond 
Foster and Chow spark an 
appreciable chemistry, though 
most of it is parlayed though a 
series of painstakingly postured 


“UNQUESTIONABLY, 
THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR? 


“TWO 
THUMBS 
UPY 


Roger Ebert 

and Lisa Schwarzbaum, 
ROGER EBERT & 

THE MOVIES 


“POWERFUL! 
EMOTIONALLY 
ENGROSSING.” 


USA TODAY 


“SUPERB 
PERFORMANCES 
AND MASTERFUL 
DIRECTION.” 


Jonathan Foreman, 


NEW YORK POST 
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A Time Warner Company 
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333-FILM #002 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 

RTE. Cl & SQUIRE RD. 

781-286-1660 
GENERAL CINEMA 


BRAINTREE 10 


OFF FORBES RD., RTE 37 & 128 
617-333-FILM #022 


WOB CINEMAS 


RTE, 128 EXIT 35 & RTE. 38 
781-933-5330 


SANDOLPE 


RTE 139, EXIT 20A OFF RTE 24 
781-963-5600 


www.castle-rock.com 


GENERAL CINEMA 


FLUTIE PASS AT SHOPPERS WORLD 
508-628-4404 #026 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


RTE, 1 & 128 EXIT 15A 
781-326-4955 


LIBERTY TREE MALL 
978-750-9019 
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CLEVELAND CIRCLE 
617-566-4040 


erey SDDS 33. 


BRAINTREE 
FRAMINGHAM 


“GREAT 

FILMMAKING. 

The Oscar® buzz 
was right.” 

Joel Siegel, 

GOOD MORNING 

AMERICA 


“ADAPTED 

BY FRANK 

DARABONT WITH 
EXEMPLARY SKILL. 

Tom Hanks is so 
unaffectedly good.” 


Janet Maslin, 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“BRILLIANT 
STORYTELLING. 
A SUPERB CAST.” 


Desson Howe, 


WASHINGTON POST 


“ABSORBING! 
HANKS GIVES AN 
OSCAR-CALIBER 

PERFORMANCE.” 


Jay Carr, 
BOSTON GLOBE 


“The Shawshank Redemption” 
. 4 " - WARNER BROS. @ 
www.thegreenmile.com patie eye 


FRESH POND 


FRESH POND PLAZA 
333-FILM #027 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE.93 
333-FILM #018 


GENERAL TON | 


TON 10 


RTE. 128 EXIT 32B 
617-333-FILM #078 


SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT, 
NO PASSES ACCEPTED, 


encounters. The exotic period 
sets are scrumptious to behold 
— in fact, the whole film has a 
regal texture, but there’s little 
plot to hang it all on. Cheri, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 

ANNE FRANK’S DIARY (1999). 
See “Trailers,” on page 7. 
Museum of Fine Arts 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY (1999). 
See “Trailers,” on page 7. Cheri, 
Chestnut Hill, Fresh Pond, sub- 


urbs 
B 
x ** 1/2 BEING JOHN 
MALKOVICH (1999). Spike 
Jonze’s effervescent and pro- 
found feature debut follows the 
Continued on page 28 
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FUNNY AND 
LOVINGLY DETAILED 
THIS IS NOSTALGIA 
BOTTLED AND AGED 
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AMERICA, ABC-T\ 
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BRILLIANTLY DIRECTED, PERFECTLY CAST, 
SUPERBLY ACTED. NOT TO BE MISSED.” 


-Mark 5S. Allen, KMAX-TV, SACRAMENTO 
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PROVOCATIVE, 
ENTERTAINING 

RELENTLESS, 
MOVIE IN AWESOME. 
VEARS. A POWERHOUSE, 
THE MOST BONE- -Kathryn Kinley, wrnKTy 
CRUNCHING, : “IN-YOUR-FACE | 

EARTH SHAKING _ EXCITEMENT AND 
GAME OF ENTERTAINMENT.” 

FOOTBALL -George Pennachio, KABC-TV, LOS ANGELES 
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FILMS OF THE YEAR-” 
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F Bancock 
ri Financial Services 
presents 


The Wang Center's 


Mitte: 
Classic Film Series 


December 1999-March 2000 


special appearance by 
Tantoo Cardinal 


MI 


January 7 at 7:00 p.m. 


(doors open at 6 p.m.) 


Tickets only $10 


January 8 at 12:00 p.m. 


(doors open at 11 a.m,) 


Tickets only $12 


Call Tele-charge: 
1-800-447-7400 
TTY: 1-888-889-8587 


Tem lacmliitigurleciime| 
The Wang Center at 617-482-9393 


Box Office open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-Sat 
270 Tremont St., Boston, MA 


Hosted by WCVB-TV Channei 5’s Frank Avruch 


Films, Dates and Events are subject to change 


Continued from page 26 
brilliantly byzantine screenplay 
by newcomer Charlie Kaufman 
in its story of puppeteer Craig 
Schwartz (John Cusack), who’s 
being bugged by wife Lotte 
(Cameron Diaz) to get a job 
Craig becomes a file clerk, falls 
for haughty co-worker Maxine 
(Catherine Keener), and discov- 
ers a portal to John Malkovich's 
mind behind a file cabinet. He 
and Maxine scheme to sell tick- 
ets to John’s mind, but then 
Lotte enters the portal and falls 
in love with Maxine, who falls in 
love with her thinking she's 
Malkovich — which incites Craig 
to drastic measures in one of the 
most mind-boggling love quad- 
rangles in the history of movies 
In the later going the film labors 
somewhat with contrivance, but 
it's still one of the most philo- 
sophically provocative screwball 
comedies ever made. Nickelo- 
deon, Harvard Square, Arlington 
Capitol, Somerville Theatre, sub- 
urbs 

*1/2 THE BICENTENNIAL 
MAN (1999). Where have you 
gone, Robin Williams? In this 
Chris Columbus adaptation of 
isaac Asimov's 1976 short story, 
Williams plays a robot, Martin, 
who has a heart, one that is is 
nurtured and then rejected by 
the family he lives with. And so it 
goes and goes for some 200 
years, Martin spending the first 
180 behaving, if you can believe 
it, like a naive Forrest Gump. 
Finally, he wises up, some trite 
lessons are learned, and Martin 
turns into the lifeform known as 
Robin Williams, well-meaning, 
no longer very funny, and defi- 
nitely, even for children, a bore 
Copley Place, Fresh Pond, 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs 


“One of the best 


movies of the year! 


r Ebert, ROGER ERERT & THE MOVIES 


Andrew Johnsen, TIME OLT NEW YORK 


**x*xBOYS DON’T CRY (1999). 
From the story of Brandon 
Teena the young woman 
who, back in 1993 passed her- 
self off as a man in rural 
Nebraska for a few reckless, glo- 
rious years before being brutally 
raped and murdered — first-time 
director Kimberly Peirce has 
fashioned a harrowing yet often 
lyrical film. For better and worse 
Peirce considers Brandon Teena 
a hero — a girl who transcended 
her crummy circumstances to 
make the life she wanted and 
was punished for it. Aided by a 
tremendous performance by 
Hilary Swank, Peirce and co- 
screenwriter Andy Bienen depict 
Brandon as Thelma, Louise, and 
James Dean rolled into one — 
an American outlaw fearlessly 
crossing the gender frontier 
Brandon's fatal mistake is to fall 
in love with Lana Tisdel (Chloé 
Sevigny), the on-and-off girl- 
friend of one of the cons. And 
the film's penchant for romanti- 
cizing Brandon and Lana is both 
its most audacious move and its 
biggest problem. Kendall 
Square, suburbs. 

* x x BUENA VISTA SOCIAL 
CLUB (1999). This documentary 
directed by Wim Wenders and 
produced by guitarist Ry Cooder 
begins with legendary 92-year- 
old singer and instrumentalist 
Compay Segundo patrolling the 
streets of Havana for the where- 
abouts of the Buena Vista 
Social Club, a members-only 
club in the East Havana Hills 
that produced some of the 
island’s greatest and most for- 
gotten players. And the film 
goes on to be both a seductive 
excavation of an extraordinary 
group of musicians long buried 
in the sounds of memory and a 
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MASTERPIECE!” 


— NEW YORK POST 


“BRILLIANT! 
On my list of the 
TOP TEN 
GREATEST 
FILMS OF 
ALL TIME!” 


~ ROGER EBERT 


“Like catching up 


with old friends!” 
~— PEOPLE MAGAZINE 


“Wondrous, 


Astonishing!” 
— THE NEW YORKER 


“Possibly the most 
exciting use of 
the documentary 


medium ever!” 
— NY Daily News 


frayed postcard valentine to 
Havana. The 1998 Buena Vista 
Social Club album went on to 
sell more than a million copies 
worldwide, snag a Grammy, and 
revive the careers of Segundo 
Ibrahim Ferrer, Eliades Ochoa 
Rubén Gonzalez, and others 
Yet for all of Buena Vista’s con- 
cert footage, the film’s true cen- 
ter is the graceful combination 
of liquid, video snapshots of 
Havana with unassuming 
excerpts from the Ferrer record- 
ing sessions and often stunning 
individual portraits of each of 
the Buena Vista musicians. In 
the end, the music is the film’s 
most enduring character — its 
songs and stories return the 
musicians who bring it to life to 
their rightful place in a history 
too infrequently told. West 
Newton, suburbs. 
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*x*x*xTHE CIDER HOUSE 
RULES (1999). Lasse Hall- 
strém’s adaptation of the John 
Irving bestseller about abortion 
stars Michael Caine as Dr. 
Wilbur Larch, the patriarch of a 
pre-WW2 Maine orphanage 
who also performs illegal abor- 
tions. His protégé, aging 
orphan Homer Wells (Tobey 
Maguire), runs off with Wally 
(Paul Rudd) and Candy 
(Charlize Theron), a young cou- 
ple whose indiscretions led 
them to seek out the doctor's 
services. Homer works at 
Wally’s apple orchard, and 
when his friend heads off to 
war after Pearl Harbor, he and 
Candy are tempted by more 
than apples. Irving himself did 
the screenplay, which cuts out 
most of the novel’s pseudo- 
Dickensian excrescences while 
preserving its genuinely 
Dickensian spirit. When Larch 
says, “Good night, you kings of 
Maine, you princes of New 
England,” the lump raised in 
the throat is not resented 
Kendall Square, West Newton, 
suburbs 

CRADLE WILL ROCK (1999). 
See “Trailers,” on page 7 
Nickelodeon, Kendall Square 
West Newton, suburbs 


D 

**x*x*xTHE DEAD (1987). The 
last film of director John 
Huston, a wise, deeply felt ver- 
sion of Joyce’s masterly novella 
featuring many of Ireland’s 
finest actors, is, simply, one of 
the greatest of all adaptations 
The turn-of-the-century Dublin 
party of the elderly Morkan sis- 
ters plays out almost like a lost, 
tragicomic Chekhov play; and 
the famous epiphanic ending, 
where Gabriel's wife, Gretta 
(Anjelica Huston), reveals to 
her startled husband the sad 
tale of her rea/ love in life, is 
properly devastating. Finally, 
there’s that wondrous dénoue- 
ment, where the snow, falling 
across Ireland, tumbling onto 
the world, foretells John 
Huston’s own death. Has ever 
a director cast such an unbear- 
ably brave screen eye on his 
mortality? This is preceded by 
Hollis Frampton’s Gloria! 
(1979). Harvard Film Archive. 

* 1/2 DEUCE BIGALOW: MALE 
GIGOLO (1999). Another 
Saturday Night Live alum, Rob 
Schneider (the “makin’ copies” 
guy), gets to fall flat on the big 
screen. Schneider's Deuce is a 
wimpy fish-tank cleaner who 
ingratiates himself with a beefy 
Hollywood gigolo (Oded Fehr) 
and lands a gig fish-sitting for 
three weeks. Through an act of 
incredible stupidity, he trashes 
the posh pad and has to come 
up with big bucks pronto. So 
Bigalow turns gigolo, providing 
escort services for the likes of a 
Tourette’s-syndrome debutante 
and a narcoleptic. Most of the 
sophomoric/scatological gags 
tank, and the talented William 
Forsythe is wasted as the envi- 
ous cop with a spaghetti-thin 
dick. Copley Place, Circle, Fresh 
Pond, suburbs. 

*1/2 DOGMA (1999). Basically 
a catechism with comic-book 
illustrations and foul language, 
Kevin Smith’s controversial film 
is the Miltonic tale of Loki (Matt 
Damon) and Bartleby (Ben 
Affleck), two former avenging 
angels exiled to Earth for ques- 
tioning the vengeful will of God. 
They see an opportunity for sal- 
vation when Cardinal Glick (a 
humorless George Carlin) offers 
a plenary indulgence to anyone 
who enters a local church. What 
the fallen angels don’t realize is 
that by doing so they’ll unravel 
all Creation. To stop them, 
Metatron (Alan Rickman, in the 
film’s only semblance of acting), 
the Voice of God, enlists 
Bethany (Linda Fiorentino), 
Christ’s last living descendant 
and an abortion-clinic worker, 
plus 13th-apostle Rufus (Chris 
Rock) and the tiresome team of 
Jay and Silent Bob (Jason 
Mewes and Kevin Smith). 
There’s much, much more, none 


of it amusing or enlightening 
despite the sound and fury sur- 
rounding its release, Dogma 
doesn’t signify anything beyond 
the truth of Smith’s repeated 
insistence that he’s not much of 
a filmmaker. Kendall Square 
suburbs 


E 
***xTHE EMPEROR’S SHAD- 
OW (1996). Veteran Chinese 
director Zhou Xiaowen’s film is 
so unclear in its political and 
artistic point of view, it was 
banned and then released by 
the Chinese authorities twice 
Fortunately it squeezed by 
Ying Zheng (Jiang Wen) has 
become the first emperor of a 
united China in the third century 
BC, but in order to wrest a 
national anthem from his boy- 
hood friend Gao Janli (Ge You), 
a master of the zither-like 
gu’qin, he must conquer his 
friend’s country, enslave his 
people, behead thousands, 
brand, torture, and imprison the 
stubborn musician, and finally 
blind him with horse piss 
Complicating matters is Zheng’s 
flighty, paralyzed daughter 
Yueyang (Xu Qing), who takes 
a shine to Janli when he rapes 
her and restores her ability to 
walk. That doesn’t sit well with 
Yueyang’s fiancé, the son of 
Zheng's chief general, or her 
retinue of eunuchs, and it sets 
up a climax as gruesome as 
that of Titus Andronicus. Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts. 
**1/2 END OF DAYS (1999). 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Kevin Smith riding the same 
rail? You bet. Like Dogma, End 
of Days Peter Hyams'’s film is 
about a soul of shaken faith 
who’s reluctantly undertaken a 
mission to prevent the oblitera- 
tion of earthly existence. The 
Devil (Gabriel Byrne) is in town 
(New York City) for the big mil- 
lennium bash, and if he hooks 
up with the right girl at the stroke 
of midnight, all hell will break 
loose. The woman in question 
(Robin Tunney) unwittingly car- 
ries the mark of Satan, and only 
she can bear his child — but 
Arnold Schwarzenegger as an 
ex-cop turned security expert 
keeps stealing his date. The film 
looks great, but the plot is flat 
and uninspiring. What keeps 
things afloat is Gabriel Byrne as 
the pleasure-seeking Devil-in- 
the-flesh: be it bedding a moth- 
er-daughter combo, punching 
out a priest, or denouncing God 
as “the biggest underachiever in 
history,” he’s a delight. Copley 
Place, suburbs. 
THE END OF THE AFFAIR 
(1999). See our review, on page 
5. Nickelodeon, Harvard Square, 
West Newton, suburbs. 
* 1/2 L’ENNUI (1999). Hard to 
know who best embodies the 
title in Cédric Kahn’s kinetic-to- 
the-point-of-farcical adaptation 
of the Alberto Moravia novel. 
When Martin (Charles Berling) 
isn’t humping his zaftig, blank- 
faced 17-year-old lover, Cecilia, 
with fevered and joyless intensi- 
ty, he’s racing from pay phone 
to pay phone desperately ring- 
ing her up. Cecilia (Monica 
Lewinsky look-alike Sophie 
Guillemin) has apparently 
beguiled Martin through her 
utter lack of subjectivity — she’s 
just a gaping sexual organ, a 
void of female mystery he’s driv- 
en to fill. Then there’s Arielle 
Dombasle as Martin’s estranged 
wife, Sophie, whom he also 
calls up at all hours for inappro- 
priate advice. Somewhere 
between Last Tango in Paris 
and Romance on the scale of 
profound to pretentious, L’ennui 
ultimately succumbs to the imi- 
tative fallacy. Museum of Fine 
Arts. 


id 

xxx FIGHT CLUB (1999). 
David Fincher’s adaptation of 
Chuck Palahniuk’s sophomoric 
first novel is trashy, sensational- 
istic, amoral, pretentious, and 
bound to outrage those who 
believe that movies corrupt soci- 
ety and cause violent behavior. 
Edward Norton’s unnamed nar- 
rator is a corporate drone who 
investigates accidents for an 
auto company. When his design- 
er-catalogue-furnished apart- 
ment blows up mysteriously, he 
moves in with prankster dilet- 
tante Tyler Durden (Brad Pitt). 
The pair draw other disenfran- 
chised losers into their after- 
hours bare-knuckle bouts, orga- 
nizing it into “Fight Club,” a 
grassroots movement transform- 
ing anti-establishment rage into 
self-flagellation that branches 
out into the escalating terrorism 
of “Project Mayhem,” Tyler’s 
scheme to overthrow the civi- 
lized world. Fincher’s film spars 
with issues of alienation, repres- 
sion, self-destruction, the future 
of civilization, and the nature of 
the cinema, but these are glanc- 
ing blows — it’s all just shadow 
boxing. Somerville Theatre, sub- 

Continued on page 30 
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* 1/2 FLAWLESS (1999). Robert 
De Niro attempts to sing — and 
his rasping, off-key efforts are 
right in tune with this discordant 
mess of clichés, sentiment, and 
hypocrisy that is Joel Schu- 
macher’'s follow-up to 8MM 
When Manhattan security guard 
Walt Koontz (De Niro) suffers a 
stroke, he’s teamed up with drag 
queen Rusty (Philip Seymour 
Hoffman) for singing lessons as 
part of his therapy, and the two 
slowly put aside their mutual 
antipathy and prejudices and 
harmonize. Schumacher throws 
in a stolen-money/avenging- 
mobster subplot and touches of 
Dog Day Afternoon, as well as a 
scattering of coy movie allusions, 
but the only thing that keeps the 
title from being totally ironic is 
the performance of Hoffman, 
though his drag act is even 
worse than De Niro’s singing. 
Nickelodeon, West Newton, sub- 
urbs 

* & *&*42 UP (1999). Michael 
Apted’s remarkable ongoing doc- 
umentary project — he began 
with 13 English seven-year-olds 
and has caught them at the end 
of each seven-year cycle since 
— reaches age 42, but if you 
didn’t catch the first five install- 
ments, don’t worry: he’s struc- 
tured these movies so you can 
join the march of his subjects’ 
lives at any time and feel both 
the jolt and the delight of how 
they’re turning out. The mar- 
riages Apted’s interviewees have 
sustained into their 40s are 
cheering, and you may also 
experience a kind of awe at the 
willingness of his subjects to 
take the cards life deals them. 
The working-class subjects 
seem to have fared better; aris- 
tocrats John and Charles have 
dropped out of the project, and 
Andrew says he’d never put his 
own children through such an 
ordeal. As for squatter and 
nomad Neil, he’s busily engaged 
in community politics, of all 


things, and has forged an entire- 
ly unexpected close friendship 
with the now happily married 
Bruce. Brattle 


**1/2 THE GREEN MILE 
(1999). Frank Darabont’s adap- 
tation of the Stephen King serial 
novel is, like the Green Mile 
(death row), so long. Old Paul 
Edgecomb (Dabbs Greer) 
breaks down while watching 
Top Hat on TV in a rest home 
We flash back to a Louisiana 
prison during the Depression 
where young Paul (a perfuncto- 
ry Tom Hanks), the head screw 
on the Green Mile, begins to 
have doubts when John Coffey 
(Michael Clarke Duncan), a sim- 
ple-minded, seven-foot-tall 
black giant convicted of killing 
two little girls, moves onio the 
Mile. Not only does John seem 
innocent, he can perform mira- 
cles. Which leaves Paul and the 
movie wondering how to deal 
with not just John’s death sen- 
tence but the whole problem of 
good, evil, and human suffering. 
Overlong and potholed, The 
Green Mile is still worth the jour- 
ney. Cheri, Fresh Pond, Circle, 
suburbs 


H 
* x HAPPY, TEXAS (1999). 
This American independent 
directed and co-written by first- 
timer Mark Ilisley starts off as a 
zany, lunatic farce — three pris- 
oners stuck together on a chain 
gang, one of them a mass mur- 
derer — and turns slowly into a 
bland, middle-of-the-road 
romantic comedy. The best part 
is the stupid stuff early on, when 
two of the convicts escape in a 
van and assume the identities of 
the van owners: a gay couple 
who travel through the Deep 
South putting on children’s 
beauty pageants. There’s real 
comedy-team potential with 
Jeremy Northam and Steve 
Zahn as a kind of oily Dean 
Martin/Anglo Cheech Marin duo 


who hang out in small-town 
Texas waiting for a chance to 
rob the local bank. But both are 
soon enmeshed in amour (Ally 
Walker, Illeana Douglas), 
whereupon the laughs deplete 
And only the most straitlaced 
audience will find much humor 
in the coming-out of a local cop 
(William H. Macy) and his unre- 
quited love for Northam. Arling- 
ton Capitol, Somerville Theatre, 
suburbs 


I 

***x1/2 THE INSIDER (1999). 
In this Michael Mann film based 
on a true story, Brown & 
Williamson vice-president Jeffrey 
Wigand (Russell Crowe) finds 
himself without a job when he 
balks at measures that would 
augment the addictiveness of 
cigarettes. Maverick 60 Minutes 
producer Lowell Bergman (Al 
Pacino) seeks him out, and 
eventually Wigand tells all he 
knows to Mike Wallace (a devas- 
tatingly accurate portrayal by 
Christopher Plummer) on tape, 
initiating a Kafkaesque slide that 
ends with his life in shambles, 
the reputation of CBS tarnished, 
and Big Tobacco coughing up 
$246 billion to 50 states in law- 
suits. Most of the action consists 
of people talking on cell phones 
or looking up information in the 
Yellow Pages — as revelatory 
investigations go, this is no All 
the President’s Men. What Mann 
accomplishes is more akin to 
Francis Coppola’s masterpiece 
The Conversation: it’s a claustro- 
phobic case study of insiders 
appalled by the moral implica- 
tions of their comfort and privi- 
lege, and of what awaits them 
when they become outsiders. 
Harvard Square, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs. 

**xx*xTHE IRON GIANT (1999). 
Based on a children’s book writ- 
ten by the late poet Ted Hughes, 
and set in a genially animated 
Maine autumn countryside of 
1957, Brad Bird’s film finds 
Hogarth (voiced by Eli 
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Marienthal) disobeying mother 
Annie (Jennifer Aniston) and 
wandering out into the night to 
discover a giant robot (Vin 
Diesel) from outer space. 
Actually the big guy is just a kid 
himself, chomping on metal as if 
it were junk food, and Hogarth 
decides to hide his new friend 
with the help of village hipster 
Dean (Harry Connick Jr.) until he 
can think of a way to introduce 
him without causing a panic. A 
self-conscious, somewhat 
anachronistic version of the con- 
flict between national innocence 
and Cold War paranoia drama- 
tized in movies from The Day the 
Earth Stood Still to E.T., The 
lron Giant is also a magical evo- 
cation of a special time in history 
and a time in everybody’s life 
when the dream and the night- 
mare quotients are equally high. 
Brattle. 


J 
***xTHE JEW IN THE LOTUS 
(1998). Rodger Kamenetz's life 
was changed utterly when a 
friend asked him to tag along to 
India and record a meeting of 
rabbis with the Dalai Lama. This 
film chronicles that transforma- 
tion and Kamenetz’s ultimate 
rediscovery of his own Jewish 
heritage by way of Buddhism. 
He may come off as needy and 
self-absorbed at times, but his 
story is touching and powerful, 
particularly his exploration of his 
own grieving after the death of 
his infant son. Filmmaker Laurel 
Chiten photographs urban India 
with an eye hungry for -hyper- 
bole: crippling poverty and heart- 
breaking beauty, grand temples 
alongside filthy slums, starving 
children who are smiling and 
playful, astonishing images of 
Buddhist and Hindu culture 





clashing and intermingling. Her 
movie offers a special look at the 
exalted, exiled holy man through 
the eyes of a mensch who could 
be any one of us. Museum of 
Fine Arts. 


L 
* *xLIBERTY HEIGHTS (1999). 
Barry Levinson returns for the 
fourth time to the Baltimore of 
his youth and of his two best 
movies, Diner and Tin Man 
We’re in the '50s again, follow- 
ing the Kurtzman family: patri- 
arch Nate (Joe Mantegna), who 
makes a dicy living from his bur- 
lesque house and numbers 
racket; nonconformist son Ben 
(Ben Foster), who acts out by 
dressing up as Hitler on 
Halloween; and other son Van 
(Adrien Brody), who crashes 
parties in the white-shoe, 
WASPy part of town. Romance 
here is only an excuse for an 
overwrought lesson in tolerance 
and ethnic pride; such liberal 
platitudes and a relentless 
soundtrack of period pop tunes 


are all that hold together 

Levinson’s exercise in self-con- 

scious nostalgia. Kendall 

Square, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 
M 


MAN ON THE MOON (1999). 
See our review, on page 6. 
Cheri, Circle, Fresh Pond, sub- 
urbs. 

* x x MANSFIELD PARK 
(1999). Patricia Rozema’s spirit- 
ed but flawed, adaptation of 
Jane Austen's lightly regarded 
novel offers glimpses into work- 
ing-class squalor, marital infi- 
delity, and the heart of darkness 
of the slave trade, plus a subtext 
of patriarchal tyranny. Heroine 
Fanny Price (Frances O’Connor) 
is taken up by her rich aunt and 
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uncle, Lady (Lindsay Duncan, 
who also plays Fanny's mother) 
and Sir Thomas Bertram (a chill- 
ing Harold Pinter) and falls for 
her sensitive cousin Edmund 
(Jonny Lee Miller) at the title 
estate, even as she’s being 
courted by cad Henry Crawford 
(Alessandro Nivola). Rozema’s 
specifying of the horrors of Sir 
Thomas's West Indian estate 
and their parallel with the treat- 
ment of women at Mansfield 
Park is insightful (if heavyhand- 
ed); but the way she makes her 
heroine a ’90s PC mouthpiece is 
not acceptable, and neither is 
her confuting the meek but 
unyielding point of view of 
Fanny with the irony of the 
author. Such misjudgments 
undermine what is otherwise an 
ingenious and economical adap- 
tation of a sprawling and 
ambiguous novel. Harvard 
Square. 

* * *&*x MODERN TIMES (1936). 
Not only one of Charlie Chaplin's 
funniest films but a remarkably 
prophetic satire of the Machine 
Age: when the Tramp does bat- 
tle with a newfangled feeding 
machine, the gadget looks no 
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more ludicrous than haif the 
products currently advertised on 
late-night television. This movie 
marked the first appearance of 
Chaplin's voice on a soundtrack 
— singing gobbledygook 
Harvard Film Archive 

* *x*xMUPPETS FROM SPACE 
(1999). Nine years after Jim 
Henson’s death and two ill-con- 
ceived period capers later, the 
franchise is finally back on its 
spindly green legs. First-time 
director Tom Hill abandons 
soggy song-and-dance in favor 
of a wholesome plot: charismat- 
ic oddball Gonzo’s search for 
his family. Belonging to no 
genus or species, the hirsute 
chicken fetishist wonders the 
big Hows and Whys while on 
the hunt for his blue-nosed 
brethren. Sage Kermit reaches 
profound new levels of best- 
friendness, Miss Piggy is 
resplendent in various shades 
of violet, and creepy madman 
Animal easily aces creepy mad- 
man David Arquette, who's 
seen here in a cameo. The last- 
ing impression, however, is 
Gonzo’s embrace of the super- 
star critter within. Brattle 


565 Squire Road 
24 Hour Phone 781-286-1660 


**1/2 MUSIC OF THE HEART 
(1999). Wes Craven of Night- 
mare on Elm Street fame makes 
his first foray into the terrifying 
realm of tearjerkers with the 
help of a resonant true story 
(the subject of the 1996 Oscar- 
winning documentary Smal/ 
Wonders) and Mery! Streep 

She’s chirpy, snappy, vulnera- 
ble, and a wise-ass as Roberta 
Guaspari, a single mother of two 
who gets to teach violin in a 
Harlem public school. After 10 
years of self-doubt, a non-com- 
mittal boyfriend (Aidan Quinn), a 
captious mother (Cloris 
Leachman), outraged parents 

skinflint bureaucrats, and recal- 
citrant pupils, she puts together 
a public-school program respon- 
sible for exposing thousands of 
inner-city kids to the violin. The 
most contentious family here 
seems to be Guaspari’s own, 
and (Craven reborn?) drugs and 
guns don't seem to exist 

However, Craven appears awk- 
ward without special effects; the 
surefire climactic “Fiddlefest,” in 
which Isaac Stern and Itzhak 
Periman join Guaspari’s stu- 
dents on the Carnegie Hall 
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stage, is downright stodgy 
Audience-pleasing Music cer- 
tainly is, but it’s another ques- 
tion whether it comes from the 
heart or directly from the 
tearducts. Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs 


N 

* 1/2 NOBODY (1999). Three 
hard-drinking Japanese busi- 
nessmen are drawn into a game 
of vengeance after one of them 
is beaten to a pulp in a bar. The 
victims’ pals vow revenge, but 
when they inadvertently murder 
one of the attackers, they are 
stalked slowly and ruthlessly by 
gun-toting, cell-phone-gabbing 
goons. Who these suit-and-tie 
thugs are remains a mystery: a 
new breed of yakuza, per- 
haps maybe corrupt cops. Or 
maybe simply another group of 
businessmen who also got 
seduced by the adrenaline rush 
of dodging bullets. Director 
Shundo Okawa has clearly been 
influenced by his contemporary 
Takeshi Kitano, but Okawa is 
sludgy where Kitano is edgy, 
and banal where Kitano is sub- 

Continued on page 32 
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Continued from page 31 

tle. Like Kitano, Okawa has gor- 
geous choreography, but all this 
visual beauty can’t rescue his 
film from its soporific pacing and 
head-scratching plot revelations 
Museum of Fine Arts 


° 
* THE OMEGA CODE (1999). in 
this Christian-right thriller, the 
Bible is decoded into a three- 
dimensional computer matrix 
that contains keys to forecast the 
path of history. Unlocked codes 
foretell (a la Nostradamus) of 
Hitler's misdeeds and even 
Princess Di’s tragic death. Now, 


with the “end of days” rapidly 
approaching, religious factions, 
scholars, and maniacal oppor- 
tunists — including Bible code 
scholar Dr. Gillen Lane (Casper 
Van Dien) and global philan- 
thropist Stone Alexander 
(Michael York) — all scramble 
for the omnipotent final title 
code. As a thriller, The Omega 
Code drones on like a turgid 
made-for-TV-movie. There’s no 
suspense, the acting is wooden, 
and the plot twists are inane. 
The Devil rears his head in the 
final frames, but by that time, 
only the bejesus of bad filmmak- 
ing prevails. Nickelodeon 


Pp 
**1/2 POKEMON: THE FIRST 
MOVIE (1999). The cute, cuddly 
creatures from the Nintendo 
game get the big-screen treat- 
ment as kid trio Ash, Misty, and 
Brock are invited to a mysterious 
island to partake in a Pokémon- 
trainer contest. The island is 
controlled by a maniacal Uber- 
Poke — cloned and genetically 
enhanced from a telepathic cat 
— who wants to take over the 
world and destroy mankind in 
the process. The animation is 
crisp, and the plot moves along 
at a deft Saturday-morning pace. 
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The main feature is preceded by 
the less engaging Pokémon 
Vacation, a series of googly 
vignettes laced with insipid 
Pokémon banter and trippy 
imagery. Oh, and Warner Bros. 
and Nintendo shamelessly com- 
mandeer the programming 
seams for some hardcore ad 
placement. Arlington Capitol, 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs. 

**x*xPRINCESS MONONOKE 
(1997). Acclaimed animator 
Hayao Miyazaki’s heart-stopping 
art direction helped his medieval 
myth of chivalry and environ- 
mental activism break Japanese 
box-office records. The transla- 
tion-into-English by Neil Gaiman 
is nicely voiced by the likes of 
Claire Danes, Gillian Anderson, 
and Billy Bob Thornton. Young 
Ashitaka (Billy Crudup), the last 
warrior of a dying samurai clan, 
is cursed after killing a giant 
boar; to lift the curse he must 
seek the Great God of the 
Forest. On his way he meets the 
princess (Danes), an orphan 
raised by the wolf goddess Moro 
(Gillian Anderson’s husky whis- 
per) who's fighting to save the 
forest from encroaching exploita- 
tion by iron miners led by her 
nemesis, Lady Eboshi (Minnie 
Driver). Ashitaka, who’s in love 
with the princess and living on 
borrowed time, must find a way 
for the villagers and the forest 
dwellers to live in harmony. Its 
setting reminiscent of C.S. 
Lewis’s Narnia or Tolkien’s 
Middle Earth, Princess 
Mononoke resonates with quiet 
truths rarely channeled by 
Hollywood. Arlington Capitol. 


R 

**x RIDE WITH THE DEVIL 
(1999). Set in the disputed bor- 
der territory of Missouri, Ang 
Lee’s ambitious Civil War film 
recounts the adventures of a 
band of pro-South guerrillas. 
Jake Roedel (Tobey Maguire) 
rides out of loyalty to his surro- 
gate brother, John Bull (Skeet 
Ulrich), and despite (or because 
of) his anti-slavery German 
immigrant Pa. Daniel Holt 
(Jeffrey Wright) rides out of loy- 
alty to his former owner and sur- 
rogate brother, George Clyde 
(Simon Baker), even though 
their quick-to-lynch sidekicks 
wouldn't hesitate to scalp him if 
he weren’t “Clyde’s nigger.” 
Whatever their motives, it takes 
the film’s heroes some time to 
grow cold to their cause of mas- 
sacring pro-Union civilians. Part 
of this process is bland Sue Lee 
Shelley (Jewel) as domestic 
temptation, and she’s not up to 
the task. Overlong, murky, but 
with flashes of visual inspiration 
(they were more evident in Lee’s 
The Ice Storm and Sense and 
Sensibility), this film needs less 
riding and more devil. Kendall 
Square, suburbs. 

**1/2 RUN LOLA RUN (1999). 
This German film from Ted 
Tykwer has Lola (Franka 
Potente) on the run because 
she’s got just 20 minutes to 
come up with 100,000 marks or 
her small-time punk boyfriend, 
Manni (Moritz Bleibtreu), will be 
wearing cement overshoes cour- 
tesy of his mobster boss. No 
conventional movie beauty, 
Polente is nonetheless attractive 
because she moves so freely, 
turning the film into a hundred- 
meter dash of an MTV-ish youth 


movie. And there’s Tykwer’s 
zesty, bubbly techno soundtrack, 
his kicky mix of 35mm, video, 
animation sequences, and fast- 
cut Polaroid sections, and his 
super-duper eye for cutting 
together disparate chunks of 
Lola racing down the pavement. 
The director tells his story three 
times, with plot variants along 
the way each time and, there- 
fore, different endings; the first 
two are fun but by the third you'll 
probably be expecting some- 
thing more than he delivers. Run 
Lola Run, all 1999 surface, turns 
out to be about nothing at all. 
Arlington Capitol, suburbs. 


Ss 

*x*x*x*x THE SEVENTH SEAL 
(1957). This medieval puzzle 
drama from Ingmar Bergman, 
set during the Great Plague, is 
an enthralling introduction for 
many to European’ sym- 
bolic/existential drama. God is 
dead? Perhaps. The Knight's 
chess game with Death (who’s 
not above cheating) is one of the 
key images in world cinema, and 
the sequence built around the 
burning of a young witch, influ- 
enced by Dreyer’s Day of Wrath, 
is equally seminal. And, of 
course, there’s the sublime 
finale, the Dance of Death — but 
it’s not easy to figure out who's 
dancing. With Max von Sydow 
as the Knight, Gunnar Bjérn- 
strand as the Squire, Bengt 
Ekerot as Death, Maud Hansson 
as the witch, and Nils Poppe and 
Bibi Andersson as Jof and Mia 
(Joseph and Maria), the young 
couple the Knight tries to save. 
Harvard Film Archive. 

** 1/2 THE SIXTH SENSE 
(1999). The first hour of writer/ 
director M. Night Shyamalan’s 
psychological thriller is creepy, 
engaging, and unpleasant, as 
eight-year-old child of divorced 
parents Cole (Haley Joel 
Osment) gets driven crazy by 
dead people and winds up visit- 
ing renowned child psychologist 
Dr. Malcolm Crowe (a different 
sort of role for Bruce Willis). Are 
these ghosts real or from Cole’s 
tortured imagination? Either way, 
Shyamalan would have had a 
tough time concluding his film — 
and the choice he makes sends 
the movie into more typical hor- 
ror-film territory, taking some- 
thing away from the realistically 
chilling first half. The surprise 
ending, though, is quite the 
humdinger. Somerville Theatre, 
suburbs. 

**1/2 SLEEPY HOLLOW 
(1999). In this stylistically spell- 
binding take on “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow,” the 1819 
Washington Irving chiller about a 
horseman with no head, Tim 
Burton ends up slitting his own 
throat. His Ichabod Crane 
(Johnny Depp) is no dorky 
schoolteacher but a natty New 
York City constable. And his 
vicious, chop-crazy headless 
horseman has an excuse: some- 
one has stolen his skull from his 
grave dictates his killings. The 
search for the possessor of the 
purloined pate has to compete 
with a self-conscious, fantastical 
homage to the Hammer horror 
flicks of the '50s and ’60s, 
Ichabod’s romance with the 
comely Katrina Van Tassel 
(Christina Ricci, wasted here), 
and the febrile dreamscape of 
Ichabod’s Oedipus complex. The 


director then unleashes a cCli- 
mactic chase scene, some 
pyrotechnics, and flip tossaway 
lines worthy of a Schwarze- 
negger romp; by the end, it’s 
Burton who's lost his head. 
Copley Place, Somerville 
Theatre, Alliston, suburbs. 
*x*x*1/2 THE STRAIGHT 
STORY (1999). David Lynch’s 
G-rated Disney movie has elicit- 
ed more controversy and praise 
than any of his films since Blue 
Velvet. He seems to tell the story 
straight, and it’s about a real-life 
character named Alvin Straight 
(Richard Farnsworth, who will be 
remembered at Oscar time), a 
73-year-old lowa farmer who 
travels 370 miles to visit his 
estranged ailing septuagenarian 
brother Lyle (Henry Dean 
Stanton) on a John Deere lawn- 
mower. Daunted perhaps by the 
possibility that life could come 
up with something weirder than 
even he could imagine, Lynch 
relates the tale with an awe, 
innocence, and simplicity that 
are not usually associated with 
the creator of Eraserhead and 
Twin Peaks. Yet there are 
undercurrents, as bit by bit ques- 
tions about Alvin’s past emerge 
that belie his mien of crotchety 
wisdom and benignity. When did 
he quit drinking? What hap- 
pened to his wife, his other kids? 
The stuff of another David Lynch 
movie, perhaps, one beneath the 
freshly harvested fields seen 
from the starry skies of The 
Straight Story. Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs. 

*1/2 STUART LITTLE (1999). 
Rob Minkoff’s adaptation of the 
E.B. White children’s classic 
trades Stuart the mouse’s natty 
togs for cutesy sneakers, sends 
the rodent’s interspecies love 
interest — a sweet songbird 
named Margalo — migrating 
right out of the script, and, 
worst of all sanitizes White’s 
light absurdist touch: Mrs. Little 
(Geena Davis) doesn’t give 
birth to her two-inch son but 
adopts him. Minus the genetic 
puzzler, the tale hemorrhages 
much of the original’s charm 
and irreverence, instead chirp- 
ing along as a treacly but 
innocuous allegory about fitting 
in and finding the meaning of 
family. As for the mouse him- 
self, this Stuart — computer- 
generated and voiced by 
Michael J. Fox — lacks the 
waggish, indomitable edge of 
his literary counterpart. He 
even shrinks from his furball 
foe, Snowbell the cat (Nathan 
Lane), who mews one line too 
many about feline flatulence. 
Such details, of course, are a 
modern affront to White’s arch 
world of mice and men. Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs. 

SWEET AND LOWDOWN 
(1999). See “Trailers,” on page 
7. Coolidge Corner, Harvard 
Square, West Newton, suburbs. 


T 
THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY 
(1999). See our review, on page 
4. Circle, Nickelodeon, Harvard 

Square, suburbs. 
*x**1/2 THREE KINGS (1999). 
David O. Russell’s Gulf War 
story of four American soldiers 
— George Clooney, Mark 
Wahlberg, Spike Jonze, and Ice 
Cube — who find a map direct- 
Continued on page 34 
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ing them to Kuwaiti gold hidden 
in an Iranian bunker could easily 
have been a straightforward 
genre exercise. But Russell, one 
of the most original and least 
heralded of young, independent 


GOLDEN 


filmmakers, launches a layered, 
witty, enlightening assault on 
conventions and preconceptions. 
The adventurers find not only 
gold but a stockpile of con- 
sumerism gone mad — VCRs 
coffeemakers, designer jeans 
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BEST ACTRESS - JANET McTEER 


(MUSICAL OR COMEDY) 


WINNER - Best Actress « Janet McTeer ~ National Boarp oF Review 


‘ORDER UP AN OSCAR 
NOMINATION PRONTO 


for British dynamo Janet McTeer.” 


“TUMBLEWEEDS IS TERRIFIC! 


! urge everyone to go see it.’ 


“JANET McTEER GIVES ONE 


OF THE YEAR’S BEST 
PERFORMANCES.” 


Ulaalolawiictere [> 


NOW 


STARTS 
PLAYING Bit | SATURDAY, 


AND CONTINUING AT (617-494-9800 


‘ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! 


CHRISTMAS DAY! (781-893-2500 


yy 
FUUTIE PASS AT SHOPPERS WORLD 
508-628-4404 #026 


NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 


16 PINE ST., WALTHAM 


GOLDEN GLOBE ¢ 
AWARD NOMINEE (. 


THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR 


TIME MAGAZINE 


reve) BP) Nel 0) 5) One 
NOMINATIONS 


ACTOR ™ 
be) AN PENN 


BEST 
a 


Sean Penn does for 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 


a 
“WOODY ALLEN’S 


BEST PICTURE IN 
A DECADE OR MORE. 


Woody Allen what 


DeNiro did for Scorsese in Raging Bull’.” 


NEW YORKER MAGAZ 


“THIS IS ONE 
VERY TUNEFUL 
LABOR OF LOVE! 


Sean Penn Makes a Colorfully 
Outrageous Creation. 
Samantha Morton Mixes the 
Baleful Loneliness of Buster Keaton 
with a Harpo Marx sweetness. 


Sweet and Lonioen 


Written and Directed by Woody Allen 


Now 
Playing 3 


SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 


L EST NEWTO CQOLIDGE CORNER 
CHURCH ST. ROUTE 16 BROOKLINE 
333-FILM_ #007 964-6060 734-2500 


www .sonyctassics.c 


«2. Alston,.suburbs» 


CD players and TVs — plus 
scores of civilians imprisoned for 
rising up against Saddam 
Hussein and doomed to torture 
and death. Russell’s images 
reveal a lot about the long-ago 
media event known as the Gulf 
War, and more about the gulf in 
sensibility that has followed 
Nickelodeon, Somerville 
Theatre, suburbs. 

***1/2 TOY STORY 2 (1999). 
The folks at Pixar have taken 
Toy Story and by confronting 
questions of self-worth — can 
the monetary value of a toy kept 
pristine in its box equal the joy 
that toy would give to a child 
who plays with it? — made it 
better. This time Woody (voiced 
by Tom Hanks) has been stolen 
by a greedy toy collector who 
plans to sell him to a museum in 
Japan, and Buzz (Tim Allen) 
leads a team of our old 
favorites, including Mr 
Potatohead and Slinky Dog, to 
rescue him. This brings the toys 
out of Andy’s room and into the 
real world, giving the Pixar peo- 
ple a chance to flex their mous- 
es — grown-ups have faces this 
time and Buzz gets to take on 
an airplane. There’s plenty of 
slapstick for the little ones to 
laugh at, but there are also 
jokes; like the wild Barbie beach 
party and the inspired Star Wars 
references, purely for adult 
entertainment. Copley Place, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 

**1/2 TUMBLEWEEDS (1999). 
British stage actress Janet 
McTeer oozes more Southern- 
fried sizzle than a hush puppy in 
director Gavin O’Connor’s take 
on Alice Doesn't Live Here 
Anymore — the Tony winner is 
magnetic as Mary Lou, a single 
mom whose taste in men leans 
toward hot-tempered losers in 
tanktops. After yet another rela- 
tionship ends in a climax of shat- 
tered dishware, she and her pre- 
scient daughter (the promising 
Kimberly Brown) peel off into the 
night, settling finally in sunny 
San Diego, where life begins to 
brighten for the two — until Mary 
Lou sidles up to her next beer- 
swilling beau (the versatile 
O'Connor). The mother-daughter 
bond is the real love affair here: 
McTeer and Brown limn a heart- 
felt, offbeat alliance that defies 
the fickleness of mere romance. 
But Mary Lou’s compulsion to hit 
the interstate every time a mar- 
riage sours is melodramatic, 
and, like most habits, pre- 
dictable. Kendall Square, sub- 
urbs. 


w 

**x*xTHE WAR ZONE (1999). 
Based on the controversial 
British novel by Alexander 
Stuart, Tim Roth’s bleak and 
brutal debut feature peers into 
the peculiarities of a family nes- 
tled in a white sugar cube of a 
cottage on the Devon Coast. Is 
beefy Dad (Ray Winstone) hav- 
ing forbidden sex with his 
sullen, big-eyed teenage 
daughter, Jesse (Lara 
Belmont)? Why is sullen, spot- 
ty-faced younger son Tom 
(Freddie Cunliffe) sitting on 
Jesse's bed in his underwear 
while she’s stark naked? What 
does Tom’s video camera 
record as he peers into that 
World War II pillbox on a cliff 
overlooking the shore? There’s 
some fine acting (even the usu- 
ally ethereal Tilda Swinton dis- 
plays an unusual physicality as 
the clueless mother), but when 
you find yourself rooting for the 
siblings to commit incest them- 
selves to combat their father’s 
atrocities, you realize the melo- 
drama and pathology have 
been pitched a little too high. 
Kendall Square, West Newton, 
suburbs. 
**x*xTHE WORLD IS NOT 
ENOUGH (1999). Little has 
changed in James Bond’s 
modus operandi over the past 
19 films — he’s still his old 
globe-trotting, gadget-using, 
babe-shagging self. The plot 
here involves an Azerbaijani oil 
pipeline and a pilfered Russian 
warhead — the latter to be 
deployed to protect the interests 
of the former. Bond must match 
wits with terrorist Renard (the 
ubiquitous Robert Carlyle). 
Joining 007 for the ride are 
Elektra King (radiant Sophie 
Marceau) and a voluptuous but 
underwhelming Denise Richards 
as, incredibly, a nuclear physi- 
cist named Christmas Jones; 
supporting alphabet includes 
Judi Dench as M and, of course, 
still-spry Desmond Llewelyn 
(Bond film veteran since ’63) as 
Q. Director Michael Apted packs 
enough flash into the film to 
excite even the most jaded crit- 
ic, Pierce Brosnan supplies 
007’s requisite unmussed 
smoothness, and the nifty action 
and effects fulfill the promotional 
promise that “there is still one 
number you can always count 

n.” Copley Place, Fresh Pond, 
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How far would you go to become someone else. 
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TALENTED 
MR.RIPLEY 


CATE BLANCHETT 





FROM ANTHONY MINGHELIA THE SCREENWRITER AND ACADEMY AWARD’ WINNING DIRECTOR OF “THE ENGLISH PATIENT” 
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STARTS SATURDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY! (wes cede ous ann afar 0 
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°° 5 aw 


a 4 





NEW FULL FLAVOR 


dN eo oe 





DISTINCTLY SMO 


= 
tis _ TO 
: a ft ‘ ma 


FULL FLAVOR 


OTR 


~ 


<a (P 


oo. a, 
f Fee 


< 


OUT OF THE CLEAR BLUE 


*. “ is: 
| 4 
f é 
¢ a r ¢. the 
” ’ vf 7 wer 
. » f Le z 

eo 
& <a 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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U-SAVE 
MOVERS 


Unmatched 






$uper 
Affordable 
Very 
Effective 


“The next move is yours” 


617-625-8510 | Want a Coupon for Pizza? 


Lic #16136 
Insured 


Earn up to $1,500 

A Harvard Medical School-affiliated research group is 
studying the effects of alcohol and other drugs on brain 
and behavior. You may qualify for this study if you: 

© are 21-35 years old 

e use alcohol or cocaine occasionally 

e are willing to give blood samples 

© can come to the laboratory up to six different 

times 

for a 5-hour study 
For more information call 
1-888-999-5655 


You can earn up to $1,500 for some studies. 


ALL NEW! ALL HOT! 
ONE NIGHT STAND! 


Owned & Operated by Women Seeking Casual Sex! 
You won’t meet your wife with us but you will 
have one DAMN GOOD TIME! 







1-473-468-0474 


18+ 








TALK TO MEN 
NATIONWIDE 











617-494-5555 





= ® 
Penis/Nipple Enlargement 
FDA approved Vacuum Pump/Surgical Enlargement. 
Gain 1 to 3 inches. Permanent, safe. 
Enhance erection. Free brochures, 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 312-409-4030. 
Latest surgical enlargement info , 
call 1-900-976-PUMP 
($2.95/min.) 
www.drjoelkaplan.com 













PAID VOLUNTEERS 


HEALTHY MEN, AGES 21-35 

EARN $200-$400 

STUDIES 

INVOLVING 

COCAINE & ALCOHOL & 
BLOOD SAMPLING. 

TAXI PROVIDED 














Want a Coupon for CD'S? 


Get them all at... 


Masscoupons.com 
Local coupons you can print 


ga VIDEO PLUS 


at Brookline Place 
#2 Brookline Place, Brookline, MA 02146 
617-232-9159 © Fax 617-566-8020 
mrvideo | @gateway.net 
* THE MATRIX VHS or W/S $16.99 « DVD $23.99 
* MONTY PYTHON’S FLYING CIRCUS 
VHS SETS I & II — 3 CASSETTES EACH — $20.99 EACH SET 
Dvp — sets I & II — $37.99 EACH OR $69.99 FOR BOTH 
* HOLY GRAIL — pvp — $22.99 
$1 OFF ANY VIDEO PURCHASE WITH THIS AD. 
10% off Christmas videos until December 31st 
Most extensive Foreign, Alt. Lifestyle, and Animated Sections in Boston! 





Are you bisexual? 
Do you think you 


might be bi? 


Free, confidential 
counseling by phone 
or in office. 


Call 617-927-6032 


or 
e-mail 
mmillier@fchc.org 
at Fenway Community 
Health Center 


WORK IN ADULT FILMS 


No Experience — All Types 
Films ¢ Magazines ¢ Internet 
Call Now! 


1-800-794-7805 


www.workinadultfilms.com 


617-855-2969 
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HEROIN DETOX 


| One-day Intensive Narcotic Detoxification” 
| safely lets you 
KICK IN YOUR SLEEP. 
Also, for Methadone and Painkillers. 


1-888-2-NUTMEG 


www.2nutmeg.com 












GET 
CONNECTED 


Boston’s Best 


Private Connections Live Voice Personals 


550-FREE (3733) 


Call costs 10¢ per minute * 20¢ for the first 






Ladies Call FREE 
(617) 621-6000 
Men Call FREE 
(617) 621-0610 
Gay Men Call FREE 

(617) 621-7910 


Callers must be over 18. PTM Telecommunications 24 hour customer service (800) 711-0046 











Women, Irregular Periods? 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital in Boston seeks women ages 18- 
40 who have fewer than periods per year and who are not on 
oral contraceptives to participate in a research study. The study 


involves 2-4 visits to our research center, each lasting one to 
five hours. You will be asked to participate in a variety of pro- 
cedures to investigate the relationship between ovarian hor- 
mones and insulin. We will take a medical history, sample your 
blood, and perform a physical exam. You will receive payment 
of up to $500, and may be eligible for a free 8-week personal- 
ized and medically supervised weight loss program after com- 
pleting the study. For more information, call (617) 732-8578 or 
L-800-847-6060, or email pcos @rics.bwh.harvard.edu. 


Receive up to 
$1464 


Healthy men and women 18-45 
are needed to participate in a drug free 
research study on sleep and 
the effects of light. 


* Spend up to 11 or 12 days (including 10 or 11 
nights) living in a private laboratory suite 








while we monitor sleep and hormone levels. 
* All meals are provided. 


* Engage in leisure activities for much of the 


time. 
* A medical evaluation is included. 


For more information, call 
617-732-8093 


or e-mail 


LIGHT @gcrc.bwh.harvard.edu 


TWINS WANTED! 


Massachusetts Twin Registry at 





Boston University is looking for twins for 
future participation in paid study. 
Please call 


(617) 358-TWIN 





Win $10,000! 


¥ Promote your Millennium Events 
with Hip Digital Posters 


¥ Send Cool Online Invitations 


¥% Organize your guest lists with 
our intelligent EventManager’ 


atevent.com 


Enter our Y2Kash" Sweepstakes! 
You could Win $1,000 every week 
and $10, eee 1 ous grand prize draw. 


s December 31, 1999 


VE 


ateven com 


any event, anytime, anywhere’. 





